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Christmas Traffic 
Handled Successfully 


Heavy Volume Of Calls 
Offered, Despite Efforts 
To anita Holiday Usage. 


HE flood of — Distance | 
ealls placed on Christmas | 
Eve and Christmas Day hit a/| 
new peak, just as everyone 
predicted would be the case. 


In spite of all the advert _ 


AGAINST Long Distance calls 
on that holiday—including a| 
nation-wide advertising cam- | 
paign by the Bell Sys 
tremendous v 
business was of ‘fered. 


Henry Ames 


Retires From Service 
[- ENRY AMES, of Lincoln, 


accounting department for 28 
| years, retired from active serv- 
| ice on January 1, 1942, under 

the provisions of our pension 
plan. 


The genuine and _ uncon- 
‘cealed regret over Henry’s 
| withdrawal from our ranks, 
expressed by employees in all 
departments in the general of- 
‘fice, is some measure of the 
affection Tin this very mod- 


imepinedd. He made a distinct 
place for himself in our hearts 


Insofar as this Company was | thr oughout the years, with his 


concerned, our advertising at- 
tempted to draw a distinction 
between “long haul” calls— 
— we discouraged —- and 

alls within our own territory 
or te points in Iowa and Kan- 
sas. The latter we encouraged, 
and we reaped a fine harvest 
of this type of business—de- 
spite the sleet storm which 
swept over our territory just | 
before Christmas and which 
put many of our toll circuits 
out of service. 


Strenuous work by our 
plant department brought 
many of our toll circuits back 
into service by Christmas Eve. 
Exeept in scattered areas— 
such as in Butler county, 
where the storm damage was 
very heavy—most of our toll 
lines were ready to carry the 


heavy Christmas load. In ad- 
dition, the fact that our clir- 
cuits to Chicago, Omaha, 


Seward, York and Grand Is- 
land are now operating in the 
buried cable was a genuine 
life-saver. 

Our traffic department came 
to the front, too, with a new 
plan for handling heavy traf- 
fie loads. An improvised re- 
cording board was set up in 
the Lincoln operating room to 
facilitate better handling of 
the recording of all incoming 
calls and the posting of all de- 
lays. That this new system 
was successful is proved by 
the fact that, on December 24, 
Lincoln traffic completed 274 
more calls than on the same 
day in 1940—and on Decem- 
ber 25 the increase over the 
previous year was 4386 calls! 


General Traffic Superin- 
tendent Brewster tells the 
“News” that the successful use 
of the experimental “stand- 
by” equipment was so encour- 
aging that he is now going 
ahead with plans to build up 
temporary equipment which 
ean be brought into service on 
a moment's notice to facilitate 
rapid handling of all traffic 
peaks. This, it seems to us, 
is a really important contribu- 
tion to national! defense. 
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“Nine Months Club” 
Charter Members 


December, 194} 


Name Exchange 


Dept. 
Adams, Hope—Peru . 


Aa y 


Grewell, Margie—Exeter 3 
Waiker, M. C.—-Hastings 
. 
Six Months Club” 
Members 
December, 1941 | 
Name Exchange Dept. | 


Cleveland, R. M.—Lincoin... 
Windels, Sophia—Syracuse 
Oglesby, G. L:—Auburn 
Meister, Mary—Humbolat 
Ford, B. L..—Beatrice 
Schemmerhorn, E. J 


ocne “Wymore 
Williams, LL 


C -Stromsburg.. P 


unswerving loyalty to the 
Company and to his friends, 
his happy temperament and 
his helpful spirit. 

His co-workers in the ac- 
counting department demon- 
strated their warm-hearted af- 
fection for Henry by giving a 
splendid dinner in his honor, 
in the State suite of the Hotel 
Cornhusker, on the evening of 
December 22. At this dinner, 
attended by 43 members of the 
department, Mr. Ames was 
presented with a_ beautiful 
wrist watch and a framed 
parchment, signed by every 
member of the accounting de- 
partment, which set forth the 
full measure of the honor and 
esteem he had earned during 
his years among them. Gen- 
eral Auditor I. J. Devoe spoke 
briefly and apppropriately. 
Presentation of the gifts was 
made by G. W. Jahn. Follow- 
ing the dinner, the evening 
was spent in playing “Bingo.” 
M. W. Franklin and Kenneth 
Boshart were in charge of the 
arrangements for the dinner. 


Henry Ames joined our 
Company in September, 1913, 
as a clerk in the accounting de- 
partment. Subsequently, he 
held the positions of book- 
keeper, plant clerk and custom 
billing clerk. He has been one 
of that great host of workers 
whose achievements rarely 
make the headlines — but 
whose diligent efforts are the 
veritable foundation of the 
structure of modern business. 
The “News” editor, with many 
happy recollections of years of 
friendship with “Hank,” will 
be wishing that he will be able 
to spend many enjoyable years 
‘Just being himself.” 


Defense Stamps 


Sell at Faster Pace 


N November 1, this Com- 

pany began the sale of De- 
fense Savings Stamps at the 
cashiers’ windows in the Lin- 
coln Business office. Cus- 
tomers and employees were in- 
vited, by judiciously placed 
signs, to take a portion of their 
change in stamps. Somewhat 
later, the plan was extended | 
to all our area headquarters. 


From November | to Decem- 
ber 6, only $27.50 worth of 
stamps went out through the 
Lincoln windows. But, start- 
ing with the morning after 
Pearl Harbor, the sales began 
to climb. From December 8 
'to December 31, stamps total- 
ing $53.00 were sold in Lin- 
_coln—bringing the total figure 


2 for the two months to $80.50. 
| We have, at present, no figures | 
for sales at any of the other | 


area points. 


a valued member of our 


THEY GUARD 
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THE PORTAL! 


Here you see the two “watch dogs” of the general office building. 
Top picture shows A. B. Smith as he takes a good hard look at the 
employee identification card of Bill Morris, Lincoln business office. 
In lower picture, Jones Dowd does the same job for a traffic em- 


ployee. 


Both men have been deputized and wear real stars. 


They 


halt all visitors to the general offices, learn their identity and the 


name of the employee they wish to see. 
that particular person for admittance instructions. 


They then telephone to 
This step is in 


line with precautions being taken throughout the nation for the 


protection of communication systems. 


Baldwin Moves 
Up on West Coast 


| ee many Company friends of 


Chet Baldwin, former manager 
at Humboldt, will be interested 
in the news that he was recently 
named manager of the Lancaster 
exchange of the Associated Tele- 
phone Company, of Santa Mon- 
ica, Calif. He had previously 
been stationed at Santa Maria in 
a plant capacity. Lancaster is a) 
town of 3,000 population on the 


edge of the Mohave desert. A | 
cadet flying center is located | 
there. 


Caster Heads 


State Defense Project 


MARK T. CASTER, retired gen- 
eral plant superintendent, re- 
cently accepted the position of 
executive secretary of the Ne- 
braska salvage campaign. This 
very worth-while defense proj- 
ect is already absorbing all his 
time and energy. It is a big job, 
| but Mr. Caster’s many telephone 
friends know it will be well han- 
dled, and they” rejoice in the 
added knowledge that he so fully 
retains the health and zest of his 
telephone days. 


Fine Smoker 


At Lincoln Warehouse 


ORE than 200 male em- 
ployees from Lincoln and 

the territory attended the an- 
nual mid-winter smoker at the 
Warehouse, in Lincoln, on the 
evening of December 19. As 


|is always the case, the smoker 


was a big success in every 
way. Entertainment consisted 
of moving pictures, shown by 
Dr. Weisel, of Lincoln, and 


|several musical numbers ad- 
| mirably performed on the vi- 


braphone by Jim Miller, plant 
department, Lincoln. Dr. 
Weisel displayed five “Field 
and Stream” hunting and fish- 
ing pictures, and ended the 
showing with the remarkable 
tropical fish _ color-movie 
‘which was filmed some years 
ago by Ralph Burkett, of the 
Lincoln service department. 
Many of our employees had 
heard about this very unusual 
film but only a few had seen it, 
and it was the hit of the eve- 
ning. At a late hour, one of 
the usual bounteous “smoker 
feeds” was dished out to a long 
line of hungry enthusiasts. 
The committee in charge of 
the affair was made up of 
Harry Walker, Rolly Winders 
and Jerry Miller, all plant de-. 
partment employees. 


Bells Celebrate 50th 


Wedding Anniversary 


R. and Mrs. W. E. Bell, of 

Lincoln, celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary 
on Tuesday, December 16, 
when they were honored at an 
informal reception in the par- 
lors of Westminster Presby- 
terian church. Nearly 300 
guests attended. Our retired 
general commercial superin- 
tendent and his good wife are 
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Number 1 


RATE REVISION 
IS GIVEN APPROVAL 


Basic Inequalities Are 
Corrected; Elimination Of 
Handset Charge Will Reduce 
Planned Revenue Return 


GREEING that an emer- 

gency exists, the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission is- 
sued an order,:on January 16, 
approving the revised ‘rate 
schedule, covering 84 of our 
118 exchanges, which was sub- 
mitted by this Company dur- 
ing December. Although the 
entire rate schedule was ap- 
proved as offered, the Com- 
mission’s order also included a 
direction to the Company to 
discontinue the present charge 
of 15 cents a month for black 
handsets. 


Elimination of the handset 
charge gives a stiff set-back to 
the Company’s plan to secure 
sufficient revenue to meet 
actual current and anticipated 
future needs. It will subtract 
approximately $50,000 from 
the anticipated increase of 
$212,000 in gross annual rev- 
enues which it was hoped the 
new rates would: produce, and 
which it was felt was the very 
least that would be needed to 
face the tide of constantly ris- 
ing costs. 


Officials of the Company ex- 
pressed disappointment over 
this phase of the order, but 
they feel that definite progress 
has been made nonetheless— 
since the new rate structure 
eliminates rate inequalities be- 
tween various communities of 
comparable size which, they 
feel, have long needed correc- 
tion. They have expressed 
complete willingness to give 
the new schedule a fair trial in 
the hope that it may produce 


as popular as ever with tele- pos revenue than at present 
phone folks, and many em-| seems likely. 


ployees attended the reception, 
in addition to giving the Bells 
a heavy shower of congratula- 
oe cards. 


AT THE RECEPTION FOR THE PIONEERS 


The officers and directors of our Company gave a New Year’s reception for members of the 


Frank H. Woods chapter of the Independent Pioneers of America on the afternoon of December 31. 
Several hundred Pioneers from Lincoln and our territory attended, meeting the officers and directors 
in the office of President Woods where, later, informal talks were made by various officials. A 
refreshment table was set up in the Treasurer’s office, with a punch bow! in the office of Miss Huldah 
Gessner, secretary to President Woods. It was a most enjoyable affair. The pictures above were 
snapped by our staff photographer. 1. There was plenty of punch, coffee, ice cream and cake for all 
who were hungry—and this picture proves that many were. 2. Mrs. Georgia Tartsch, of Plattsmouth, 
meets President Woods and Plant Superintendent Behm. 3. Our chapter president, Cc. P. Russell, on 
the left, got a whale of a lot of fun out of meeting old friends. In the background are Thomas C. Woods 
and William Aitken. 4. Meeting directors Chris Klem and L. B. Stiner we recognize Bill Eckles, of 


_ Wilber, and K. B. Cary and Roy Brendle, of Lincoln, 


Effective date of the order 
is on the first billing date for 
each group of subscribers, in 
each exchange affected, fol- 
lowing January 31. Under this 
plan, there will be no frac- 
tional charges, caused by the 
rate revision, on any bills is- 
sued during the month. 


The Commission’s order is 
on a temporary basis, dated to 
expire in six months. It was 
so issued to give the Commis- 
sion time to study the great 
volume of testimony and ex- 
hibits offered at the hearing. 
The Commission, recognizing 
the Company’s need for im- 
mediate relief, expedited the 
order as a means of giving this 
relief but, obviously, was not 
able to give our exhibits the 
study they deserve. Company 
officials state their belief that 
before the six months period 
has elapsed the situation will 
clearly indicate the necessity 
for asking that the temporary 
order be made permanent. 


“Three Months Club” 


Members 
December, 1941 


Name Exchange Dept. 
ANT C= SSHTAN CONN wait Soccccscocdsscscesssenr A 
Backstrom, J. E.—Lincoln...........00....... A 
Vorhees, Emma Lou—Lincoln.............. A 
Lahr; O. B.—Lincoln........................00s0000. Cst 
May, 7 Jno 0 —ENTICOIN owe vcdesededieocnglaeseteoes 

Smith, H.* F.—Lincoln...........,.................. SS 
Koukal, Ruth-—Plattsmouth ................ Ab 
Carter, Miriam—Louisville .................. T 
Haith, IL. C.—Seward .....................c..c0000- P 
Hughes, Edith-—Milford —..00000000.0000.0.. T 
Wieting, Mable—Plymouth. .................. 4k 
Robertson, Imogene—Wymore .......... 4k 
Kerr, F. B.—Tecumseh .......00000.00.... > 
Moorhead, EF. A.—Geneva ...........000...... P 
Duncan, Bette—Hastings .200000000000.... (o. 


Ronne, Ida—MecCool 


—, 
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J. H. Hartiey, Staff Photographer 
Publication Office, Room 200. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln, Nebr. 
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‘Cross. -Jalk” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 
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pee at this time I want to send out one of our well-known 
£% “clarion calls’—for pictures. In the first place, I am hop- 
ing that all of our boys who are now in Uncle Sam’s service, 
and those who enter the service in the future, will favor the 
“News” with good pictures of themselves in uniform. We'd 
like to run the pictures in the “News” and we'd also like to 
save them in order to build up, at a later date, a display 
similar to the one made up following World War I. This dis- 
play, which many of you have seen, hangs in the general office 
club room, and I don’t imagine that money could buy it. I’m 
rarely able to get past it when in the neighborhood. I get a 
real thump out of examining the pictures of Charley Meshier, 
Vern Campbell, Chris Haberman and all the others from this 
Company who did their part in the world’s last great resist- 
ance to aggression. A similar display, made up of pictures of 
our soldiers of today, will be of equal historical interest in the 
future. In addition, Pd like to ask that a steady stream of 
employee snap-shots be started toward us for use in future 
issues of the “News.” In recent years, we have not clamored 
too loudly for such pictures for the reason that our staff pho- 
tographer, Joe Hartley, has been able to keep the “News” well 
supplied with pictures taken during various trips into the 
territory. Now, however, the advent of tire and automobile 
rationing will probably keep us close to Lincoln for “the dura- 
tion.” In other words, “we'll not be seeing you” for some time 
—a fact we sincerely regret because of our enjoyment of the 
splendid personal contacts—and we'll not be shooting many 
pictures outside of Lincoln. So send in the ones you your- 
selves take. 


When our rate case hearing was closed, on the afternoon 
of December 23, with the stirring and altogether remarkable 
testimony offered by President Woods, our officials confessed 
to each other that they were more or less bewildered by one 
aspect of the case. They had expected somewhat bitter op- 
position from at least a portion of the public. They knew we 
had a good case. They had prepared an honest, straight- 
forward presentation of that case. But they also knew that 
nonesty and candor are not always, in themselves, wholly 
suificient to overcome opposition to rate increases. Yet, to 
thelr amazement, they had encountered no really concerted 
opposition—and none of the usual bitterness and hostility 
which so often develops during a rate case hearing. Mr. 
Woods commented upon this fact in his closing remarks to 
the State Railway Commission, indicating his own belief that 
this remarkable state of affairs could be attributed to the 
fact that the people of this territory have faith in the honesty 
and integrity of both their telephone company and their state 
commission. Thinking along this line, one cannot escape 
the conclusion that, if our patrons have faith in our Com- 
pany’s essential honesty of purpose, it is because you folks 
out there on the firing line have given them the reasons for 
such faith. You plant men, you traffic girls, you commercial 
folks—you who come into daily contact with the public in a 
multitude of ways are the ones who are responsible for our 
remarkable position in the minds of our public. Far more 
than is possible for any of us here in the general office, you 
have built our Company into the respect and affections of 
our subscribers. Every time you have handled a complaint 
courteously and efficiently, every time you have offered a 
subscriber smiling service in place of crabbed inefficiency, 
every time you have given that extra touch to your human 
relationships with the great mass of humans who use our 
service, you have been adding a tiny bit to that structure of 
goodwill which bloomed into such an imposing edifice at the 
time of our hearing. We have as grand an aggregation of 
employees as could be brought together anywhere in these 
United States. We’ve been quite sure of that fact before, of 
course, but there can be no doubt about it now! 


I recently received an interesting letter from Nellie Gary 
Rauscher, the smiling and attractive little lady who was the 
very popular chief operator-cashier at Beaver Crossing not 
so long ago. Nellie tells me that she is now employed in the 
route and rate department of the Southern California Bell 
Company. She works in Los Angeles and lives in fabulous 
Hollywood—at 6015 Romaine street, in case some of you folks 
are hankering to drop her a line. She tells me that on Christ- 
mas Day there were 1,300 employees on duty in the toll build- 
ing in which she works. She also mentions the war—as who 
doesn’t these days. I quote: “You should have seen the traf- 
fie and auxiliary department the day war broke out. Every 
girl available was called in. We were simply swamped with 
people asking for rates to Hawaii and the Phillipines and the 
placing of calls to the two islands. The Monday following 
the Pearl Harbor bombing, the office was in the process of 
placking-out. Every single window in the nine story build- 
ing is either painted solid black or covered with heavy card- 
board.” Mrs. Rauseier sends word of another former em- 
ployee-—Betty Shunk, who was an operator at Friend. Betty 
aiso works in the toll office in Los Angeles. We are always 
happy to hear from former employees, and equally glad to 
send the “News” regularly to any former employee request- 
ing it. —N 
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January Service 


Anniversaries 


Thirty-Six Years 
H. B. Gore, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
J. C. Miller, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
C. A. Gritzner, Lincoln; H. O. 
Wood, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
H. H. Wheeler, Jr., Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
Clyde Burge, Beatrice; Ica 
Westly, Shelby. 
Twenty-Five Years 
A. E. Lamberson, Plattsmouth. 


Twenty-Four Years 
Florence Buehler, Beatrice; D. 
C. Travis, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Harriette Wynn, Plattsmouth. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Flora M. Johnston, Lincoln; 
Rollin Parsons, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
Lizzie Cressman, Jansen. 


Twenty Years 
R. C. McLain, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
Agnes Gustafson, Osceola; 
Goldie Thompson, Tecumseh; A. 
M. Geist, Lincoln; Thad Cone, 
Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
J. H. Agee, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
Aletha Davison, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
A. B. Waters, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 


Hattie Staley, Lincoln; J. H. 
Mankamyer, Sutton; G. D. Brock, 
Hastings; Hattie Wilcox, Bur- 
chard. 

Fourteen Years 


Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. 
Birdsley, Fairbury; Lillian El- 
liott, Hastings; Ardena Pearson, 
Hastings; O. E. Lahr, Lincoln; 
John Spady, Hastings; Berniece 
Smith, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
Kathryn Rood, Lincoln; F. W. 
Morris, Lincoln; G. P. Dobson, 
Plattsmouth; R. T. Ross, Lincoln; 

M. W. Franklin, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 
J. S. Reed, Lincoln; C. E. Law- 
son, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 


B. I. Noble, York; Jacob 
Schneider, Lincoln; F. M. Crewd- 
son, Lincoln; Margaret Grubaugh, 


Tamora, Evalyn Sprague, Ne- 
braska City. 

Eight Years 
Mary Bornemeier, Louisville; 


Iro Allen, David City. 
7 Seven Years 
Vida Tucker, Tecumseh. 
7 Six Years 
N. E. Aeschliman, Lincoln. 
Five Years 


Bernice Johnson, Table Rock; 
Clarence Scholz, Lincoln; Betty 
Jansen, Nebraska City. 


“Happiness Ahead’ 


| WEDGEWOOD, plant 
department, Lincoln, son 
of E. E. Wedgewood, also of 
the Lincoln plant department, 
was married to Carol Maxine 
Laverty of the Lincoln traffic 
department on December 12. 
The ceremony took place at 
the First Baptist Church with 
Dr. Walcott officiating. Mr. 
and Mrs. Wedgewood will 
make their home in Lincoln. 


Mary Ellen Wardlaw, Lin- 
coln operator, was united in 
marriage to Virgil Packard, 
December 13, at Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

e ®@ 


Phillip Garvey, plant depart- 
ment, Lincoln, was married to 
Georgia Pitchford at Seward 
on December 8. The Reverend 
Mr. Jones officiated at the 
ceremony. 

eo @ 


Mary Frances Llewellyn, 
operator at Auburn, became 
the bride of Melvin Bigley, 
December 8. The Reverend 
Ewald L. Sterz officiated at 
the ceremony. 


i ERE’S Mrs. 


| MRS. HENRY KLINE, mother 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


She Served Well 


Edna Calvin, 

* night operator at Wahoo, 
who is the heroine of the 
Saunders county capital. She 
is credited with helping to 
save a large portion of 
Wahoo’s business district. A 
fire which broke out in the 
office of a garage in the dead 
of night on January 2, melted 
the telephone wires in the of- 
fice and caused a light to flash 
on her board. She quickly 
notified the town marshal; 
who discovered the blaze. The 
fire siren, operated from the 
telephone office, would not 
work—so Mrs. Calvin patient- 
ly called every fireman and 
most of the businessmen of 
Wahoo and got them to the 
scene of action in time to save 
the city from the terrible loss 
which is usually inevitable in 
a below-zero fire. 


“Journey's End” 


O THE bereaved ones who 
are left to mourn, we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy from 
the employes of this Company. 


of Bert Kline of Superior, 
passed away December 10. 
Funeral services were held 
at the Zulauf Funeral Home 
with burial in the Evergreen 
Cemetery at Superior. 


RALPH BOTTOROFF, 25,| 
brother of Frieda Bottoroff, 
operator at Hastings, died 
December 7, at the Mary 
Lanning hospital in Hast- 
ings. He had been seriously 
injured in an automobile ac- 
cident two weeks previous- 
ly. Funeral services were 
held in the Christian Church 
at Clay Center on December 
9, with burial in the Clay 
Center Cemetery. 


LINCOLN GROUPS 
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IRANDA J. TUCKER, father 
of Vida Tucker, operator at 
Beatrice, passed away at his 
home in Sterling on Decem- 
ber 10. Funeral services 
were held December 11 in 
the Methodist Church with 
the Reverend C. F. Watters 
officiating. 


CHARLES GLOVER, father 
of Mrs. Harold Tyson, gen- 
eral traffic department, died 
at a Lincoln hospital on De- 
cember 26. Funeral services 
were held at Hodgmans 
Mortuary on December 29. 
Burial was in Lincoln Me- 
morial Cemetery. 


MRS. FANNIE PAULINE 
KIKENBARY, retired oper- 
ator, died at her home in 
Union, December 27. Fu- 
neral services were held at 
the Methodist Church, De- 
cember 29. Burial was in the 
East Union Cemetery. 


January, 1942 


“Remember Pear! 
Harbor’ 


2 DEFENSE 


STATES 
SAVINGS 


It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. Our 
government calls on you to 
help now. 

Buy defense bonds or stamps 
today. Buy them every day if 
you can. But buy them on a 
regular basis. 

Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 cents. 
Defense bonds and stamps can 
be bought at all banks and 
postoffices, and stamps can 
also be purchased at retail 
stores. In Lincoln, and in all 
other district and area points, 
stamps may also be purchased 
from our own Company. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


aor brings an unusual amount of new problems for 
1942 in which the telephone industry, nation wide, 


is vitally interested. 


The requirements of the Government for telephone 
service exceed anything heretofore ex- 


perienced and our own organization is 
called upon to carry its share of addi- 


tional burdens. 


Of immediate interest is the task 
of providing telephone service for the 
new Shell loading plant near Wahoo. 
This will be no small undertaking. It 
presents the largest single telephone 
installation job which our company has 
undertaken for many years. Our or- 
ganization is equal to the task and I’m 


certain everyone will cheerfully accept any assignment 
which may be required in order to bring this great shell 
loading plant into early production. 


We all want to do our share toward winning this 
war and winning it as soon as possible. In this connection 
it may well be that many of our employees will be 
called inte some branch of the service. They will leave 
with the earnest wishes of all for a speedy and happy 


return. 


The year ahead, then, looks a bit difficult but the 
Officers and Directors of this Company have entire 
confidence in the loyalty and patriotism of every em- 
ployee. A finer group of folks just doesn’t exist, we 
know, and regardless of the demands which the future 
may make upon us, there is no doubt in our minds that 
the entire Lincoln Telephone organization will be doing 


its full share. 


We wish you all a Happy New Year. 
J. H. AGEE. 


ENJOYED CHRISTMAS 
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Employees in several departments in Lincoln made the coming of Santa Claus a special event. 


general office club room. 
the bucking hobby horse. 
and Danny King make 


had a Christmas tree, too. 


3. Our prize picture! 


The business office group, as shown in the top pictures, went in for an evening of hilarity in the 
|. Mary Rood and Bill Quinn give Irene Egan good (?) advice about riding 
This horse “tossed” practically every rider who tried it. 

ready to “cut a rug.” 

ager K. B. Cary tried to ride the hobby horse—and see what happened! 


2. Bonnie Nelson 
District Commercial Man- 
4. The service department 


Here the girls of the department get all thrilled waiting for their presents. 
5. “Santa Claus” Clayton Liebhart, district plant manager, seems to be making a speech! 
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Personalities in the Month's News 
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Eastern District 
rma Keligren 


David City 


N THE Saturday evening before | 
Christmas, the men of the David | 
: office e a Bohemian-style | 


City enjoyed 
duck dinner at the City Cafe at Bruno. 
Out-of-town guests were George Me- 
and Andy Holt of York; Claude 
Beatrice; Tyler Ryan, 
Connors, 
Plattsmouth; Dick Man- 
Miers, and Thad 
The evening was spent 
. The commercia! and 
Sirls held their annual Christ- 
party the evening of December 23 
Rose Room of the Perkins Ho- 
three-course dinner was served, 
a which the girls exchanged giits. 
I remainder of the evening was 
spent playing games. Catherine 
Northway just couldn't resist an offi- 
eer. To prove it, she is wearing a 
diamond on that third finger left hand. 
Congratulations to the boy friend... 
Moreanne Allidritt spent Christmas 
with her parents in Friend, while 
Dorothy Funkhouser visited her 
grandmother at Shelby. Catherine 
Northway visited friends in Lincoln 
the evening of December 19. . Vern 
Campbell, area manager, attended a 
party in Lincoln the same evening. 
Louisville 
Ruth Maier returned to work De- 
eember 22 after a week's absence due 
to a tonsilectomy. 
Nebraska City 
Considering the time of the year— 
news is searce—-perhaps it is because 
the boy friends and brothers are in 
the Army—Kathryn Bennett, Mildred 
Cohn, Rita Simunaci, Barbara Pfann, 
Luecilie Bussey and Edith Rivett spent 
Christmas without them. Lucille 
Bussey shopped in Omaha the week- 
end of December 20. Phyllis 
Fritsch, a Kay Kyser fan, attended his 
recent appearance in Omaha. : 
Evalyn Sprague Christmas shopped in 
Lineoin this year. New, young 
and ambitious night students are Na- 
dine Borland, Phyllis Adams and Lu- 
ecille Bussey who are under the super- 
vision of Kate Owens. A new local 
student is Jean Jackson. . We were 
Dileasantly surprised by a visit from 
Alvin “‘Red’’ Reed, a former employee, 
now working in California. Mr. Reed 
was back here because of the serious 
iliness of his mother. 


Platismouth 


held their 
December 22. 


annual 
Gifts 
played. 


The employees 
Christmas party 
were exchanged and games 
Prizes went to Mr. Nearhood, Mrs. 
Bull, Mr. Abrams, Miss Sutton and 
Mrs. Shellenbarger. Lunch was served 
t a late hour. Mr. and Mrs. 
George Dobson and Dickie’ spent 
Christmas in Lincoln with Mr. Dob- 
son’s mother. George's brother Duane 


ua 


Hum- | 
Nebraska City: 


. 
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New- | 


| 


and family of Las Cruces, New Mexico | 


were also there. Eunice Copen- 
haver, assistant chief operator, spent 
her two weeks’ vacation visiting her 


family in Syracuse. Most of the time 


she was ill with the flu. 
Weeping Waier 
Dewey Olsen and his family were in 
Vahoo during the Christmas holidays. 
. Mr. and Mrs. Gray spent Christmas 
with friends in Plattsmouth, 


Genera! Offices 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Ruth Brown 
We know that we should think of 


something very clever with which to 
Start this column just on account of 
it is the first month of the new year— 
but by the time a clever thought had 


popped into our mind it would be the 
beginning of another year and that 
would be getting nowhere much too 
fast! Henry “Hank” Ames has 
Started the year 1942 in an enviable 
manner. ‘“‘Hank”’ has retired and will 
enjoy a nice long vacation which he 
so well deserves. Of course, the De- 
partment “feels” his absence, but it 


would be selfish of us to wish him 
back and so we just wish for him all 
the fine things which he has and 
will always pass on to others. ... 
Christmas has passed, leaving behind 
the usual ftoud ties and diamonds. 
Aleta Mae Schmidt and Pauline Culp 
keep looking and sighing over their 
third-finger-left-hands! Pauline will 
leave us on January 15, going to Cali- 
fornia to acquire the title of ‘‘Mrs.”’ 
Another girl in the department, 
Winona Way, will “take up the op- 
tion” on a diamond supplied several 
years ago and will also leave for 
California on January 15. The two 
California bound brides will be able 
to exchange recipes on the way out! 

. Grace Hauschild spent the Christ- 
mas holiday at Sioux City, Iowa. . 
R. E. Galley helped in doing the pre- 
Christmas house cleaning, while on a 
week’s vacation. lla Mae Camp- 
bell, of Waco, Nebr. has taken up 
duties in the Revenue section. ... The 
Diizzard of New Year’s Eve caused a 
bottie neck as far as travelers were 
concerned! Glennice Anderson went 
to her home at Mead and to Fremont 
io «6visit friends. She didn’t realize 
just how long her “visit” was to be! 
Snow-blocked roads kept her at Fre- 
mont until the Sunday following New 
Year’s day! The Dewey Nelsens 
were confined to the home of friends 
for all of the New Year’s eve while 
their car reposed in a snow bank about 
that many feet deep! ... Funny story 


. 
SEE ee ee 


—~R. E. Galley ‘‘says’” he went to bed | 
at 10:30 p. m. on the eve of the new 
year! Ha! Ha! ... trene Korcek spent 


a 


wonderful time Your correspond- 


| storm 
week end in Kansas City having a | 


1. These young ladies are the directory compilation experts of the Lincoln business office. With a new directory just about to be published, 
they are mighty busy these days. Left to right: Joan Finch, Lois Tucker, Dorothy Wallick. 
Maude Willey, chief operator at Beatrice, is pleased as can be with the traffic department’s Christmas tree. 


3. 


reads while resting. 


4. Mary K. Hansen, operator, Lincoln, is a newcomer but she poses with all the nonchalance of a veteran. 
Lincoln, has lots of bolts, nuts and stuff like that to play with. He may not have so many if material shortages continue! 
picture principally to prove owr December story about Lloyd Jenkins, first aid enthusiast of the general plant department. He is just 
getting a “good start” on the poor fellow who is his subject in this shot! 


likes to kill ducks! 


ent is expecting to receive a bill for 
one night’s room rent from the Omaha 
Burlington depot—charge for having 
spent practically 8 hours in the sta- 
tion waiting for trains that never came 
in! Happy New Year! 


Lincoln Business Office 
Dorothy Mobley 


Here it is time for the news again, 
so we had better see what has been 
going on this last month. ... The 
local commercial annual Xmas whing- 
ding was held the evening of Decem- 


ber 22 in the basement recreation 
room. The evening began quietly 
enough with “Bingo.” Prizes were 


given to the winner of each game, the 
prize of the evening being a bottle of 


that most exquisite creation “Ben 
Hur,” won by “Ot” Gorman. (What 
a coincidence!) A half hour later the 


party room and everyone in it smelled 
like—well, not Rosewell’s greenhouse. 
From then on it was every man for 
himself! None other than K. B. 
Cary turned out to be Santa Claus and 
an excellent one at that. He had a 
kiss for all the ladies—(it was good 
candy, too!) and a present for every- 
one. Incidentally, if he spends a few 
days standing up we'll know the rea- 
son why. It seems that for some ob- 
secure reason the entertainment com- 
mittee provided a hobby horse (cute 
thing!) which had to be ridden by a 
few unfortunate individuals whose 
numbers were drawn from a hat. Mr. 
Cary was elected to do the demon- 
strating. He did! He demonstrated 
exactly how not to go about riding 
it by cheerfully climbing on the horse 
and immediately being bucked off (so 
he claims!) The big event of the eve- 
ning all started with a little sprig of 
mistletoe and Gorman. The _ unsus- 
pecting lad was seized by two local 
office stalwarts and pinned on the 
table over which hung the mistletoe 
and the girls formed a line on the 
right. We needn’t tell you what an 
effort it was for Al Ager and Bill 
Quinn to hold him down! We have 
witnesses to prove that he did strug- 
gle—well—once, anyway! Don’t offer 
Spahnle or Walroth any chocolate ice 
cream cones as they had to feed each 
other chocolate ice cream cones while 
blindfolded. The prize for the first one 
to finish was—-you guessed it—a choc- 


olate ice cream cone! <A _ delectable 
lunch was served later and “a good 
time was had by all.” Bill Quinn, 


Mary Rood and Myrtle Hiner provided 
the entertainment; Bonnie Nelson, 
Joan Finch and Dick Lahr the deco- 
rations, and Aldean Wood, Irene Egan, 
Howard Spahnle and Dick Lahr the 
food. Al Ager was transferred to 
the Plant department on December 15. 
Good luck, Al. We had several 


vacationers this month. Lee Schlentz 
took the last week of his vacation 
from December 18 to 26. He spent 


some time at David City and he was 
in Couneil Bluffs for Christmas. Lee 
was in a minor accident coming back 
from Council Bluffs. During the snow- 
a fellow in a Model A came 
down the wrong side of the road and 
sideswiped Lee. ‘There was some dam- 


is about to get “conked” by one of his camp buddies. 


age, but no injuries. Bill Morris 
spent his vacation from December 15 
to 28 at home resting and playing with 
his young daughter. . .. Claude Helm 
took the last week of his vacation 
this month. He went to Missouri. 
Need we say more? ...A. B. Waters 
took the second week of his vacation 
from December 26 to 31. George 
Walroth spent Christmas Day at Su- 
perior. .. Wilma McIntire was at 
home in Nebraska City on Christmas 
Day. We'll have to tell you about a 
little incident in connection with her 
return to Lincoln. She decided to bring 
some Christmas wine back to some of 
her friends, so she put some in a fruit 
jar and started back on the bus. We 
all know how wine “oozes” out of a 
jar when shaken up, well, that is just 
what happened in this case. Wilma 
wrapped her handkerchief around the 
top of the jar, but that didn’t help. 
She said she had been smelling the 


wine for so long she didn’t realize 
that others in the bus might have 
smelled it, too. Finally the lady sit- 


ting next to Wilma began to sniff and 
wrinkle up her nose. Then she leaned 
toward Wilma and whispered confi- 
dentially “I believe those men behind 
us have been drinking!’ Wilma spoke 
right up and said, “Oh, no, it smells 
like alcohol in the radiator to me!” 
At any rate Wilma breathed a sigh 
of relief when the bus pulled into 
the Lincoln depot and_ incidentally 
there was enough wine left for her 
friends to enjoy. Everyone is 
back to work now fully recovered from 
Christmas, although it took Dick Lahr 
a little longer to recover than the 
rest of us. Everyone has told every- 
one else all about the gifts ‘‘Santa” 
brought them and now we are trying 
to settle down to normal again, 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller 


Art Keckler spent his vacation from 
December 8 to 22 at home. . Mary 
Sullivan stayed home during her vaca- 
tion doing Christmas house-cleaning. 
... Frank Young took the second week 
of his vacation from December 1 to 7. 
... Bedric Wanek spent the first week 
of his vacation at home and the second 
week he and his wife visited a brother 
in Indianapolis. Harry Spurlock 
stayed at home during his vacation 
from December 18 to 24... .R. L. 
Clinton spent the second week of his 
vacation staying at home playing with 
his son’s electric train. ... Carl Kees- 
ter vacationed from December 16 to 27 
at Little Rock, Arkansas, visiting his 
son, who is in Company G, 110th Med- 
ical Regiment. He has since been 
transferred. Your correspondent 
vacationed from December 18 to 24. 


Three of our switchroom em- 
ployees were on the sick-list last 
month: C. T. Ford and A. E. Dulin 


and H. Smith had a bad 
sore throat. Roy Cleveland was a 
visitor at the “3” office last month. 
.. The following changes in our per- 
sonnel occurred during the month of 
December: James Miller and Byron 
Pattison were transferred to the Shop. 
R. S. Ferguson and FE. F. Curtis were 


had the flu 


added to our forces. They are em- 
ployed under the supervision of Mr. 
Neff. . . . Jimmy Anderson from 
Santa Monica, California, was in the 
office December 17 visiting with his 
oJld friends. Jimmy formerly worked 
in the switchroom. ... Mrs. Loraine 
Byers of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
visited us on December 26. . . We 
are glad to hear that Mrs. Theo John- 
son, a former employee in the service 
department, is recovering satisfactorily 
from two mastoid operations. ... Al 
Pugsley returned to work December 
11, after being off for several weeks 
with a back injury. 


Supply Department 
John Reed 


Welton Grant, Ernest Johnson, Elvin 
Wait, and Phillip Garvey were trans- 
ferred to the service department, De- 
cember 15, to attend special classes 
under a plant training program recent- 
ly set up by the Company. The boys 
made rather unexpected use, at least 
at the present stage of their training, 
of the rudiments of plant maintenance 
when they were suddenly called to 
assist in the restoration of telephone 
service disrupted by the sleet storm 
of December 23. .. . To replace the 
boys taking the plant training, Byron 
D. Pattison and James F. Miller, cus- 
todians under Lyman Neff, were trans- 
ferred to the general repair shop to 
become apprentice shopmen. We ex- 
tend our cordial welcome to Jim and 
Pat. . New men in the supply de- 
partment are Merle Burge and Donald 
Molzahn. Merle started here as ware- 
houseman on December 22. Donald, 
who is attending the University of 
Nebraska, was added to the storeroom 
force on December 15. Glad to have 
you with us, Merle and Don! ...H. 
Huddleston recently received a letter 
from Lt. Sterling Dobbs, who is with 
the 35th Engineer Regiment located, 
at this writing, at Camp Robinson, Ar- 
kansas. Sterling, a former shop em- 
ployee, spoke of liking army life very 
much. We wish you luck in these 
trying times, Sterling! .. . Visitors to 
the general repair shop were Leonard 
Van Horn on December 11, and Charles 
Connors on December 26. Leonard 
was formerly employed in the con- 
struction department and is now work- 
ing on the location of the Ordnance 
Plant to be built at Wahoo. Charles, 
a brother of Ralph Connors of Ne- 
braska City, resigned from the con- 
struction department on December 23 
to join the Navy... John Sullivan 
and Wallace Backus, retired em- 
ployees, paid us visits during the 
month of December. ... We thought 
the vacation season had about fin- 
ished, but it seems there are a few 
yet to end this hectic year. ‘To start 
with, Oscar Lewis took his vacation 
December 1 to 6 and spent the time 
taking things easy at home. . Elvin 
Wait had his vacation, December 1 to 
13, which he spent at Comstock, Ne- 
braska, in company with a_ brother 
living there. ... Rolland Winders and 
Harry Smith alternated in taking vaca- 
tions during November and December. 
Rollie had his November 24 to 29 and 


2. Elna Robertson, toll operator, Lincoln, 


7. Meet Helen Terry, of the Lincoln operating force. She 
8. And another Lincoln operator is Verna Hansen. 9. In this picture one of our soldiers—Dan Smith, of Beatrice— 
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5. Ben Ferguson, warehouse, 
6. We print this 


December 25 to 31, while Harry took 
time off December 19 to 24 As far 
as we have been able to find out, 
they stayed at home principally to 
take advantage of the holidays and 
get a good rest (from the effects of 
holiday merrymaking, no doubt.) ... 
Lowell Johnson and Kent Eno had 
their vacations between Christmas and 
New Year’s. We presume they got 
their money’s worth out of their chil- 
dren’s toys. ... E. T. Westerhoff took 
off the entire week before Christmas 
to get ready for the big day. ... 
Ernest Royce also was on vacation, 
December 21 to 27. True to the old 
telephone tradition, Ernie was seen 
riding around with Donald Aydelott. 
Could this be a “busman’s holiday?” 
. . . We ought to mention Christmas 
trips made by several of the suppliers. 
Gay Henderson drove his wife and 
her parents to Corpus Christi, Texas, 
to visit her brother, who is in the air 
corps at the naval training § station 
there. Gay left the evening of De- 
cember 22 and returned December 28. 
. Welson Maxfield took his family 
to Weeping Water over Christmas day 
to visit his wife’s folks there. They 
left their son, Richard, to spend his 
Christmas vacation in Weeping Water 
and return to Lincoln by train after 
New Year’s day. . Walter Knudson 
and his family spent Christmas day 
with his relatives at Beaver Cross- 
ing. . Ralph Stebbings went to 
Kansas to spend the holiday there. 
Yep, ‘“‘Muggs” is up and _= around 
again after an operation for appen- 
dicitis on December 4. We are sin- 
cerely glad to see him looking his old 
self once more. . .. Doubtless, you 
all know about the smoker we had at 
the Warehouse on December 19. We 
enjoyed the splendid films on wild 
life from the Field and Stream, shown 
through the courtesy of a Lincoln doc- 
tor. The lunch alone was worth the 
admission price. This last reminds us 
of a story about Donald Aydelott and 
Herman Studier that has been going 
the rounds of the Warehouse that Don 
got the cash admissions all mixed up 
with his own money. When Herm 
tried to help Don straighten out his 
account, Don ended up with a visibly 
flattened pocketbook and Herm had 
somehow acquired more cash than he 
could account for. We don’t know 
how they got the matter settled, but we 
still hear loud arguments every time 
Don and Herm get together. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Ruth Schulte 


Our annual Christmas party takes 
first place in this month’s column and 
well it should, due entirely to the fact 
that it was indeed a great success and 
good entertainment and food was en- 
joyed by all who attended. Special 
guests included Mrs. Brewster, Miss 
Marilyn Brewster and our genial Gen- 
eral Manager, Mr. Agee. With Idris 
Sell as general chairman and Georgia 
Finnigan as program chairman and 
mistress of ceremonies, special fea- 
tures during the evening included ac- 
cordion and song selections with a 
nifty bit of tap dancing—all by the 


Reaser sisters and several select read- 
ings offered by Mrs. Nora Osborne. 
Bingo’ also shared top honors in en- 
tertainment even though Rod “I Didn't 
Cheat” Andrews practically worked 
his brain overtime to walk away with 
almost every prize offered during the 
entire evening. Ain’t you ashamed, 
Rod? And it was all we could do to 
suppress our giggles and control our 
grinning faces when, quite by acci- 
dent, Lorena Clark toppled off her 
chair and into the Christmas tree and 
a pile of presents to be most beauti- 
fully decorated with tinsel and pine 
needles. Lorena said it all came about 
with such suddenness that had she 
been more prepared, she would have 
come dressed as Santa Claus and 
starting passing out the Christmas 
packages. So don’t be surprised at 
what Clark might do next year! After 
distribution of the gifts and cards, we 
all took ourselves to the cafeteria for 
delicious refreshments prepared by 
Mrs. Watson and her committee. . . 

Another party during the holiday sea- 
son was the supervisors’ get-together 
December 20 at the home of Mildred 
With. A grand time was reported by 
all who attended. . A few more 
late vacationers to wind up this year’s 
schedule were Betty Barrere, Jean 
Framstead, Anna Seymour, Erma Dill- 
worth, and Marie Jackson, all of whom 
rested at home doing a little of this 
and a little of that! And Merlie Mar- 
kuson spent a day in David City and 
Omaha. And Mary Ellen Wardlaw 
surprised us all when she went to 
Little Rock, Arkansas, on her vaca- 
tion and came back a “Missus.” Con- 
sratulations,;, Mary Ellen! . .. Maxine 
Mattison week-ended December 5 at 
Denver, Colorado. Don’t tell us it’s 
them there mountains you enjoy seeing, 
Mac! . ., Congratulations to Phyllis 
Lane, toll operator! She received a 
diamond ring for Christmas from 
“Him”... . Just watch Marie APpgar’s 
face turn as crimson as junior’s little 
red wagon when you mention the 
night she came into work, sat down 
at the board and prepared to answer 
a long distance light and suddenly 
realized to her utter amazement she 
had forgotten to put on her headset! 
Guess Marie was trying something new 
in telephone operating and found it 
just wouldn’t work! ... We're sorry 
to hear Alma Howell has been ill but 


we hope she will be back with us real 
soon, 


Western District 
Lloyd W. Cleveland 


Deweese 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry: Muzek went to 
Omaha Wednesday to spend Christmas 
with their daughter, Ellen. 


Fairfield 


The Fairfield exchange was cut to 
dial December 16 and after a couple 
of weeks’ rest Florence Ranson and 
Izola McReynolds will report at York 
for duty and Rogene Wakelin will be 
“punching the clock” at-Fairbury. 


Geneva 


On Wednesday, December 10, the 
Geneva employees formally greeted 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Moorehead at a 
covered dish luncheon at the Moore- 
head home. After doing a thorough 
job of cleaning-up the covered dishes, 
the group enjoyed playing cards and 
marble games. ... Next on the Geneva 
social calendar was a_pre-Christmas 
dinner at the home of Mrs. Muriel 
Pearson, Thursday, December 18, for 
the traffic and commercial girls. La- 
verne Ogg was the hostess to the 
Broup. After dinner the girls ex- 
rec gifts and took flashlight pic- 
ures. 


Harvard 


Katherine Hohnstein took her vaca- 
tion the week of December 15 and at- 
tended the wedding of her nephew in 
Minden. 


Hastings Plant 


On the morning of the 24th, all of 
the fellows who were not working at 
Fairmont (restoring service which was 
disrupted by the sleet storm) aided 
the Good Fellows in the loading and 
distribution of Christmas packages for 
those who were not as fortunate as us. 
We are always glad to assist the Good 
Fellows but hate to load so many 
packages; not because of the work, but 
because it gives us too true a picture 
of conditions here in our territory. 
When we returned from the audi- 
torium we were greeted by another 
check and letter from our president. 
The Hastings fellows want to take this 
means of expressing our sincere ap- 
preciation to the company for the 
swell Christmas. . . . Some of the 
fellows were a little disgusted with 
Max Walker for not throwing a 
“whing-ding” while his wife was out 
of town so took steps to get even 
with Max. When Max was passing 
out the checks on the 4th he came to 
Walt Klich’s, and as Walt was busy on 
a ladder at the time he told Max to 
throw it in the waste basket which he 
did. Some time later Walt retrieved 
the check. Along about noon Walt 
asked Max for his check. In the mean- 
time Max supposed that he had. given 
all the checks out. It seems that Max 
had the trash can emptied out on the 
basement floor and had made Major 
Hoople look like a piker before he de- 
cided that something else had hap- 
pened to the check. ‘'Enyhoo’’—after 
about half an hour he caught on that 
he was being ribbed. To make a long 
story longer everyone had a good time 
—except Max. Now everyone is backed 
against the wall waiting for whatever 
should happen to.come their way... 
Since this correspondent failed to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas last 
month, we will do the next best thing 
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by wishing you all quick recoveries 


from the stress and strain of the 
season 
Hastings Traffic 
‘Mickey’ George, Beth Borley and 


Mergaret Yetman used their vacations 
Going their last minute Christmas 
shopping. Elanor Sundstrom spent her 
vaeation visiting friends and relatives 
in South Dakota. , On December 
9, Frieda Hoffman, as hostess, assisted 
by Lilhan Blliott and Marie Pearson 
prepared a grand chicken dinner in 
honor of Melanise Breault. After din- 
ner Melanise told the group about her 
work in California and some interest- 
ing places and things she had seen. 
. On December i6 the traffic and 
commercial girls gathered for their 
annual Christmas party at the Y.W.C.A. 
Rooms. Mr. Perkins and Mr. Hohl- 
felad showed several very interesting 
motion pictures of vacation trips taken 
by Mr. Perkins. This was followed by 
an exchange of gifts with a special 
sift being presented to Lucille Voll- 
chief operator, and our Travel- 


weiler, 
ing Instructress, Anne Seymour. 


Hebron 

H. G. Taedter has been helping with 
the installation of the dial equipment 
at Fairfield. ... Mr. and Mrs. E. H. 
Wellman spent the 19th of December 
in Lineom. ... Our office took on a 
beautiful Christmas attire. In the 
eommercial office we had a large 
Christmas tree with a goodly number 
of packages under it. We had our an- 
nual Christmas party on the 23rd of 
December. 


Osceola 


Agnes Gustafson, chief operator, en- 
joyed the second week of her vaca- 
tion beginning December 1 at home. 


Polk 

Quoting from a news 
“Polk Progress’: ‘Forty members 
were present at a highly enjoyable 
meeting at the Schultz Cafe Monday 
evening. After enjoying a good meal, 
members settled back and enjoyed a 
nalf hour of interesting card tricks 
provided by L. C, “Smick” Williams 
of Stromsburg. Mr. Williams is some- 
what of a magician and an expert at 
eard tricks. Through his efforts, the 
members enjoyed one of the most 
interesting meetings in recent months,” 
The following gals visited and 
shopped in the following towns: Lin- 
nea Bkdahil, Omaha, December 5; Jo 
Ann Lindburg to Grand Island, De- 
eember 9; Leona McConnell to Polk 
on December 13. . The operators 
held their annual Christmas party 
December i1 in the Company rest 


item in the 


room. Gifts were exchanged and a 
delicious luneh was enjoyed at the 
close of the evening. 
Shelby 
Nona Brusnahan, night operator at 
Priend, was a dinner guest of Mrs. 
Mayme Carroll on Sunday, December 
20 
Superior 
Area Manager Frank F. Kubat and 
Mrs. Kubat spent Christmas with rela- 


tives in Geneva... 
Superior exchange had a Christmas 
party and a gift exchange. ... Melba 
Richards, chief operator, and Cozie 
Bruckert, operator, spent a recent 
week-end visiting in Manhattan and 
Kansas City, Kansas. 


Suiion 


Edith Schleiger, chief operator, Erma 
Brown, night operator, and Area Man- 
ager Stuart teok their vacations the 
last two weeks of this month. 


York 


When the Christmas season arrived, 
the girls in the traffic department 
were not left out in the matter of 
parties and such. Just to show every- 
one else how it is done, a gala affair 
was held in the rest room on the eve 
of December 19. After everyone had 
“oohed” and “ahed” about the lovely 
tree, who should appear but Santa 
Claus, alias Hazel Bell Tomasen, an 
ex-employee. Santa distributed candy 
and gifts to all the good little girls 
and then a lovely lunch including 
plenty of good rich cream was served 
to everybody. To help preserve that 
Yuletide feeling the lights were turned 
low and the whole group sang Christ- 


. The girls of the 


mas carols directed by Madeline 
“Slap-Happy” Davis and Virginia 
“Keep “Em Singing” Barth. ... This 


is a funny time of the year for vaca- 
tion but Maxine Barrett and Beth 
Mohler had lots of fun. Maxine spent 
a whole week in Greeley, Colorado, 
and although Beth spent several days 
in Lincoln she did say that the “high- 
light” of her vacation turned out to 
be Raymond. . Our plant depart- 
ment is still the very center of ac- 
tivity with the cutting over of the 
cable in full force. Doc Wilson has 
been lending an eager hand on the 
instructing of George Mehuron in the 
operations of the eaquipment.... The 
comnmmercial department is very glad 
to have with us a newcomer by the 
name of Marie Haberman. Marie came 
to work on the 22nd of December. 


Southern District 


Ted Ray 
Auburn 


James E. Smith spent a week’s vaca- 
tion visiting friends and relatives in 
Lincoln. . Ruth James left Decem- 
ber 20 for Ord where she will join 
her parents and continue on to Cali- 
fornia where they will visit her 
brother in San Diego. ...<A miscel- 
laneous shower was given for Mary 
Liewellyn on December 15 by the tele- 
phone employees. She became the 
pride of Melvin M. Bigley on De- 
cember &. 


Beatrice 


Ethelbelie Cambridge spent a week- 
end at Sidney, Iowa. ... With vaca- 
tion a thing of the past we'll just 
have to find something else to write 
about such as Betty Gillham’s beauti- 
ful ring on that certain finger and I 
don’t mean thumb... 
party this year 


really was a com- 
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, Our Christmas | 


plete success because jolly Santa was 
with us, and it was no one else but 
Mrs. Cordys Conley, a former operator. 
. June Conant has exchanged her 
headset for a rolling pin. She has 
gone to Davenport, Iowa, to be mar- 
ried. . . . Jeanne Ellermeier also left 
us to move to Lincoln with her par- 
ents. . . . Vida Tucker spent a week 
at her home in Sterling during the 
iliness and death of her father. Our 
deepest sympathy is extended to you, 
Vida. 


Cook 


Lillian Harper of Lincoln visited the 
Cook office November 23. . Helen 
Weber was in Bailey’s Hospital in Lin- 
ecoln for treatment. 


Crab Orchard 


Bertha Sharp visited at Wetmore, 
Kansas, November 30. . Ed Piper of 
Lincoln was a visitor at the Sharp 
home December 23. 


Dawson 
Irene Johnson and her sister Esther 
West entertained at dinner at their 


home on Christmas day. Their par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert West, and 
brother Lester, Mr. and Mrs. Reynold 
Schooler and son Bobby, and Mr. C. 
A. Hainesworth and daughters of Sa- 
betha, Kansas, were guests. 


Douglas 


Mrs. Emma Bradley was a Lincoln 
shopper on December 4. 


Fairbury 


The girls of the Fairbury exchange 
held their annual Christmas party De- 
cember 22. Following a delicious chick- 
en dinner, Shirley Bradshaw and Jes- 
sie Reid sang a Christmas duet and 
Pearl Bishop sang a solo; then Santa, 
in the guise of Gertrude Knobel, pre- 
sented the gifts with an appropriate 
verse for each. Mr. Longdon very 
graciously showed several reels of col- 
ored films of his trip through the 
Grand Canyon. ... Gerald Caley and 
Floyd Nave were in Lincoln Friday 
attending the smoker. . . . Floyd Nave 
sustained a cut on the eyeball this 
month while tree trimming, but was 


able to return to work immediately. 
Friend 
Miss Heckman and Miss Redman 


(Abbott and Costello) decorated our 
office for the holidays, that is they 
did what they couldn’t talk Jim into 
doing for them. . Our Christmas 
party was held at the home of Mr. 
Eurichs. The only thing that was lack- 
ing was time, we had a _ wonderful 
time, nice presents and too many eats. 
. Miss Marcum’s mother broke her 
wrist so Margaret is trying to be an 
operator, a nurse and a housekeeper. 
After a few days of rather emphatic 
language we are beginning to get it 
through our heads that it is not so 
easy. 


Humboldt 


Catherine Gillan, chief operator, and 
her sister attended the 60th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the First Pres- 
byterian Church at Auburn, December 
4, ... Mr. and Mrs. George Damon 
and family spent Friday evening, De- 
cember 5, visiting at Morrill, Kansas. 
. Gayle Neff spent a few days of 
her vacation visiting friends at Mound 
City, Missouri. Manager Ryan 
and George Damon went to Beatrice, 
Friday evening, December 12, to at- 
tend a stag party. ... Mary Meister 
was Christmas shopping in Falls City, 
December 138. ... Mr. and Mrs. “Bus” 
Ryan were Lincoln visitors December 
20. . . . Our Christmas gift exchange 


was held at the office Monday eve- 
ning, December 22. Everyone came 
loaded with candy, nuts, fruit, ete. 


Each one received a gift and all the 
goodies they could eat. 


Nemaha 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Slagle left De- 
cember 24 for Burns, Wyoming, to 
spend a few days with friends and 
relatives. 


Pickrell 
Mrs. Maude Davis spent Christmas 
with her daughter in Alma, Nebraska. 


Steinauer 


Mrs. Bridget Divis enjoyed the re- 
mainder of her vacation the week of 
December 8 visiting relatives and 
friends at St. Edwards. L. V. 
Razac of Batesland, So. Dakota, vis- 
ited the Divis family. 


| 
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Sterling 


Mable Weyers and Esther Fritz spent 
a weekend visiting in Adams. 
Helen Wehmer was a Lincoln visitor. 
; The employees of the Sterling 
exchange enjoyed a Christmas party 
at the home of L. F. Broman Decem- 
ber 19. Everyone reported a grand 
time. 


Table Rock 


Bernice Johnson, operator, spent De- 
cember 8 and 9 visiting with her aunt 
at Red Cloud, Nebr. . ..A Christmas 
party was held December 16 with an 
exchange of gifts. 


Tecumseh 
Myrtle Murphy has returned from 
her two weeks’ vacation reporting a 


nice time. . C. B. Meshier is spend- 
ing his vacation at home visiting with 
his son, Charles, who is home from 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis. 


Wilber 
Viola Knapp spent her vacation vis- 


iting her sisters at Western and at 
home. Amelia and Ann Aden 
Spent Christmas with Mrs. George 


Lloyd and family. 


SUMMARY OF 
ANNUAL REPORT 


made to the Department of Banking, 
State of Nebraska by the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Employes Co- -operative Credit 
Association of Lincoln, Nebraska, at 
the close of business December 31, 1941. 


RESOURCES 
Loans to Members........... $ 80,158.97 
Other Approved Investments 9,668.58 
Cash on Hand and Due 
from Banks ..... 18,733.59 
Total $108,561.14 
LIABILITIES 
Share Capital Paid In oy 
Members... .$ 19,623.60 
Deposits of Members... 84,489.29 
Guaranty Fund (Reserve 
for Contingencies) 1,557.84 
Undivided Profits 441.10 
Other Liabilities ...................... 2,449.31 
5: | i re $108,561.14 


State of Nebraska ) 
County of Lancaster | 


We, the President, the Secretary or 
Secretary-Treasurer, and a majority of 
the Supervisory Committee of the Lin- 
coln Telephone Employes Co-operative 
Credit Association of Lincoln, Nebras- 
ka, do solemnly swear that the fore- 
going statement of the condition of the 
said association is true and correct, to | 
the best of our knowledge and belief. 


I. J. DEVOE, 

H. W. POTTER, 

H. F. McCULLA, 
Supervisory Committee. 

F. < ree President. 


SS. 


this oth day of deruars y, 1942. 


C. H. ANDERSON, 
Notary Public. 


1944, 


(Seal) 
My commission expires August 6, 


December ‘Accident 


Quiz’ Winners 


$5.00 Cash Award — R. A. 
Pugsley, Service Depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 


$3.00 Cash Award — Lula 
Kloepper, General Plant De- 
partment, Lincoln. 


$2.00 Cash Award—Earl L. 
Welch, Construction Depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 


HONORABLE MENTION: 


J. L. Potter, Manager, Ash- 
land; C. W. Scholz, Engineer- 
ing Department, Lincoln; 
Lloyd Jenkins, General Plant 
Department, Lincoln. 


As summarized from the 
various papers received, the 
following is the solution to 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 
For December 


Central District 


Eastern District— 


David City 
Nebraska City 
Plattsmouth 
Seward 


Auburn 
Beatrice 
Fairbury 
Tecumseh 
Wilber 


ee 


Geneva 
Hastings 
Hebron 

Stromsburg 
Superior 
Sutton 


ee 
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Gain or Loss 
Since 
January 1, 1941 


Ee ae Ce —138 3 
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4 8 

6 152 
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2 54 

0 218 
21 —16 
—9 15 
—4] 

= 10 
—14 —6] 
—45 —93 
—5 —50 
16 10 
=I2 —50 
—8 —36 
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—44 —243 
—115 


-/1. Who or what was at fault? 


the December Accident Quiz 
‘| question: 


Both drivers were at fault for 
failing to comply with traffic 
| regulations. 


| 


2. How could 
avoided? 
It could have been avoided 
had the driver of the sedan 
made his left turn from the 
traffic lane nearest the center 
of the street, after properly 


it have been 


signalling his intention to 
turn. 
It also could have _ been 


avoided had the foreman re- 
frained from passing at or 
near an intersection. Had the 
foreman signalled his inten- 
tion of passing by sounding 
his horn, it might be assumed 
| that the driver of the sedan 
would have delayed his left- 
hand turn until the truck had 
passed. 


3. What steps should be taken 
to prevent a repetition? 
We, as Company drivers, 
must pay close attention to 
road conditions, traffic condi- 
tions, and _ traffic signals. 
When driving on unfamiliar 
streets, one must be on the 
alert for poorly marked in- 
tersections, or side roads. If 
we use these precautions, in 
addition to strict observance 
to traffic regulations, we may p 
prevent many accidents. 
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A section of the crowd which was enjoying the movies. 
table. 3. The “handout line” 


many before the program. 


January, 1942 


ACCOU NTANTS HONOR AMES 


1. General Auditor I. J. Devoe pays a sincere tribute to Mr. 

Ames, who is seated third from Mr. Devoe’s right. 

Jahn presents the department’s gifts. 

figure is the guest of honor, seated between two friends of 

long standing—Anne Keegan, on his right, and Grace Haus- 
child, on his left. 


2. G. W. 
3. A smiling and happy 


2. A lot of heavy eating was going on at this 
seemed endless to the food committee! 


4. Card games were enjoyed by 


Sales Honor Roll 


DECEMBER, 


1941 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 
No. Mos. 


Seward Area 


on Honor Haith, I; C.—Seward ccccccccessevscccecoos 
Name Exchange Dept. Roll SMANNERS, J. R—Seward........ 
; 4{MIERS, G. W.—Seward.............. 
aes oy haan ro Zone...... 3 Hughes, Edith—Milford ............. 
*Ahl, C. S.—Lincoln....000.. : a SEN gaia pis ie 
Backstrom, J. B—Lincoin at A Grubaugh, Margaret—Tamora.. 
alley, R. E.—Lincoln.................. 
‘SIRES, Laura—Lincoln .............. Al Walleo” ax6n 
'Vorhees, Emma Lou—Lincoln A Gilchrist, J. C.—Wahoo ............... 
‘Anderson, Cecile—Lincoln........ Hagenbuck, Hazel—Wahoo ........ 
'Kggerss, C. A.—Lincoln ............ C “PUCHKO, Joe—Wahoo ............... 
‘KING, E. W.—Lincoln ................ C 12!Myers, Hazel—Cedar Bluffs........ 
Morris, F. W.—Lincoln ................ C 11]|Holka, Margaret-—Ceresco ........ 
Tucker, Lois—Lincoln .....00....0...... Cc 
Boyles, C. W.—Lincoln ................ Cst. SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
Lahr, O. E.—Lincoln .................... Cst. 
Shirey, L. V.—Lincoln Cst. Auburn Area 


‘Ernst, E. A.—Auburn ................... 
Oglesby, G. L.—Auburn .............. 
3SMITH, J. E.—Auburn .............. 
Meister, Mary—Humboldt .......... 
Slagle, Alberta—Nemaha ............ 
Adams, Hope—Peru ........... ne ene 


Aeschliman, N. E.—Lincoln ........ 
‘Cleveland, R. M.—Lincoln ........ 
Garvey, P. J.—Lincoln ................ 
‘Geist, A. M.—Lincoln 000000000000... 
tek Paul J.—Lincoln.......... 


P 
Pp 
Pp 
P 
P 
C.—Lincoln.................. P 
P 
P 
P 
P 
SS 


4‘KING, 1 ; 

Kuchera, Frank Linco i oes Beatrice Area 
May, J SSINCONN .. -scnsnccanssnsccees : 

Miller, ri fa Cc —Lincoln pe Yee 1 1CRONE, Ethel—Beatrice sessoccced 


Ford, B. L.—Beatrice .................... 
1Grunewald, Helen—Beatrice .... 
4{HIGGINS, Dan—Beatrice .......... 
Lee, Mary—Beatrice 
2Nevitt, Frank—Beatrice 
Wilcox, Hattie—Burchard .......... 
Wieting, Mable—Plymouth 
Lane, Milly—Wymore .................. 
Robertson, Imogene-—Wymore.. 
Schemmerhorn, E. J.—Wymore 


Pugsley, J.—Lincoln ..... Bae ES at 
Donaldson, R. J.—Lincoln ..... a 
Rosenthal, W. A.—Lincoln .. 
Smith, H. F-—Lincoln ............. <a0es OD 
Leacock, Darlene—Lincoln ........ E: 
Leypoldt, Evelyn—Lincoln ........ T 


EASTERN DISTRICT 
| David City Area 


1 
3 
3 
2 
2 
3 
0 
5) 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
‘SCHMIDT, Mina—Lincoln ........ GP 7 
6 
1 
2 
8 
2 
8 
3 
0 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 


ateeeeee 


 Armagost, H. W.—David ha Sy 4 dra. Irene—Wymore ............ 
‘Richards, K. R.—David City... P 1| “Ondra, Trene—Wy 
een Derve Nebr, City... P 5 Fairbury Area 
| *Lant —Nebr. City.............. 10 
|Simunaci, Rita—Nebr. City. T" 9 (OnRRe TSO Baie ae asses 
Hewit, Grace—Dunbar ............ Z K y : 
nobel, Gertrude—Fairbur. y.. — 
| Lockhart, M.—Syracuse .............. T 2 | iMor dick, E.—Fairbury 
Len ee eg Moregios Roanbgey 
| Plattsmouth Area Cressman, Lizzie—Jansen. .......... 
Bull, C. M.—Plattsmouth.............. P 8 ha 
Bac Rose—Plattsmouth . 8 sig aco Sacha 
Koukal, Ruth—Plattsmouth ..... T 3|Kerr, F. B.—Tecumseh ................ 
‘Lamberson, A. E.—Plattsm'th.. P 4|MURPHY, Marie—Tecumseh .... 
“Carter, Miriam—Louisville ee T 3|Thompson, Goldie—Tecumseh.. 
Baker, M.—Weeping Water........ ‘T 1!Sharp, Bertha—Crab Orchard.... 


WESTERN DISTRICT 
Geneva Area 


Hutchens, Frances—Geneva ...... 7 2 
Moorhead, E. A.—Geneva 
Grewell, Margie—Exeter ( 
Prescott, Ethel—Fairmont .......... T 5 


Hastings Area 


‘Brock, G. D.—Hastings ............ P cf 
Cummings, W. E.—Hastings ...... P 1 
Duncan, Bette—Hastings ............ & 3 
1ELFRING, J.—Hastings ............ C 12 
Isaman, B. A.—Hastings ............. P 2 
‘ROHRER, Beatrice—Hastings.. Cc» 32 
“VOLLWEILER, A.—Hastings .. C 12 
‘Walker, M. C.—Hastings Giekiee. 2 9 


Stromsburg Area 


Headman, Erika—Stromsburg .. P 
Swanson, Ruth—Stromsburg .... C 5 
‘Williams, L. C.—Stromsburg.. Pies 


Superior Area 
‘WHITNEY, H. L.—Superior..... P 12 
Sutton Area 


Brown, Erma—Sutton .................. T 4 
Burbach, Laurietta—Sutton ...... diy 1 
‘Caldwell, P. J.—Clay Center.... P + 
Hohnstein, Katherine—Harvard T 5 
Hunt, Nellie—Harvard ................ a iy 2 
York Area 
Gunlaeck, Hanna—yYork ............... T 1 
Johnson, Mabel—yYork ................ T 2 
Krska, Velma—York .................... AW 1 
Brobst, Mildred—Benedict ........ T 4 
Walker, Grace—Bradshaw ......... T 7 
Ronne, Ida—McCool..................... T 3 


A—Accounting 
C—Commercial 
Cst.—Construction 
GP—General Plant 
P—Plant 
SS—Shop & Supply 
T—Traffic 


Number preceding the name indicates 
the number of years a member of the 
Twelve Months Club. 


ee 


AND STANPS 


Volume XXIV 


Wahoo Bomb Plant | 


Annual Meeting 
Re-elects All Officers © Needs Many Telephones 
DRELIMINARY surveys by 


General Manager Agee Sub- | + 
mits Interesting Report; Company indicate that a great 
Earnings Show Gain, But (amount of equipment will be) 
Expenses Also Climb. ‘needed to furnish service to 


} 


various departments of our | | 


of The Lincoln Telephone an 
Telegraph Company was held 
at the general offices in Lin- 


coln on February 3. All pres- 
ent directors and officers were 
reelected and all present de- 
partment heads were reap- 
pointed. President Frank H. 
Woods, who founded this Com- 
pany and has headed it since 
1904, thus begins his 39th year 
of service with the organiza- 
tion which he conceived in his 
young manhood. 

John H. Agee, vice president 
and general manager, in his 
report to the stockholders, 
noted a gain in revenues of 
573,490 over the previous year. 
Total revenues were $2,736,710. 
He pointed out, however, that 
operating expenses also in- 
creased, to $2,190,231. Taxes 
increased $33,827, to a total of 
$323,963. He also noted the 
fact that, ten years ago, total 
taxes paid by our Company 
amounted to only $192,600. 

Traffic expense increased 
sharply—by $13,457—over the 
previous year. The major por- 
tion of this added expense was 
incurred in training new op- 
eraters. Labor _ turn-over 
among traffic employees was 
very heavy, said Mr. Agee, due 
to higher wages offered in oth- 
er parts of the nation. 

Mr. Agee listed three items 
of major importance which 
took place during 1941. These 


the administrative telephone 
exchange. It will be a fire- 
proof structure capable of 
housing an eight-position man- 
ual board. Operators will be 
supplied by our Company, and 
they will live in a house which 
has been rented in Wahoo. 


A 101-pair cable will be 
strung between our Wahoo ex- 
change and the bomb plant 
reservation near Mead. Capac- 
ity of the Wahoo switchboard 
will be increased by at least 
one position as soon as the 
equipment can be _ secured. 
Some additional dial equip- 
ment will also be installed at 
Mead to take care of resi- 
dential growth. There will be 


Lincoln, Nebraska, February, 1942 
TO REMIND US OF OUR DESTINY! 


A 


ia we 
MAN 


Ee eal 


three separate telephone sys-| 


tems on the reservation. The 
administrative system will use 
from 400 to 600 telephones; the 
fire reporting system will use 
a telephone every 1,000 feet in 
the building areas; and the 
guard reporting system will 


tegically placed: telephones. 


have a goodly number of . 


It seems fitting in this, the birth month of Abraham Lin- 
coln, to present in the “News” the remarkable photographic 
mural which was placed in the Lincoln business office shortly 


Income Taxes 


Will Require Saving 


‘> income tax day—March 
16 for either the first in- 
stallment or the full amount 
—looms around the corner, 
many telephone employees are 
giving thought to the matter 
of making use of the savings 
facilities of our Employees 
Credit Association in order to 
accumulate the funds needed 
to pay the three installments 
due on June 15, September 15 
and December 15. We cannot 
too highly recommend this 
course. Our salary deduction 
plan will make it possible for 
employees to accrue the nec- 
essary savings — once the 
amount of the tax has been 
determined and broken down 
by payroll periods. 


Addition of the 6 per cent 
surtax to the previous 4 per 
cent rate in the lower income 
brackets means that the tax 
on this year’s income will start 
at 10 per cent (with a slight 
reduction through the earned 
income credit). Taxes will be- 
gin at lower income levels, 


|| too—$750 for unmarried in- 


dividuals and $1,500 for mar- 
ried persons. 
though 


Even exemptions 


after Pearl Harbor. Enlarged from a feature “angle shot” |and deductions may reduce the 


taken in the Lincoln Memorial, at Washington, D. C., the 
mural is of such startling beauty that it is the cause of much 
favorable comment from business office patrons. It probably 
will remain in place for “the duration.” W. W. Eden, of the 
engineering department, made the enlargement in two sec- 
tions. The lettering and the mounting were done by Joe 


Few of our people are aware | Hartley, commercial department artist. 


of the vast extent of the res- | 
ervation. It covers 27 square 
miles—almost the 


_ A “Telephoning” Cat Lessons by Telephone 


identical | 


In Newark, N. J., a butcher; 4 New York chain of music 


net income to a level at which 
no tax is paid, returns must 


be filed if the gross incomes| bright. 


reach or exceed the figures 
mentioned above. Individuals 


Lincoln I elephone News 


Number 2 


SALES PLAN IS 
“OUT” FOR DURATION 


Equipment Shortages And 
Need For Complete Con- 
centration On Service 
Bring This Decision. 


HE list of 1941 Honor Roll 

members, appearing as an 
insert in this issue of the 
“News,” will constitute the 
last publicity which our Em- 
ployee Sales Participation 
Plan will receive until the war 
is over. The Sales Plan is laid 
aside temporarily with regret. 
It has definitely proved its 
value over a period of years. 
There is no doubt that it will 
be fully resumed when peace 
returns. At present, however, 
it does not seem advisable nor 
sensible for our Company to, 
on the one hand, stress mate- 
rial and equipment shortages 
in its advertising and, on the 
other hand, push station sales 
with the ardor which the Sales 
Plan seems to generate. 


Although material and 
equipment shortages are only 
just beginning to pinch this 
Company, and we still have on 
hand a sufficient supply of 
telephones to take care of all 
requests for service which are 
likely to be presented in the 
immediate future, the long 
range picture is anything but 
We still want to sell 
stations and Long Distance 
service—and will do our best 


with gross incomes of os take on additional business 


or less may, if they choose, use 
the new “Painless Plan” re- 
turn form and compute their 
tax from a simple table which 
makes an “average” allowance 
for deductions, contributions, 


as long as we can deliver ef- 
ficient service—but a long 
range sales program like the 
Participation Plan just doesn’t 
fit into a picture which 
changes almost daily. Every 


size of the area covered by the 
city of Lincoln. The plant it- | closed his shop and went home| .-hools is offering singing les- 


self—consisting of a large | without feeding his cat. A 
number of separate buildings | telephone operator reported to 


—is being erected a) ee 2 | police that the butcher’s tele- 
mation of the Frank H. Woods|S 7) oe cS) Wt tt ‘| phone was being jiggled. Po- 


. S. Lucey in charge. Telephone | * 
chapter of the Independent | moquinewentis ae . Spenise g| lice found the cat on the tele- 
pits aaa age ae a also handled with our Company by phone, notified the butcher, 
cate " oa et te a well | Capt. Homer D. Thomas. Plant | who returned and fed his cat. 
a meentite—tie telephone fa ae a ie patel y the: 
36 oe | irestone Tire and Rubber or- 
cilities (with the exception of | ,anization, under the direction | 


were: 1. The construction and 
placing in service of the buried 
toll cable. 2. The application 
for adjusted rates. 3. The for- 


however — the Government 
puts it strictly up to YOU to 
determine whether or not you 
sically unable to get out of 
doors a chance for musical ee ee oe 
. ‘hold you responsible for fail- 
struction. Each lesson consists | ure to do so if eligible. 
of three five-minute telephone | 
calls. 


A GENUINE MUSEUM PIECE! 


urged to keep hammering 
away on “short haul” toll sales 
until further notice. We can 
handle a great deal more of 
this type of business than we 
are getting at present—and 
tire and automobile rationing 
offer us a remarkable oppor- 
tunity to stimulate toll busi- 
ness between neighboring 
towns in our territory. The 


sons by telephone to give 
‘housewives and persons phy- 


As was the case last year, 
General Auditor I. J. Devoe 
stands ready to answer ques- 
tions or to be otherwise help- 
ful to any employee, wherever 


pole lines actually located on | Ge Major Floyd L. Strawn, of 


government property) at the| 


new Wahoo bomb 
plant. With 
project, he had this to say: 
“Our equipment will be in- 
stalled under a contract which 
we are advised will fully pro- 
tect our investment and cover 
all operating costs, including 
interest and extraordinary de- 
preciation. It must be remem- 
pered, however, that the pro- 
viding of service growing out 
of the establishment of this 
ordnance plant may easily re- 
sult in over-expansion of fa- 
cilities to provide service to 
plant workers who may be 
somewhat temporarily em- 
ployed. We are watching this 
situation carefully.” 


Call From Java 


RS. E. L. MeCABE, resid- 
ing in our Fairmont ex- 


loading | 
regard to this| 


| trict for their fine record in 


‘chalked up in the entire dis- 
trict. 
‘from another angle, during 


the U. S. ordnance depart- 
ment. The “News” will do its 
best in future issues to give 
employees all available infor- 
mation about our part in this 
project. 


Southern District 


Employees Were Careful 


[ is with real pleasure that 
we salute District Manager 
Clyde Burge and his em- 
ployees in the Southern dis- 


accident prevention during the 
24 months preceding January 
1, 1942. During that period, not 
a single lost time accident was 


To look at this record 
this period 183,040 man hours 


were worked—the equivalent 
of one man working 88 years, 


change, received a telephone| without an accident! We may | 
call, on February 10, from her|be certain that this fine rec-| 


husband, a naval officer sta-| 


ord did not “just happen.” 


es = 


ail 


| iperiese te 2 above is a very early “ceiling hand set” 
which W. E. Macdonald, Western district inspector, secured 
for our collection of historical telephones, following the cut- 
over to dial at Fairfield. ‘The telephone has been in place for 
many years on the ceiling of a jewelry store in Fairfield, 


tioned in Java. Mrs. McCabe! Every supervisor and every |although not actually used in recent years. When the hand- 
was given instructions, from) employee had a hand in it.|piece is pulled down, as illustrated above by Al Pugsley, 
San Francisco, regarding mat-| Despite floods, sleet and snow | Lincoln service department, the bells ring as in all magneto 
ters about which she was told | storms and heavy pressure of | sets. This telephone isa particular prize because it is in such 
no questions were to be asked,| work, not one area failed to perfect condition. Aside from a small chip out of the mouth- 


before the conversation began. | 
Phyllis Brown, operator at'| 
handled the call) 


Fairmont, 
perfectly and transmission, we 
are told, was of the “in the 
next room” type. 


hold its regular monthly acci- 
dent prevention meeting. Re- 
ports of these meetings indi- 
cate that interest and en- 
thusiasm were kept at a high 
pitch, 


‘piece, the set has not been damaged in any way through the 
years. The original cord is in place and in fine shape. The 
set could, without question, be connected up to give good 


service today. (Maybe it will get a tryout if the war and ma- 
terial shortages continue!) It is permanently mounted in our 
present telephone museum. 


located, who is confused by the 
arduous task of filling out a 
regular income tax form. 


: Traffic Department 


Organization Changes 


d hers promotion of Minnie 
Metcalf, chief operator at 
David City, to the position of 
chief operator at York, was 
announced recently. The ef- 
fective date was February 1. 
Miss Metcalf has been making 
a splendid record, and has 
been moving steadily forward, 
since she was named chief op- 
erator at Friend only a com- 
paratively few years ago. She 
is most deserving of this ad- 
vancement. Lauretta Rowley, 
who has given splendid and 
efficient service as chief op- 
erator at York for the past sev- 
eral years, now advances to a 
position in the general traffic 
office, at Lincoln, where her 
fine field experience will be 
most valuable. To fill the va- 
cancy at David City, Moreane 
Alldritt moves up from the 
post of assistant chief. Eileen 
Michael becomes the new as- 
sistant. Mrs. Edna Mi€iller, 
former chief operator at Ash- 
land, returns to her old posi- 
tion following the resignation 
of Dorothy Walsh, who is soon 


ito be married. 


etc. One fact must be stressed,| sales-minded employee is 


traveling (?) salesman, who 
will be traveling only as long 
as his tires hold out, offers a 
great prospect for toll sales. 
Let’s all help to keep the pub- 
lic conscious of our new slo- 
gan: “SAVE TIRES—USE 
THE WIRES!” 


Harry Smith 


Goes to Hospital 


ARRY SMITH, motor vehi- 

cle supervisor in the gen- 
eral plant department, was 
taken to the Lincoln Veterans’ 
hospital on January 29. At 
that time, he was suffering 
severely from what appeared 
to be a somewhat serious stom- 
ach ailment. Latest reports 
received by the “News” indi- 
cate considerable improve- 
ment in his condition. His 
many friends throughout our 
territory will be happy to 
know that he is receiving the 
best of care and is expected 
to recover fully. 


Paul Schmeltzer, construc- 
tion superintendent, was re- 
leased from the Veterans’ hos- 
pital on January 28, after hav- 
ing received treatment there 
for a number of weeks. There 
is, at the moment, some 
thought that he may receive 
further treatments soon for 
thyroid trouble. 


I 
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(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) ae 


| 

H our Company is only just beginning to feel the, T= new Lincoln directory, 
=sent nation-wide material shortages and restric- | delivery of which will be- 

ularly affecting rubber and most metals—are| gin on March 2, will truly 

have a serious effect upon our business in the near| merit the description “the 
uture. In other parts of the nation, particularly upon both! most beautiful telephone book 

ts, the situation is more serious than it has yet become| jin America,” which was given 
vi his is due, in part, to the greatest demand for tele-| to a preceding issue by an art 
phone service in the history of the industry—a demand stimu-| authority of New York City. 
lated by the war and by defense production. While we have! This latest issue carries upon 
et felt the effect of any such upsurge of business in our|jts cover a remarkably fine 
territory, and probably will not feel it in the same degree that} picture of the famous statue 
‘ has affected most Bell System exchanges, yet a considerable| “The Sower.” which sits atop 
increase in demand for our service will be inevitable when the| Nebraska’s | world-renowned 
full effect of tire and car rationing is felt. The recent elimina-| state capitol. The new direc- 
‘ion of our handset charge has already made necessary certain | tory carries approximately the 
restrictions upon the installation of this type of equipment, in| same number of listings as ap- 
order to protect our stock of handsets for replacement and peared in the last three issues 
maintenance purposes. Whether restrictions will eventually |—which recorded consecutive 
be made upon various types of service—as has been done in the | «a]]-time highs” for Lincoln’s 
east and upon the Pacific coast—is something which only the telephone population. The 


Potans ean tel) ue * ps ee ° 
meee Cae Pe Ue. classified advertising section 
One thing, however, is certain—normal peace time sales|Tetects, to some extent, the 
l 


plans will be abandoned for the duration. An explanation of| Startling changes in business 
the temporary abandonment of our Sales Participation Plan conditions brought about by 
appears elsewhere in the “News.” As in other parts of the this nation’s swing to a com- 
nation, our sales-minded employees will now devote their) Plete war-time economy. 

K 


efforts to showing present customers how they can make their | 
present equipment serve to its utmost. “Spread available January “Accident 
facilities to their utmost,” is now the watchword of the in-| 


, , : oft ° 
dustry generally. Our Company has been carrying on an ad- | Quiz Winners 


vertising campaign throughout our territory, during the past| $5.00 Cash Award — Enno I 
month, designed to convince our subscribers of the necessity |“ | ; 
‘or keeping all their present service intact—with the pointed | 
reminder that it may not be possible to replace it, once it 


Devries, Construction Dept., 
Lincoln. 


has been removed. Emphasis is also being placed upon the | $3.00 Cash Award—Thad New- | 


“ 


tact that tire and a 
celepnone service 0 


persons who possess it. 


utomobile rationing are bound to make| house, Asst. Area Manager, 
rereasingly valuable to those fortunate) Seward, Nebraska. 


$2.00 Cash Award —M. C. 


Because new equipment is becoming harder and harder to | Walker, Wire Chief, Hast- 
: ings, Nebraska. 


secure, except for maintenance purposes or for defense ac- 
tivities, much old equipment is now being reconditioned and) HONORABLE MENTION 
made ready for use by our supply department. All dial con-| John S. Reed, Jr., Supply 


As summarized from the 
varlous papers received, the 
following is the solution to 
the January Accident Quiz 
question: 


terials. These steps, as reflected in various Bell System maga- 
zines, include every known means of conserving and reusing 
materials which contain copper, zinc, tin, brass, bronze or 
chromium. Rubber insulation is being recoated with a compo- 
sition to prolong its life. Paper cartons and bags will be re- 
used. Normally, the cuttings from wire ends are discarded,|1. Who or what was at fault? 
because reclamation costs more than new metal. Now they “A” was at fault as he knew 
are being saved and collected in boxes. One Bell company’s of the position of the trailer 
magazine estimates that its 2,000 installers and repairmen will behind him and he apparent- 


Se igea ; ly showed complete disregar 
pe able to salvage nearly a ton of copper per day! ree his safety. . eare 


Using plans made long ago, the telephone manufacturing|2. How could it have been 
industry today is substituting many materials for metals now avoided? 
on the critical defense lists. Steel is being substituted for It could have been avoided 
aluminum in dial wheels, pole hardware is coated with lead had “A”, after placing the 
instead of zinc. Last year, for example, the telephone industry tools on the truck, stepped 
diverted to defense uses 1,700,000 pounds of aluminum, a third oe ae ate bean ie Fe 
of a million pounds of nickel, well over three million pounds of until the tratfar had paesed, 
zine and nearly 8,300 pounds of magnesium. But most critical ee eee Ider 
of all material shortages is copper—that valuable red metal employee See alegre 
over which flows the speech of the nation. No substitute for ed in avoiding this accident 
copper has yet been found. There seems to be no other avail- by warning “A” of his dan- 
able metal which lends itself so well to drawing into thin oe a Both “A” 
threads and yielding a maximum of transmission qualities for a passed Seep 
voice and music. It is in copper, therefore, that the greatest walked at a distance behind 
pinch will come—the pinch which may eventually bring about the trailer and its load, in- 
major service restrictions. All this means that the thinking of stead of to one side. 
the telephone industry must be changed for the duration. For |3. What steps should be taken 
years, the industry has taken pride in giving its customers to prevent a repetition? 
cactly the service they want. Telephone people enjoy doing Before starting to work, new 
business that way—it is part of their fundamental training employees should be given 
and is “bred in the bone.” We’ll be able to do it again—but instructions as to the neces- 
nly when the menace of brutal, bloody force at the hands sly Aare 3 safety oo 
f those whom Westbrook Pegler so aptly calls “the faceless | ar re F capes ae 
hordes of Germany and Japan” has been completely banished | P ey, eves metaber-ot the 
from this planet. Until that happy day, it is up to all of us to| crew should be particularly 
save and save—paper, metal, rubber, electric power, every-| cautious while the new man 
thing useful—to the end that we may be able to give as good | is getting acquainted with 
telephone service as is possible under war-time conditions to | re afore. oe 
a public which will need such service desperately as transpor- | of the Company. Tp ie ok 
tation facilities become more and more restricted. The people | should not be started until 
will be looking to us for that essential service. We dare not | the driver receives a pre- 
fail them. The morale and efficiency of the vital “home front” arranged signal. He then 
may be at stake! until he is sure that all men 
are in the clear. 


—N. O. 


= | Kline, Superior; Sarah Mussman, | 


should proceed with caution | 
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OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


HE response to our letter asking employees to partici- 
pate in the Government’s request that everyone buy 
Defense Savings Bonds under the payroll deduction plan 
has been gratifying, but we are far 
from 100% in compliance and the aver- 
George Mehuron, York. | age subscription is less than 5% of pay. 
| Let us emphasize the importance of 
|= voluntary cooperation in this matter. 
We are required to file a report with 
the United States Treasury each month, 
and these reports should, by all means, 
prove that our employees are genuinely 
loyal and patriotic. 


It may need some changing of your 
present purchases of stamps or bonds, 
to participate in the payroll deduction plan but this will 
be necessary if our company is to receive credit for full 
|} cooperation. We therefore urge you to do this. 

Don’t think of this as a contribution. It is a fine sav- 
ings plan and if necessary you can cash your bonds at 


any time. The important part is to get started. Send in 
your card promptly to help WIN THE WAR. 


J. H. AGEE. 


Anniversaries 


Twenty-Eight Years 


J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings; C. C. | 
Perryman, Lincoln. | 


Twenty-Seven Years 


Twenty-Six Years 


Twenty-Two Years 
William Minnich, Geneva; Bert | 


Western. 


Twenty-One Years 
R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years | 

L. W. Walentine, Lincoln; Clar- | 
inda Lake, Superior; Ben Ford, 
Beatrice. . 


Seventeen Years 


J. L. Potter, Ashland; Addalene | 
Lorenson, Weeping Water; Alma 
Howell, Lincoln; C. M. Bull, Lin- 
coln. | 


Sixteen Years 


Hattie Elmshaeuser, Beatiaess | 
Esther Elmshaeuser, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years | 
Clara Jones, Helen Pickard, ; 


N. Brendle, Eola Haschenburger, 
Kenneth Lawson and E. H. Royce, 
all of Lincoln. 


OUR FIRST PLANT TRAINING CLASS 


? 


Fourteen Years | | 


R. J. Weis, York; Mary Emer- 
son, Lincoln; Mary Docekal, 
Brainard; B. Docekal, David City; 
R. S. Culver, Lincoln; Wauneta 
Child, Fairbury. 


Thirteen Years 


K. J. Boshart, Lincoln; D. E. 
Aydelott, Lincoln; Rose Janda, 
'Plattsmouth; Edna Ragan, Te- 
‘cumseh; E. T. Westerhoff, Lin-  § hat nee ae : | ee 
coln. are oe oS ree “eh . Leet SRR 

Twelve Years Se me : 

EK. A. Moorhead, Geneva; R. V. | |e. 1% | 

Clifford, Lincoln. Se: 4 eR ne Os eR 
Nine Years Re a ee , — 
O. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 


Reins (festa Nantes Helen | shown above are the members and instructors of our first plant 
pares Packin- R ia Andecean training class, plans for which were fully discussed in the December 
Li Tas A A Stand 1 In’ | issue of the “News.” The first group of trainees, seated at the left 
| REET g ete hte CARED USE ACO ty, tive picture, is being given thorough, careful instruction in out- 

Six Years _ side plant and dial COE maintenance. Left to right: Lloyd Dalton, 
Frances Hutchens. Geneva. Elvin Wait, Phil Garvey, Welton Grant, Al Ager and Ernest Johnson. 
: |The instructors, reading from left to right on the opposite side of the 

Five Years _table, are: C. E. Cummings, J. Pugsley, E. Wedgwood and Howard 
Thelma Atkins, Superior. | Smith. 


“FROM THE FAR CORNERS OF THE EARTH" 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| Poe a theme long ago worked out by the telephone industry—and recently empha- 
I sized by our Company in its advertising—the window display pictured above was placed 
in our Lincoln windows late in January. The big map in the background illustrates the 
trade routes over which essential materials used by our industry—and by many other 
American industries—reach this country. The war has, of course, stopped most of the 
“normal inflow of the materials which are exhibited on the big display board. Here are 
shown actual saniples of tin, copper, zinc, lead, aluminum, cobalt, rubber, hemp, silk, flax 
and many other materials. In the foreground, an exciting collection of “made-in-America”’ 
toys—airplanes, guns, tanks and trucks—illustrates the new uses being made of the avail- 
able stocks of materials. Tied into the entire display is the admonition to our subscribers to: 
“Keep your present telephone service intact—it may not be possible to replace it!” The dis- 
play has brought considerable favorable comment from Lincoln citizens. 


Soe sinter ae 
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Eastern District 
Ke ‘ 
David City 
Apparently Irene Swan has decided 
devote all her spare time and efforts 


to the annual Christmas party. She 
LOT O1 begins her campaign to draw 
names for the gifts sometime during 

fall, but now she is contemplating 
2% purchase of a piano and “ten easy 
lessons” so that she and Doris Supen- 
*~heck can entertain us with their duets 
é yur next part) . Lincoln seems | 

be the glittering city that attracts 

he David City girls on their day | 


4 
Northway and 
shopped the 16th 
ileen Micheal, and ex-operator Clare 
mith, the 22nd. Irene Swan and Jane 


unr nouser 


OO) by os 


Funkhouser deserves 


or the most 
f the month. The story goes 
“O-Kay" to a customer 
a rather cool glance and 
“n you talk to me, please 
’ and proceeded to give 
‘e on “good grammar.” .. 
orthway receives 
it seems 
ht she was velling 
voice to a fellow on toll. 
changing her tone of 
particle, turned around and 


Saia 


Nc 
Mention. that 
Then with- 


velled, 
ear one, 
her. . Moreane All- 
spent the weekend of the 17th 
visiting friends at Columbus. . . The 
affic have been wearing the 

to work lately. Say, those 
iren’t hats. Those are halos! ... Miss 
Markuson, traveling instructor, 
davs here beginning January 23. 


feet from 


omris 
44 4s 


utest Nats 


Milford 

irs. June Parnham, formerly June} 
Stahly, resigned January 21. She is} 
eaving Milford to join her husband 
Mississippi. Wilma Danner is) 
the new relief operator. She started 
work January 5. Mrs. June Parnham 
as the guest of honor at a party 
held in Lineoln at the home of Mrs. | 
Borin. Those present were: | 


Hughes and Dora Plessel. 


Nebraska City 
Area started the 
with a good old- 
which had the 
operators 
of Betty 
the 


i@ Nebraska City 
Year right 
storm 
and 
glimpse 
in 


asnionea Snow 
fice population 
uproar A 
oming to work 
b€ consisting 
Olen socks and boots, can 
to Charlotte 
* ear and took 
came in 
truckin through 
streets. Four of the 
the hotel all night, and 
it was a quick let down 
he slats gave out of one of the 
two the occupants were 
loor-bound till dawn. Nadine Borland, 


Seely, 


He Some gals 


oO} 


me of the two occupants, found the 
overstuffed set in the restroom most 
elegant for hood-winks. Many opera- | 
tors worked more than their holiday | 
chedule, but ‘‘orchids’” go to one op- | 
erator who worked from 6 p. m. till 
6 a. m. the following morning. Our | 


, *) n - - 
NHanxs to 


you Kate Bennett, and also 
Kate Owens, who stayed till 9:00 a. m. 


after an allnight shift. This is the unity | 


ipon which success is based. . 
Aside from a bright up and coming 
New Year, we have some new local 
ind toll students. Ruth Langenfeld 
and Velma Abker are two apt toll 


students under the tutorage of Evelyn 
Letellier and Kathryn Bennett. 
Jackson is a new local operator in our 


office. A former operator who is now 
contributing her services is Mrs. | 
Kenneth Weston, the former Winifred 
Burke. who also was in on the New 

ear’s rush. . Visitors at our office 
during the week of January 12 were 


Miss Markuson and Mr. Brewster... 


Barbara Pfann gave us a surprise, and 

comparison to the winter snows, | 
came to work with a piece of ice on 
her finger, left hand. Maxine | 


Hunsicker joins the ‘“Maids-in-Wait- | 


her 


for 


ing” as 


‘ines 


boy friend 
good old 


joined the 
“Uncle Sam.’ 


[a+ 
Lvicli 


The majority of our operators took a | 


night off and went to the picture 
‘Smiling Through.” Most of the girls 


broke down and showed what a good 


story and a good cry will do for a! 
person. Little Mildred Cohn, Ruth | 


Langenfeid, and Betty Janssen all did | 
a honey of a job at wringing out their | 
kerchiefs; while Kate Bennett sat there | 
. . Marge | 


with a lump in her throat. . 


‘student operator. 


Dorothy | Pecember 8... .. 


and | 


ifespie were in Lincoln the 23rd... .| 
ar the | The girls entertained Miss Landon at 


embarrassing mo- | 


the Hon- | 
one | 
at the top of her | 


voice one) 


to another operator about | : 
'ed with a purse from the office force. 


spent | 


the 
ra 8 (21; re Toallrer ; | : . 
Ora Smith, Gladys Walker, Edith | out, because everyone will be so tired, 


what with getting up an hour earlier | 


gree of darkness. . . 


in a} 
(on “the” finger. 
latest | 
of overalls, | 
be held | 


Jean | 


Platitsmouth 


The only news from Plattsmouth is 


that since the 9th of December they 
have sold $50 worth of Defense Sav- 
ines Stamps. 


Seward 


December 22 to 28, visiting 
her sister in Denver. 
stormy weather, she managed to get 
out there and back without any dif- 


ficulty. 


vacation, 


. Bertilee Blacker is a new 
She started working 


ary 19. 


exchange this month were Mr. McCulla 


‘of Lincoln; Minnie Metcalf, David 
City; and Edna Pflughaupt of York. 


. Happy birthday to Jessie Landon. 


a 6:00 o’clock supper, after which they 
attended a show. . Ivan Haith, re- 
cently transferred to Seward, has 
everyone in town looking for a house 
for him. People he doesn’t even know 
stop and inform him of various places 


'which are vacant or going to be. 


Syracuse 


Manager Morgan was called to Eagle, 


Colorado, the first part of the month, | 


to attend the funeral of his brother. 
. Elsie France observed a birthday 
the 16 of January. She was remember- 


Utica 


Leila Geiger, Zella Marsh and Bertha 
Sommers attended a_ miscellaneous 
shower January 28 in honor of Mildred 
Gross, former Utica operator, who 
was married February 4. . Maxine 


|Heidbreder spent January 29 in Lin- 


coln, shopping. 


General Offices 


Accounting and Engineering 
Deparimenis 
Ruth Brown 


There will probably be very little in 
way of “News” from here on 


each morning! Folks will probably 
greet each other “Good Morning— 
question mark’’ depending on the de- 


brook will be able to “light her path” 


to work with the lovely diamond now 


to brighten up any room! Guess the 
story has gone around about the way 


‘she calls herself on the telephone. We 
to her | 


trucks and. 
snow- | 


had thought it was all just a ‘‘mistake”’ 


but we realize now that it must have. 


been just a way of getting in practice 
to answer the phone with “Mrs. Man- 
ion’’ instead of “Miss Banks!” Elaine 


will acquire the new title “sometime. 


Teresa Casari 


in February.” ; 
right by taking a 


started the year 


_| to the disbursement section for 
Laura Douty spent her second week's | 


In spite of the 


. L. B. Mapel was ill with! 
the flu several days the week of Janu- | 


| for 


Visitors at the Seward | 


. Marguerite Hol- | 


. . Elaine Banks has | 
had enough “light” in her eyes lately, | 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


week’s vacation early in January. The then went on to Fort Warren at Chey- 


time was spent doing ‘‘this and that.” 
. It’s time to say “Welcome” again. 
There are three girls new to the de- 


Averil Smith and Irene Hasel- 

. Rose Carlson has returned 
a few 
weeks. . . Dewey Nelson is not only 
an expert at keeping figures in their 
proper place, he is also adept at de- 
signing, drafting, building and is an 
author ‘‘on the side.’ Dewey proved 
his ability at all the forementioned 
trades when his plans and instructions 
building a book case were ac- 
cepted and published by a well-known 
Craft magazine. We forgot to mention 
that Dewey also photographed the 
bookcase and the picture appears with 
the article. Congratulations, Dewey! 
.. . We’re happy to have as “guests”’ 
in the department, Harry B. Judge 
and E. G. Belliveau, the auditors from 
Chicago, who usually show up about 
this time of the year.... Elaine Banks 
is not the only person who likes to 
answer the telephone by another 
name! Clara Jones concentrated so 
hard on figuring something out for a 
Miss Larson, one day, that when her 
telephone rang the party on the other 
end was quite confounded to hear, 
“Miss Larsen, speaking!’ H. J. 
Soderholm’s son, Neal, is a radio an- 


son, 
horst. 


-nouncer at station KORN, Fremont. We 
are trying to figure out just what Mr. | 


Soderholm meant when he told us 
the name of the station and then said, 
“Maybe you can use it in your 


column!’ Let’s se—KORN—Hmmmm! 


Executive Offices 
Mary Giunta 


Lorraine Martin, general commercial 
office, spent her vacation from Janu- 
ary 22 to February 2. She visited her 
brother at New London, Connecticut. 
She also spent some time in Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Newark, New Jersey, and 
New York City. A. B. Gorman, 
acting directory supervisor, has been 


“rassling’’ with the Lincoln directory 


for several weeks—and it “got him 
down’ early in February. What really 
happened, however, was that he 
sprained his back while bowling, but 
in order to get sympathy from his co- 


workers, he blamed his physical slump 


on ‘‘overwork!” 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Dorothy Mobley 


What a busy month this has been for 
this Department. 


closed and we are always 
“swamped” with work at that time. 
That seems to be the big news along 
with the fact that the rates have gone 
up and we have spent a lot of time ex- 
plaining ‘‘why” to the subscribers. 

On January 10, Mary Rood was mar- 
ried to Lt. Harry Williams at Rich- 


| 
| 
E weekend of January 17 in Omaha. 


Eas dieting. We wonder 


| 
| 
| icy 
| 
| 


' session. 


Not that we aren't | 
| busy all the time, but this month the 
| directory 


Arts. 
Ellen and Pat... . Georgia Finnigan is 


'enne, Wyoming to make their home for 
| the present. . 


in Nebraska City. ... Joan Finch went 
'to Kansas City for 
January 17. We have two new 
girls in this office this month. They 
,are Sylvia Jakub and Janice Lamb. 
Welcome, girls! ... Harriet Ellis spent 


. Verna Alexander went to Omaha 
for the weekend of January 24. 
Bill Morris is attempting to regain 
that small waist-line of years gone by. 


Yes, Bill is dieting and doing a good 


job of it, too. He used to love potatoes, 
meats, pies, cakes, ice cream, etc., and 
he still does, but he lets them alone. 
He knows they are bad for the “fig- 
ger.’’ Eat lunch at the same table with 
him some noon and you'll see Bill is 
if OPM’s 
verdict on ‘‘no more girdles” has any- 
thing to do with this. ... Marie Fur- 
man and Wilma McIntire went to 
Grand Island, January 31 for the week- 
end. ... Bert Overcash slipped on the 
ice at the Warehouse this month. He 


| fell and pulled some ligaments in his 


back. He was off work a couple of days 
but is back and feeling better now. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Ruth Schulte 


After that snappy taste of cold and 
wintry weather old man _ winter 
recently dished out, this preamble to 
spring we have enjoyed has certainly 


, suited us all just fine, thank you. Con- 


versation in the operator’s restroom 
drifts from goings on of the boy friend 


in eamp to the latest spring model 


seen in downtown department store 
windows. And no doubt the opposite 
sex will agree with us most whole- 
heartedly when we say that when a 
bunch of feminine females get together 
there’s no end to the chatter and 
choice bits of gossip unraveled! 
January 12, Monday morning, 8:00 
a. m. found a new toll class beginning 
Under the able guidance of 
toll instructress, Minnie Paul, the stu- 
dents included Dorothy Nelson, Frances 
Petersen, Lois Ailes, and Opal Thim- 
gan, who recently came to work in our 
department from Elmwood, Nebraska. 
| Mildred With assisted with the class. 
. Mary Ellen Packard left our de- 
| partment, January 17, to journey to 
California to be with her husband who 
is stationed at a camp there. 


so Pat has temporarily given up her 
title of “working girl’ and taken on 
the moniker of “student’’—by 
believe it or not. She has entered the 
University of Nebraska for the second 
semester in the course of Commercial 
Good luck to you both, Mary 


' very busy these days stuffing ants for 
her stuffed armadillo she recently re- 


. . Wilma McIntire spent | 
| the weekend of January 17 at her home 
partment—so folks meet Leila Erick- 
the weekend of | 


. meek and lead it around, 


choice | 


lieved it had we not seen it face to 
face! But being’s we were from the 
show-me state of Missouri and figurin’ 
seein’ is believin’. We took a chance, 
mustered up all the courage we had, 
and gave in to Georgia’s offer to see 
this long-beaked ant eater. Sure enough 
thar’ it was restin it’s paws most com- 
|fortably in a conspicuous place in the 
Finnigan living room. Any day now 
we expect Georgia to put her acquired 
pet on wheels, tie a string around it’s 
if only for 
protection. ... And now, after all the 
resolutions have been made and most 
unknowingly forgotten and tossed to 
the four winds, we settle back to await 
the events and happenings of another 
year in a world that has heretofore 
known peace and happiness. May the 
allegiance to the flag we were taught 
in school mean more than a conglomer- 
-ation of words, but a demand from 
each and everyone of us for a safer 
'and happier future, which we have so 
recently taken for granted. 


| 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller 


George Keith returned to work on 

January 26 after being kept at home 
for some time with an infected throat. 
|. . . Howard Stroup left January 30 
to join the forces of Uncle Sam. We 
| hate to see you go, Howard, but be- 
| lieve that you will return before many 
| months. ... Micheal Scanlon and C. C. 
| Perryman were recently transferred 
‘from the construction department to 
the switchroom. We are very glad that 
you are with us “Mike” and “Dug” 
'and hope you will like to work with us. 
2 Doc Wilson recently completed 
the installation of the carrier equip- 
ment at Hastings and York. Doc re- 
ports he received wonderful coopera- 
tion from the boys there. A. B. 
Smith was a visitor at the North- 
western Bell Telephone Company in 
Omaha on January 29. ... Two new 
employees added to our forces last 
month were Frances Hanson in the 
service department and Earl Lamp- 
shire in the switchroom. Harry 
Felton was a very welcome visitor in 
our department last month. . Max 
Elliott has returned to work after be- 
'ing off three weeks with the flu. 
'On January 22, the girls of the service 
|/department presented Carol Sevier with 
an electric percolator. She became the 
| bride of Dale Nannen on January 24. 


che! el 
School days beckoned to Pat Riddle— | 


Supply Department 


John Reed 


Lydia Kahm, one of our supply office 
stenographers, resigned February 9, to 
'accept a position as stenographer in 
'the farm loan division of the Bankers 
Life Insurance Company. Lydia was 
with us almost seven years and we 
are going to miss her cheerful pres- 
'ence. Our best wishes, Lydia! Don’t 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


aS Se Se ee 


“crew” will take Lydia’s place. . . 
,Jack Huddleston, who was employed 
_in the Construction department since 
September 3, 1940, resigned to enlist 
in the United States Army Signal 
Corps. He reported for service at Oma- 
| ha on January 27. ... Thomas E. Hud- 
dleston, a former night testboardman 
for the Company, and son of Herbert 
| Huddleston, enlisted as a Reserve Of- 
ficer and was called for active service 
in the United States Army Engineers, 
Seventh Corps Area Headquarters at 
Omaha, about 18 months ago... . Boyd 
Wedgewood passed his physical ex- 
amination for the United States Army 
on January 22 and expects to be called 
to service within 30 days from 
this date. Boyd is a son of Ernest 
Wedgewood of the service depart- 
ment. . Bev Ott was inducted into 
the signal corps of the army on Febru- 
ary 10. Bev is the son of Norman Ott, 
advertising manager and “News” 
editor. We all wish these splendid 
young fellows the.best of luck! 
William Cunningham, a former sup- 
plier who resigned from the Company 
about two years ago to work for the 
State Fish and Game Commission, was 
a welcome visitor to the Warehouse on 
January 14. Wallace Backus, 
George Bohl and Frank Bagley, re- 
tired employees, visited the warehouse 
boys during the month of January. We 
are always glad to see our old friends 
when they drop in, and we hope they 
will continue to visit us regularly... . 
The general repair shop has just under- 
gone another expansion though only a 
small one. The shop paint room was 
extended to provide room for new 
paint spraying equipment and a vent- 
ilating fan which were permanently in- 
stalled there. This new equipment willi 
enable us to do a lot of paint spray- 
ing work without having to move the 
items being refinished from the general 
shop on the second floor down to the 
present car painting room on _ the 
ground floor and back again every 
time. The car painting room will be 
retained for refinishing automobiles 
and bulky tools repaired in the adjoin- 
ing blacksmith shop, but it is expected 
that the majority of the spray finish- 
ing work will be performed in the new 
shop paint room. The shop re- 
cently completed the rebuilding of a 
two-position common battery switch- 
board for use at Humboldt. Ardell 
Robison, assisted by Lowell Johnson 
and Ralph Culver made the necessary 
circuit changes and placed the old No. 
9 switchboard in first-class working 
condition. Ardell is now working on 
the rebuilding of a P.B.X. board for 
the W.P.A. offices in Lincoln. ‘ 
Elmer Dougherty, Herman Studier and 
Herm’s son, Hibbert, went rabbit hunt- 
ing near Roca, January 10. if ae 
Westerhoff surprised us recently by ex- 
_hibiting excellent samples of his wood- 
working hobby. On inquiry, it turned 
out that he had been diligently work- 


mond, Virginia. The couple motored | ceived as a gift from New Mexico. | forget to drop in and See us occassion- | ing at his hobby for the past three 
back here and visited a day or two and | Honest folks, we wouldn’t have be-| ally. Fern Poska of Stacy’s inventory 


years, even taking special training in 
evening classes at the University of 
Nebraska to improve his technique. 
Wes says that he has already adorned 
his home with a number of ornamental 


_“gift shop” articles. Ask him to show 


| you a few samples of his “works of 
_art,”” and you’ll concede they are first- 
| class... . This is just an echo of the 
| 1941 vacations and definitely the last 
,one, we promise: William Rosenthal 
|, and his wife made a trip to St. Louis, 
Missouri in company with his brother- 
in-law and Bill’s sister on a visit to 
the Jefferson Barracks, December 26. 
The main purpose of the visit was to 
help the brother-in-law see a soldier 
relative off for the West Coast. They 
stopped at the Mark Twain Hotel while 
in St. Louis expecting to rest for the 
|long trip back home the next day. 
Tired out though they were, they were 
| not permitted to sleep long. At mid- 
_night, a fire truck roared up and fire- 
men thundered upstairs to put out a 
small fire that broke out in a room 
just underneath theirs on the floor 
below. The hubbub woke the weary 
travelers and it was quite a little while 
before they could drop off again. Then 
along about five o’clock in the morning, 
the ubiquitous fire department return- 
ed to fight another fire which broke 
out in the same room, this time burn- 
ing it out completely. The folks were 
in no danger, but their room was com- 
pletely “stinked” up by the smoke, and, 
still bleary eyed, they were obliged to 
grope their way down to the hotel 
cafe to eat a breakfast that Bill swears 
tasted of smoke! 


Southern District 


Long took a three-weeks leave of ab- 

sence and went to California with | ee 

friends: visiting Camp Ord, and other | Auburn 

places of interest. It’s rumored that | Bera ; j 

| , , eradina Wieck, relief opera 

due to the draft board, Marge will also ae 


moving to Beatrice, February 1. We 
hate to see you go. Berdina, but best 
of luck. .. . Margaret Hull is the new 
student operator who joined our ranks, 
January 13. O’lucky day... . Catherine 
McLain spent the week of January 25 
to February 1, visiting friends (ahem!) 


be joming the ‘“Maids-in-Waiting.”’ 
Kate Bennett visited at Camp Riley 
the New Year, interest of course, 
being Rod Parker. Velma Abker visited 
brother and family in Norfolk over 
weekend. Lillian Bader, chief. 
operator, shopped in Omaha the 18th. 


Over 


ner 
the 


She also saw Ted Weems. Evalyn . a pei eee e 
Sprague spent three days visiting ‘in oe 
ee a ee iat the Peru Christian Church. What with 
feld and Rita Simmunaci visited at Sa ach Pisin i stola Aas rteals 
Rita’s hore in Omaha on the 18th. ee en ee 
Lucille Bussey toured the shops in eens 

Omaha on her day off. Nadine Beatrice 

Porland, Ruth Langenfe al é i 

‘ ccna oom < ange 0 pli nad a Ethelbelle Cambridge, commercial 
Kingdom for a Horse” as they found. 1, It is no easy task to get the “old maestro” of the Southern district—District Manager Clyde Burge—to pose for a picture. Here we | Clerk, is wearing a brand new diamond 


on that certain finger, but she will 


themselves caught in a snowstorm (not; managed to hit a jack-pot, when we not oly persuaded him to act busy but, also, to assume that coy little smile which few people 


the draft) New Year’s Eve, on their have ever seen! 2. Three newcomers inthe Lincoln business office: Marie Furman, Bonnie Nelson and Aldean Wood. 3. Here you (ja ene eee ee a ae 
way home from a dance.... An op-  se6 Milton Metcalf, foreman at the “6” exchange in northeast Lincoln. 4. A traffic group at Nelson. Left to right: Melba Brown, Juanita ing Corps. Geraldine Blictann 
craton who ws more than iissed af  schlief, assistant chief operator, and Faye Stahl, chief operator. 6. A busy young lady is Betty Belle Barney, daughter of George | spent a week in Bay Shore, New York 
bs ae eee eee, Burney, assistant to the general plant superintendent. When not attending classes at the University, she is either working on the | visiting her boy friend who is stationed 


Lincoln trouble board or taking over a shifton the general office elevator!. 7. Here’s a picture that should make you hungry! Mrs. Mary | at Fire Island with the U. S. Coast 


and by the time this goes to press, we ; - ; Poses" 2 . . : ; : : 
incerely hope she will be wal on the’ Turner, general office cafeteria, is slicingatender, juicy ham. 8. Glennice Anderson, recently employed in the accounting department, | Guards. Next time you see Geraldine, 
ay to recovery. Lincoln. 9. A neat candid shot of Carol Robbins, new employee in the Lincoln traffic department. | ask her about the ride on the subway. 


Page 4 


. Virginia Hosier just had to go 
som e where for a change so she packed 
her bag and started for the west coast 
where she is visiting Ralph, the man of 
her life who is stationed in San Luis 
Obispo, with the artillery, if you please. 
Three of the girls from the traffic de- 
partment, Ella Schilder, Mavis Ander- 
. and Wilma Grupe bowled in the 


son 
ecitv tournament on January 25. 
Gook 
ida Townsend had her tonsils re- | 


moved, January 6, at the Auburn hos- 
pital and returned to work the follow- 
ing Monday. 


Crab Orchard 


Bertha Sharp attended a 
in Lincoln on December 31, given by 
the officers of our Company 
members of the Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter of Independent Telephone Pioneers 
Association. 

Douglas 


Emma Bradley’s brothers, Ed and 
John, spent Christmas and the week of 
January 24, with her at Douglas. 


Fairbury 


Mr. Longdon and Mr. Gear attended 


the reception of the Independent Tele- | 


phone Pioneers held at Lincoln, 
cember 31. . . . Rogene 
Fairfield, has joined our 


traffic department. 


ranks in the 


Friend 


Mrs. Nellie E. Brown, half-sister of 
James Alldritt, plant 
Friend, passed away at the Warren 
Memorial hospital in Friend on Janu- 
arv 17. Funeral services were held at 
the Congregational Church in Exeter 
on January 20. Burial was in the 
Andrew cemetery at Friend. 


Humboldt 


Gavle Neff, operator, spent Decem- 
ber 30 in Lincoln visiting and shopping. 
. George Damon and family were 


Falls City visitors, January 4, or 
Connelle Mann accompanied her 
brother to Lincoln and Milligan, De- 


eember 30... . Rose Funkhauser spent 
January 5 in Falis City. .. . George 
Damon attended a business meeting in 
Beatrice on January 19. Mary 
Meister and Daraleene Pennington 
were Falis City visitors, January 16. 

Catherine Gillan and her sister 


were Sunday visitors at the R. C. Boyd | 


home in Auburn, January 18.... We 
have donated as an employee group, 
25.00 to the Red Cross Fund and hope 
to help again in the near future. 


Johnson 


relief operator at 
has been called 


Bernice Bicknell, 
Johnson for 12 years, 


to Bicknell, Indiana, by the serious ill- 
ness of her sister. Mrs. Grace 
Dirks, chief operater-cashier, was 
shopping and attending to business 
matters in Omaha, January 20. 
Steinauer 
Rav Divis, of Lincoln, spent the | 
weekend of January 24, visiting his | 
parents at Steinauer. 
Tecumseh 
Golda Thompson and Charles B. 


Meshier attended the reception in Lin- 
colin, December 31, given by our Com- 
pany to the members of the Frank H. 
Wood Chapter of Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneers Association. ... Charles 
W. Meshier, son of Area Manager 
Charles B. Meshier, left New Years 
day to return to the U. S. Naval 
Academy at Annapolis, Maryland.... 
Emma Hruska returned to work, Janu- 
ary 7, after an eight weeks’ lay off 
and recuperation from an operation. 
We are all glad to welcome you back, 
Emma, and glad to see you looking so 
well after such a seige.... / Alex Hal- 
verstadt is a proud grand-pop now; 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Halverstadt are the 
parents of a husky son, born January 
12... . Harold Drake was off a couple 
of days the week of January 5, on 
account of sickness. . . . Fordyce Kerr 
entertained company from Lincoln, 
January 17. . Clara Costello and 
Bernice Robb spent the weekend of 
January 18, visiting in Auburn. : 
Emma Hruska visited at Johnson, Satur- 


19 


day evening, January 17... . Golda 
Thompson visited her daughter in 
Omaha on January 18. Emma 


Hruska spent the weekend of January 
24, visiting her sister in Omaha... . 
Helen Bates spent January 23, shopping 
in Lincoln. . .. Joan Lempka is our new 
relief operator. Welcome, Joan. . 
Ellen Lane, operator, was married to 
Frank Hruska of Omaha, on January 
§. The ceremony took place at Platts- 
rnouth and they were accompanied by 
Mr. Hruska’s sister and husband, Mr. 
and Mrs. Pugh. 


Western District 
Lloyd W. Cleveland 
Hastings Plant 


Lioyd “Junior” Cleveland was re- 
ecentiy elected to the board of directors 
of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
This honor apparently affected Lloyd's 
sense of judgement as he immediately 
began to get in shape for a big season 
of volley ball. That rasping and squeak- 
ing that one hears around the district 
office is caused by “Junior’s’”’ joints 
and muscles crying out in agony as he 
tries to move around in pursuit of his 
duties. 


Wait Klich assisted “Doc” and as a re- 
sult is now thinking of starting to 
smoke 
has now made 
termina! room. 


famous around 


cos from his son who is on duty in the 
Atlantic on U. $S. destroyer. 

Buck Davis and Jack 
been putting in their spare time, 
any, trimming trees for sufficient clear- 


: 
a 


reception | 


to the | 


De- | 
Wakeland of | 


department, | 


“Doc” Wilson spent two | 
weeks here installing the new carriers. | 


those big cigars which “Doc” | 
the 
. Jack Mason has | 
received a shipment of English tobac- | 


Nordheim have | 
if | 


/ance. ... Henry “Hank” Wentink was 
recently elected and installed as Senior 
Warden of his Masonic lodge. The boys 
Say that Hank is justly rewarded as he 
has put in a lot of work. ... Max 
Walker has passed out the word that 
he doesn’t like our publicity so if any 
of you guys know anything which 
Should be generally known just send 
it in, 
Hastings Traffic 


“Shorty” Buschow left Christmas 
night for a ten-day visit to Galveston, 
Texas. .. . We are taking this oppor- 
tunity to rectify a mistake made in 
_the announcement of Mrs. Belle Meest- 
-er’s grandson’s birth. He was born in 
Portland and not in Seattle. ... We 
welcome to our midst Bherole Lind- 
| berg and Berdena Reiners, two new 
members of the local operating force 
who are replacing Verna Lepin and 
Hazel Kuhn. ... Twila Heinrichs and 
Caroline Lamps are new toll students, 
congratulatien girls. . . . While other 
people are recuperating from various 
New Year’s Eve activities, John Spady, 
| area commercial manager, was accom- 
/odating all operators New Year’s Day 
by hauling them to and from work... . 
Lillian Elliott, assistant chief operator, 
spent January 18 and 19 in Grand 
Island, visiting with her sister and 
. Elaine Britt is back to 
work after a week’s tussle with the 
flu. . . Skating parties seem to be 
|quite the thing with the traffic and 
commercial department girls. Outside 
of a few bruises, broken fingernails 
and cut fingers the parties are a huge 
| success. 


| family. 


Hebron 


Eva Stutz, night operator, is working 
|the day shift during the month of 
January. Mildred Ferguson is taking 
| her place as night operator. ... Anne 
'Seymour, traveling instructor, was at 
| this exchange the week of January 6. 
_... Alice Poppe and Lucille Poppe, op- 
erators, spent January 23 in Lincoln, 
| shopping and lookin’ around. 
| 


Polk 


The Polk exchange was cut-over to 
the new switchboard, January 22, 3:00 
p.m. Installation was done by W. E. 
| McDonald and Alex Pauley. This in- 
|stallation was greatly aided by the 
| good coffee served at frequent inter- 
|vals by Leona McConnell, chief opera- 
_tor, and Linnea Eckdahl. The only 
/casualty reported was the accidental 
dropping of a screw into a cup of 
coffee by ‘“Mac.’’ He says he doesn’t 
have the answer to this one, but the 
screw floated, in fact it ate a hole in 
the coffee cup....Leona McConnell 
spent the Christmas holidays in Daven- 
port, Iowa, and came home wearing 
one of those sparklers. 


| 


Stromsburg 


The local telephone girls were re- 
membered by the business men during 
Christmas, receiving about twenty 
pounds of candy and other gifts which 
were very much appreciated. : 
|Maxine Olson, former relief operator, 
who is attending school at St. Paul. 
Minnesota, visited at the telephone 
| office during Christmas vacation. ... 
| All employees in the Stromsburg office 
enjoyed a waffle supper at the office, 
| Wednesday evening, January 27. 


Superior 


When Area Manager Frank Kubat 
goes rabbit hunting, he runs down 
those he can’t get with a gun. After 
piling up the rabbits, Frank witnessed 
one bunny come to life and take off 
for the open fields. With Frank right 
behind him the rabbit went under all 
the fences and through the deepest 
mud but was finally run down and 
brought back to town with the rest of 
the kill. . . . Anne Seymour, Travel- 
ing instructress, has been in Superior 
for a few days. ... The traffic de- 
partment is sacrificing for Uncle Sam. 
The last boy friend joined The Air 
Corps. . . . The operators did a rush- 
ing business during the Hill Terminal 
Fire, answering 1080 local calls in one 
hour. Miss Atkins, instructress, 
has as her toll student, Eleanor Hensell; 
Lucille Kempkes now being an alum- 
nus. Nira Beavers has moved 
again (that’s hardly news anymore). 
This time she has gone domestic and 
moved into an apartment. ... Among 
| the weekenders are Norma Williams 
who spent her time in Lincoln with 
parents and Rexine Dyerk, who visited 
her parents in Exeter. . Out-of- 
town shoppers were Nellie Jacobitz 
and Cozie Bruckert. ... “Everything 
happens to me,” thought Area Manager 
Frank Kubat one cold night when he 
and his wife returned home late to 
find themselves locked out. After the 
usual procedure of trying all the win- 
dows and screens and finding them all 
very securely fastened, Frank went 
through a basement window and into 
the coal bin. When he appeared at the 
front door to let his wife in, he pre- 


“WITH THE COLORS” 


D. W. Cunningham, 
Supply Department. 


$e 


Giles H. Gere, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Jack Huddleston, 
Supply Department. 


Bev Oti, 
Supply Depariment. 


Dan Smith, 
Non-functional, Beairice. 


Howard Stroup, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 
Supply Department. 
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sented his identification card to ~~ 
assure her... . Mildred Scott, “Shrimp’”’ 
Whitney and Cozie Bruckert are cele- 
brating birthdays this month. 


Sutton 


Laurietta Burbach, relief operator, 
left January 21, to spend a month with 
her sister in Denver. ... Area Man- 
ager Stuart has been on the sick list 
with an attack of the flu. 


York 


With people coming and going like 
a revolving door we find it difficult to 
keep track of who is who. Among the 
latest departures we find Mildred and 
Janet Oxley who have moved to Mo- 
bile, Alabama, to make their home.... 
Audrey Allison left us to become a 
bride on February 1. We wish Audrey 
the best of luck. . . . Newest additions 
to our force include: Florence Ransom, 
and Izola McReynolds, who were trans- 
ferred here from Fairfield. . . . Myra 
Underhill, night operator, and winner 
of a year’s pass to the Sun theatre 
through a State Journal Movie Con- 
test, has been on our get-well list for 
the past month, along with Hazel Hil- 
yard, who has promised to return in 
the very near future. ... Lorene Gun- 
lack and Margaret, “I got a diamond 
from my captain at Christmas,’”’ Ogles- 
by make up the new toll class now in 


... After Peggy Marble had talked for 
weeks about going to Omaha to the 
hockey game with Howard, they ar- 
rived too late for any excitement. No 
particulars given. ... Alex Pauley and 
W. E. McDonald have been installing 
a new switchboard at Polk. ... Last 
Thursday night we drank a fond fare- 
well (coffee) to Lucille Miller and wel- 
comed Lucille Holoch to the clan. Miss 
Miller, having received an appointment 
from the F.B.I. on very short notice, 
left a vacancy at the commercial 
clerk’s desk which is now filled by the 
new Lucille. 


Humboldt To Get 


Common Battery Service 


OWN subscribers in our 

Humboldt exchange were 
highly pleased when the an- 
nouncement was made recent- 
ly that the magneto town plant 
in that city will at once be con-| 
verted to common battery. 
service. In terms of equip-| 
ment, this means the replace- | 


| 
| 


progress. Maxine Barrett is instructing. 


“Happiness Ahead” 


ARY ROOD, Lincoln com- 
mercial office, became the 
bride of Lt. Harry Williams, 
January 10 at Richmond, Vir- 
ginia. The couple will make 
their home in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, where Lt. Williams 
is stationed at Fort Warren. 


Carol Seiver, service opera- 
tor at Lincoln, was united in 
marriage to Dale Nannen, 
January 24. The marriage took 
place at Holy Family Church 
in Lincoln. 


Thelma Aubert, assistant 
chief operator at Fairbury, 
was married to James Styck 
on January 24 at the First 
Methodist Church Parsonage. 
Rev. J. Laverne Jay officiated 
at the ceremony. 


Announcement has_ been 
made of the marriage of Cor- 
inne Whitfield, operator at 
Peru, to Ellis Adams, which 
took place on October 25, 
1940. The ceremony took place 
at the Methodist parsonage in 
Mound City, Missouri. 


Ellen Lane, operator at 
Tecumseh was united in mar- 
riage to Frank Hruska, Janu- 
ary 9 at Plattsmouth. 


Winona Way formerly of the 
accounting department, be- 
came the bride of Robert Sher- 
wood, at Las Vegas, Nevada on 
January 18. 


e @ 
Pauline Culp was united in 


ment of the present switch- marriage to Everett Petsch at 


board as well as all town tele- 
phones. Rural service will 
continue to be magneto—long 
known as the most depend- 
able and economical for farm 
line use. 


At the time the above 
change is made, the entire ex- 
change will be moved to a 
street level location in rooms 
directly below the present of- 
fice. This move is in line with 
the Company’s policy of mak- 
ing every office easily accessi- 
ble to the public—a policy 
which has been followed so 
consistently that upstairs of- 
fices have been almost com- 
pletely eliminated. 


For several years, the citi- 
zens of Humboldt have hoped 
for a new telephone building 
and dial service. Had the war 
not intervened, it is quite like- 
ly that plans long made to 
bring this about would now be 
in the process of completion. 
War priorities have made a 
new dial exchange impossible 
for Humboldt at this time. 
However, Company officials 
have felt that every effort 
should be made now to give 
Humboldt subscribers more 
modern service—while await- 
ing the day when the entire 
planned program could be car- 
ried forward. Therefore, the 
Company’s “fire board”—usu- 
ally held in reserve in the Lin- 
coln warehouse for emergency 
use—was sent to Humboldt, 
together with sufficient com- 
mon battery telephones to 
make the conversion possible. 
It will probably be completed 
some time in March. 


Humboldt business interests, 


Se 
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Las Vegas, Nevada on Janu- 


ary 18. Mrs. Petsch was a for- 
mer employee of the account- 
ing department. 


Several years ago an inquir- 
ing reporter stopped a num- 
ber of people at random on the 
streets of New York and asked 
them what they considered 
the biggest bargain for a 
nickel. By far the greatest ma- 
jority answered, “A telephong 
gall.” 


—_—————___., 


| “Journey's End” 


O THE bereaved ones who 
are left to mourn, we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy from 
the employes of this Company. 


JOHN A. PETERSON, uncle 
of Margaret Lindblad, Lin- 
coln traffic department, 
passed away January 15. 
Funeral services were held 
at Hodgman’s Mortuary with 
the Rev. G. A. Elliott of- 
ficiating. Burial was in 
Wyuka cemetery. 


ELBAE MORGAN, 26, brother 
of M. H. Morgan, manager 
at Syracuse, passed away 
January 7 at Eagle, Colo- 
rado. He suffered fatal in- 
juries in a farm accident. 


MRS. NELLIE BROWN, half 
| Sister of James L. Alldritt, 
plant department at Friend, 
passed away at the Warren 
Memorial Hospital in Friend 
on January 17. Funeral 
services were held at the 
| Congregational church in 
| Exeter on January 20. 
Burial was in the Andrews 
cemetery at Friend. 


i 888 8 eee ee 


L. V. Shirey Hurt 


V. SHIREY, construction de- 

partment, Lincoln, received a 
slight concussion, numerous fa- 
cial cuts and shock shortly before 
1 o’clock on February 16, when 
his car was struck by a Rock 
Island train at the Twenty-second 
and L crossing, near the Company 
Warehouse. He was taken to 
Lincoln General hospital by am- 
bulance, where his condition was 
not thought to be serious. Mr. 
Shirey was on his way back to 
work after his lunch hour when 
the crash occurred. He was driv- 
ing south and the train was head- 
ed north. The car was badly 
wrecked. 


According to the engineer on 
the train, he observed Mr. Shirey 
driving south and thought he was 
about to stop. When the car 
didn’t stop, the train plowed into 
the side and swung it around, 
smashing it into the iron post of 
a crossing sign. B. F. Ferguson, 
another employee at the Ware- 
house, was emptying an oil tank 
car about 30 feet from the cross- 
ing on a siding at the time of the 
accident and was a witness. 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Central District 


Eastern District— 


David City 
Nebraska City 
Plattsmouth 


Auburn 
Beatrice 
Fairbury 


Geneva 
Hastings 
Hebron 

Stromsburg 
Superior 
Sutton 


Peewee eee e ewer eee essere seeee 


wee ewww ew settee ec essere sese esses eses 


ee eee eres) 


Pewee wees essere cee eeeeeee ee sesessees 


See weet ewe wee were esas ee sew eesesesese 


Pee em eee e eee ee eee ewes eset e en eeaesee 
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Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 
For December January 1, 1942 
—86 —86 
—10 —10 
8 8 
12 12 
—2 —2 
4 4 
12 12 
—17 —17 
—8 —§ 
—4 —4 
—] —|] 
3 3 
—27 —27 
—5 —§ 
—8 —8 
2 2 
4 4 
1 1 
1 1 
—T —7 
—12 —]2 
—113 


FIRST AID PO 


S |. 


PULAR DEFENSE ACTIVITY 


des astonishing growth of public interest in First Aid, as an important adjunct of defense 


activity, has resulted in keeping Lloyd Jenkins, of the general plant department, very 
busy indeed. In addition to teaching many First Aid classes in Lincoln and elsewhere, Lloyd 
is also in demand for appearances before clubs of all kinds. Above are scenes snapped by 
our staff photographer at one of Lloyd’s classes, held evenings in Lincoln Central high 
school. Many employees attend this class. 1. Mary Giunta, general commercial depart- 
ment, demonstrates the prone pressure method of resucitation. 2. View of a portion of the 
class. 3. An all-employee group. Art King, Lloyd Jenkins, and Harold Brady watch Ernest 
telephone future and, from all| Royce treat Mike Egan for shock. 4. Although you might be pardoned for thinking that 
the “News” can learn, seem|Lloyd Jenkins in this picture is flapping his wings preparatory to “taking off,” the facts 
well pleased with the progress ;are that he is exhibiting a method of applying “digital pressure.” 5. Mike Egan, Art King, 
made to date. ‘Asa Armstead and R. R. Guthrie are employees in this group reading from left to right. 


particularly the Chamber of 
Commerce “New Enterprises 
Committee” headed by Mr. 
Otto Kotouc, Jr., have worked 
in complete harmony with our 
officials in planning the city’s 


SALES SUPPLEMENT 
1941 Sales HonorRoll 


Twelve Months Davoll, Ethel—Lincoln ..... i... fh 5 Allison, AUudrey—York ........cccceeee T 1 Olsen, Dewey—Weeping Water.... P. 8 
Sales Duncan, Bette—Hastings «0.0.0.0... C 15 Amend, Geraldine—Lincoln .......... A 1 Olson, Tva—-OSCEO]A, ....----sseecceeccosee x ; 
Class Class | Eden, W. W.—Lincoln ~.0.00.. E 4 Anderson, Carolyn—Wahoo ......... th 1 ralceta seam gg Seer pean seseoseeseostene aa : 
Name Exchange Dept. A B | Ferguson, Neva—Wymore ............ - 3 Anderson, Clara—Polk ........c.....-- Aly 1 Te ae Vv st lear a T 5 1 
—_ ; Fowler, J. P.—Wilber ......00000000.00.. P 16 Anderson, Elsie—Lincolm  .............. T 1 Oxley, Mildred— GTR, cavitssncdvcdssentes i ‘ 
ee G. L.—Fairbury. wessesseeseenenenee - 3 ‘Green, R. M.—Lincoln .................. P 16 2 | Anderson, Gladyce—Lincoln ........ T 2 separ a se acon saencesecssorece T 3 
‘Crone, Ethel W.—Beatrice ............ Haith, I. C.—Seward o0.......csssssseees P 6 Anderson, Glennice—Lincoln ..... A 2 Packard, Mary—Lincoln 0. 
‘Eliring, Josephine—Hastings ...... C 2 Halvorsen, Irene—Syracuse .......... T 3 Anderson, Mavis—Beatrice ............ 7 2 Palmer, Gladys—Lincoln ............ C 2 
‘Gear, J. _C.—Fairbury................. Pp 58 Harp, C. B.—Lincoln 2.0. Pp 5 Anderson, R. L.—Lincoln ........... A 1 Parnham, Madeline—Milford ........ T 1 
‘Higgins, Dan—Beatrice ................. Pp 40 1 | Hassler, W. L.—Lincoln .............. P 8 Andrews, R. D.—Lincoln ................ dt 1 Pauley, Alex—York sosvecersore wsotenseseese P 1 
‘King, Biss: © AAC. oss cccsccemeees 33 ‘Heinrichs, Twila—Hastings ........ T 5 Arbogast, Florence—Davey .......... T 6 Peterson, Geraldine—Beatrice ... T 1 
‘King, E. W.—Lincolm.................... C 113 2 | Hinrichs, Hilda—Hastings T 6 Ash, H. D.—Lincoln oo... Cst. 1 Phelan, Ruth—Beatrice ................ T 1 
“Manners, J. R.—Seward................ Pp 8i Horen, E. G.—Beatrice 0.0... P 9 Aydelott, D. E.—Lincoln Ss 1 Phillips, Helen—York 200... Zt 1 
Miers, G. W.—Seward..........cs Pp 91 Hughes, Edith—Milford oo... T 3 iBader, Lillian—-Nebr. City .......... T 2 Pickard, Helen—Lincoln ................ A. 2 
Murphy, Marie—Tecumseh. ............ C 38 Kerr, F. B.—Tecumseh ................. 4 Baker. Margaret—Weeping Water T 2 PICKrel, AMCC——VOre ccccscctscesiscoeis = 1 
*Puchko, J. G.—Wal Cc 179 : ae ping Pierce, L. H.—Lincol P 4 
Pe Os ee Gre WAN... eeeeeeeeeee Koukal, Ruth—Plattsmouth ........ ig 5 Barrett, Maxine—York ........c.c..00 dt 1 lerce, Ju. 41.——LINCOIN............ eee 
Rohrer, Beatrice—Hastings ........ C 64 Lahr, O. Bo—Lincolt......c.cccccocssessees Cst 4 : Norma—Lincoln ..... T 2 Pomeroy, Oleta—Lincoln .............. T 2 
‘Schmidt, Mina—Lincol GP 31 Beauchamp, Poppe, Lucile—Hebron T 2 
hrc CON xn -nnnnvnnneone Lewis, Alethea—Osceola ................ Ay 7 Beavers, Nira—Superior ................ Ji 1 > Ye "Evel a CDPON  ...--.eseeeeseeee r 
aires, Laura—Lincoln ...... A 48 Lindblad, Margaret—Lincoln ........ T 6 Begley, Helen A.—Plattsmouth... C 2 ratt, Evelyn—Hastings .................. 3 
‘Smith, J. Ekx—Auburn ........ P 67 Mankameyer, J. H.—Sutton. .......... P 18 Bennett, Betty L.—Hastings ........ T 1 Pruett, Grace—Malcolm sapitosociciaes T 6 
-~ollweiler, Alma—Hastings ........ C 113 *Mann, G. C.—Lincoln oe P 5 Bennett. Betty M.—Lincoln ..... T 1 Pugh, Lois—Nebraska City ............ T 1 
‘Whitney, H. L.—Superiov.............. PP 126 Marsh, Zella—Utica cocecccccccocccsseccseseee T 3 iBennett, Kathryn—Nebr. City .. T 1 in Sea A DARCY 0, sennasercnisnnnncviss GP 2 
Eleven Months NY) lie AARON seas ecceccastcshan ci P 5 Bettenhausen, F. J.—Lincoln.....Treas. 3 Om Wi eee Oe. ae 
_ Meester, Belle—Hastings ................ rT 6 Blevins, Ruth—Beatrice ................ NF 2 Danek Rr. Re Li air ee sg 9 
°Brockmeyer, J. J.—Auburn ........ Pp 55 ®’Minich, W. R.—Geneva ................ 3d 14 Bomberger, Helen—Wymore ........ wk 3 auch, Re R.—LINcoln .. eee: 
‘Jezewski, Karina—Auburn ........ Cc 47 Moorhead, E. A.—Geneva ............ P 5 Bott, Pauline—Beatrice 2... iy 1 Ray, ira Perot vataneneeseesesnsesene ne - 
Morris, F. W.—Lincoln ..................... Cc 57 *Mouden, W. M.—York. .................. Er 20 2 | Bottorff, Frieda—Hastings ............ - i, Raymer, Helen— ure M1 seeeeeeeeseeeeee rT 5 
Mussmann, Sarah—Western......... di Bradshaw, Shirley—Fairbury ...... T 1 Reid, Jessie—Fairbury ..............1.... 
Ten Months Nordheim, J. G.—Hastings ............ P 19 Brewer, Addie—Wymore .............. T 1 Richards, e agar ca senseronen P 1 
«Anderson, Cecile—Lincoln .......... Cc 77 Nyden, Wie DMC GID, iennisscansinssciace = 7 ‘Brooke, Kathryn—Lincoln .......... T 2 pa rt bd mad ap ean ees 7 : 
1Ernst, E. A—Auburn........................ P 53 O’Brien, Eleanor—Plattsmouth .... T 4 Brower, Doris—Geneva ................+. T 1 Rode 1, ” OMG Ly o Li n aS acai c 1 
“Fagan, Frances—Hastings ............ Cc 139 Parsons, R. C.—Lincoln .................. i 9 Brown, Esther—Osceola .............0+ NF 2 Ro Maca ee ee Tango weeeeeee rT 3 
1Grunewald, Helen—Beatrice ...... T 21 Peters, Alice—Friend ........--- T 3 Burbach, Laurietta—Sutton .......... T 1 ees at WA Sir os aa steve ss > 
sLant, W. C.—Nebr. City... P 36 Wiper, EB. G—Lincoln ....... P48 Burden, B. C.—Lincoln «1.2... -~EB 2 OL ee ee ee = 
Miller, J. C.—Lincoln “ . P 93 2 Plessel, Dora—Mililford 0.0.0... fly 4 Burney, Viola—DeWitt .....0.20000...... phy A | Roubal, Frances— TUNO ) ...... eee 2 
Osborn, Mary—Cook T 43 Rishel, Jean—Ashland ....0.0........ eG 3 Burns. Kerry—Lincoln oe T ii Rowan, Hilda—Lincoln ......0..... A 2 
Se ae PASE ne aaaraty Robertson, Imogene—Wymore .... T 4 ; find 2 Scanlon, Michael—Lincoln ............ Cst. 2 
“Whiting, Marjorie—Lincoln Cc 14 0 son, g y Burr, T. S.—Hastings -..2.1....ccosss 4 
} g;. J JOTIC—LAINCOIN  ........ Ronne, [da—MCCOO]  w.....c.ccccscsscsseeeus fy 9 Buschow, Mildred—Hastings......... T 4 See oe a Hicaeteas T 3 
Nine Months Rood, Mary—Lineoln 1. C4 Byrom, trene—Lincoln ...... T 3 Schleif, Juanita—Nelson roi 
Adams, Hope—Peru 2o............c.nccesce uly 36 Royce, E. H.—Lincoln. .....................SS 7 Calvin, Edna—Wahoo .................-200 ch 1 “Pei ; VINES — -----eesesee 
aati il Pe sre Schneider, Jacob—Lincoln ............ P 6 2 Schneider, Lydia—Lincoln ............ P 2 
Grewell, Margie—Exeter .....000...... T 26 , Carlson, R. A.—Lincoln...................... od 
Kermoade, Ruth—Auburn_..... C 35 Simpson, Anna—Dorchester ........ L 9 ICasari, Teresa—Lincoln -.ecesce-se- A 1 Schoenholz, Velma—Hebron. ........ NF 1 
Lahr, R. L.—Lincoin .............. GQ 45 smith, BH. F.—Lincoln... ccc SS 2 5 | Chambers, Bertha—Auburn. ........ T 1 Spel ee qesteers fh 2 
“Livingston, I. D.—Nebr. City...... P 63 ‘Spurlock, W. H.—Lincoln ............ P18 Childs, Vivienne—Lincoln. ............ T 2 Sel: te yA Ee ct ceresenceeessece r 2 
iWalker M C.—Hastings Pp 30 Stebbings, R. H.—Lincoln ..0.00000..SS 5 4 Clark, Elmond—Hastings ................ T a eizer, amlla— e WOOT eescsswnines ey 5 
ee nt) sae We ee oP Studier, H. M.—Lincoln ......0000000.... Cst. 3 Clifford, R. V.—Lincoln ................ E 3 Sherman, R. O.—Lincoln ................ ss 1 
Eight Months ‘Tatman, Florence—Lincoln .......... ss 7 Clinton, R. L.—Lincoln ........... P 8 alee We Bt iPiciahont indies ea : 
*Barth, Virginia—York. .................... C 22 ‘Vorhees, Emma Lou—Lincoln.... A 7 Combs, Irene—Nebr. City. ............ T 5 Si oe NL Linen ee 
Bull Cc M.—Plattsmouth................ P 92 Walker, Cc. L.—Beatrice os cecccccccecccece I 54 5 Conn W. P.—Lincoln Oe On ee nae an Cst. Z Impson, . M.—Lincoln oteeccccceeccccs Cst 1 
‘Bgan, M. F.—Lincoln ............... C 205 Walsh, Dorothy—Ashland_ ............ T 3 Cotant, June E.—Beatrice ............ T 1 ats te roc a eane ees T 4 
‘Flowerday, E. J.—Wahoo ............ P34 Wedgwood, Ernest—Lincoln. ...... . P 3 Crandell, Dorothy—Wymore ........ 7 1 Renin a edaweise T 1 
2Guelker, Paul J.—Lincoln....... a 42 Whitfield, Corrine—Peru. .............. T 4 Cressman, Lizzie—Jansen. .............. T 6 pkey Clare—David City ..0000000... T > 
“Janda, Rose—Plattsmouth T 11 Wieting, Mable—Plymouth ............ = 8 Culver, Ralph—Lincoln  ......-.esse0 Ss 2 Smith, Oura—Milford ............... ee 1 
Kuchera, Frank—Lincon P 25 “Winscot, P. R.—Lincoln ................ P 18 Cummings, W. E.—Hastings .......... P 2 hahaa eigenen pecs a etre th Cc 2 
MISUSE, GTAGO—SREMY ...insasccsiecscnvesass T 10 Two Months Dalton, R. Bi L NI COID . aicceceniwscstecsins P 9 Suton, Poor fiseoik seeneecseces 4 ‘ 
‘McDowell, Bonita—Fairbury ....... c 35 ; Davis, Ruth—Beatrice .................... yy 2 St . ery i 
“Nevitt. Frank—Beatrice ......... P 14 “Aabers, Cy WLIO a ncssiacitens P 2 2 Deets. Anna—Alexandria ................ T 3 acy, PAA OLE sisi scceasveciicsonetaie SS 1 
Reid, Mandane—Fairbury ............. C 35 ‘Alexander, Verna—Lincoln ........ C 2 DeLay, Wilma—DeWitt ............... T 1 Stewart, W. C.—Lincoln 0.0000... Pp 12 
id, 2 ecseaees Alfred, Hilma M.—Polk |W... T <3 Denzin, Evelyn—Carleton .......... T 4 Sugden, Ernestine Edgar. ........ = - 
Seven Months Ames, Wie, BEN CO: ss cnledans A 4 Dillman, Eva—Nelson. ........... C 2 hes Bua Tope petite d ssicioas 7 2 
—— Bia ae tor Borin, Martha—Milford ........0.0....... r 2 as Cst 2 voboda, Theodore—Plattsmouth P : 
‘Bornemeier, Mary—Louisville ... T 23 nee Disney, R. L.—Lincoln .................... st. iS ir papel 
‘Brock, G. D.—Hastings ........... P 38 Borley, Beth—Hastings .................. ly 3 Douty, Laura—Seward oo... Cc 8 wan, lrene—David City ....W.0....... 3 
Holka, Margaret—Ceresco _............ T 47 Bornemeier, Elsa—Louisville  ...... ih 2 O6He ok Wo ouincsln: a. P 1 Tachovsky, Norma—Beatrice ...... T 3 
Schouborg, R. l.—Beatrice P 34 Boyles, C. W—Lincalny sc, .scscecennstese Cst. 3 Duncan, Mary—Peru ................. T 1 rita eae DeWitt ON T 1 
Walker, Grace—Bradshaw cere... 'p 19 Brady, He. FLMC siscssccacsocwsesee A 3 Dvorak, Laura—Wilber  ........0..00.... T 1 Te ry, tielen— INCOM ose eneeseees weeee T 1 
“Walter, F. W.—Beatrice P 43 Brakhage, Opal—Yutan. ................ él 9 Edelmaier, Susanne—Lincoln ...... T D) erryberry, Marjorie—Plattsm’th T 4 
eae oe ee poet eee “Buehler, Florence—Beatrice ...... i 2 2 Edwards. Edna—Ruskin .............. T 3 Thimgan, Opal—Elmwood anteater T 2 
Six Months Burt, Mavis—Hastings ................ T 3 Edwards, Elizabeth——Louisville ... T 2 Thompson, Goldie—Tecumseh .... T 1 
1. 7 . Buttell, Marguerite—Hastings. ...... ph 4 matin e __T3  Cst. 1 Townsend, Ida—Cook ....... ly 5 
Apking, H. F.—Hebron .................... P 15 = Eisenbarth, J. J.—Lincoln ........ : 
(owelana R. M—Lincoln........ P13 Caslasky, Milo—Lincolm_ ................ P 11 Bicdahi. Litnes—-Pole «.ecccecccscccc T 1 Tracy, Alice—Lincoln  .......00000..... T 2 
Pace eg, aaah oo Tie saat P 9 Cohn, Mildred—Nebr. City ........ sie, ok 4 Elliott, Lillian—Hastings _............ T 1 Tracy, Mabel—Lihcoln .......0..... GT 3 
Wougherty. E. T.—Lincoln ......8s 7 4 | Dawson, Winnifred—Superior ...... T 2 Engel, Alice—Friend .....-ececce 7 1 Travis, D. C.—Lincoln......00.... P 7 
Ford B. L.—Beatrice ee, | 16 2 | DeLand, Dorothy—Osceola .......... fy 2 Eno. W. K.—Lincoin ....... us ss 1 True, Lois—Fairbury .................00 Tr 4 
iGistatcon. sames—Ocbacle T 7 DeWolf, T. R.—Lincoln ........cc0c0 Cst. 2 Fayle, Millicent—Ong |................ T 1 Tucker, Lois—Lincoln .....0....... C 1 
ricalbar denon Laverta—Svracuse ....... T 9 Divis, Bridget—Steinauer .............. T 6 Fisher, Estella—Stromsbur¢  ........ dh Li Tyo, Dora—Louisville 0... P 2 
inkand Myreta—Hastings - T ii Dobbs, J. A.—Lincoln .............. pevosenes ld bp 3 France. Elsie—Svyracuse .................. T 2 Tyson, Bernice—Lincoln. ................ GT 2 
Peeetce nwa Lvdia—Sewara .... T 10 Docekal, Bohumil—David City... P 19 Freeman. Pearl—Table Rock ........ T 9 Uhley, Winifred—Lincoln atoneeseeneveeesh OO 1 
Little’ Viola— Brock ca |: 23 Donaldson, R. J.—Lincoln .............. Ss 3 Fulton, Jean—Lincoln ................. T DY) Ulisperger, Ellanora—Nebr. City T 2 
Meister. Mary—Humboldt T 9 Drake, H. T.—Tecumsenh. ................ = 12 Funkhouser, Dorothy—David City C 2 Vollweiler, Lucille—Hastings. ........ fi 1 
Millholen, C: L.—Hastings P 39 Duerfeldt, Bessie—Nemaha ......... T 7 Gabriel, Margaret—Shelby  .......... T 1 Wait, R. E.—Lincoln..... 2... 2 
ss. OfleshY: & L.— Auburn COB OY 53 | Dulin, A. E—Lincoln .......0.0000.0..... P 4 Garvey. P. J.—Lincoln .......... P 2 Wakelin, Norma—Fairfield ............ 2 7 
Schemmerhorn, E. J.—Wymore... P23 Elliott, M. E.—Lincoln ................... P é 2 | Geist. W. M.—Lincoln P 1 Walker, Mrs. Dean—Beatrice........ r 2 
Van Trump, Jessie—Harvard ..... T 8 Elmshaeuser, Hedwig—Beatrice... T 3 |Giebelhaus, Henrietta—Lincoln.... T 2 Walters, Celestine—Hastings ........ T 2 
1Williams 7“ C.—Stromsbur¢........ P 29 Eppens Oliver—Lincoln .................. st 2 | Gilmore, D. C.-—Lincoln ................ Pp Dy) 1Warner, Ramona—Lincoln .......... C 9 
1Windels, Sophia—Syracuse a 12 Galley, R. E.—Lincoln «0... A 3 pares ’Mary—Lincoln .................-GC : 4 arate a Ep ae stetteseeeesenenees Cst. 2 
. Geist, A. MALincoln «0 P 4 | Glantz, Frances—Lincolm .............. a 2 Watson’ Judith. Wak Th weseseseseseeneee T 2 
Five Months Hagenbuck, Hazel-——-Wahoo ............ fk 5 | Grant, Richard—Lincoln ............... Pp 2 Ween 'B es oe oa peers ware = 2 
Armstead, A. S.—Lincoln .......... ss il _ tialverstadt, I. W.—Tecumseh ... P12 Greene, Geraldine—York .............. fi 2 1 Cart, WEUly—MINCOIN  .....eseecseeesees rT 2 
iciasies, MM Atathiry . P 30 |Hansen, Da—Lincoln oo. Ss 3 Griffin, Eita—Geneva cececcecccccceee. T 2 Wells, Ruth—Fairbury T I 
1Clark, Vera—AUDUIN  _eceecesccssesssses T 8 Herbes, Maxine—Osceola .............. C 14 | Griffith G. W—tLincoln ................ Pp 1 Weyers, Mable—Sterling ................ 7 1 
Copenhaver, Eunice—Plattsm’th. T 5 | Hewit, Grace—Dunbar .................... rt 7 Ground, Doris—Hastings  .............. T 1 Whitacre, Dorothy—Polk .....0.......... 7 1 
SCurry, Ruth—Polk eho, ee 6 | Hillyer, Helen—Geneva ................ T 2 | Grnbaush Margaret—Tamora ... T 7 White, H. G.—Lincoln..... 2 
Eegerss, C. A—Lincoln ....... GC Hines, Pernal—Beatrice .................. T 3 | Gunlack "Hanna—Vork. <0. T 2 Williams, Amazine—Lincoln. ........ a 2 
\1Helfer. Derov—Nebr City. ee P 26 Hodge, M. L.—Beatrice eecceccccccecencce P 11 Hall Mabel—Lincoln PS AOR ee) he . T 2 Winscot, L. W.—Lincoln Soacwnccoscceseces Cst. 1 
Hilvard. Hazel—ork SOO Rae 9 Huddleston, Herbert—Lincoln ...... SS 4 aircon Violat—Lincoln ......... A 9 Wright, Arlene—Polk | oo. T 1 
siner ‘Myrtle—Lincoin .............. C 9 Hunt, Nellie—Harvard ..0... i 2 | Hansen Flla—Falls TEE scevsccncomene T D Wroe, LaVerna—Lincoln ................ GT 1 
Hoffmever, Irma—Hebron ...... GC 21 | Hutchens, Frances—Geneva .......... T 2 Harper. Lilian—Adans ................. T 5 Yost, Helen—Harvard 200... Ai 1 
Hohnstein, Katherine—Harvard.. T 5 | Isaman, B. A.—Hastings .00000000.... os 2 Hares er, Medora—Beaver Xing. T 4 Yost, Marian—Harvard ww... T 1 
Lockhart, Marguerite—Syracuse.. T 6 | Iwohn, Carolina—Clatonia ............ Lf 2 Hart eWacma- ratings — T 2 Zeleny, Evelyn—Wilber 00.00.0002... oy 1 
SMason. J. A —Hastings y - p 12 ‘Jenkins, L. C.—Lincoln .....00.00...... GP 3 Wauschild. Grace—Lincoln ...... A 1 Zimmerman, H. M.—Lincoln.......... P 7 
aiilan Laie: Sot Cc 21 Johnson, Irene—Dawson. ......00........ T 7 Headman, Erika—Stromsburg ... P 1 
Myers, Hazel—Cedar Bluffs T 16 Johnson, Mabel—York a. T 3 Heigbreder, Maxine—Utiea s.. T 2 a 
1 c . ba a y y , at FFA RRR KAD Dh cee wwe we eewennne “ ee. BA Oa oe 
Preccove. iiyel ammount oo" T 34 Keith, G. B.—Lineoln. Pp 4 ae aa Eligible Employees Making 
‘Rabb, W. W.—York ............ r 7 Kinney, Vivian—Auburn ................ r 5 Hobson, J. M.—Lincoln ............... Cst. 1 
‘Rowley, Lauretta—York ....... T 8 Ro a ee ee Hoffman, Frieda—Hastings. .......... T 2 Sales But Not on the 
Shellenbarger, R.C.—Plattsmouth P 20 ‘Klich, W, F.—Hastings ............... P 4 Holbrook, Marguerite—Lincoln... A 2 
Swanson, Ruth—Stromsburg c 9 Knobel, Gertrude—Fairbury ........ T 4 Holka, Mamie—Lincoln ©... T 2 
'Tartsch, Georgia—Plattsmouth.. CG 26 Xnudson, H. S.—Lincoln .............. Pp 19 Hutchison, L. C.—Lincoln .............. P 1 Honor Roll 
1Van Matre Clara—Rising City... T 15 Korcek, Irene—Lincoln .................. A 5 Jackson, Mary—Fairbury .............. T 2 
Mawcle: Pckric. Linco “ Pp 40 Lane, Milly—Wymore ............sssss00 C 14 Jahn, G. W.—Lincoln 0... ecceeeeeee A 2 Ager, A. L.—Lincoln ....... eee C 34 
Mitaoman. Hana Dewitt T 7 Larson, Anna—Sutton 2.0.00... C 12 Jensen. ‘Doris—Hastings ...............- T 2 Barker, Ella—Bradshaw ................ T 1 
Wilcox. Hattie—Barchard ts P 16 Leypoldt, Evelyn—Lincoln ............ - 4 Jensen. L. C.—Lincoln ......... ss 2 ‘Brendle, R. N.—Lincoln................ P 2 
Fea nena Serer ete ear antes Lofink, Helen—Lincoln ................. c ¢ Johnson, Elva—Plattsmouth ...... T = 2 Brewer, Marie—Nelson 0... Cc 2 
Four Months i ae steteecseeeneweseeee = 5 Johnson, Dorothy—Hastings ........ T 1 Burke, E. ¥’.—Nebr. TE sizcunnisattes P 5 
Armagost, H. W.-—David City........ P 7 Meco 6 29TH CONN nese eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenee Johnson, Genevieve—Wahoo ........ Cc 10 Burkett, R. E.—Lincoln Een rere P 3 
Baxter, J. L.—Lincolnm .......0.0.......... P b 4 icConnell, Leona—Polk ehssstseacereses T 8 Johnson, Theo—Lincoln ................ P 2 Caywood, G. B.—Lincoln............... P 4 
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Miskimins, Mildred—Davenport.. T a Ruppel, John—Nebr. City ............ P 2 1Liebhart, Dorothy—Lincoln Pp t Pauley, Carl—Hastings .................... 5 
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Cunningham, H. C.—Lincoln ........ Ss 6 Albury, G. M.—Lincoln ............ P I Northway, Catherin—David City T 2 years previously a member of the Twelve 
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Bend Drive 
into High Gear 


Employees Hasten To Sign 
Pledge Cards For Salary 
Deduction Plan. Many 
Exchanges Reach Goal. 


ct JO 


‘inning, the drive 
employee par- 


ary deduction plan for buying 
Defense Bonds went into high 
| in February. 

the day this story was 
written (March 16) slightly 
of all employees had 


On this day, bond 


more than $60,000 annually. 
This amount will be greatly 
increased each day, as the 
signed cards continue to roll 

1 The April “News” will 
a much more complete 
of this activity. 

The Hastings exchange was 
the first to score 100% partici- 
pation. To those constantly 
wide-awake Hastings em- 
ployees must go the well de- 
served praise always due a 
really energetic group. Other 
exchanges to attain the 100% 
gO by March 16 were: 
Alexandria, Bellwood, Bene- 
dict, Bennet, Bruning, Burch- 
ard, Burr, Cedar Bluffs, 
Ceresco, Clatonia, Crab Or- 

| , Daykin, Deweese, Dor- 
sr, Garland, Guide Rock, 

n, Maleolm, Milford, 


7 
al 


hard 
Cihlaid 
CNneste 
~ . ad fy, 


- ' ~~ ~ ~ 
“LOX ! 
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: 
Swanton, Syracuse, Table 


Rock, Tamora and Valparaiso. | 


It will be noted, of course, 
that most the above ex- 
changes have very few em- 
ployees—in some cases only 
one or two operators. This, 
however, is not said with any 
thought of discounting the 
honor due them for making 
the quick decision to back our 
armed forces with dollars. The 
larger exchanges are getting 


ot 


organized and it cannot be| 


doubted that every employee 
will soon be in the fold. 


Recent Transfers 

HERE were several trans- 

fers of importance affect- 
ing various departments in 
Lineoln and the territory dur- 
ing March. Welton F. Grant, 
combinationman in the Lin- 
coln service department, was 
transferred to Beatrice in the 
same capacity. Harold L. 
Hoeppner, clerk in the con- 
struction office, moved to the 


disbursement section of the) 


accounting department to fill 
the vacancy caused by Ken- 
1eth L. Boshart’s enlistment 
tor army service. R. V. Clif- 
fords, estimate clerk in the en- 
gineering department, takes 
the position vacated by Mr. 
Hoeppner in the construction 
office, while Robert Anderson 
transiers from the addresso- 


ba 


tet 


graph section of the account- | 
ing department to the position 
of estimate clerk in the engi- | 
G. $§.| 


Hart, of Lincoln, has been em-| 


neering department. 


ployed in the addressograph 
section. Christine Witt 


in the general commercial de- 


partment. A traffic transfer of | 


interest is the promotion of 
ladys Lisk, of York, to the 
position of assistant chief op- 


4 


erator at that exchange. 


> ¢ 


ro er 


a voluntary sal-| 


pledge cards for bond 


ard, Stromsburg, Surprise, | ; 
= | wanted the thrill of putting 


Humboldt’s New 
Telephones Now 


In Service 

(Humboldt Standard) 
penn of the Lincoln 
‘4+ Telephone and Telegraph 


Co., in Humboldt are now en- 
_joying their new telephones, 


it lagged a bit;and we mean just that for 


| they are being enjoyed and 
| appreciated. 

The new system was “cut 
in” for service, promptly at 
ten o’clock Monday, March 9, 
}and at the same time the new 
| office on the ground floor was 
opened to the public. Just 
before the new service was 
“cut in” there was consider- 
able hustling about on the 
part of the employees, to see 
that everything was in readi- 
ness when the appointed hour 
came. Quite a number of peo- 
ple were present to see the 
new service come into actual 
being. Then a few minutes 
before ten, we noticed the op- 
erators take their places at the 
board, for the calls when they 
started coming in, and at the 
same time, other operators 
were at the old board continu- 
ing the service. 

At exactly ten o’clock, 
Mayor Frank M. Boss pushed 
a button which rang a bell 
and in less than thirty seconds, 
the old board was discon- 
nected and the new one went 
into operation. Who put in the 
first call with the new tele- 
phone? There is not much 
doubt about that. Bill Law- 
rence at the Home State Bank 


in the first call, and a few 
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Employees named below have subscribed for 


WAR DEFENSE BONDS 
On payroll allotment plan - and are 
entitled fo recognition as patriotic citizens. 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
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i ens above picture tells its own story. It shows the type of 
Honor Roll placards now in place in every department in 
Lincoln. These placards were planned as a stimulant to 100% 
cooperation in the drive for full voluntary participation in 
Defense Bond purchases by employees. On the day they were 
put in place (March 12), the following Lincoln departments 
were on a 100% basis: general commercial, local commercial, 
general shop, garage, warehouse and supply department of- 
fice. The supply office employees were the first to sign up 
100° strong for the suggested 5% payroll deduction plan. 


Erma Kellgren 


Leaves District Office 


HE host of friends in Lin- 

coln, and throughout the 
Eastern district, of Erma Kell- 
gren, secretary to District 
Manager J. A. McKinzie, re- 
gretfully noted her departure 
on February 20. Miss Kell- 
gren resigned to accept a po- 
sition at the ordnance plant at 
Wahoo, her home town. She 
joined the Company in the 
commercial department at 
Wahoo in 1933, coming to Lin- 
coln to the district office in 
1935. Phyllis Taylor, who 
joined the accounting depart- 
ment in June, 1941, has been 
transferred to the Eastern dis- 
trict office to fill the vacancy. 


Paul Schmeltzer 
ls Much Improved 


| has many friends of Construction 

Superintendent Paul Schmeltz- 
er, Lincoln, are happy to know 
that he is recovering rapidly from 
the operation for a thyroid ail- 
ment, which he underwent Febru- 
ary 23, at St. Elizabeth hospital, 
in Lincoln. Not only did he re- 
cover rapidly from the operation, 
but his general condition at pres- 
ent is so favorable that it is quite 
probable that he has now cleared 
the last hurdle to complete good 
health. 


Harry Smith, motor vehicle 
supervisor, who underwent treat- 
ment for a stomach ailment at 
the Lincoln Veterans hospital 
during February, returned to 
work on March 2, and is now 
gaining weight and reporting a 


| e 2 eZ 
oly commercial was the first department to secure 100% | speedy return to fine physical 


participation, but not all the deductions were on a 5% basis. | 


| 
t 


| 


minutes before the new board 
was “cut in” he took down the | 
receiver from the new tele-!| 


= 


condition. 


WE GO IN FOR FINGER-PRINTING! 


: also | 
leaves the addressograph sec- | 
tion to replace Mary Giunta 


phone and just waited for the 
first “number please.” 

When the new service was 
“cut in,” a crew of employees 
started immediately taking 
out the old telephones and by 
evening, all were out of the 
business district. 


Present at the ceremony 


were: H. F. McCulla, general 


commercial superintendent, 
Lincoln; C. C. Donley, assist- 
ant general traffic superin- 
tendent, Lincoln; Clyde Burge, 
district manager, Beatrice; 
Sterling Nelson, area man- 
ager, Auburn; Miss Merle 
-Markuson, traveling instruc- 
tor, Lincoln. Tyler Ryan, lo- 
cal manager, introduced the 
officials and employees of the 
'company, including the opera- 
tors, and the crew who had 
‘been here to install the new 


| system. 
Mr. McCulla made a few 
‘remarks in which he ex- 


pressed the pleasure of the 
Company in giving us the im- 
'proved service, which was the 
last change they would be able 
'to make for the “duration,” 
and that they were looking 
‘forward to the time when they 
could give us the dial system, 
and the new building. 


Mayor Frank M. Boss spoke 
in behalf of the city, and 
thanked the officials for the 
new improvement, and that he 
was sure that he would be 
well pleased with the new sys- 
tem. Otto Kotouc, jr., also 
conveyed thanks to the Lin- 


Co. for the improved system. 


| 
| 


HE “News” cameraman was lurking in the background when Lincoln employees marched 


up to be finger-printed early in March, and he managed 


to grab a few pictures. The 


pictures cannot, of course, give you an idea of the atmosphere of the room—which was 


clogged with wise-cracks of the most horrible quality for two full days. 
alleged humor was terrible is to be guilty of gross understatement! 


To say that the 
O. L. Sturtevant, gen- 


eral plant department, was in charge of the activity, which was done on a purely voluntary 


basis at the request of the Office of Civilian Defense. 


The actual printing was done by 


Everett W. Rudisil, finger-print expert of the Lincoln police department, who appears in 
all the above pictures. Mr. Rudisil’s bored, not to say pained, expression was caused by the 


constant repetition of such horrible wise-cracks as: 


“Well, I see they finally caught up 
with you” and “Boy, Pll bet your prints show all the marks of a criminal!” 
| thing went on hour after hour, and it was pretty hard to take! 
coln Telephone and Telegraph | duplicate, with one set going to Washington. In the pictures we see: 1. The “News” editor, 


That sort of 
The prints were made in 


‘who didn’t realize at the time that this finger-printing—plus that Wahoo bomb plant story— 


The new system installed is | would just about finish him! 2. Mina Schmidt, general plant department. This was the only 


the common battery system | time Officer Rudisil smiled, but Orrin Sturtevant doesn’t look any too happy. 3. F. E. Behm 
and replaces the magneto sys-| was really serious about this business. 4. Herb McCulla’s arrival generated so many wise- 
_eracks from the onlookers—and most of the gags were so terrible—that both Officer Rudisil 
and the genial Herb became very despondent before they finished the job! 


See “HUMBOLDT” 
Page 4, Col, 3 


YQ : UNITED 
Ween STATES 
a SAVINGS 
if je. MBONDS 
1 a: AND STANPS 


eS EEE ee 
Deen eee 


BUY 


UNITED 
“ss STATES 
y’ SAVINGS 


Number 3 


RESTRICTIONS ON 
TELEPHONE SERVICE 


War Production Board Is- 
sues Conservation Order 
Banning Residence Exten- 
sions and the Replacement 
of Standard Sets With 
Handsets. 


NDER an order issued 

March 2, by the War Pro- 
duction Board, and known as 
“General Conservation Order 
L-50,” telephone companies 
throughout the nation are or- 
dered to discontinue at once 
the replacement of existing 
wall or desk type telephones 
with handsets. The order also 
calls upon telephone com- 
panies to discontinue at once 
the installation of extension 
telephones in residences “ex- 
cept when such extensions are 
necessary for the use of those 
who are charged with respon- 
sibilities for the public health, 
welfare or security.” Tele- 
phone companies are also or- 
dered to “employ party-line 
service in those _ instances 
where party-line installations 
will conserve scarce and criti- 
cal materials.” 


’ Other instructions in this or- 
der have to do with plant bet- 
terments or new facilities. 
Telephone companies are or- 
dered to (1) Discontinue re- 
placements or additions to ex- 
isting plant for the better- 
ment or relocation of such 
plant, except replacements es- 
sential to the maintenance or 
protection of service. (2) Con- 
serve or re-use existing equip- 
ment or facilities, whenever 
such conservation or re-use 
will reduce the use of scarce or 
critical materials. (3) Discon- 
tinue the conversion of man- 
ual offices to dial, or the con- 
version of one type of manual 
office to another type. (4) Dis- 
continue the replacement of 
manual private branch ex- 
changes with dial exchanges. 


The only exceptions to the 
above orders are made (1) In 
the case of changes in equip- 
ment or facilities actually in 
the course of physical installa- 
tion. (2) In the cases of in- 
stallations for the official use 
of the armed services of the 
United States. 


The purpose of the War Pro- 
duction Board’s order is ob- 
viously, as stated, to conserve 
such critical materials as cop- 
per, brass, aluminum, nickel, 
etc., which play a fundamental 
part in the manufacture of 
telephone equipment. That 
enormous quantities of these 
materials will be saved by this 
order cannot be doubted. 


The Lincoln Company be- 
gan its application of this or- 
der immediately upon receiv- 
ing an official copy of it. This 
Company has only a limited 
number of plant replacement 
projects at a stage where they 
will be affected in an adverse 
way by this order. One very 
important project, however, 
seems certain to have been af- 
fected. This is the new dial 
exchange planned for Platts- 
mouth. Contracts had been 
let for the erection of the 
building, and a B-1 priority 
had been secured for the pur- 
chase of the dial equipment, 
when the Government’s order 
was issued. Work would have 


See “RESTRICTIONS” 
Page 2, Col. 3 
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‘bor. 
of our officials, they are only 


“RESTRICTIONS” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
begun this month. However, 


4 since this conversion job was 
= i 
Published in the Interest of the Employes of This Company, | 


not actually in the course of 
physical installation at the 


time the order was issued, it 


does not seem possible that 
the Company will be able to 
do anything but postpone this 
very desirable improvement 
until after the war is over. 
The above restrictions have, 
of course, been more or less 
anticipated by the telephone 
industry ever since Pearl Har- 
In the opinion of most 


| 
(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) | 2 toretaste of what the future 


holds for our business. We 


A NOTE from Miss Marion Cook who, until early in 1941,| have endeavored to keep faith 
-1 assisted in this office with the publication of the “News,”’| with our patrons by telling 


tells something about the thrills of war days on the Pacific 


eoast. Miss Cook, who is employed by the Southern Cali- 
fornia Telephone Company, in Los Angeles, was enroute 
home on a street car one evening shortly after Pearl Harbor 
and she saw a Filipino youth stab a young Jap! The assault 
took place in the crowded street car—and right before Miss 
Cook’s startled eyes! The Jap was not killed, but he was 
seriously injured. The Filipino escaped from the car and dis- 
appeared in the crowd, and Miss Cook intimates that no one 
seemed to be trying very hard to catch him. She writes that 
she had quite a time getting over the jitters after this ex- 
perience. 


Here’s an item clipped from a foreign correspondent’s 
story in the New York Times which gives you an idea of 
what the telephone means to the people now living under the 
barbarian heel of the Hun in occupied France: 


news from those in the territory you have just left. 
and honest news and they are grateful. 
for you. Never has the telephone rendered such service. If it should 
be banned or suspended, it would mean the rupture of the last life- 
line of communication.” 


It is precious 


Area Manager Sterling Nelson, of Auburn, did a bit of | 


“yassling” with the new “war time” when it went into ettect | 


some weeks ago. In best Sterling Nelson fashion, he lost the 
decision in his bout with old Father Time—but it really wasn’t 
his fault. On that Sunday night when all clocks were sup- 
posed to be turned ahead one hour, Sterling retired early 
alter turning up all the clocks in his home. He didn’t men- 
tion the fact to the family, so Mrs. Nelson and their two 
daughters each whooped up the clocks another hour apiece 
as they retired. As a result, the Nelson household staggered 
out to breakfast at about 2:30 a.m.! It was nice and dark but 
everybody expected that—so the girls started off to high 
school and Sterling tottered down to the telephone office. 
The office clock registered 3:30—so Sterling figured it must 
have stopped and he wound it and shoved it ahead to 7:30 
to coincide with his watch. When 8:00 a. m. (Nelson time) 
arrived, and none of the employees showed up for work, 
Sterling started calling them on the telephone to make merry 
remarks about sluggards who sleep all day. Getting them out 
of bed, of course, at around 4:00 a. m.! Man, oh man—did 
they burn him down! It finally dawned on Sterling that 
something must be wrong. He checked with the night op- 
erator—who was of the opinion that he was out of his mind. 
He was inclined to agree with her, as he started back home 
to get some more shut-eye. (Note: His daughters were there 
ahead of him. It had not taken them as long as it had “pappy” 
to get wise to this situation!) 


And something even more interesting happened recently 
to big, cheerful Roy Mills—Beatrice cable splicer—and, ever 
since it happened, he has been gnawing his nails clear up to 
the second joint. Roy doesn’t care much about discussing 
the matter, but the folks in Beatrice will joyfully tell you 
all about it if you ask them. In fact, they’ll insist on tell- 
ing you, even if you do not ask them. Roy was working on 
the new PBX installation at the State Institute for the Feeble 
Minded, near Beatrice. You may or may not know that most 
of the buildings at this institution are connected by tunnels 
large enough to permit the passage of a man. In these tun- 
nels are the institution’s water and sewer pipes, electric wires 
and telephone cables. Roy, working through one tunnel, came 
up in the basement of a building and found himself sur- 
rounded by a number of the inmates. They didn’t seem to 
be doing much of anything, and appeared to be harmless, so 
Roy sat down on the floor to repair his flashlight. While thus 
engaged, an institution official who was a complete stranger 
to Roy entered the room. He came over to see what our 
hero was up to. “And what are you doing, my little man?” 
he inquired in a silky voice. “Aw, I’m trying to get some 
light,” Roy grunted. The official smiled indulgently and said, 
“Wouldn’t it be easier just to turn on the lights at that switch 
over there?” Well, you know how Roy is—always the kidder 
and all that sort of stuff. “Aw, now—is that the way you do 
it?” he cracked. “I thought you had to use matches on them 
lights!” The official patted Roy on the head and walked out 
without a word. And—believe it or not—when he returned 
he WOULDN’T LET ROY GO! Nope—he herded him into 
another room with the rest of the boys who spend their spare 


hours picking at the coverlets, and for a while it looked like | 


Roy was in for a long stretch of cutting out paper dolls. He 
yelled to high Heaven for justice, but the louder he talked the 
more certain they were that he belonged! It took a quick | 
trip out to the institution by Clyde Burge and Bob Schouborg, 
plus a heap of fast conversation by both gents, to spring our. 
Roy out into the sunlight! As I say, he’s a bit sensitive about | 
the whole thing—so don’t wise-crack him about it unless you’ 
are standing where you can go away in a hurry. Roy, you 
know, is mighty big and mighty active! —N. 0. | 


. . |equipment intact. 
“The day after your arrival in Paris from the unoccupied terri- | Ser 


tory, you pick up the telephone and industriously pass in review | 
all your friends and acquaintances, transmitting to them personal | . 
taken lightly—were regarded 


In turn, they do the same. 


| 
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them, through our advertising, 
about the growing shortages 
of materials and the apparent 
certainty that installations of 
telephone equipment would be 
restricted. 

We know that our sincere 
warnings were heeded by a 
large section of the public. 
Many persons in various sec- 
tions of our territory hastened 
to order the main stations or 
extensions they had _ long 
needed—or made up their 
minds to keep every bit of 
their present service and 
It is pos- 
sible that, in some quarters, 
our solemn warnings were 


as so much “propaganda.” It 


‘is not, however, in any spirit 


of saying “we told you so” 
that we now express our sin- 
cere regret over the fact that 
some of our patrons “missed 
the boat” in the matter of se- 
curing needed residence ex- 
tensions. 

We employees now have a 
real job for the future. It can- 
not be doubted that really 
drastic restrictions upon civil- 
ian equipment, service and us- 
age will be coming out of 
Washington as the war con- 
tinues. We owe it to our pa- 
trons to make sure that they 
are supplied with every really 
necessary service while we are 
still in a position to supply it 

In other words, at the mo- 
ment NO RESTRICTIONS 
have been placed upon the in- 
stallation of business trunks 
or business extensions, nor 
upon town or rural residence 
main stations (where installa- 
tions can be made without 
plant extension). 

It is our solemn duty to 
point out the above facts to 
subscribers and non-subcrib- 
ers alike, to the end that there 
may be no feeling anywhere 
in our territory that this Com- 
pany failed to do its utmost to 
take care of the telephone 
needs of all who look to us for 
this most vital service. 


"Blessed Event” 


Me and Mrs. George Dobson an- 
» nounce the birth of a baby 
girl on Friday, February 13. Mr. 
Dobson is the area manager at 
Plattsmouth. 


“WITH THE COLORS’ 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 
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D. W. Cunningham, 
Supply Department. 


Phil Garvey, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Giles H. Gere, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Jack Huddleston, 
Supply Department. 


Bev Ott, 
Supply Department. 


Dan Smith, 
Non-functional, Beatrice. 


Howard Stroup, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 
Supply Department. 
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Whitney Praised 


In Superior Paper 


DITOR CRILLEY, of the 
Superior Express, keeps an 
interested eye on the sales rec- 
ords of our own Lloyd 
“Shrimp” Whitney, combina- 
tionman at Superior, and on 
numerous occasions has given 
“Shrimp” a good pat on the 
back. Here is a story which 
appeared in a recent issue: 
| 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS-— 


Wk brings its requirements and its consequences 
closer to us every day. Of most importance, of 
course, is the calling of men into military service. Every 
week now we may expect to lose some of our fine men 
to Uncle Sam. Their return will be eagerly awaited. 


Possibly the next most disturbing 
matter is the continual tightening of 
government restrictions concerning 
telephone service. The latest order 
from the War Production Board, Gen- 
eral Conservation Order L-50, prohibits 
installing extension telephones in resi- 
dences except where needed for those 
in charge of public health, welfare, or 
security; no further replacement of 
wall or desk sets with hand sets un- 
less instrument to be replaced is be- 
yond repair; no extension of plant or equipment is to be 
made except to replace facilities essential to maintain 
service; manual exchanges are not to be converted to dial 
unless such conversion is now actually under way. Other 
restrictions are provided which will be announced from 
time to time. 


“A Superior man, H. L. Whit- 
ney, was high man among all 
plant employees of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany in sales during 1941. He 
sold 141 telephones during the 
year. Mr. Whitney has been a 
member of the Twelve Month 
club for a number of years, which 
means that he has had at least 
three sales every one of the 
twelve months throughout the 
year. He has usually been near 
the top of the list, but this is the 
first year that he has achieved 
that honor. No other plant em- 
ployee came near him this year, 
and he was surpassed by only 
one or two of the company’s 
commercial salesmen throughout 
the entire system. It is a record 
that Mr. Whitney has a right to 
be proud of, and Superior is'| 
proud of it too.” | 


But, cheerful compliance with these and other war 
regulations will be the order of the day. 


Taxes of all kinds will be increased and every tele- 
phone user, as well as employee, will be paying more. 
All to win the war! 


Our employees are doing splendidly in subscribing 
for War Defense Bonds. Keep the good work going. 


J. H. AGEE. 


a —. 


TWO TERRITORY OFFICES ARE “STREAMLINED” 


| the top picture, you see the rejuvenated Hastings commercial office as it appears today. 

Those of us who remember the somewhat stodgy appearance of this office in past years 
can fully appreciate the remarkable transformation that has been wrought. The new flu- 
orescent lighting fixtures, the cream celotex ceiling and the cream and mahogany tile-board 
wall panels make an impressive contribution to the comfort and beauty of the room. The 
traffic department and the district office, on the second floor, have been given similar treat- 
ment. 

In the bottom picture, we get a look at the revamped Beatrice commercial office. In 
this case, an almost complete rearrangement of the room coincided with the stream-lining 
process. The commercial counter was swung around to face the north, the district manager’s 
private office was moved from the rear of the room to the southwest corner, and an ade- 


quate customer’s room was installed. Patrons and employees alike can now be very proud 
of these offices. 
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Eastern District | 

Phyllis Taylor | 

Ashland | 

The girls of the commercial and | 
traffic departments had aé_ kitchen | 


shower for Dorothy Walsh, January 23. | 
Mrs. John Walsh and Mrs. J. L. Potter 
were guests. Pinochle was played, | 
after which a lunch was served at the | 
Calumet Cafe. . . . Gladys Ann Ball is 
the new employee in the commercial 
department. . Mrs. Edna Miller is 
the new chief operator. ... On Friday, 
February 20, Geraldine McDowell spent 
the day in Lincoln. 
David City 
. Valentine’s Day wasn't neglected 
David City by the “telephone girls.” | 
girls drew names for “Heart | 
Sisters” and for three days they ex- | 
changed gifts. On the third day, the | 
mystery of “Who's got my name,” was | 
cleared. It was fun—sort of like a | 
three-day Christmas. . .. Elaine Mar- | 
quis spent the week-end of the 6, in | 
Bennet, visiting her—ahem—friends. 
. The flu-bug finally caught up with 
Irene Swan. Irene was reported among 
the missing from the 21 to the 24 of 
this month. . . . Iro Allen had a heart | 
attack and is still confined to her bed | 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


at this writing. We all hope she will be 
back soon! Mrs. Helen Dosek is the 
new relief cashier. We're glad to have 


her with us. 


Nebraska City 
Nebraska City area telephone 
family can boast of little news for this 
month, although there are some (ac- 
cording to the week-end off schedule), 
who have had a few days of fun despite 
the coldness and snow. Kate Bennett 
enjoyed a week-end in which she was 
reunited with her family at Edgar... . 
Betty Janssen, Ruth Langenfeld and 
Maxine Hunsicker visited friends and 
family at their respective homes... . 
June Milow, Kate Owens and Phyllis | 
Fritseh also had a week-end off, but 
what they did during those three days 
hasn't, as yet, come to light. ... On 
the week-end of February 22, Marge 
Long visited in Kearney. She also spent | 
a few extra moments shopping in Oma- | 
he. ... Evalyn Sprague is looking for- 
ward with some anticipation to a 
scheduled week-end in Peru... . Char- | 
lotte Seeley, a recent, but temporary | 
invalid, has recovered and was back to | 


rm 
ime 


work, February 16. ... Edith Rivett is | 
aiso back on the job after a siege of the | 
flu. ... Two more operators have just 
about completed their toll training. 
They are: Imo Hurlburt and Maxine | 
Meintire, and are looking forward to | 
receiving 


instructor Evelyn Letellier and assis- 
tant Rita Simunaci. The two new cul- 
prits are: Phyllis Fritsch and Charlotte | 
Seely. . Mildred Cohn did a little | 


research work and conducted the su- | 


pervisors class on February 25. 

Mrs. Weston spent a few days in ou 
office while some of our force was | 
sick. ...On February 24, Mr. McKinzie 
was a visitor in our office. ... Rita 
Simunaci spent the week-end of the 22 
in Omaha. . Evelyn Sprague pre- 
sented a lesson at the Credit W 


their diplomas. ...A new | 


| 
| be surprised! The dictionary mentions Paul, Minnesota, 
| “circulate” as “going about from place 


-| named Phyllis Taylor was a member 
Y'of this department, but she is now 


} 
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' section, 


Womens | Disbursement section. 
Breakfast Club at the Installation din- | 5¢ 


ner, on “‘Parliamentary Lace,” on Feb- | 


ruary 19. 
Plaittsmouth 


Hilda Wallengren entertained the op- 
erators and Mrs. Tartsch at a Valen- 
tine party, Thursday, February 12. Miss 
Markuson, of Lincoln, was present. 
Games were played, the main feature 
was Bingo. Several prizes were given. 
Georgia Tartsch, Eunice Copenhaver, 
Rose Janda, Doris Leesley and Ruth 
Koukal carried off the prizes. 


luncheon served by Miss Wallengren 
and Vera Johnson. 


Syracuse 


Mr. and Mrs. Raiph Brommer, Has- 
tings, were guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Morgan, the week-end of February 21. 
The Morgans, their guests and Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Eggerss, Lincoln, attended 
the hockey game in Omaha, Saturday 


night. . . . Employees of our exchange 
are cooperating with the Company 
100%, in buying defense bonds and 


stamps through the pay-roll deduction 
plan. Mrs. Lockhart spent the 
week-end of February 7, with relatives 
in Omaha. - Callers at our office 
this month included Miss Markuson, 
traveling instructress, Lincoln and Mr. 
MeKinzie, district manager. 


Wahoo 


George Cruickshank, combinationman 
at Wahoo, is confined to his home with 
a stomach ailment. We all wish him a 
speedy recovery. ... Judith Watson, 
traffic department was operated on for 
appendicitis on February 16, at an 
Omaha hospital. At this writing, she is 
convalescing at home, and is getting 
along nicely. ... Ruth Trutna, traffic 
department, will be the first to start 
the annual vacations. She left March 1, 
for Solon Springs, Wisconsin, to visit 
relatives. 


Weeping Waiter 
Mrs. Clary spent Valentine’s day with 
her daughter at Burr....A. E. Lamb- 
erson is now working at Weeping 
Water. . Dewey Olson was trans- 


ferred to Wahoo to work on account of | 


the extra business generated by the 
shell loading plant. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Deparimenis 


Ruth Brown 


If the departments on the fourth is there some attraction there? 


floor should, one day, be called the 


“Circulating” departments, we will not Credit Men’s District Convention at St. 


‘the United States army as a Private 


At a | Sam may keep him too busy to use 
late hour all were treated to a grand|the writing equipment for anything 


'so his rank will not be “Private” for | 


girl is “out of circulation 
} 
| 


Open Ping-Pong Tournament. .. 


1. 
darn thing to work! 


Cooper, retired district manager, Hastings. 
it but there are a lot of folks who have doubts! 
in the general office cafeteria. 
Martin Meyers, Glenn Oglesby, Art Albers, Ted Ray, 
mercial clerk, Nebraska City. 
competent newcomer to Lincoln traffic ranks is Nellie Adams. 


February 16 to 18, 
inclusive. . . . Bonnie Nelson had her 
tonsils out, February 28. She is feeling 
just fine again. . . . Marie Furman has 
left us to accept a position with the 
Resettlement Division of the Farm Se- 
curity Admn., here in Lincoln. Lots of 
handling secretarial work in the East- | good luck, Marie. We are going to miss 
ern District Manager’s office. -| you. . - Lee Schlentz had quite an 
Averil Smith, who made her “debut” | experience the other morning and he 
in the Accounting department Revenue |says he won't get over it for a long 
has been transferred to the| time. It seems that the door to Lee’s 
h ee oe pence ee La = arate ear bare 
the Material unit, lef e Company | are out of line and have to be “coaxed”’ 
on March 2, to accept a position with | to open or close. The other morning 
Lee was all set to leave for work but 
($21 a day, once a month). Ken en-|he couldn’t get that door open. He 
listed in the service and went to Oma-| kicked it and shook it and still it 
ha on March 5, for further instructions | wouldn't open. Lee decided he would 
as to his duties and destination. We/get out of that door even if he had 
will probably receive a great many|to tear it down. He found a screw- 
letters from Ken (?) for he will be | driver. hammer and half a dozen 
trying out the pen and pencil pre-/| knives and started to work on it. He 
sented to him by the office gang as | said if he had found an axe he would 
a “send off’ present. However, Uncle|have been out of that apartment in a 
hurry! He broke the knives trying to 
pry the door open and he was getting 
plenty hot and mad, no not angry—he 
was mad! He decided then that he had 
| too many clothes on to be able to work, 
so he started to do a “‘strip-tease.’”’ He 
got down to his B.V.D.’s and thought 
he would be cool enough to get the door 
open. He slipped the pins out of the 
hinges but still the door wouldn't open. 
Lee was getting plenty desperate. He 
tried to yell for help but he was so 
hoarse from all his “strong” talk to 
the door, he couldn’t make a sound. 
has become a sages ae a | He thought were ae to ace be 
eering department. atch out, Bob— | fire department to help him out o e 
the Biigineers may hold an initiation second story window or crash the door. 
for you! ...G.S. Hart is a newcomer! He went to the phone to eall, but 
to fhe 2 lage: ee ber tecuenvehe woe 7 a eu ee 
Mr. Hart! ...We also extend the right more. e walke o the door an 

hand of greeting to Leona Lewis, who!turned the knob. Sure enough, the 
has joined the disbursement section.| door opened right up. Lee said he 
... That about takes care of the “cir- | couldn’t figure that one out. We are 
culating.” ... Or we might add that a wondering if he tried using the door- 
’’ The former | knob at all! . . . Lois Tucker came to 
Elaine Banks, Secretary to I. J. Devoe, | work one Monday morning recently 
is now Mrs. raewe apse ae ion | eee her left leg all edseed she 
February 22.... The girls of the office | said she fell onto a bus on Sunday 
honored Elaine at a miscellaneous|morning and skinned her leg. Yes, 
shower on February 17. Virginia Barn-| that is right, “fell onto the bus.” We 
ard, Emma Lou Vorhees, and Ruth | asked her how on earth she could fall 
Brown were hostesses at the home of! onto a bus. She said she didn’t know 
the latter. .. . We are all very happy how she did it; all she knows is that 
over having been fingerprinted. Now |she started to get on the bus and the 
no one will a to snatch his fel- /next thing she ad she sg coy on 
lowworker’s pencil—so we can go On |aj]l fours. ur new directories 
writing the nema Isn’t it sad? -|were delivered early in March. The 
Laura Sires, who has been confined at|cover is very beautiful again. Paul 
a hospital for more than three weeks | Bassett, assisted by Waldo McDowell, 
suffering from a bad case of flu, isis again in charge of the delivery and 
now able to be = ae We hope she js doing a very efficient job. 

will soon be back with us. 


to place” and that is certainly what a 
lot of people have been doing! 
Not very long ago, a very small girl 


| 


other than helping to “Slap the Japs.” 
What ever Ken does, he will do it well, 


long! ... Harold Hoeppner, formerly of 
the construction department, is taking 
over the duties of Pvt. Boshart.... 
Bob Clifford, of the engineering de- 
partment has been transferred to ate 
construction department office force | 
. . . One move leads to another (we 
learned that in checkers!). Bob An-'| 
derson of the addressograph section | 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Ruth Schulte 


| Time out again to look around and 
Lois Tucker and Dorothy Wallick see what has been going on in our 


Lincoln Commercial Department | 
Dorothy Mobley | 


\spent the week-end of February 14, in | department this last month. Just ’cause 


Omaha. They attended the Western | February was a short month, a little 


Dick Lahr spent the week-ends of Feb-|column under the deadline date—and 
ruary 7 and 28, in Broken Bow. Dick,| then we didn’t! ... Vacation season 


/George Walroth attended the Retail 


the operators by hopping the ‘“Chal- 


Ted Ray, Southern district chief clerk, Beatrice, shows how he is 


3. Here’s another Beatrice convert to bicycles. 
4. Vera Pummel, who passes out change and 
0. The group which handled the Humboldt cutover. 
George Damon and C. L. Walker, 
7. This charming smile belongs to Elsie Marie France, r 


- has begun! Minnie Paul and Dorothy | and H. Smith. . 
Roach started the ball a-rolling for Thursday, 
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Left to right: 
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prepared to meet the effects of tire rationing. Ted actually rides the 
2. A group of grand old-timers, taken at a Pioneers “get-together.” Left to right: 
struction superintendent; W. E. Bell, retired commercial superintendent; Harry Caman 


Harry Wheeler, retired con- 


, retired district manager, Beatrice; and W. C. 
Wire Chief Bob Schouborg swears he rides 
merry quips with equal facility as cashier 
Roy Mills, Tyler Ryan, manager, 
district inspector. 
ecently employed as operator at Syracuse. 8. A 
9. Rogene Wakelin, recently transferred from Fairmont to Fairbury. 
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6. Dorothy McKenzie, com- 


Pane ee eee ene 
' tenger,”” February 20, for California.' Des Moines Induction Center, and on 


Dorothy went to 


see ‘‘the’ boy friend February 28, was sent to Fort Omaha, 


and her brother who are stationed at to be there permanently in the Signal 


the army camp at San Luis Obispo, | Corp. 


and Minnie visited with friends. 


to visit her “love interest” who is also 
in the armed forces of our country. At 
the time this column went to press, 


the girls had not returned home, but! that he is getting along fine. 


... The switchroom department 


ioe . | received a letter from Pvt. Howard W. 


|Elma Robinson also left for California | Stroup, 


who is taking special switch- 
board training at the Training Center 
at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. He says to tell 
all the ‘‘News” readers ‘hello’ and 
s+ a dts SB. 


we're pretty sure they will have lots | Burkett, Ed. Piper, R. E. Wait and Max 
of exciting things to tell us, especially | Elliott have completed the move of the 
of the black-out which occured at San | lowa-Nebraska telephones to their new 


Luis Obispo while they were there! 
Martha Sinsel of the toll operating 
force resigned, February 28, to take a 
position as fourth grade teacher in the 
public schools at Wymore, Nebraska. 
Happy teaching, Martha! Marie 
Apgar, another of our toll operators 
has accepted the job of PBX operator 
at Robert’s Dairy. Good luck, Marie, 
but remember, milk is fattening! .. . 
A week-end visitor to her home at 
Sioux City, Iowa, January 30, was 
Virginia McCarty, local supervisor. .. . 
We are sorry to hear of Ella Hansen's 
illness which has confined her to her 
| home for several weeks. Hope to see 
you back among us real soon, Ella!... 
Although last month’s “News” carried 
the information of Lauretta Rowley’s 
transfer to the general traffic de- 
partment at Lincoln, we wish to ex- 
tend a very special welcome to her 
from our department. We're glad to 
have you here, Miss Rowley! ... On 
February 5, Darlene Leacock, toll op- 
erator, resigned to accept a position in 
the vital statistics department at the 
State House. 
lene, in your new job! Erma 
Dillworth of the general traffic de- 


Good luck to you, Dar- | 


...!loeations. . . 


. The installation of the 
Multiple Line Key Equipment for 
Gamble and Robinson Company has 
just been completed by Ed. Piper and 
Al. Pugsley. ... Riley Meek left our 
forces last month to take a similar job 
in Tuscumbie, Alabama. L. E. Dalton 
is taking his place on the testboard 
at night. ...S. W. Lindholm is a new 
employee added to our forces last 
month. He is taking the place of R. S. 
Ferguson, who resigned February 9, 
1942. . . . Mrs. Ona Laverty of Wash- 
ington, D. C., was a visitor in our de- 
partment last month. ... We are glad 
to report that Lester Pierce, who has 
been on the sick list for several weeks 
is much better, and will probably be 
back to work in two or three weeks. 


Supply Department 
John Reed 


Homer Wood has been on sickness 
disability since January 17, as the re- 
sult of an illness that aggravated the 
poor condition of his eyes, making it 
difficult for him to continue his pres- 
ent work in the general shop. It is go- 


ing to be hard to get used to not see- 


partment returned from her vacation | 


in California looking happy and 
healthy. She visited her husband who 
is in the army camp at San Luis 
Obispo. . . . Here’s one for the books 
or something! A most excited woman 
called long distance the other day and 
after exercising her vocal chords for 
several minutes, asked the operator to 
get a veterinarian for her as soon as 
possible. Her cat had just swallowed 
a bone. Must have been the pussy’s 
ninth life she was most desperately 
trying to save! Probably the first 
time the telephone ever saved a cat’s 
life, too! 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller 


The first vacation to be taken in the 
| service department was started with a 
_“bang” by Jim Baxter on February 23. 
|. .. R. L. Clinton was ill for several 
_days last month with the flu. ... One 
of our service operators left the first 
of the month to take up housekeeping 
duties. We hope Mrs. Nannen, formerly 
_Carol Sevier, will like her new job... . 
J. C. Miller was off work a few days 
‘in February with a bad cold. 


speed had to be promoted to get this | Switchroom employees on the sick list 


in February were: C. C. Perryman, R. 
'D. Hartley, C. E. Lawson, C. T. Ford 
. . Phillip Garvey left 
February 19, to join the 


forces of Uncle Sam. He went to Fort | 


ing Homer in his usual place at the 
Automatic repair bench. Take good 
care of yourself, Homer, and don’t for- 
get to drop in once in awhile to visit 
your old friends. ... At our accident 
prevention meeting on February 10, we 
had a guest speaker, Mrs. J. R. Thomp- 
son of the Nebraska Safety Council, 
who spoke before a group composed 
of employees from the construction, 
service and supply departments. Her 
topic was: “Safety In the Home,’ al- 
ways a timely subject ‘for us. F. E. 
Behm, general plant superintendent, 
also spoke at the meeting. .. . Beverly 
Ott left the Company on February 10, 
to enlist in the United States Army. 
Bev is now in the Air Corps school at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, according to 
cards received from him. He is anxious 
to hear from the boys at the Ware- 
house, so let’s write him. ... Boyd 
Wedgwood left on February 21, to 
join the United States Army. We had 
a card from him indicating that he was 
located for a few days at Fort Des 
Moines, Iowa. He has since been sent 
elsewhere. Before Boyd and Bev left, 
the folks at the Warehouse joined in 
giving each a small zipper toilet case. 
We sure do miss not having these two 
fine fellows with us, but though we 
need them here, our country needs 
them even more. The best of luck to 
you! ... Harry’ Smith, who was taken 
to the Veteran’s Hospital on January 
29, suffering from stomach difficulty, 


Personalities in the Month's News 


has recovered sufficiently to return 
home. We are glad to know that Harry 
is well on his way to full recovery and 
will soon be back with us again. ; .. 
R. L. Disney of the construction de- 
partment was in the shop for several 
days during the early part of February 
while recovering from a foot injury. 
E. W. Wallentine, also of the construc- 
tion department, has been working 
temporarily in the storeroom while re- 
covering from an operation. ... George 
Blocher resigned January 30 to attend 
Peru Normal College. Allen Behm is 
taking his place as part-time employee 
on the storeroom force. . Clyde 
Whittington was transferred to the 
supply department from the construc- 
tion department on February 2... . 
Ray E. Overcash was permanently 
transferred to the supply department 
on February 1 to assist L. A. Stacy 
with his inventory investigation. .. . 
Five suppliers, Jack Cox, John Fischer, 
Gay Henderson, Loren Neal and Byron 
Pattison took two weeks of plant train- 
ing under the direction of Ernest 
Wedgwood. The general repair 
Shop has been working to complete a 
2-position common battery switchboard 
with main frame to replace the former 
“fire board’? — the emergency unit 
which was recently sent to Humboldt 
to make possible the conversion’ of 
that exchange to common battery serv- 
ice. 


Southern District 
Ted Ray 
Auburn 


Merwin D. Coad has resigned to at- 
tend school and preach in Kansas. (We 
suggest that Mr: Nelson turn his talents 
on Ed Ernest and John Brockmeyer 
and see what he can make out of 
them.) 


Beatrice Commercial Department 


Ethelbelle Cambridge resigned to re- 
turn to her coed days at the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska. She was influenced 
somewhat in this decision by the one 
and only, because he is going into the 
army. Pvt. Dan Smith visited 
at Beatrice while on a recent furlough. 
Dan was being transferred to Fort 
Monmouth, Red Bank, New Jersey. ... 
Arlene Brott has been employed as 
clerk in the commercial department. 


Beatrice Plant Department 


Mr. Schouborg has blossomed out 
with a nice shiny bicycle. Since then 
there has been snow on the ground 
and Mr. Schouborg doesn’t want to get 
it all splashed up so he is still driving 
the old family hack. . . . Martin Meyer 
and Roy Mills both have been having 
hair raising and harrowing experiences 
getting lost and trying to find their 
way out of the tunnels at the Feeble 
Minded Institute. At least on one oc- 
casion Roy was mistaken for one of 
the inmates. This took a great deal of 
persuasion on the part of the Company 
to have them released in time to gO 
home for dinner. . . . Skipper Burge 
seems to be like a Jack-in-the-Box, 
first he’s up and ‘then he’s down. The 
story goes something like this, he was 
coming up the stairs when he missed 
the top step and took each step one 
by one down to the bottom, spraining 
his ankle badly. We have been told 
there were a few words spoken (and 
new ones, too). Anyway, skipper, we're 
sorry to see you limp around: 


Beatrice Traffic Department 


Somehow there’s always a lull going 
on of the telephone employees this 
time of year so news is a wee might 
Scarce, but Miss Hosier helped the 
Situation along by falling upstairs 
several mornings ago and we quote 
Virginia: “I made a perfect two-point 
landing.” We ask you, is that army 
talk? - Auburn’s loss is our gain 
this time because Berdina Wieck, with 
the sunny smile, was transferred to 
our exchange the first of February. 
. . . Miss Burgett spent the weekend 
of February 15 with friends in Lincoln. 
... Norma Tachovsky spent the week- 
end of February 22 in Swanton at 
which time she helped her parents 
celebrate their 40th wedding anniver- 
Sary. ... Miss Phelan spent the week- 
end of February 15 visiting her parents 
in Seward. ...’Ol Man Flu has been 
busy again—this time its victims were 
Naomi Anderson, Dorothy’ Baker, 
Kathryn Schank, Wilma Grupe and 
Pernal Hines. . We are sorry to 
say that Mrs. Crone is also on the sick 
list. We miss you Mrs. Crone and hope 
you will be back soon. Mavis 
Anderson is back to work after being 
struck by a hit and run driver. After 
a week in the hospital she is nearly as 
good as new—in fact the scar on her 
head is a V “for victory.” Now Mavis 
is looking for the guilty Person and 
woe is he if she finds him. . . . Wilma 
Grupe recently handled a call for a 
“Mr. Summers.” When he asked for a 
report, she said: “On Mr. Winter's 
call” and was stopped cold when he 
replied “I’ll have you know this is 
Summers and not Winters.” Gazing out 
at the snow and ice, she was inclined 
to argue the point, but decided to let 
it go. 


Cook 


Mary Alice Osborn and mother were 
Auburn visitors January 31 and Feb- 
ruary 21, Mrs. Ida Townsend’s 
daughter Maxine of Peru spent Febru- 
ary 2 visiting at Cook. 


Cordova 
Mrs. Wirthel’s son has been called 
back to the army. 


Crab Orchard 


Mrs. Bertha Sharp was a Beatrice 
visitor February 7. 
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Tecumseh 


Golda Thompson was a Lincoln visi- 
tor January 29. ... Edna Ragon under- 
went an operation at the Tecumseh hos- 
pital February 5 and from all reports | 
she is making a nice recovery... .| 
Berniece Robb and Marie Murphy | 
spent February 13 visiting in Lincoln. | 

. Dan Smith, former clerk at Beat-' 
rice, now with the U. S. Army, visited | 
with friends February 14... . Erma) 
Hruska and Berniece Robb spent the! 
weekend of February 22 visiting in | 
Omaha. ... Joe Puchko who has been | 
working in Adams for the past six 
weeks feels the influence of the war | 
and is submitting his reports as war 
commiuniques. 


Wilber 

Viola Knapp and Laura Dvorak were |. 
juineoin shoppers February 3. | 
Wymore 


Mrs. Addie Brewer, former operator | 
at Wymore, is seriously ill in a hospital | 
in Beatrice. We hope she makes a¥J| 
speedy recovery... . Earl Schemmer- | 
horn, is recovering from his recent in- | 
jury to his foot. He is able now 
walk a little on it. 


| 
to | 


Western District 
Lloyd W. Cleveland 
Bruning 


Ronald Cornell of Roscoe, California. | 
was visiting his mother, Mrs. Maude | 
Landeman, from February 19 to Feb- | 


ruary 26. 


Hastings Plant Department 


During the month, the local al 
squad pulled up in front of the office 
to investigate a series of explosions 
whieh were traced to the local com- 
mercial office. After lengthy question- 
ing it was learned that John Spady 
was having pictures taken to chronicle 
the redecoration of most of the build- 
ing. The contractor has really done a 
nice job and you are invited to give 
our “new” building the once-over. .. 
The Hastings office has the honor now 
of having one of its force 
armed service of Uncle Sam. Ervin 
Klundt, our custodian, left on the 
twenty-eighth for service. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Dreher began work on the second 
of Mareh replacing Mr. and Mrs. 
Klundt. Max Walker spent the 
afternoon of the twenty-third along 
with Mr. Kubat of Superior attending | 
the Nebraska Utility Safety conference 
in Grand Island. On the following day, ! 
} 


in the 


Mr. Walker had charge of our Safety 
meeting and gave a report on the con- 
ference. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


Big surprises come in small packages. | 
Just ask Lucille Vollweiler, chief 
operator, whose big surprise is resting 
on the third finger, left hand. Our con- 
gratulations, Lucille. ... Evelyn Pratt | 
spent the weekend of February 14th | 
visiting in Wyoming. Although the | 
weather was cold the trip was a suc-. 
cess and a certain someone in a uni- 
form made the scenery quite enjoyable. 
Sunny California’s gain is our 

loss in Miss Beverlee Britt, operator, 
who plans to trek westward March 1. 
. Many girls in the traffic depart- 
ment have been absent from work due 
to sickness. Among those absent are 
Lucie Vollweiler, Minnie Moers, | 
Frieda Hoffman and Myreta Kinkead. | 
Most of the girls are back feeling fit | 


} 


| 
| 
| 


is our new local operator. 


March Service 
Anniversaries 


Thirty-Nine Years 


F. H. Woods, Lincoln; Elizabeth 
Morrison, Brownville. 


Thirty-Six Years 
W. C. Lant, Nebraska City; 
Amelia Aden, Wilber. 
Thirty-One Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 

Twenty-Eight Years 
P. A. Schmeltzer, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


Maude Davis, Pickrell; 
Ruppel, Nebraska City. 


Twenty-Six Years 
G. P. Barney and H. G. Peach- 


John 


man, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Elsie Anderson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 


Belle Meester, Hastings; L. W. 
Winscot and H. S. Knudson, Lin- 
coln. 


Twenty-Two Years 


Marguerite Holbrook and F. J. 
Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 


Minnie Moers, Hastings; Frank 
Nevitt, Beatrice; Dorothy Lefler, 
Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 


Marguerite Lockhart, Syracuse; 
L. C. Williams, Stromsburg. 


Nineteen Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
EK. G. Piper, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
Dewey Eckles, Nelson. 
Sixteen Years 
D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 
Helen Grunewald, Beatrice; 


| ; 
|Martha Borin, L. E. Kerbaugh 


and Mina Schmidt, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years | 


W. M. Geist, P. J. Guelker, F. | 
W. Norton and R. A. Waller, Lin- | 
ecoln: Mollie 
Rock; Vera Clark, Auburn. 


Twelve Years 
Madeline Troudt, Superior. 

Eleven Years 
Irene E, Lind, Stromsburg. 


| 


| 


‘Papillion, Nebraska. The cou- 
‘ple will make their home in 
| Lincoln. 


| 


ee °®@ 
Winifred King, local opera- 


tor, Lincoln became the bride 


of Fred Miller, January 31 at! 


| 


| 


— 


Pat Oxley, Lincoln traffic 
department, was married to 
Eugene Crotzer, on February | 
28 at Papillion, Nebr. The 
couple will make their home 
in Lincoln. | 


“Remember Pearl 
Harbor. 


BUY 


UNITED 
_ STATES 
SAVINGS 


j 

It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. Our 
government calls on you to 
help now. 

Buy defense bonds or stamps 
today. Buy them every day if 
you can. But buy them on a 
regular basis. 


Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come a slow as 10 cents. 
Defense stamps can be bought 
at all banks and postoffices, 
and bonds can be purchased 
through our Company. In Lin- 
coln, and in all other district 
and area points, stamps may 
also be purchased from our 
own Company. 


Ten Years 


Anna Aden, Wilber: E. W. King, |Supervised the construction of the splendid display unit which you see above. 


Lircoln. 


|H. Roland, Lincoln; W. F. Grant, 
Beatrice. 


; |Virginia Barth, York; Helen L. 
McKnight, Table’ Weymore, Hastings; Gwendolyn 


Nine Years 
Ruth M. Maier, Louisville. 


Eight Years 
Ethel Armstrong, Ashland; 


| 


Six Years 


Neva L. Ferguson, Wymore; 


| 
‘ 


'Schleiger, Lincoln. | 


Five Years | 


Viola Knapp, Wilber; Dorothy 


. Never apply force in a di- 
rection that will permit 
an object to strike the 
workman, in case some- 
thing breaks or slips. 


-_——_—. 


Pl oS 


Seni 


OUR COMPANY HONORED BY LINCOLN BANK 


ae 


ICTURED above is a Company display which was given a place of honor in the lobby of 
the First National Bank, in Lincoln, during the last two weeks of February. Officials 
of the bank recently decided to honor various outstanding Lincoln firms by inviting them 
to present displays in the bank—and our Company was the first to receive an invitation to 


participate. 


Mr. E. U. Guenzel, who was in charge of the activity for the bank, planned and 


It is made 


entirely of metal, with the exception of the hand-rail. Joe Hartley, commercial department 
artist, prepared our display—using enlargements of early day scenes in Lincoln in which 


‘both the bank and our Company were prominently featured. Also included were most of 
‘the outstanding instruments from our collection of historical telephones. To top the entire 
j.|display and to honor Mr. Frank Woods, our founder and president, Mr. Hartley painted the 


remarkable portrait of Mr. Woods which was the real feature of the exhibit. The picture 


was painted on monk’s 


cloth, and is five feet high and more than three feet wide. Inter- 
‘esting tie-in, mentioned on the card which accompanied the picture, was the fact that Mr. 
Woods was a director of the First National Bank for many years. In the above camera shot, 
‘the painting on the wall behind our display is of Mr. S. H. Burnham, president of the bank 
for many years and a long time personal friend of Mr. Woods. 


This picture is a prized 


possession of the bank. Mr. Burnham was a director of our Company from its earliest days 


until his death a 


entire two weeks. 


few years ago and, during the later period, he was also a vice president. Of- 


‘Roach, Dora L. Cooper and Dorc.|ficials of the bank tell us that our display aroused the most intense interest throughout the 


thy Mobley, Lincoln. | 
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Brownville to 
Become Dial Oftice 


Historie Old River 
Town Is Given Modern 
Service; Cutever May 1 


4 CONSTRUCTION crew of 
The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company moved 
into Brownville early in April 
to complete work started 
sometime ago in connection 
with the conversion of the 
telephone system in that town 
from magneto manual to a dial 
service. 


This dial conversion will be 
one of the last which the Lin- 
coln Company will be able to 
make until the war is over. 
This is due to the recent order 
issued by the War Conserva- 
tion Board, which forbids 
changes of this nature except 
in those cases where the work 
is already under way. Consid- 
erable work had previously 
been done on the Brownville 
conversion, and it is thus pos- 
sible to finish the job. It 
would have been completed 
earlier in the year, had the 
Lincoln Company not found it 
necessary to send a large num- 
ber of workmen to Wahoo to 
complete the preliminary tele- 
phone equipment installation 
for the ordnance plant there. 


The Brownville dial ex- 
change will consist of a North 
Electric Company — all-relay 
auton switching unit of 

orty lines capacity, equipped 
at present to serve approxi- 
mately sixty town and rural 
subscribers. There will be two 
trunks to Auburn which will 
handle all Long Distance, 
Trouble and Information serv- 
ice for Brownville subscribers. 
The switching unit will be lo- 
cated in a room in the former 
Brownville theater. Main- 
tenance will be handled by 
the plant force in the Auburn 
office. It is expected that the 
cutover to dial service will be 
made about May 1. 


The new dial equipment 
supplants a one-position mag- 
neto switchboard which has 
been in service in Brownville 
for twenty-eight years, and 
which is somewhat famous in 
Lincoln Company circles un- 
der the title of “the galloping 
switchboard.” This is due to 
the fact that the board was 
mounted on casters many 
years ago, in order to permit 
Chief Operator-Cashier Eliza- 
beth Morrison — in whose 
home it has been throughout 
its years of service—to move 
it from room to room. Miss 
Morrison was thus able to 
operate the board while at- 
tending to various household 
duties. A neat arrangement 
which shortened or lengthened 
the cable as needed, helped 
to make the “roving board” 
possible. Miss Morrison, with 
a total service record of 39 
years, will retire under the 
provisions of the Company 
pension plan when the new 
equipment goes into service. 
She has been a prime favorite 
with Brownville subscribers, 
and officials and employees of 
the Lincoln Company have 
also held her in high esteem— 
prizing a visit with her, and a 
trip through her beautiful 
flower gardens, as one of the 
high spots of a journey to the 
historic old town on the river. 


Bowlers Enjoy 


Successful Season 


7 SNOOEN employees have 
held many sports events 
in bygone years which were 


irated as highly successful. 
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These include baseball, bas- 
ketball, tennis, table tennis 
and golf. The latest, and 
among the most successful 
rom the standpoint of interest 
and attendance, was the Lin- 
coln employees bowling league 
which recently completed its 
first full season on the Rose- 
wilde alleys in Lincoln. 


A deluge of entries last fall 
— caused, leading bowlers 
claim, by the “News” editor’s 
violent opposition to the sport 
in the pages of the Cafeteria 
menu—made it possible to re- 
serve all alleys at the Rose- 
wilde for league use. Thus, 
the “News” editor, thoroughly 
accustomed to being on the 
wrong side of every argument, 
now steps forward to claim a 
tiny share of credit for the 
successful season. Not that he 
particularly wants it but, if it 
is kicking around, he might 
as well pick it up. Eight teams 
competed and finished in the 
following order: 1. Construc- 
tion, 2. Local Commercial, 3. 
Supply, 4. General Commer- 
cial, 5. Accounting, 6. Traffic, 
7. Shop, 8. Service. The 
“News” hastens to injecta 
cynical note by pointing out 
that those names didn’t mean 
a thing. Plant men were bowl- 
ing on the traffic team, and 
accounting men on the plant 
team, and so on and on until 
some of them forgot the name 
of the department to which 
they belonged, and got all 
mixed up when they came to 
work and stuff like that. The 
winning Construction team, 
for example, was captained by 
Lloyd Jenkins, who isn’t in 
Construction, and included 
Clyde Boyles and Thad Cone, 
who are, as well as Cecil Don- 
ley from Traffic and Asa Wa- 
ters from Commercial — and 
everybody knows Asa would 
faint if he had to climb a pole! 


Thad Cone’s 155 average 
was high among the regular 
players. Clyde Boyles had the 
best series with 580, and the 
high game of 265—which in- 
cluded the record string of 
eight consecutive strikes. Fred 
Strasser showed the most im- 
provement — his average for 
the first half of the season be- 
ing 95, and for the last half it 
was 136. Guy Seaton had the 
most trouble with his thumb— 
in fact, Guy had so much 
thumb trouble that more at- 
tention was paid to his thumb 
than to his score. He had a 
bad habit of hitting the floor 
with the ball just before he 
had completed his forward 
swing, which meant that he 
practically drove the ball half 
way up his arm on every shot! 
His suffering was intense each 
Tuesday evening, but he never 
gave up and he was honored 
with a thunderous burst of ap- 
plause on the final night as he 
staggered out to find some 
splints for his throbbing 
thumb! 


Credit for the smooth opera- 
tion of the league goes to the 
officers: Ken Boshart, organ- 
izer, John Backstrom, presi- 
dent and Dewey Nelsen, sec- 
retary. 


Lincoln, Nebraska, April, 1942 


THE ARMY PULLS OUR schtoiea Ted Ray Called 


eee picture, taken on the ordnance plant reservation 


near Wahoo and, we hasten to add, fully approved for |: 


publication by the proper army authorities, shows some of 
the trouble encountered by our construction crews while plac- 
ing telephone lines to serve the bomb plant. The excessive 
amount of mud produced by this spring’s heavy rainfall made 
it difficult to move our digger over the reservation. It fre- 
quently mired down, as in this picture. The army engineers 
helpfully placed a large caterpillar tractor at our disposal, 
and furnished an operator as well. Our digger was then able 
to go into places where walking was almost impossible. R. E. 
Hibbard stands behind the digger and D. F. Kapke in front. 
The picture was snapped by Area Manager Ed Dorland. 


Australia Wants 


Movie of Cable Laying 


ENERAL Traffic .Superin- 
tendent R. S. Brewster re- 
ceived a real thrill, on March 
16, when he read a letter from 
the Postmaster-General’s De- 
partment of the Common- 
wealth of Australia. The let- 
ter, written at Melbourne on 
January 24, by Chief Engineer 
R. V. McKay, informed Mr. 
Brewster that the Department 
(which operates Australia’s 
telephone system) had read in 
“Telephony” about the color 
movies of the transcontinental 
cable laying which our traffic 
superintendent shot so suc- 
cessfully last year. The De- 
partment wanted to know if it | 
would be possible to purchase 
a copy of the film. 


“WITH THE COLORS” 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 

D. W. Cunningham, 

Supply Department. 

Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Giles H. Gere, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Jack Huddleston, 

Supply Department. 

L. P. Neal, 

Supply Department. 

Bev Ott, . 

Supply Department. 

Ted Ray, 

Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Dan Smith, 

Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Boyd Wedgwood, 

Supply Department. 


.| Into Naval Service 


ED RAY, Southern district 

clerk, Beatrice, a veteran 
of World War I and a naval 
reservist 
since that 
conflict, has 
been called 
back to the 
colors. He left 
Beatrice on 
March 24, to 
report for 
duty at a de- 
stroyer base 
on the Pacific 
coast. Ted 
was barely 
out of boyhood when he 
served in the last war, and has 
had the distinction of being 
one of the youngest members 
of the American Legion. He 
was formerly district clerk of 
the old York district. His 
many friends throughout the 
territory are sure Ted will 
give a fine account of himself 
wherever he may serve in the 
present conflict. 

Roy Mills, combinationman 
and cable splicer at Beatrice, 
becomes the new Southern 
district clerk. . 
He has a fine 
background 
of telephone 
eX perience, 
having joined 
the Company 
as a ground- 
man in the 
construction 
department 
in 1929. Later, 
he was ap- 
prentice 
switchman, cable _ splicer’s 
helper and combinationman in 
Lincoln. In 1937, he was trans- 
ferred to the York district as 

SEE “TED RAY” 
Page 2, Column 3 


Ted Ray. 


Roy Mills. 


Above we show you the first of a goodly number of fine action pictures of our Lincoln employee bowl- 
ers, snapped by Joe Hartley, staff photographer, during the final sessions of the employee league. We’ll 


print others in future issues. 


1. Here is a shot which embarrasses Lloyd Jenkins, general plant de- 


partment. Lloyd steps over the foul line on practically every shot and then hustles backward, declar- 


ing loudly: 


“T didn’t foul—I didn’t foul!” This picture was snapped just to show him that he does! 


2. That noble Spartan, Guy Seaton, of the treasurer’s office, massages his sore thumb and suffers like 


sin after nearly every shot! We caught him in one, of his bad moments. 


3. Dewey Nelson, accounting 


department, fouled just once during the season—and it worried him so badly that he went to shoot- 
ing them from so far back that he could hardly see the pins! From his pose here, you can see that 


he practically knocks himself out on every shot. 
loose a fast one. 


4. Bob Anderson, engineering department, cuts 
5. A team of telephone girls. They bowled this season under the sponsorship of a 


Nearly 100 calls a second are| Lincoln retail firm. Left to right: Erma Dilworth, Dorothy Wallick, Irene Egan, Jean Prdmstedds 
made from New York City’s 1,-| Laverna Wroe, Wilma McIntire and Mary Giunta. 6. Mary Giunta ‘demonstrates the ease with which 
| the gal bowlers can swish ’em down the alleys. 


700,000 telephones. 


Number 4 


WAR BOND 
SALES CONTINUE 


Goal of 100% Employee 
Participation May Be 
Reached During April; 
Present Figure 82% 


re of April 9, when this story 
was prepared from the fig- 
ures compiled by Guy Seaton 
—who is in charge of the drive 
to secure 100% employee par- 


ticipation — 82% of our em-: 


ployees had signed up for 
payroll deduction purchases 
of War Savings Bonds. 


While no district had 
achieved 100% on April 9, the 
Western district was pressing 
close to that goal—with 98% 
—and will doubtless be across 
the line before the “News” is 
published. The Central dis- 
trict had 82% participation on 
April 9, while the Eastern dis- 
trict had 75% and the South- 
ern district had 61%. 


Among the areas, only Ne- 
braska City, Hastings, Hebron, 
Stromsburg, Sutton, and York 
had crossed the goal line on 


|April 9. Exchanges to reach 


100%, in addition to the 28 
named in the March “News,” 
were: Ashland, Bradshaw, 
Carleton, Clay Center, Cor- 
dova, Davenport, Denton, Exe- 
ter, Friend, Grafton, Gresham, 
Harvard, Jansen, McCool Jct., 
Nebraska City, Nelson, 
Ohiowa, Osceola, Pleasant 
Dale, Polk, Raymond, Rising 


-|City, Ruskin, Shelby, Shick- 


ley, Superior, Sutton, Tobias, 
Utica, Waco, and York. 


With the exception of Lin- 
coln traffic, which had 55% 
of quota on April 9, the Lin- 
coln exchange was nearing its 
goal—with 83%. The general 
offices had 87%. All divisions 
of the general offices with the 
exceptions of accounting, en- 
gineering and general traffic, 
had gone over the top by 
April 9. 

Full details of the final vic- 
tory which is anticipated in 
this effort should be available 
for publication in the May 
issue. 


Wahoo Service 


Situation is Serious 


ERHAPS it is because life 

in a war industry center be- 
comes very thrilling — thus 
causing telephone subscribers 
to do an inordinate amount of 
“visiting’—that we are faced 
with a serious local service 
situation in Wahoo. 


We have never had more 
than three local positions 
available on our Wahoo 
switchboard. This number 
was completely adequate for 
normal demands, and would 
have been adequate under 
peace-time conditions for 
years to come. The advent of 
the ordnance plant has made 
these three positions inade- 
quate. This, it is true, is par- 
tially due to the fact that a 
number of the ordnance plant 
activities have centered in 
Wahoo. Certain of these ac- 
tivities will move to the res- 
ervation as soon as quarters 
are available there. Others, 
however, will continue to cen- 
ter in Wahoo. 


The telephone requirements 
of these ordnance plant ac- 
tivities in the city of Wahoo 


SEE "“WAHOO” 
Page 2, Column 3 
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(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


(NHARLEY MESHIER, area manager at Tecumseh, has done 
U it again! Some time ago, he set out to prove to the general 
office that he could prepare better window displays for the 
Tecumseh office than the ones Joe Hartley and I used to haul 
down to him from Lincoln. He has proved his point to our 
satisfaction a number of times, but he keeps right on giving 
us red faces—as the following item from the Tecumseh Chief- 
tain proves: 

The Tecumseh American Legion Auxiliary has a national defense display 
at the office of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company in this city. 
The theme, “Buy Defense Bonds and Stamps,” is attractively and patriotically 
displayed. The national colors are used as a background to accentuate the 
simulated grass used as a foundation. Hovering protectingly over a map of the 
United States, and a silver victory “‘V’’, is an eagle with its wings spread as in 
flight. Over all is the silvery body of an airplane, signifying the use for which 
money from defense bonds and stamps will be spent. The window is well 
worth seeing. 

As Joe and I go under for the third time, we want to gasp 
out the fact that we don’t see the name “Meshier” anywhere 
in that story! 


But here’s a man who really gets his name into his pub- 
licity. Lawrence Broman, manager at Sterling, got written 
up to the extent of about half a column in a recent issue of the 
Sterling Sun. The story was just complete enough to sound 
very intriguing, so I made sufficient inquiries to convince 
me that Lawrence will never become a toreador in a bull ring. 
As I get it, Lawrence went into a pasture near Sterling to 
shoot a bug on one of those “three pole drops” we've been 
hearing so much about since Conservation Order L-50 hit 
us. There was a bull in the pasture—a really massive animal. 
But then, Lawrence is no pigmy either, and he didn’t see any 
particular reason to be afraid of Mr. Cow. The bull, however, 
had other ideas. He promptly chased Brother Broman up the 
nearest pole—chased him so fast that our manager was sink- 
ing both spurs into the wood at the same time! Which is 
pretty hard to do unless you’ve practiced broad-jumping all 
your life! The bull, I’m told, was very clever. He played 
with our hero like a cat plays with a mouse. He’d wander 
away as though to indicate his complete lack of interest in 
his victim. He’d let Lawrence come down the pole and start 
to sneak toward the fence. Then, head down and tail up, our 
bovine colossus would run Lawrence right back up the pole 
again! Our manager sank his spurs into the pole so many 
times that the wood began to splinter and it looked like a 
eolony of termites had been having Old Home Week on that 
stick of timber. Lawrence says he got so darn tired of going 
up and down that pole that he finally leaned over and hollered 
at the bull: “Listen, mister, I don’t know how you feel about 
it, but I think we’re getting in a rut!” Don’t ask me how he 
finally got away—maybe he’s still there, for all I know! 


Last month, you will remember, the “News” carried a 
picture of Bob Schouborg, wire chief at Beatrice, astride the 
new bicycle he is now using to save tires. Bob loves to ride 
that bicycle to work, because he can coast most of the way 
from his home to the office. But it is a tough pull going home. 
Up hill all the way, which causes him to do much puffing, 
groaning and heaving. The plant boys at Beatrice are aware of 
this fact, so they pulled a fast one on Robert recently. In the 
basement of the telephone building there is an electric clock. 
Bob swears by this clock—claims it is much more accurate 
than the famous clock atop the Beatrice postoffice. If the 
electric clock says it is noon, nothing in the world can con- 
vinee Bob it is not noon. So, just before 10 o’clock one morn- 
ing, the boys pulled the plug on the electric time-piece and set it 
ahead to noon. Bob was messing around out in the alley, and came in 
a few seconds later. Very casually, he glanced at the clock. “Great 
guns,” he yelped, “it’s noon. My gosh, how time flies. Seems like I 
just came down a couple hours ago.” Just then the postoffice clock 
bonged ten times. “Now, would you listen to that?” said Bob. “You'd 
think those saps over there—with nothing to do but read postal cards 
—would be able to keep that clock running on time, wouldn’t you?” 
Nobody answered, so Bob climbed into his hat and coat and mounted 
his bike. “Well, goodbye boys,” he chirped. “I’ve got to hurry home 
to dinner. Mamma is having pigs’ knuckles and corn bread today, and 
she'll kill me if I’m late. Gad, if I just didn’t have to pedal up that 
dang hill.” Well, away he went and, in due time, he huffed and puffed 
his way up to his front porch — which Mrs. Schouborg was just 
then working on with a broom. “Well, mamma,” he puffed, “trot out 
them—puff-puff—pigs’ knuckles and—puff-puff—let me swing the 
old—puff-puff—choppers into action.” Mrs. Schouborg looked at him 
as though she was sure he was out of his mind, and she barely re- 
strained herself from fetching him a clout on the side of the head with 
the broom. “What do you mean—pigs’ knuckles?” she said. “Do you 
mean to stand there, with your store teeth clicking like pool balls, 
and tell me that you’re home for dinner already? Why, it hasn’t been 
any time at all since I saw your back going down the hill—and on 
you your back looks good! What’s the matter—did the Company fin- 
ally fire you like I always predicted it would?” Well, Bob was non- 
vlussed. “But, mamma,” he moaned, “it’s noon and I’m coming in and 
éat.” “That’s what you think,” snapped his spouse. “It won’t be noon 
for two hours. Go ahead—just set one of those big dogs of yours on 
this porch and I'll tee off on your noggin with this broom! Why, Ill 
drive your head so far down into your collar that you'll have to un- 
button your shirt to put on your hat! Get going, mister, before I lose 
my temper.” So Bob sadly coasted back to the office and, when he 
arrived in the basement, the clock was running merrily. His mind 
reeled as he noted that it was just 10:30 by both the electric clock and 
the postoffice clock. And, until he reads this, he is going to be wholly 
unable to understand what happened! —N. O. 


EEE 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


“Ted Ray” 


(Continued from Page 1) 


cable splicer, later becoming 
combinationman. He went to 
Beatrice in the same capacity 
in 1940. 

Clifford Artz, cable splicer 
in the construction depart- 
ment, goes to Beatrice to re- 
place Mr. Mills. He started 
as a groundman at Nebraska 
City in 1928. He has been in 
the construction department 
since 1935, and has been a 
cable splicer since 1940. In 
his new position, Mr. Artz will 
work under the direct super- 
vision of the Southern district 
manager. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Lillian Bader, Nebraska City; 
Erma Brown, Sutton; Earl Eich- 
enour, Lincoln; Warren Schuck, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Cecile Anderson, Lincoln; C. J. 
Crew, Geneva; W. L. Hassler, Lin- 
coln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Stella M. Clark, Auburn; Anna 
Simpson, Dorchester; C. H. Pierce, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
Grace Hauschild, Lincoln; Adel- 
la Kyckelhahn, Lincoln; A. C. 
King, Lincoln; Eva Stutz, Hebron. 
. Twenty-One Years 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Auburn. 
Nineteen Years 
C. L. Millholen, Hastings; A. K. 
Robinson, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
Ruth Goslin, Lincoln; 
Nordheim, Hastings. 
Sixteen Years 
Sterling G. Nelson, Auburn. 
Fifteen Years 
EK. M. Massie, Beatrice; Carl 
Pauley, Hastings; E. T. Little, Lin- 
coln; Rex Winders, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
J. P. Fowler, Wilber; H. T. 
Drake, Tecumseh; O. L. Davis, 
Hastings; I. D. Livingston, Ne- 
braska City; Beata Merz, Seward; 
Lucille Vollweiler, Hastings. 
Thirteen Years 
V. B. Hutchison, Lincoln; Dar- 
lene Multer, Lincoln; Minnie 
Schlitt, Hastings. 
Twelve Years 


“Wahoo” 


(Continued from Page 1) 


could, in themselves, be more 
than adequately cared for 
without any expansion of our 
exchange facilities. The 
“straw that breaks the camel’s 
back”—or has, at least, “bent” 
it up to the present moment— 
is the startling increase in just 
plain “visiting” calls from the 
telephones of Wahoo civilians. 
Not only has the number of 
such calls increased tremend- 
ously, but the holding time of 
these calls has gone up to a 
point where operation of the 
local boards is seriously ham- 


Js GG, 


pered. Thelma Stych, Fairbury. 
We have made strenuous ef- Eleven Years 
forts to secure additional} Harold Brady, Lincoln; Mary 


Jackson, Fairbury; Mable Wiet- 
ing, Plymouth. 
Ten Years 
Howard Spahnile, Lincoln, Ella 
Schidler, Beatrice. 
Eight Years 
W. F. Combs, Lincoln; A. J. 
Cox, Lincoln; R. R. Guthrie, Lin- 
coln; L. G. Oglesby, Auburn; Fay 
Theis, Lincoln; Tyler Ryan, Hum- 
boldt. 


equipment to ease this situa- 
tion, but we are face to face 
with the stern fact that it will 
not be forthcoming. The Gov- 
ernment takes the not unrea- 
sonable attitude that civilian 
usage not related to the im- 
perative needs of our great 
war effort is not of sufficient 
importance to warrant favor- 
ing it with equipment priori- 
ties. We will be able to secure 


Ee 
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Seven Years 


Josephine Placek, Swanton; C. 
H. Vandevort, Fairbury. 


ample equipment for the or- Six Years 
dnance plant itself and for its} Ruth Brown, Lincoln; Opal 
related activities. There will] Brakhage, Yutan; Hazel Hilyard, 
be none for additional civilian | York. ; 

Five Years 


usage in Wahoo, or in any oth- 
er exchange in which a similar 
situation may arise. 


Population growth in the) 
Saunders county capital is) 
certain to complicate still fur- 
ther an already serious local 
service problem. It may be 
that we will be forced to em- 
bark upon a program of local 


Kathlyn Harr, Hastings; Flor- 
ence Huston, Tecumseh; Edith 
Hughes, Milford. 


“Journey's End’ 
O THE bereaved ones who 
are left to mourn, we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy from 
the employees of this Com- 


service restrictions. For the| pany. 
present, however, we are uS-|fF J. DAVISON, father of 
ing advertisements in Wahoo’s| Aletha Davison, ,general 


splendid newspapers — the 
Democrat and the Wasp—in 
an effort to bring Wahoo sub- 
scribers to a realization of the 
part they can play in easing 
the serious traffic jam. We are 
asking them to make no un- 
necessary calls, and to restrict 
their telephone conversations 
to three minutes or less. We 
are hopeful of achieving re- 
sults in this way which will 
make service restrictions un- 
necessary. 


manager’s office, passed 
away at his home in Su- 
perior on March 19. Fu- 
eral services were held at 
the Mullet Chapel, Sunday, 
March 22. Rev. B. H. Hart 
officiated at the services. 
Burial was in Evergreen 
cemetery. 


MRS. YVONNE KING, wife 
of Ercell King, Lincoln com- 
mercial department, died on 
March 18, at Bryan Memor- 
ial hospital. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at Wadlow’s 
Mortuary on March 20. 
Burial was in Wyuka. 


M. J. METCALF, father of 
Milton Metcalf, service de- 
partment, Lincoln, passed 
away March 138, at the home 
of his daughter Mrs. Lloyd 
Bacon at Lexington, Ne- 
braska. Burial was at Lyons, 
Nebraska. 


MRS. SARAH JANE PERRY- 
MAN, mother of C. C. 
Perryman, Lincoln service 
Catherine Gillan, Humbolt;| department, died at her 

Hope Adams, Peru; C. W. Keester,|_ home in Lincoln on March 

Lincoln; H. M. Zimmerman, Lin- 97. Burial was at Bavard 

coln. : y , 

Nebraska. 


MRS. MARY BLOCKWITZ, 
mother of Frank Blockwitz, 
supply department, passed 
away on March 1. The fu- 
neral services were held 
March 3 at St. Mary’s Cathe- 
dral. Burial was in Calvary 
cemetery. 


April Service 
Anniversaries 


Forty-One Years 
C. W. Albers, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
C. S. Nevin, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
L. P. Young, Hastings. 
Thirty-Three Years 
C. C. Donley, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 


Thirty-One Years 
F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
Florence Arbogast, Davey. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Wm. Cummings, Hastings; 
Merlie Markuson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Jessie Wirthel, Cordova. 


A Forty-Fifth 


Wedding Anniversary 


R. and Mrs. A. G. Israelson, 
well known retired em- 
ployees, celebrated their 45th 
wedding anniversary on 
March 8, at their home in 


Saronville. A very interest- 
ing program was given during 
the afternoon by their nieces, 
nephews and grandchildren. 
A total of 135 friends called at 
the home during the day, and 


48 greeting cards were re- 


ceived. Mr. Israelson, assisted 
by his wife, was in charge of 
the Saronville exchange for 
over 30 years—from October, 
1906 to December, 1936. The 
exchange was then consoli- 
dated with Harvard, Clay Cen- 
ter and Sutton, and Mr. Israel- 
son retired under the pro- 
visions of our pension plan. 


March “Accident 


Quiz’ Winners 


$5.00 Cash Award—Earl L. 
Welch, Construction Depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 


$3.00 Cash Award—C. H. Hab- 
_ erman, Manager, Friend. 


$2.00 Cash Award — G. D. 
Brock, Wire Chief’s Depart- 
ment, Hastings. 


HONORABLE MENTION 


W. M. Mouden, Wire Chief 
Department, York; H. M. 
Branch, Wire Chief Depart- 
ment, Hastings; A. S. Arm- 
stead, Supply Department, 
Lincoln. 


As summarized from the 
varlous papers received, the 
following is the solution to the 
March Accident Quiz ques- 
tion: 


1. Who or what was at fault? 


The combinationman was at 
fault. 


2. How could it have been 
avoided ? 
It could have been avoided 
had he removed the 2x4 be- 
fore climbing the pole. If it 
were not possible to do this 
‘immediately, he should have 
used extreme care while 
climbing and should have 
climbed the side of the pole 
opposite the 2x4. It is as- 
sumed that his climbers were 
in good condition. 


3. What steps should be taken 
to prevent a repetition? 
To prevent a repetition, em- 
ployees should remove all 
foreign objects, other than 
authorized attachments, from 
poles. Before removal, the 
party on whose property the 
pole is located, should first be 
notified, explaining the haz- 
ards involved and giving suf- 
ficient explanation for the re- 
moval, to avoid creating any 
public ill will. 


O. W. Knee 


Hurt in Service 


RION W. KNEE, of Lin- 

coln, grandson of O. P. 
Knee, well known retired em- 
ployee, and nephew of Wil- 
liam Knee, general shop, has 
written to his relatives in Lin- 
coln, telling them about hav- 
ing been wounded in the Pearl 
Harbor attack on December 7. 
He has now recovered. Young 
Knee flies in a scouting squad- 
ron, and is enthusiastic about 
the islands. 


April, 1942 


TIME MARCHES 


BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-five Years Ago 


President Wilson has declared 
that a state of war exists between 
the United States and the Govern- 
ment of Germany. Telephone em- 
ployees can render greater serv- 
ice to the country in the Signal 
Corps than in any other branch of 
service. The company recom- 
mends that those desiring to en- 
list forward their names to the 
General Office in Lincoln in order 
that the company may help place 
those having special ability that 
their service may be more valu- 
able to the country. 


Charles M. Anderson, plant en- 
gineer, has resigned his position 
with the company and entered the 
construction department of the 


-| Northwestern Telephone Ex- 


change Company of Minneapolis. 
H. H. Wheeler has been named 
as acting plant engineer. He has 
been employed in the engineering 
department since January, 1915. 


C. G. Bennett, former manager 
at Nebraska City, has been trans- 
ferred to the position of special 
agent for the company. 


Otto Nelsen, Lincoln, has been 
transferred from the accounting 
department to the office of the 
secretary-treasurer. 


C. L. Walker, of Beatrice, was 
in Crab Orchard and Adams re- 
cently, installing some necessary 
switchboard equipment. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


W. H. Caman, district manager, 
Beatrice, who has just completed 
twenty-eight years of service, has 
this to say: “If I had my life to 
live over again, the vocation I 
would follow would be telephone 
work, and I recommend it to any 
young man or woman who wants 
to be associated with a growing 
industry.” 


Foreman DeWolf and gang have 
completed the rerouting of toll 
lines west of Sterling. 


Miss Mina Schmidt, of Hum- 
boldt, has taken a position in the 
office of Plant Superintendent 
Caster, in Lincoln. 

The “500” Club of the account- 
ing department, Lincoln, was en- 
tertained recently by Miss Mar- 
guerite Holbrook. The high score 
prize was won by Miss Grace 
Hauschild. 


_Vern Campbell, manager at Da- 
vid City, is taking a week off duty 
following a tonsil operation. 


Ten Years Ago 


Harry W. Wheeler, construction 
superintendent, has just complet- 
ed twenty-five years of service. 


Cecil Donley, George Dobson 
and Guy McDowell were named 
as the 1932 tennis committee. Mr. 
Agee is presenting a new trophy 
to be the object of contest in fu- 
ture tournaments. 


The telephone basketball team, 
managed by Ralph Wait, closed a 
most successful season by winning 
three titles, the Lincoln Commer- 
cial League championship, the 
state amateur tournament and the 
state Y.W.C.A. tournament. 


Lloyd Whitney, combination- 
man, David City, has been trans- 
ferred to Osceola as manager. 


Five Years Ago 


Approximately 500 persons vis- 
ited the “Open House” held re- 
cently at Lincoln’s new “4” ex- 
change. Visitors were lavish in 
their praise of the beauty and 
utility of the new building. 


The construction gangs of A. B. 
Smith, Harry Moss, “Swede” 
Foster and Earl Eichenour have 
been hard at work in the Hastings 
vicinity, restoring service and re- 
pairing damage from the late la- 
mented sleet storm. Hasting’s only 
outlet was via Glenvil to Edgar, 
on iron circuits, thence to Su- 
perior. 


Congratulations are extended to 
Gordon Eno upon the event of his 
first anniversary as manager of 
the Polk exchange, and for the 
“new” second hand car he is sport- 
ing around. 


Andy Holt, York district sales- 
man, came in out of the rain one 
day last week, all wet, (as per 
usual) with a “Joe E. Brown” 
smile, saying, “Will this produce 
telephones, or will it produce tele- 
phones?” 


Merle Hale, our impeccable 
commercial engineer, got off to 
a good start in addressing a group 
of students at Beatrice High 
School recently. “Students of 
Fairbury High School—” he de- 
claimed. If you know your Be- 
atrice and your Fairbury, you 
know that Merle was innocently 
cavorting on mighty thin ice. 


April, 1942 


Eastern District 
Phyllis Taylor 


David City 


tro Allen is back with us again. We 
certainly all missed her during her 
three weeks’ illness. . . Elaine Mar- 


quis has been wondering if the Army 
has an Emily Post course in their train- 
ing courses today. Just recently she 
nearly collided with a soldier in the 
doorway of a local store. He stepped 
aside and very courteously murmured, 


“Pardon me, fair miss.”’ Elaine re- 
marked later that he “overdood it.’ 


. Catherin Northway and Dorothy 
nkhouser spent March 12th in Oma- 
. They reported that the dime stores 
fascinating as always. ... 
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Moreane Alidritt is anticipating spend- 
ing a long week-end at Lexington, Ne- 


, where she will attend the wed- 
f a friend. ... Irene Swan is the 
possessor of a namesake. a) 
Supancheck is one girl who 
ikes the most of her opportunities. 
She has asked for her vacation in July 
the men are gone. ... 
News is rather scarce this month but 

e have a promise from the seldom- 
night operator, Jennie Griffin, 
that she will do something this month 
worthy of a mention in the “News” so 
we have something to look forward to. 


Nebraska City 


In Nebraska City “Spring has sprung, 
the grass is ris’n, we wonder where 
the flowers is’n.” Such is the atmos- 
phere in our territory. A recent storm 
had all our linemen out on a limb, 
but normaicy has returned and has af- 
fected mostly what is uppermost in the 
minds of the girls, and the thoughts of 
Easter and Spring. The “tricks” in our 
office have begun to spend their days 
off galavanting to Omaha to shop for 
duds, frills, and the usual Easter bon- 
nets. (Confuscious says, ‘‘Defense in- 
dustry keeps hats from being the usual 
monstrosities.”’) Mildred Cohn, 
Charlotte Seely went shopping in 
Omaha, while Lucille Bussey, Phyllis 
Fritsch and Ruth Langenfeld followed 
the latest in “Swing and Sway” while 
attending Sammy Kaye and Tommy 
Dorsey. . . . Velma Abker, Ruth Lang- 
enfeid, and Mrs. Combs visited their 
respective homes on their week-ends 
off. . . . Students completing their toll 
training this week are: Charlotte Seely 
and Phyllis Fritsch. Newest in quoting 
charges, according to Phyllis is, ‘20 
minutes for 5 cents,” a complete re- 
verse between minutes and charge, and 
at this inexpensive rate, Phyllis no 
doubt will become a very popular op- 
erator. . .. Two local students to be- 
gin toll training very soon are: Josie 
Shoemaker and Jean Jackson. .. A 
teammate, who recently underwent an 
operation, is Maxine McIntire. We are 
rery glad to have her with us again. 

. Kathryn Bennett surprised us all by 
announcing her marriage to Corporal 
Rod Parker, Fort Riley, Kansas. Kath- 
ryn leaves our office to make her home 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Deparimenis 


Ruth Brown 


An official announcement from 
Washington told us that spring arrived 
on the usual day this year. We think 
the government did a very nice job 
of keeping it a ‘military secret” by a 
camouflage of north wind and snow. 

. We hope Mr. Editor didn’t mind 
our holding up this column until April 
Fool's day. We had hopes of a few 
funny “‘stunts.’’ Harold Hoeppner came 
through for us by pulling one of the 
old time “Oh, look at etc.” gags on 
Dorothy \Mannon. However, it was a 
draw as to which of the two was the 
“April Fool’—for Dorothy hada 
mighty snappy comeback, which 
wouldn’t be so funny if we repeated 
it! . . . Clarence Scholz let Bud Eden 
catch him off guard with a note that a 
man wanted to see him. Clarence spent 
a little time trying to locate the man 
who wasn’t anywhere near the build- 
ing, before he realized he was “‘victim- 
ized!” .. . Laura Sires returned to work 
on April 1. The department welcomes 
you back, Laura. May illness never 
darken your door again! ... Cather- 
ine Daugherty attended a Royal Neigh- 
bor convention on March 25, where she 
had charge of a memorial service.... 
Harold Hoeppner vacationed at Taco- 
ma, Wash. While in Washington he 
wished he had known someone at Ft. 
Lewis so that he might have visted the 
camp. When he returned, he found 
that Ken Boshart had been sent there! 
... A letter from Ken tells us that he 
is located in the Medical Unit of the 
Army. He thinks he might become an 
“M.D.” sometime in the future and 
he’s offered to give us all free serv- 
ice. We’re just a little wary of Ken as 
a doctor, having been an accountant, 
he might be inclined to straighten fig- 
ures out! ... We have lost three girls 
to the government. Emma Lou Vorhees 
and Irene Korcek resigned to accept 
positions at the Municipal Airport in 
connection with the new Air Base. 
Glennice Anderson has accepted a 
civil service appointment with the Civil 
Defense office at Omaha. Good luck 
to you, girls! ... Several girls are on 
the “newcomer” list. June Haas and 
Bernice Jensen have joined the dis- 
bursement section. LaVerne Johnson 
and Dorothy Bertram are now with the 
revenue section. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Dick Lahr 
Howard “The Tin-Foil Kid’’ Spahnle 
gave the city of Lincoln a most wel- 


come rest on Sunday, March 22, by 
sleddin’ out Hastings way to attend 


| the Nebraska State Board meeting of 


the Junior Chamber of Commerce. As 
you know, this is ole Span’s past graz- 
ing grounds so from here on out you’re 
on your own! ...A newcomer to our 
office is Marjorie Estes. Welcome, 
Marjorie! Our west office now 


at Ft. Riley on the 27 of March. After | houses the State U.S.O. Hdatrs. of 


having been an operator in our office 
for more than four years, Kate leaves 
a splendid record and a host of friends. 
A tribute to her teamwork and friend- 
ship can only be amply paid when we 
Say, ‘““We wish to you, our friend, every | 
happiness.” ... We have found a new | 
way to save electricity. Rita Simunaci | 
recentiy received a ray of “California 
Sunshine,” third finger, left hand. 


Platismouth 


The toll training class, consisting of 


Mary Alice Ault, Pearl Sutton and 
Eunice Beverage, have finished their 
course. . Mrs. Ruth Koukal spent 


Sunday, March 22 in Omaha, visiting 
friends. . . . Alva Johnson spent Fri- 
day, March 20 in Omaha, shopping for 
her new Easter bonnet. 


Seward 


Due to the war, the Seward towns- 
people have become “First Aid Con- 
scious.” There are two classes con- 
ducted each week under the auspices 
of the Red Cross. Telephone folks 
taking this course are: Laura Douty, 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Ivan Haith and 
Thad Newhouse. They are all working 
for the standard certificate. Dick Man- 
ners renewed his advance certificate. 

. L. B. Mapel, Area Manager, has 
been appointed chairman of the com- 
munications committee for Seward 
County of Civilian Defense... . George 
Hansen’s and Harry Moss’ gangs have 
been working in Seward the past sever- 
al weeks in connection with the re- 
arrangement of toll lines for the trans- 
continental cable. ... Bill Conn and 
his helper, Cliff Artz, have been work- 
ing on the new cable, also, in connec- 
tion with the buried toll cable. 


Syracuse 


On Saturday, March 7, Mr. and Mrs. 
Morgan filled their car with telephone 
operators and drove to Omaha to see 
the hockey game. The evening was 
completed with a fried chicken dinner 
after the game. Mrs. Lockhart 
spent the week-end of March 21, with 
her mother in Nebraska City. 
Joyce Tucker accompanied friends to 
Omaha, March 22, and attended Sammy 
Kaye's stage show there. Irene 
Halvorsen added another year to her 
age this month, and was remembered | 
by the office force who presented her | 
with a lovely gift. 
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Weeping Water | 
Mrs. Clary and Adaline Lorenson | 
spent Thursday, March 19, shopping in | 
Lincoln. ... Mrs. Lucille Lane, former 
operator at Weeping Water, now living 
in Omaha, visited the office Saturday, 
March 21. ... Fern Davis went on a 
shopping tour in Lincoln on the 21. | 
. Olga Pehrson spent March 16 in | 
Omaha. 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


which Mr. K. B. Cary, district com- 
mercial manager, is state chairman 
having been elected for the second 
year. ... Bill “Simon Legree”’ Morris 
has turned his extra curricular activi- 
ties to something constructive as well 
as patriotic. Willie has turned to the 
soil! He has himself a garden in the 
making, or at least from all indications 
we can suspect as much. Our young 
horticulturist has purchased his-self 
a big ole fat spade, rake, hoe and 
other such requisites which would in- 
dicate that sweet William has fond 
visions of a blossoming tomato patch. 
However, we have reason to believe, 
from more intimate sources, that the 
big ole fat spade, etc. will ultimately 
produce some first-class weeds. 
Thad Newhouse, long a local com- 
mercial jitterbug, and recently trans- 
ferred to Seward in the capacity of as- 
sistant manager, gave us his tooth- 
some smile once again, stopping in to 
say “hello” to the old bunch on the 
31... . Aldean Wood was very fortun- 
ate in having the chance to hear the 
famous maestro Sammy Kaye give out 
with some very fine music when he 
played in person on the stage of the 
Orpheum theatre in Omaha. ... An- 
other new employee or two—Vivian 
Glebe and also Joe Miller, who we are 
glad to welcome. ... We had quite a 
busy time April Fool’s day with all 
the local office boys and gals doing 
their share, and out of the many laffs 
we believe Mr. Quinn will take the 
cake. Someone loaded Quinn’s cigar- 
ettes to the limit. Of course Quinn, as 
soon as he had finished lunch in the 
cafeteria, began to chat with Lyman 
Neff, who had just started to eat his 
pie and drink a second cup of java. 
Well, of course, Quinn had to have a 
cigarette, so Bill lit up a fag and began 
leisurely to puff. Bill took one too 
many drags and as a result he did a 
black face act; Neff aged five years 
and lost one cup of coffee and a nice 
piece of peach pie. Will, being a man 
of high intelligence, immediately be- 
gan to sort the bad cigs from the good, 
and after he had finished and feeling 
very pleased with himself, he proceed- 
ed to the local pool room for a short 
game of snooker. Bill it seems still 
had some suspicion about the cigar- 
ettes, but he finally mustered enough 
courage to light another and that was 
the pay-off! Bang! The second shot 
rang out, scattering foliage all over 
pretty Will’s face as well as spreading 
tobacco all over the pool table. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Ruth Schulte 


Although it’s a quite well-known ru- 
mor going ’round that there is a short- 
age on tires and cars, as long as there 
are busses and trains running, we’ll still 
have vacations to hear about (we hope). 
Mary Supernaw of the cafeteria, vis- 
ited her sister in Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, for several weeks and told us 
she slept right through all the black- 
outs and air-raid warnings! ... Long 
Beach, California was the vacation spot 
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picked by Verna Mae Hansen, who left 
March 16, for a three weeks’ stay. ... 
“Gen” Johnson turned “interior deco- 
rator”’ for two weeks and kept busy 
Cleaning house, paper hanging, and 
painting. We'll all be out soon, “Gen,” 
to take a look-see at the job! 

Virginia McCarty spent part of her va- 
cation in Buffalo, New York, visiting 
her boy friend who is employed in the 
Curtiss Aircraft Corp. there, and also 
vacationed in Sioux City, Iowa, at the 
home of her parents. ... Mrs. Cooper, 
pastry cook in the cafeteria, spent a 
month in San Luis Obispo, California, 
to visit her daughter Dorothie, who was 
formerly employed in our department. 
Mrs. Cooper tells us Dorothie is now 
employed in the office of the camp 
at San Luis Obispo. . . . Three girls 
were employed in our department, 
March 9. Miss With instructed the new 
local class, which consisted of Marjorie 
Binning, Eileen Olsen and Beverly Wil- 
son. Welcome to the clan, girls! ... 
Week-end visitors this month were: 
Carol Robbins, who visited at Wayne, 
Nebraska, with Mrs. Kenneth John- 
son, the former Mary Kay Hansen, who 
was a local operator in this depart- 
ment, and Pauline Weygint, who vis- 
ited her boy friend in Fort Warren, 
Wyoming. ... Welcome to blonde Max- 
ine Neumann, who was transferred to 
our toll division from Wymore, Ne- 
braska, March 23. . . . Evelyn Staley 
has been helping out in the cafeteria 
during vacations. ... March 10 dawn- 
ed a lovely “spring”? morning. The sun 
was shining and the girls in the gen- 
eral traffic department awoke to the 
musical chirp of a robin. So-oo- they 
planned a steak fry—all right, nothing 
wrong with that—good for people to 
get out in the fresh air and sunshine. 
They all piled into Bernice Tyson’s car 
and motored out to Pioneers park. And 
now we repeat what Erma Dillworth 
told us while relating the incident, ‘‘No 
lights, no wood, no water, nobody— 
but us—and we sure had lots to eat.” 
. . . Ethel Davoll, night operator, left 
March 21, for Riverside, California to 
be married. A party was given for her 
by the night operators at Kathryn 
Franklin’s home. The girls presented 
her with a going away gift. Congratu- 
lations, Duvey, and good luck!... With 
great reluctance, the general traffic 
department said goodbye to LaVerne 
Wroe, who has taken a position with 
the Wahoo ordnance plant. LaVerne 
will be stationed at Fremont, Nebraska, 
temporarily until the buildings at Wa- 
hoo are completed, where she will then 
go to take up her duties. The very 
best of luck, LaVerne, you will be 
missed by all of us!... Toll class be- 
gan session, Monday, March 23, with 
Miss With and Miss Matison instruct- 
ing. The students are Colette Jokerst, 
Marie Adams, Carol Robbins, and Mari- 
an Niemann. ... Wedding bells called 
to Jean Fulton, who resigned March 
28 to be married. Her husband-to-be is 
a Sergeant in the Army, and Jean 
plans to make her home in Enid, Okla- 
homa. Congratulations and good wishes 
to Jean! ... Berniece Smith, the head 


lady in the operating room, recently 
acquired a couple of skunks as a gift. 
Right here we ought to be able to 
dish out a good wise crack, but we’re 
afraid it would only ‘smell!’ But to 
put you straight, they’re little china 
novelties and plenty cute! 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller 


Three of our employees in the serv- 
ice department, who took their vaca- 
tions during the month of March, are: 
L. E. Kerbaugh, who is spending his 
time in Springfield, Missouri; R. E. 
Rosker, who is visiting relatives in 
Los Angeles, California; and Noye 
Aeschliman, who spent his vacation 
staying at home....C. A. Gritzner, C. 
T. Ford, D. C. Gilmore and Al. Ager 
were off work a few days in March, on 
account of the flu....G. W. Griffith 
was transferred from the Toll Wire 
Chief’s department to the switchroom. 
Grover, the switchmen are glad to have 
you with them, and we do hope you 
will like your new work. . F&F. P. 
Darnold has completed some C.O.E. in- 
stallations at Superior and York. ... 
D. C. Wilson and C. L. Walker installed 
“H” Type Carrier Equipment at Falls 
City. . ..D. C. Gilmore’s family has 
been quarantined for several weeks be- 
cause of scarlet fever. We are glad, 
however, that at this time, everyone is 
improving. Dell, who has not been 
home for quite a spell, looks like he is 
missing those home-cooked meals... . 
Rev. Everett R. Majors of the Troy 
Michigan Methodist Church, visited the 
switchroom employees, March 27, 1942. 
Everett was a former switchroom em- 
ployee while attending the Wesleyan 
University where he received his A.B. 
Degree. He also attended the Garrett 
Theological Seminary at Evanston, Il. 
where he received his B.D. Degree. He 
has been on his present assignment for 
the past four years. A new- 
comer added to our forces is Ralph 
Shadley, who is working for Custodian 
L. W. Neff... .On March 27, A. Keck- 
ler, Al. Pugsley, Ed. Piper and D. 
Travis completed the switchboard and 
station installation at the Airport for 
the Army Engineers. It was ready 
sixteen hours before the deadline. 


Supply Department 
Ila Hansen 


We are sorry to report that our old 
friend, John Reed, is off work on ac- 
count of illness, so we will try to 
pinch-hit for him as best we can.... 
Among recent changes in the ware- 
house personnel we have C. Whitting- 
ton, transferred from the warehouse to 
night serviceman in the garage to as- 
sume the duties of C. E. Woods, who 
left to take a position as welder at the 
Fort Crook bomber factory. Congratu- 
lations on the fine job, Charlie! Bob 
Clifford is now working in the con- 
struction office and Harold Hoeppner 
was transferred to the accounting de- 
partment to take the place of Ken 
Boshart, who was drafted and who is 
now in our armed forces. ...A card 


1. Here’s the first official picture of any of our soldiers which we have received since we issued a clarion call for such pictures some 
time ago. It’s Dan Smith, formerly district clerk at Beatrice, and he’s now attending a signal corps officers’ training school at Ft. Mon- 
mouth, New Jersey. 2. Now we are able to present our special officers—Art Smith and Jones Dowd—in the natty new uniforms they 
wear while guarding the entrance to the general office building. The boys really “make an imprint” on visitors now! 3. Ralph Connors, 


chief testman, Nebraska City, likes to, take things apart—as you can see in this picture. 


4. Elaine Mannion, a recent bride. She is 


secretary to General Auditor I. J. Devoe—and the possessor of a smiling personality which has made her a favorite with employees in 


the general office. 


0. Here are most of the old directories collected by our delivery boys when they put out the new Lincoln direc- 


tory in March. The books are sold as scrap paper. Waldo McDowell is pushing the broom and Paul Bassett is helping unload books. 
Paul and Waldo supervised the delivery and did a swell job of it. 6. Irma Hoffmeyer, cashier at Hebron, snapped in Fresno, California, 
while on a recent vacation. 7. Smiling service is offered by Verna Hansen, Lincoln toll operator. 


Taylor from the accounting department to the position of stenographer in the office of the Eastern district manager. 


8. A recent transfer took Phyllis 
9. We present 


the feminine contingent of the engineering department. Left to right: Elsie Powell, secretary to Chief Engineer H. H. Wheeler, and 
Francis Koontz. 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


has been received from Boyd Wedg- 
wood, now stationed at Sheppard Field. 
He reports that he is instructing cadets 
in the 410 technical school squadron. 


Another former supplier, Phil Garvey, 


was a visitor on March 6th. Phil is 
now stationed at Fort Omaha. ... The 
shop and warehouse folks have been 
very busy this month with material for 
the Wahoo shell loading plant and the 
Lincoln airport jobs. ...D. C. Wilson 
is working in the shop on the switch- 
ing equipment for the Brownville 
C.A.X%. job. . . . Bert Huddleston, gen- 
eral storekeeper, reports that his son, 
Jack, a former construction department 
employee, is in Baton Rouge, La. He 


.is enjoying his army life and hopes for 


a promotion soon. ...E. T. Wester- 
hoff was ill from March 16 to 23. Wess 
had a badly infected sinus. We are 
happy to report, however, that he is 
now completely recovered and is back 
on the job. ... Margaret Stacy, daugh- 
ter of L. A. Stacy, took part in the 
recent Joy Night production at Central 
High School. Margaret is a very ac- 
complished violinist. 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins 
Auburn 


Misses Harvey, Clark, Chambers, Mc- 
Lain and Kermoade went to Omaha, 
March 25, to hear Sammy Kaye and 
his orchestra. . . . Miss Hull was an 
Omaha shopper, March 13... . Lloyd 
Oglesby has decided that it might be 
better not to cross your bridges even 
after you come to them. The other day, 
while clearing trouble during the sleet 
storm over in them thar Brownville 
hills (the very same where Mr. Ott 
claims he always gets lost), Lloyd was 
crossing a bridge and it very ungently 
gave way under him. It took five 
hours, four horses and $3.50 to get him 
out. In the meantime, Sterling Nelson 
and Jim Smith were out looking for the 
wandering boy and they were detained 
in a mud puddle. When Lloyd found 
them, they were walking into Brown- 
ville. They rescued their car from the 
mud hole and returned home. Watta- 
day! 


Beatrice Plant Department 


Frank Nevitt has returned home 
frcm a week in Omaha, looking like 
something the cat brought in. ... Roy 
Mills seems to be quite unhappy be- 
cause of the fan mail he has been re- 
ceiving since the editorial in the last 
“News.” ... The plant department has 
been increased by two employees, 
Archie Stansbury and Welton Grant. 

. Mr. Gorman and Mr. McKenna 
were office visitors, March 19. ... Paul 
Schmeltzer was an office visitor, March 
20... . Ted Ray, Chief Clerk at Be- 
atrice, has joined the naval forces and 
is now located at San Diego, California. 


Beatrice Traffic Department 


Vida Tucker spent the week-end of 
March 15, at her home in Sterling 
only to get caught in a nice little snow 
storm on Monday and she tells us she 
came home the long way... . Kathryn 
Schank spent a week in bed battling 
with a throat infection, she won and 
is back as good as new. ... Wilma 
Grupe spent the week-end of March 
1, in Pawnee City and Seneca, Kansas, 
visiting friends. . . . We are sorry to 
report that Mrs. Crone is still on the 
sick list but we hope to see her back 
with us soon. . .. Dorothy Baker and 
Mary Lee are Miss Hosier’s new toll 
students. . . . Mr. Schouborg and Mr. 
Ray have nothing on the lassies in the 
traffic department because we, too, 
have some ‘nifty’ bikes and riders, 
(just ask Miss Grupe and Miss Hosier 
about some of their experiences.) 


Cordova 


Mrs. Withel’s son has joined the 
Field Artillery in Santa Barbara. Mrs. 
Withel spent the week-end in Seward, 
visiting friends and relatives. 


Crab Orchard 


Mr. and Mrs. Sharp were Auburn 
visitors, March 1, and Beatrice visitors, 
February 28 and March 7... . Helen 
Jones has been on our sick list for 
the past two weeks. 


Fairbury 


Doris Acker of the traffic depart- 
ment, left March 1, to go to Colum- 
bus, where she has accepted a position. 
. . - In farewell courtesy to Doris, 
Misses Holmes, Leslie and True were 
hostesses to the girls of the Fairbury 
exchange at the home of Helen Holmes. 
... Frank Norton of the Lincoln plant 
department was a Fairbury visitor the 
first of the month. 


Douglas 


Mrs. Bradley was called to Falls City, 
March 1, because of the illness of her 
brother. 


Friend 


Betty Shunk of Los Angeles, a for- 
mer operator at Friend, was an office 
visitor. Hotilda Eurich was a 
Lincoln shopper, March 11. 


Sterling 


Esther Fritz spent March 7, visiting 
at Adams. ... Mable Weyers and Helen 
Wehmer were Lincoln visitors. 


Tecumseh 


Edna Ragon returned to work, March 
9, after being off work on account of 
illness. The sick list for this 
month includes Golda Thompson and 
Hazel Nichols. . .. Berniece Robb and 
Donna Phillips were Lincoln visitors, 
March 18. . Marie Murphy was a 
Lincoln visitor, March 10. ...M. T. 
Caster was a Tecumseh visitor and 
spoke before the Chamber of Com- 
merce at a noon luncheon in connec- 
tion with his work on the State Salvage 
Committee. ... Roy Mills was in Te- 
cumseh the other day to shoot some 
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eable trouble and make some tests. He 
was not admitted into the operating 
room because he could not produce his 
identification card. Roy is again un- 
happy. or should we say yet? 


Wilber 
Mr. Eeckles is recuperating from a 
siewe with the flu. 


Wymore 
Bar! Si hemmerhorn has returned to 
work after being laid up with a broken 
leg for eatrerell weeks. 


Ww estern District 


Lioyd W. Cleveland 


Carleton 


Mrs. Lydia Denzin, chief operator- 
eashier at Carleton, and Mr. Denzin 
rent four days during March, visiting 
r, and Mrs. Woland Bauer in Scran- 
ton, Ia. and Mr. and Mrs. Roland Bauer 
in Yale, Ia. The two Mrs. Bauers’ are 
of the Denzins’. 


Deweese 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Muzik spent 
Saturday, March 21, visiting their 


daughter, EHen, in Omaha. Miss Ellen 
is a student nurse. 


Harvard 


Mae Hunt, Katherine Hohnstein and 
Jessie Van Trump were guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. G. Israeison on their 45th 
wedding anniversary, March &. 


Hastings Plant Departmeni 


Last year the Hastings district was 
unfortunate in having a lost-time ac- 
eident. This misfortune was the only 
one which kept the Western district 
from having a perfect record. Such an 
incident as that, was all Fritz Noble 
needed to start a campaign of expert 
needling, and as a result, the Hastings 
buneh gave a party for the rest of the 
district. This year (as usually happens 
in such eases) York was the one who 
kept the Western from having a per- 
fect record—so to make a long story 
longer, the York bunch threw a whing- 
Ging at Sutton for the rest of us on the 
evening of March 6. Let it here be 
chronicled that a good time was had 
by all in spite of the fact that Fritz 
was unable to make it. The fore part 
of the evening was spent at the duck 
pin alley where the team of Max Walk- 
er and Frank “Red Shirt’ Kubat walk- 
ed off with the pot. After everyone 
had thrown their arms at the pin boys, 
we went up to the American Legion 
the dirtiest 


rooms, where some of 
“hearts’” in Nebraska was enjoyed by 
all, after which the York bunch put 


outt a swell dutch lunch. In spite of 
cis ery one eating enough to require an 
ra low gear, in order to pull the 
eas home, no one suffered and as 
mentioned before, a good time was had 

by all, 
Hastings Traffic | 


“Mickey" George and Margaret Yet- 

man, operators, are spending two) 
weeks visiting friends “Deep In the} 
Heart of Texas.” The girls left March | 
18, and upon their arrival in Houston, 
danced to the music of Tommy Dorsey. | 
They later left for Conroe, Texas, to | 
spend the remainder of the time. 
Mrs. Belle Meester, night operator, is 
back with us again after several days’ 
absence with the flu. She was taken ill, 
March 12, and was able to return to 
duty on the 20....1 Lucille Kort spent 
the week-end of the 20, visiting in 
Denver, Colo., while Gladys Wilson and 
Marguerite Buttell spent the week-end 
shopping and visiting friends and rela- 
tives in Lincoln. .. . Myreta Kinkead 
is weleomed back to work after sever- 
al weeks’ absence, 


} 
| 


Hebron 


Hurrah! The Hebron Area is 100% 
for payroll deduction for United States 
Defense Savings Bonds. ... Thad Cone 
of Lincoln, dropped in a few minutes 
at this office on March 10. ... The 
gangs of W. C. Combs, H. H. Moss and 
G A. Foster are working in this area 
getting the lines in shape for the un- 
derground cable. ... Bette Long, op- 
erator, spent Sunday, March 8, at Kans- 
as City, visiting a special friend, who 
has recently joined the Navy Air 
Corps. She was accompanied home by 
“Rochester,” a new little scottie which 
she received as a birthday gift while 
there. 

Osceola 

Because of the tire shortage, every- 
one is making their out-of-town trips 
few and far between. Visitors to Co- 
lumbus included Dorothy DeLand, 
Mareh 7, and Alethea Lewis, March 14. 
Agnes Gustafson spent March 10 in 
Omaha, while Maxine Herbes visited in 
that city over the week-end of March 
6 ...Iva Olson, relief operator, vis- 
ited with home folks at Hordville for 
a few days the fore part of March. 


Polk 


Leona McConnell, chief operator- 
cashier, took a leave of absence and 
left for Davenport, Iowa, February 27. 
She expects to be back on duty March 
31. . .. Dorothy Whitacre, former re- 
lief operator, has been assisting with 
traffic duties at the local office. ... 
Our office welcomes Rose Ehn, a new 
student operator. 


Stromsburg 


Area Manager Charles J. Olson, L. C. 
Williams and Fred Adkins of Osceola, 
attended a “smoker” at Sutton, March 
6. 

Superior 


The flights of geese are so fascinat- 
ing to “Shrimp’’ Whitney, that we are 
wondering if, when he became mired 
leep in the country mud the other 
day, he had seen a flock overhead 
and was craning his neck out the car 
door and dreaming of a few crack 
shots. ... The present spring weather 
has brought the garden tools out of 
the winter storage places and put cal- 
louses on the hands of such gardeners 
as Kubat, Kline and Whitney. 
Lucille Shellhase was in a dither one 
chilly day when she was ready to leave | 
gnd was without a key to her locker | 
where her coat was hanging. She called | 
heme for another coat, which was | 
promptly delivered to the commercial ! 


office where it was expected she would 
call for it. In the meantime, Lucille 
was waiting in the lounge room and 
having practically consumed herself 
in fire by this time, anyway, decided to 
leave, taking the short cut home. If 
there’s a shortage of kleenex don’t 
blame the war production board. 


York 


Recent reflections from our mirror 
of events find Helen Phillips convales- 
cing from an emergency appendectomy 
—Helen says she’ll be back real soon 
and we hope so, too! ... Also, we see 
Maxine Barrett with stars in her eyes 
and a new watch on her arm—from 
Evan, of course. . Newest additions 
to our office force. include Arlene An- 
derson, Pearle Mierau, Wilhelmine 
Sanmann and Margaret Stephenson. 
Glad to have you with us, girls! . 
Izola McReynolds and Lela Watson 
make up the new toll class. . Anna 
Seymour, traveling instructor, has been 
a welcome visitor in the traffic de- 
partment the past few weeks. 
Virginia Barth resigned her position in 
the commercial department, March 13, 
to become Mrs. L. L. Kelly of Hastings. 
The knot was tied March 20, at Omaha. 
We all wish Virginia every happiness 
in her new home... . Marie Haberman 
has taken over the ‘duties of cashier— 
also, she seems to have taken over a 
little interest in the Consumers Public 
Power—William is the name! 


“Happiness Ahead’ 


NNOUNCEMENT has been 

made of the marriage of 
Thad Cone, construction de- 
partment, to Margaret Mc- 
Knight of Auburn. The mar- 
riage took place at the Metho- 
dist Church in Omaha on Feb- 
ruary 14, 1942. 


Mabel Batterson, commer- 
cial department at Hastings, 
became the bride of Carl G. 
Christensen, March 22. The 
ceremony took place at the 
home of Mr. Christensen’s sis- 
ter, Mrs. R. E. Current. 


Kathryn Bennett, operator 
at Nebraska City, became the 
bride of Corporal Rod Parker, 
Ft. Riley, Kansas, March 27. 


Dorothy Roach, operator at 
Lincoln, was united in mar- 
'Tiage to ‘Dick Burke, March 10. | 
|The wedding took place in’ 
San Luis Obispo, California. 

® ® 

Virginia Barth, cashier at 
York, was married to L. L. 
Kelly of Hastings, March 20. 
The wedding took place at the 
German Lutheran Church in 
Omaha. The Rev. Howard 
Barth, a relative of the bride, 
officiated at the ceremony. 


Effects of World 
War I on Telephone 
Employees of 1917-18 


1917 
Fe April, 1917 “Telephone 
News” carried the announce- 


ment of the declaration of war— 
and recommended to our em- 
ployees that, should they desire 
to enlist, they should join the 
Signal Corps —and asked that 
they forward their names to the 
general office in Lincoln in order 
that the Company might help 
those having special ability to be 
placed where their services would 
be of most value to the govern- 
ment. 


On April 14, 1917 a pamphlet 
was sent to all male employees 
explaining the enlistment of men 
in the Signal Corps .. . Within 
one month the number of appli- 
cants exceeded the vacancies by a 
ratio of 7 to 1. 


In June, 1917 the Chief Signal 
Officer of the U.S. Army issued 
an appeal to all telephone men to 
stick to their posts and not leave 
the telephone industry to accept 
higher paying jobs in other fields. 


June 1, 1917: At a meeting of 
the Board of Directors, the of- 
ficers of the Company were 
authorized to invest $100,000 of 
depreciation reserve money in 
Liberty bonds, and to purchase 
bonds for employees under a sal- 
ary reduction plan. 


August, 1917: C. D. Perrin of 
the traffic department was com- 
missioned by the War Depart- 
ment as Captain to head the Sig- 
nal Corps Company organized 
among the employees of the L.T. 
& T. Co. 


September, 1917: A plant en- 
gineering course was announced 
by the Company for the training 
of their employees. The course 
‘was given free. 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


October, 1917: The fact was'| 


April, 1942 


‘been, as the meter was marked | Harry Moss and crew are at| The completion of making the 


brought out, to the embarrass-| for 2.00 amperes, more than double | Brownville completing town plant | lines metallic on the Milligan ex- 


ment of the “Telephone News” 
editor, that copies of the maga- 
zine were being regularly mailed 
to various horses in livery barns 
in Lincoln and Beatrice. The mail- 
ing list was immediately revised. 


November, 1917: 60 telephone 
employees had joined the colors 
and were then in training or at 
the front. 


December, 1917: 74 telephone 
employees had, by then, joined 
the armed forces. 


December, 1917: The first of the 

“switch-women” had become pro- 

ficient in the handling of most 
cases of switchroom trouble. 


December, 1917: General Man- 
ager Hurtz, Plant Superintendent 
Caster, and Commercial Superin- 
tendent Mattison spent three days 
visiting in Camp Funston, where 
they went to bid goodbye to 28 
former employees, now members 
of the 323 Field Signal Corps. 


During 1917 the number of tele- 
phones in service in the L.T. & T. 
Co. territory increased 12.6%, 
revenue from rentals increased 
11.9%. Revenue from toll service 
increased 18.9%, total revenues, 
13%. The increase of total ex- 
penses, however, was 18.7% and 
taxes for the year increased 
334% due, in great part, to the 
Federal Corporation tax. The 
Company then owned and oper- 
ated 99 exchanges with 55,647 
owned stations. 


Labor problems for the year 
1917 were annoying ones. On Jan- 
uary 1, 1917 the Company had 
1034 employees. During the year 
795 were added and 683 released. 
The Company had lost 74 men to 
the Army and more than half of 
these were skilled labor. Eleven 
girls were lost to the Plattsmouth 
Burlington shops, where they re- 
ceived twice as much money as 
it was possible for us to pay them. 
The exorbitant wages paid to 
cornhuskers for a few weeks in 
the fall nearly broke up several 
construction gangs. 


Wages in every department 
were advanced as much as was 
possible and for Christmas, the 
Company presented to each em- 
ployee a $5.00 War Savings Stamp 
and a 25c Thrift Stamp. 


1918 


March, 1918: 155 employees had 
ra ge over $4000 in Liberty 
onds 


May, 1918: 113 plant employees 
were then in military service. Em- 
ployees in Lincoln § subscribed 
over $2000 to the Red Cross drive. 


July 31, 1918: The wire com- 
munication lines of the nation 
were placed under supervision of 
Postmaster General Burleson, un- 
der an executive order by Presi- 
dent, Wilson. This was to extend 
for the period of the war. The 
organizations were to be operated 
and supervised by their present 
personnel. 


August, 1918: Another source 
of labor shortage was the call up- 
on some of our most skilled em- 
ployees to conduct classes for 
drafted men at the state uni- 
versity. The courses were in gen- 
eral and automatic telephony. 


The accounting department, 
and possibly some others, insti- 
tuted a regular mid-morning 
prayer for victory by the Allies. 
At ten o’clock each morning, all 
employees of the department rose 
and stood for three minutes, usu- 
ally in silent prayer, although 
sometimes the prayer was led by 
H. J. W. Seamark. 


October, 1918: A bulletin was 
posted in all offices to the effect 
that the wages of all employees 
receiving less than $125.00 per 
month would receive a substantial 
increase in salary by November 1. 


October, 1918: Two bulletins 
issued by Postmaster General 
Burleson: “In that many tele- 
phone companies have been seri- 
ously embarrassed by employees 
leaving immediately upon sub- 
mitting their resignation, some- 
times to engage in non-essential 
industry, employees are requested 
t) give the usual two weeks notice 
before terminating employment.” 

—‘Telephone companies are here- 
after authorized to file claims for 
deferred classification for em- 
ployees who may be considered to 
be indispensable to the operation 
of the service.” 


October, 1918: Some former 
L.T. & T. Co. girls were then with 
the telephone operating units in 
France. 

October, 1918: The influenza 
epidemic was becoming increas- 
ingly severe and was affecting a 
large number of telephone em- 
ployees. 

November 8, 1918: The day of 
the “False Armistice” is general- 
ly thought to be the busiest day 
the switchroom has ever experi- 
enced. No one knows how great 
the peak of the load may have 


the normal peak load, and the|repairs, office move, making all|/change is being handled by the 
needle was pushing hard against | lines metallic of that exchange. |crew of John Hobson. 

the stop ... At South office, the 
load was so great that the main 
fuses were blown, temporarily dis- 
rupting all service transmitted 
through that exchange. 


November 11, 1918: The Tele- 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


phone section of the Armistice Gain or Loss Since 
Day parade was headed by the For March, 1942 January 1, 1942 
L.T. & T. Co. Service Flag. Early ee 
=a the afternoon the employees Central District... —118 —303 
who were able to participate met District— 
at the Telephone building and pestered aay 
marched in a body to the place ID ANAGHCULY. saonennacstesssn can ctecncnenis —8 —18 
designated for their formation for Nebraska: Cuy ssc eee —l 
the parade. After standing in line PURUS IOI  saieeviessennvistaacensacns 16 27 
for about two hours their section Iai) 0s beset necem eeeeermer oer 6 —13 
began to move. The parade was Bice (a: esa ter eee 78 101 
the longest ever in Lincoln. Mr. QUI, tacescetescestacecenstaduserensease 91 97 
Hurtz marched in the parade 
twice, once with the Red Cross Southern District— 
section—and later headed the POUR sss asieuanacnacreacsies —15 —67 
Telephone employees. PRCAUIICE | ascesbinnicccnigseneninidcasinas —6 —4] 
December, 1918: The total gain hapelcae soseseeneenstneessoseesoneesnesees : —2 
for t fori, Ny. PCCM a eco 
eee ee eee Walbet oc acsee 2 _4 
MEOUALL.. Diadincdices is tecinetaticedcadvees —16 —114 
Wheeler Wins Western District 
Annual Trap Shoot ee espace Sas cectaaysatavate . = 
; 11 5) -5: a a Oe OE RAD — iain 
I” Wheeler, our chief en- Hebron a eeietete ta ote eae ag —10 
gineer, who always ranks SEPOMISOULE, sesccvinecnttnnvaedvenctis 3 9 
near the top among state trap aie amd sesseeconseeecnnsecanseesentensees —l2 =<) 
shooters, won the 13th annual ie Se NE ATR = Lae 
April shoot at the Lincoln Gun OAL ake eee, SOO —B54 
club, on April 5. He broke 96 
out of 100: blue rocks at 16|f, 10! === ee a “ae 


yards. He also hit 46 out of 
00 in the handicap event. 


Cruising With the 


Crews 


The crew of W. F. Combs, lo- 
cated at Fairmont, has been busy 
completing an estimate covering 
the cost of transposition changes 
York-Hebron Hebron-Superior 
transcontinental toll cable. 


e® @ 

The work covering toll line re- 
pairs between Bradshaw and Polk 
is being handled by the crew of 
G. A. Foster, who are working 
out of York. 


The work of making lines me- 
tallic on the DeWeese exchange 
was completed by the crew of 
Earl Eichenour. They are now i. 


HE above pictures were snapped during the cutover to com- 

mon battery service at Humboldt, on March 9. At the new 
switchboard we see, left to right, Harriet Pennington, Bonnell 
Mann and Chief Operator Catherine Gillan. In front of the 
new ground floor office are, left to right, Manager Tyler W. 
“Bus” Ryan (he looks like “Jock” Sutherland, famous foot- 
ball coach, to us), Cashier Daraleene Pennington and Area 
Manager Sterling Nelson, of Auburn. 


BEATRICE DISTRICT AND AREA OFFICES 


located at Fairfield making the 
lines metallic on that exchange. 


Outside construction necessary 
for telephone installations on the 
Nebraska Ordnance Plant at Wa- 
hoo is being handled by the crews 
of T. R. DeWolf and A. W. Hol- 
comb. 


pee Beatrice area, covering most of Gage county and portions of adjoining Jefferson and 
Pawnee counties, lies in one of the real garden spots of southeast Nebraska. Even dur- 
ing the drouth period, this area produced fairly good crops in most years. Our area office is 


located in Beatrice (pop. 10,813), the county seat of Gage county. Also located in our. 


Beatrice building is the headquarters office for the Southern district, which has supervision 
over all Company telephone activities in Gage, Jefferson, Saline, Pawnee, Johnson, Nemaha 
and Richardson counties. The Beatrice area has 57 employees and 3 4972 stations. In addition 
to Beatrice, we operate exchanges in Burchard, Filley, Pickrell, Plymouth and Wymore 
in the Beatrice area. Above are scenes in our district and area office. 1. The Beatrice 
testboard. Left to right are Wire Chief Robert I. Schouborg, Frank Nevitt and Dan Hig- 
gins. 2. Our building is an important part of the fine Beatrice business district. 3. The 
big switchboard over which flows a heavy volume of traffic. 4. The Southern district 
headquarters force. Left to right: Ruth Blevins, stenographer; Clyde Burge, district man- 
ager; Ted Ray, chief clerk. 5. The business office. Left to right: Florence Buehler, cashier; 
Charlie Dickenman, area commercial manager; Ethelbelle Cambridge, commercial clerk. 
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War Work Takes 
Many Plant Employees 


| N addition to the male em- 
ployees of this Company 


Telephone Companies Are | : 
Merelv Asked To Maintain | Who have gone, and will con- 
; ‘tinue to go, into the armed 


“Facilities Reserve” For | 

Possible Future Demands. | services of the nation, steady 

Pid, |Imroads are being made into 
fj NT te i canal 08 aetlaan tree 
\nri] 94 93 

5 oe ee Et war worl Already sane 
ferred categories of individ- GR Grae Sash eae maces 
Sais Teas Geoms Wael. 28 l have left us jor work of this 
be given first consideration in faisc alae ier Gasetin coe hed 
SS es oe —— ea the wsedasilies, OF aaitiond! se- 
service, seems to have been : : ale 
headlined in the daily press se a de pole pad? a 
in a manner which gave the ; eid Be Baie 
impression that new installa-| OPcTate the telephone business 
tions have been completely 
“frozen.” This seems, at least, 


with all its peace-time ef- 
ficiency. 
to have been the impression 
gained by a large section of 
the public. That this impres- 
sion is incorrect is quickly ap- 
parent when the actual order 
is given even casual study. 
According to the War Pro- 
duction Board’s press release: 
“Only persons engaged in di- 
rect war work or in occupa- 
tions essential to the public 
welfare can be sure of obtain- 
ing new telephone service in 


No Freezing 
Ot New Service- Yet! 


Oliver “Babe” Lahr, popu- 
lar and efficient cable splicer 
in the construction depart- 
ment, resigned during April 
to become a supervisor of 
cable splicers in the Seventh 
Signal Corps Area — which 
covers ten states. He will 
make his headquarters in 
Omaha. Another popular em- 
ployee to go to the Seventh 
Corps Area is Ed Piper, com- 
binationman in the Lincoln 


the future.” 
y service department. Ed re- 
t > 4 > a 7 by o . hd 
However, the WPB order) sisned late in March and will 
continues: “New service may | go switchboard work for the 


be denied to groups outside 
the preferred categories unless 
existing exchange lines capac- 
itv can take care of their needs 
without disrupting essential 
service.” Thus, it will be seen 
at onee that this is not a def- 
inite “freeze” order; that tele- 
phone companies are permitted 
to continue to make new in- 
stallations wherever, in their 
judgement, ample service fa- 
cilities remain available. The| 
obligation resting upon the 
companies is to make sure that | 
sufficient facilities are at all} L. E. Kerbaugh, combina- 
times held in reserve to ac-| tionman in the Lincoln service 
commodate sudden demands | department, is doing his war 
from war agencies. | work in a different way. He 

Throughout most of the Tin-| purchased a farm in Missouri 
coln Company’s territory, this|and resigned during April— 
will not be a great problem. | declaring his intention to raise 
Our total of stations is far be-| “food for the fighters.” Max 
low the saturation point! Elliott, combinationman from 
reached: in the early ’30’s. We! the same department, also re- 
can make many more civilian | signed during April and is 
installations in most ex-!| now working on the final as- 
changes without approaching sembly line at the Martin 
too closely to the “facilities| bomber plant in Omaha. An- 
reserve’ we are asked to main-| other employee to go to the 
tain. There are a few ex-| Omaha bomber plant is Floyd 
changes where the service sit- Crewdson, switchman and 
uation has already shown|switchboardman in the Lin- 
signs of becoming critical.|coln main exchange. He re- 
Other “tight spots” may de-| signed during April and be- 
velop in coming months and! came an automatic switchman 
it is quite certain that serious| jin the big airplane plant. The 
study will be given soon to the| Martin plant also absorbed 
service situation in each in-| Charles Woods, auto mechanic 
dividual exchange. At the mo- in our garage in Lincoln. He 
ment, however, it can be said| resigned during April. 
generally that we are still ac- 
cepting orders throughout our 
territory for new main busi- 
ness and residence installa- 
tions, and for the installation 
of business extensions. 


Signal Corps, with headquar- 
ters in Omaha. Bob Waller, 
combinationman in the same 
department, also went to the 
Seventh Corps Area, resigning 
late in April. Still another 
Lincoln service department 
combinationman to join the 
|procession to the Seventh 
|Corps Area is L. W. Walen- 
tine. He resigned early in 
May, and will be engaged in 
communications construction 
work. 


Oliver Eppens, construction 
department, resigned in 
March and left immediately 
for the west coast, where he is 
employed in an airplane fac- 
tory. Lloyd E. Dalton, night 
testboardman in the Lincoln 
service department, resigned 
during April and is now em- 
ployed by the contractors who 
are building the Wahoo ord- 
nance plant. Finally, we find 
Lyman Neff, Jr., son of our 
general office custodian, leav- 
ing the custodian’s force to en- 
gage in construction work at 
the new air mechanics school 


There are 39,245,069 telephones 
in the world, 19,453,401 of them in 
the United States and 1,623,117 of 
them in New York City. 


Employees Go | 


100% For War Bonds — 


MPLOYEES of The Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, in Lincoln and ; 
throughout the territory, are| °*" Ene 
now participating 100% in the) Having read the above, the 
payroll allotment plan of War | “News” feels sure you now 
Bond purchases. The goal was|have a much better idea of 
reached on May 14, when the! what is meant by that much- 
final signed cards were turned|abused term “labor turn- 
in. | over!” 
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Lincoln, Nebraska, May, 1942 


Freedom Is Made of Simple Stuff 


From the archives of broken peace we are bringing out old 
words and dusting them off for use again as shining lanterns to 
lead us through the darkness of another war. 


Words like freedom, justice and truth—all of them hard to 
define, none of them used more frequently than freedom. 


You cannot say what freedom is, perhaps, in a single sen- 
tence. It is not necessary to define it. It is enough to point to it. 


Freedom is a man lifting a gate latch at dusk and sitting for 
a while on the porch, smoking his pipe, before he goes to bed. 


It is the violence of an argument outside an election poll; it 
is the righteous anger of the pulpits. 


It is the warm laughter of a girl on a park bench. 


It is the rush of a train over the continent and the unafraid 
faces of people looking out the windows. 


It is all the howdys in the world, and all the hellos. 


It is Westbrook Pegler telling Roosevelt how to raise his 
children; it is Roosevelt letting them raise themselves. 


It is Lindbergh’s appeasing voice above a thousand hisses. 


It is Dorothy Thompson asking for war; it is Gen. Hugh S. 
Johnson asking her to keep quiet. 


It is you trying to remember the words to The Star- 


Spangled Banner. 


It is the sea breaking on wide sands somewhere and the 
shoulders of a mountain supporting the sky. 


It is the air you fill your lungs with and the dirt that is 


your garden. 


It is a man cursing all cops. 


It is the absence of apprehension at the sound of approach- 
ing footsteps outside your closed door. 


It is your hot resentment of intrigue, the tilt of your chin 
and the tightening of your lips sometimes. 


It is all the things you do and want to keep on doing. 
It is all the things you feel and cannot help feeling. 


Freedom—it is you. 


The above remarkable editorial is taken from the Louis- 
ville (Kentucky) Courier-Journal. It was written by a girl 
“cub reporter’—Hazel Parker—and already the press of Ameri- 
ca is acclaiming it the most appealing statement of the Ameri- 
can creed to be written since the present conflict began. Re- 
markable fact is that Miss Parker wrote and submitted the 
piece merely as “filler copy”—her regular job being the usual 
cub reporter’s round of the city hall, police station, etc. An asso- 
ciate editor, recognizing the quality of genius in the article, 
knocked off the byline and made it a lead editorial—thus put- 
ting behind it the full force of the Courier-Journal’s national 
prestige. Newspaper readers began to write letters of com- 
mendation—and Hazel Parker suddenly found Fame beating a 


path to her door! 


Two Employees 

Earn Retirement 

| pemea BILLINGS, opera- 
tor at Humboldt, retired 

from active duty May 1, under 

the provisions of our pension 

plan. Miss Billings has spent 

all her years of service in 

Humboldt, entering the traf- 


fice department there in 
August, 1921. 


Margaretha Moeller, jani- 
tress at Seward, also retired 
on May 1. She had been em- 
ployed at Seward since June, 
1919. 


Family Reunited 
By Radio Telephone 


Me: and Mrs. M. Eyen and 
daughter, of Lincoln, were 
reunited with two sons in army 
service—one in Ft. Leonard 
Wood and the other in Hawaii 
—through the magic of trans- 
Oceanic radio telephone, on 
Sunday, May 2. The -father, 
mother and sister took turns at 
the telephone in Lincoln dur- 
ing the six minute call. Trans- 
mission was reported excel- 
lent. Before the conversation be- 
gan, operators at each end of the 
hookup cautioned the speakers to 


make no reference to military 
matters. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


\W* ARE doing our best, in this “all out” war, to meet 
every requirement of the Government cheerfully 
and without complaint. It is not always easy, but most 
certainly we endorse President Woods’ statement that 
our Company is in “full compliance” with all Govern- 
ment requests. 


At the moment we are sponsoring an affiliated con- 
struction unit for the Signal Corps. 


This unit, if accepted, will consist of a 
cadre (pronounced kaw’der) of seven 
commissioned officers and three tech- 
It will be the first group of 
Lincoln Telephone men to go together 
into army service for the purpose of as- 
sisting in the highly important work of 
establishing and maintaining wire com- 
munication at army posts or in the 


nicians. 


field. 


If and when these men are taken 


into military service, the rest of us will necessarily 
do a little more in order to keep our telephone service 
up to the high standards heretofore maintained. 


All of us cannot serve directly in the armed forces 
of the country but certainly each one can do his patriotic 
part in operating an essential service and in buying war 


stamps and bonds. 


—J. H. AGEE. 


Lincoln Flood 
Maroons An Employee 


fe surging flood waters 
which hit portions of the 
south and all the west side of 
Lincoln on Monday morning, 
May 11, filled hundreds of 
homes and business establish- 
ments with muddy water— 
and marooned one of our em- 
ployees on the roof of his 
home. Robert T. Ross, of the 
accounting department, was 
the employee involved in this 
thrilling, though discourag- 
ing, episode. He owns a neat 
little home in Epworth Park, 
on the southwest edge of the 
city—and directly in the path 
of the “flash” flood. When the 
waters thundered in, at about 
0:30 a. m., Mr. and Mrs. Ross 
and their young son had just 
time to escape to the roof be- 
fore the house was filled with 
the swirling waters. Luckily, 
the house remained on its 


foundations, although the ma- 


jority of the dwellings in the 
Park were caught in the fierce 
current and smashed against 
trees or bridges. Many thrill- 
ing rescues of persons caught 
in the flood waters were made 
in the Park. After nine hours 
of “roof sitting” by the Ross 
family, boats finally reached 
their house and removed them 
to safety. Several other em- 
ployees whose homes were in 
or near the flooded areas were 
forced to remain away from 
them for a day, but no others 
we have heard of endured an 
experience similar to that of 
the Ross family. 


Long Distance traffic in and 
out of Lincoln touched a new 
all-time high, according to the 
traffic department. It was 
about 25% higher than any 
previous “peak day” of which 
we have reliable records. Com- 
pared with a normal Monday, 
the increase was really start- 
ling. Offered calls in Lin- 
coln on a normal Monday 
average about 1,500 for the 
day—with “in” business, of 
course, running about the 
same. On May 11, 2,752 calls 
were offered in Lincoln, with 
2,466 of these “completed”—an 
unusually fine record. The 
“in” calls, as is always the 
case, ran at about the same 
figure. An interesting angle is 
that most of these toll calls 
were of the “short haul” 
variety—to or from friends 
and relatives within our own 
territory. Particular tribute 
must be paid to our Lincoln 
operating force, which handled 
this record business in fine 
shape—with most of the girls 
working ten or twelve hour 
tricks. 


Local traffic in Lincoln was 
also unusually heavy, as might 
be expected. As the flood 
waters were racing toward the 
city, the telephone was given 
a heavy play in warning 
householders in its path. The 
combined battery discharge 
readings for all the Lincoln 
exchanges—the only feasible 
method of determining local 
traffic loads in dial offices— 
show 5,720 amperes for the 
24-hour period. Normal aver- 
age battery discharge for a 
Monday is approximately 4,000 
amperes. Flood damage to 
our property consisted prin- 
cipally of wet instruments and 
wet inside wiring. Approxi- 
mately 250 telephones were 
out of service at the peak of 


SEE “LINCOLN FLOOD” 
Page 2, Col. 4 


Number 5 


ORDNANCE PLANT 
HUMS WITH ACTIVITY 


—_—____. 


Presents Striking Evidence 
Of Nation’s “Will To Win” 
The War; Lincoln Company 
Maintains Efficient Force 
At Plant. 


ONE whose good fortune it 
is to be permitted to 
visit the Nebraska Ordnance 
Plant, near Wahoo, comes 
away with the inescapable 
feeling that he has seen 
destiny at work — at work 
preparing the doom that, as 
certain as day follows night, 
is eventually to fall upon the 
most obnoxious collection of 
international gangsters ever 
let loose upon a peace-loving 
world. 


A visitor comes away with 
this feeling because he has 
seen men and machines oper- 
ating as he, probably, has 
never seen them operating be- 
fore — with efficiency and 
speed correlated in a manner 
which must be seen to be be- 
lieved. And then he realizes 
that he has seen here only one 
unit—a mighty unit in itself, 
but still only one—of Amer- 
ica’s vast and far-flung war 
machine. As this realization 
floods his mind, his heart beats 
faster with the vision of the 
“impossibilities” which this 
nation can accomplish when, 
as today, it gets down to brass 
tacks, rolls up its sleeves, 
doubles up its fists and says: 
“What are we waiting for?” 


The “News” editor was 
privileged to visit the or- 
dnance plant recently in the 
company of Commercial En- 
gineer M. M. Hale. Provided 
with a temporary pass (you 
cannot get into nor out of the 
reservation without a pass) 
the writer spent the day look- 
ing over our own organization 
there, and touring the reserva- 
tion with B. C. Burden, trans- 
mission engineer, who is in 
charge of most of our activi- 
ties there. In addition to Mr. 
Burden, our ordnance plant 
organization at present con- 
sists of Victor Musselman and 
Francis Koontz, of the engi- 
neering department; Sam 
Jackson, eastern district clerk, 
who represents both the com- 
mercial and plant depart- 
ments; Ed Flowerday and 
Homer Olson, of Wahoo, and 
Art Albers, of Lincoln, who 
are handling service installa- 
tions; and Foreman Tom De- 
wolf, assisted by George 
Cruickshank, who represent 
the construction department 
and head up a crew which is 
kept constantly busy extend- 
ing our transmission facilities 
on the reservation. 


Our organization personnel is 
efficiently centralized in com- 
fortable quarters in a farm 
house in that portion of the 
reservation which later will 
be the administration section. 
The fire-proof telephone ex- 
change, housing the six-posi- 
tion manual board which is 
eventually to serve the entire 
plant, is located only a short 
distance from the farm house. 
In this house we not only have 
office space for all our super- 
visory employees, but the con- 
struction department -also 
maintains a rather complete 
warehouse of essential sup- 
plies. 


SEE “ORDNANCE PLANT” 
Page 2, Col 3 . 
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:.. 3 oi our employees have asked me why the “News” has 
not given as complete coverage to all angles of the impor- 

telephone installations we are making in the ordnance 
plant near Wahoo, and the air mechanics school near Lincoln, 
as We gave, for example, to our part in the transcontinental 
Given a moment to think, of course, they realize that 
are war days; that many things we'd publish in normal 
; cannot now be printed without violation of war press 
There are, however, many human interest angles to 
ur two big defense efforts, and many facts which can be 
told. The ‘ “News” expects to cover these angles from time to 
time. More than this we cannot, and will not, do—mindful 
though we are of the genuine and justifiable interest of all em- 
ployees in projects which seem destined to stimulate our busi- 
ness considerably. 


Telephone folks are supposed to “use their heads at all 
times”—but I heard of two instances last month in which 
it seemed that this idea was being carried a mite too far. For 

nstance, Harvey Armogast and Al Osborne, plant men at 
David City, tangled with a big and somewhat vicious dog 

while installing a farm telephone in Butler county. The dog 
nipped the _Armogast ankles as the boys were leaving, but 
Then, as the boys drove down the 
road in their tr uck, the dog followed them for several miles 
—barking and raising cain in general. He seemed to be try- 
ing to jump right into the seat with them, so Al picked up one 
of those lineman’s striking hammers—weighing about four 
pounds—and said: “Harvey, shall I let him have it?” Harvey 
was all for the idea. “Go ahead, crack his skull,” he advised. 
“The darn pooch gnawed me.” So Al wound up and let him 
have it—only the “him” was HIM! The hammer swung back- 
ward as he raised it, got out of control and bopped the Osborne 
skull with a tooth-rattling jolt! Al practically knocked him- 
self out, Pm told, and the pooch escaped without a scratch. 


And then there is John McKinzie, eastern district man- 
ager, who forgot to duck when his own mail box went by—as 
illustrated here—and really DID knock himself out! John 
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picked a balmy Saturday afternoon in April to move his mail 
box——-which is a big one and sits on a post at the curb—from 
wherever it was at the moment to a location a few feet distant. 
He’s a bit hazy about why he wanted to move it, so we’ll just 
skip that. Anyway, he dug a neat hole and removed the post. 
Then, bending over the new hole, he drove the post into it 
with all his might. His only mistake was that he completely 
forgot that the mail box was still sitting blithely atop the post! 
Well, he mighty near blasted his skull apart. He drove his 
head clear down into his neck. By his own admission, he was 
“out” for about five minutes—and he was rocking on his heels 
for several days thereafter! Joe Hartley was so thrilled by the 
incident that he insisted on drawing the accompanying car- 
toon which is, I think, one of his best. —N. O. 
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“Ordnance Plant” 
From Page 1, Col. 6 


At the time the “News” edi- 
tor visited the reservation, a 
two-position manual board, lo- 
cated in the building housing 
the army engineers, was fur- 
nishing all telephone service. 
It was rapidly becoming out- 
grown, as newly completed 
buildings were given service, 
and it is quite likely that, by 
the time these lines are 
printed, the big permanent 
board will have been cut into 
service. Things happen fast 
on the reservation. B.C. Bur- 
den claims that if you look 
away from a plot of ground for 
more than a few minutes, 
you'll probably see a building 
on it when you take a second 
glance! 


Seriously, it is hard to 
imagine anything more heart- 
ening to an American than the 
speed and utter efficiency 
with which hundreds of men 
are laboring under the direc- 
tion of their contractors— 
who, in turn, are working un- 
der the highly competent di- 
rection of the army engineers. 
Masons, carpenters, tin smiths, 
painters, etc., follow each oth- 
er with speed and precision in 
the amazing construction of 
buildings which shoot up like 
There seems to be no 
lost motion or wasted time 
that can be observed by the 
casual visitor. 

Two railroad spurs have al- 
ready been completed into the 
heart of the reservation by the 
Burlington and Union Pacific 
railroads, respectively. And in 
all directions one sees marvel- 
ous machines moving dirt, 
opening and leveling roads, 
paving concrete highways, 
etc. Roaring, clanking mon- 
sters these machines are— 
moving smoothly about their 
tasks under the guiding hands 
of experts who seem to know 
the answers to every prob- 
lem. There is no confusion— 
you see no shovel leaners! 
Things move, things get done. 
You sense the tremendous ma- 
jesty and power of an aroused 
nation, and you realize that 
nothing will stop the awful 
avalanche of destruction now 
being built up—nothing, that 
is, except complete victory. A 
thoroughly awakened Amer- 
ica, just becoming conscious 
of its herculean strength, is 
forging the one unanswerable 
argument to all the rotten 
jungle philosophy of the Axis. 

A few weeks will make tre- 
mendous changes in the or- 
dance plant scene. Those who 
are now visiting the reserva- 
tion at least once each week 
can scarcely keep abreast of 
the changes. A considerable 
number of the farm homes 
which occupied the enormous 
tract of land have been moved 
off — some into adjoining 
Mead, which is in the grip of 
a housing shortage—but many 
still remain to be disposed of. 
We understand, however, that 
all houses now remaining on 
the reservation have been 
given up by their former ten- 
ants. Some early small grain 
crops remain to be harvested 
from land which was seeded 
last fall, and which is not at 
the moment needed for or- 
dnance plant use. 

The neighboring village of 
Mead, which lies just a short 
distance from the main en- 
trance to the reservation, is 
really beginning to feel the 
effects of a war boom. The once 
quiet hamlet is now buzzing 
with such activity as it could 
not have dreamed of a few 
Short years ago. The begin- 
ning of what will, unquestion- 
ably, be a mammoth trailer 
camp is already taking shape 
on the east edge of the town. 
The one pay station which we 
have maintained in the local 
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drug store—with infinitesimal 
collections throughout’ the 
years—is now carrying a ca-| 
pacity load. Numerous pay 
stations on the reservation will 
eventually change this situa- 
tion, of course. 


Similar floods, twenty-five 
and thirty years ago, always 
preceded seasons of splendid 
crops—so, looking for the 
silver lining in the clouds, one 
is encouraged to believe that 
the devastating drouth period 
of recent and searing memory 
| has definitely been broken! 


Our manual exchange at 
Mead was cut to dial in 1940— 
the unit being located in a 
small brick-and-tile structure 
on the rear of the Company- 
owned property which former- 
ly housed our chief operator- 
cashier. A nice assortment of 
second-hand furniture has 
now made the house available 
for living quarters for our em- 
ployees, and in it Messrs. Bur- 
den, Jackson, Musselman, De- 
Wolf and Cruickshank dwell 
together in peace and comfort 
throughout the work week. 
Our folks eat their meals at 
the big temporary cafeteria on 
the reservation—where most 
excellent food can be secured 
for a modest half dollar. 


The “News” will, in future 
issues, endeavor to keep em- 
ployees informed upon the 
progress of those matters 
which it is possible to discuss 
in connection with the or- 
dnance plant and the Lincoln 
air mechanics school. At the 
moment, however, we want to 
register the opinion that the 
ordnance plant is one of the 
most strikingly impressive de- 
velopments our territory has 
ever seen—and: one which can 
never be adequately covered 
in these pages! 


Installment Loans 


Subject To New Rules 


RECENT executive order 

of the President of the 
United States makes rather 
drastic changes in regula- 
tion “W” affecting installment 
credit. The “News” feels that 
a brief resume of the changes 
will be helpful to employees 
in their dealings with our Em- 
ployees Cooperative Credit as- 
sociation, or with other loan 
organizations. 

Money borrowed for the 
payment of miscellaneous bills 
which were contracted prior 
to May 1, 1942, must be repaid 
within 12 months from that 
date. Money borrowed for the 
payment of such bills con- 
tracted subsequent to May 1, 
must be repaid within six 
months. The minimum month- 
ly payment on any loan is 
$5.00. 

Money borrowed for the 
purchase of listed articles 
(which 
everything) can run for a 
period of 12 months, provid- 
ing the legal down payment 
(20% or 3314%, as the case 
may be) has been made to the 
supplier. Loans for the pur- 
chase of automobiles or motor- 
cycles can run for a maximum 
of 15 months. 

Exemptions from the above 
rules are made in the cases of 
loans for educational, medical, 
hospital, dental or funeral 
purposes. Loans secured by 
real estate first mortgages are 
also exempt from the new 
regulations. 


“Lincoln Flood” 
From Page I, Col. 5 


the flood. In the days fol- 
lowing the flood, temporary 
installations were made 
through windows to new in- 
struments—with replacement 
of inside wiring following as 
quickly as possible after base- 
ments were emptied. 


The “News” staff photogra- 
pher shot a number of inter- 
esting pictures of the flood 
during the morning of May 
11, and we hope to print some 
of these in the June issue. The 
flood was the first to hit Lin- 
coln in many years and was 
caused by excessive rains 
south and west of the city. 


“Happiness Ahead” 


|G lpomech WEBER, operator at 
Cook, was united in mar- 
riage to Leonard Kavanaugh, 
Tecumseh, at St. Paul’s Evan- 
gelical church at Osage. The 
ceremony took place at seven 
o’clock, Sunday evening, April 
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19. After a short wedding trip, 
the newlyweds will reside in 
Tecumseh. 


Mary Supernaw, cafeteria, 
was married to Harlan James 
at the Bethany Christian 
church parsonage the evening 
of April 27. Rev. Paul C. 
Becker officiated. 

e @ 

Myrtle Cornell, North Loup, 
was united in marriage to 
Donald Kapke of the construc- 
tion department. The cere- 
mony took place Sunday, 
April 26 at Pleasant Dale. The 
couple will be at home to their 
many friends after May 1. 


April “Accident 


Quiz” Winners 

$5.00 Cash Award—R. H. 
Gray, Manager, Weeping. 
Water. 


$3.00 Cash Award—C. H. Hab- 
erman, Manager, Friend. 

$2.00 Cash Award—Earl Eich- 
enour, Foreman, Construc- 
tion Department. 


HONORABLE MENTION 


Robt. Schouborg, Wire 
Chief, Beatrice; Roy Mills, 
Dist. Clerk, Beatrice; J. R. 
Manners, Plant Dept., Seward. 


As summarized from the 
various papers received, the 
following is the solution to the 
April Accident Quiz question: 


1. _Who or what was at fault? 
The combinationman was at 
fault. 


How could it have been 
avoided? 

This accident could have been 
avoided by pulling the slack 
from the drop pole. 


What steps should be taken 
to prevent a repetition? 
Whether a new drop is being 
installed, or an existing drop 
is being repaired, the slack in 
the drop should be taken up 
from the drop pole. Under no 
conditions should slack be 
taken up or pulled from the 
house end of the drop. This 
procedure was clearly indi- 
cated in the solution of the 
accident quiz question for 
October, 1941. 


While the drop wire being 
caught in a lilac bush was a 
contributing factor in this ac- 
cident, no fall would have re- 
sulted had the combination- 
man been in proper position 
on the drop pole with his 
safety strap around the pole. 


MORE PICTURES OF OUR 


BOWLERS! 


Here are the rest of the pictures which our staff photographer shot during the closing sessions of the 
Lincoln employees’ bowling season. 1. Bob Waller, plant department, puts a lot of deadly concentra- 
tion into his efforts. 2. A new view of our plant superintendent—the well known Mr. Behm. As one 
of our Company officials, he’s had his face in print so often that we thought you’d enjoy a different 
type of picture! 3. One of our best feminine bowlers—Wilma McIntire, of the Lincoln business office. 
4, Always good at any form of uthletics is “Coach” C. C. Donley, assistant general traffic superin- 
tendent. 5. An interested group around the scoring tables. From right to left, front row, we pick out 
Bob Anderson, “Muggs” Stebbings, Merle Hale, F. E. Behm, Rod Andrews (pointing, as usual), Bed- 
ric Wanek, Dewey Nelsen and Guy Seaton. 6. A rare example of high class “form” in bowling is ex- 
hibited here by Sam Jackson, eastern district clerk. 
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Personalities 
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Kastern District 
Phyilis Taylor 
David City 
INCE April 7 when Catherin North- 
q way spent the day in Omaha saying 
a fond farewell to the boy friend, she’s 
had the “navy blues.” . A farewell 
party was held at the rest rooms on 
the evening of April for WBileen 
Michael. Jackie Kasparek Lusher 
Lincoin, formerly a David City op- 
erator, was also a guest. Huge quantities 
of potato salad, baked beans, etc. were 
Diled < the plates by Jennie Griffin 
and 
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nd Irene Swan, but nevertheless the 
able to attend the movie 
Kileen planned to aitend 
the Electronic Radio Television Institu- 
tion of Omaha, but a few days later 
he gi were glad to learn that Eileen 
had consented to delay her education 
and remain here a few months to act 
as instructor. ... We have word that 
I Allen has received a transfer to 
Lincoln office and plans to leave 
last of April. We're all wishing you 


were 


the best of luck and happiness in your 
new position, Iro. . . A welcome is 
extended to Ann Stump, the latest 


newcomer to the office... . The story 
goes that Moreane Alidritt, chief oDp- 
erator, was spending an evening at a 
neighboring town. She met a friend 
who greeted her with “Hi, Chiefie’” and 
then overheard a fellow standing 
nearby say, “Huh, Indians!” ; 
Catherin Northway spent the week-end 
of April 18 in Anselmo visiting friends, 
and Dorothy Funkhouser spent the 
same week-end in Platte Center... 
Alvin Osborne of the plant department 
came to work the other day complain- 
ing that he felt as if a truck had run 
over him. Finally he confessed that 
he'd been taking exercises to lose 
weight. Maybe Al] is thinking seriously 
about this army business and is get- 
ting in shape for his uniform. 


Nebraska City 


The Nebraska City area has had sev- 
eral surprise attacks from the members 
of the traffic department. Following a 
shower and party for Kathryn Parker, 
we were confronted with a counter 
attack, when Phyllis Fritsch presented 
uS With the news that she had eloped 


to Rockport, Mo., with Gene Priest. 
= nero of the Pearl Harbor attack. 
Phyllis was a new toll student and has 


made many friends since she has been 
with us. To you, Phyllis, we wish the 
or everything in your new home 
in land of “Golden Sunshine.” 
News from Kathryn Parker enlightens 
us to the fact that she is now a full- 
fledged Operator at Junction City, 
Kansas. . - Beautiful spring weather 
orimes tO our mind and heart not only 
the thought of flowers but the inner 
joy it brings our soul. It portrays on 
the faces of our operators lightness, 
So00aness, and joy as each one goes on 
ner way to her individual enjoy- 
ments, such as Mrs. Combs enroute to 
a banquet in Lincoln or Evalyn 
-prague visiting in Wymore over the 
week-end, catching Marge Long hurry- 
ing for her home in Murray for one of 
her mother’s home cooked meals, also 
Betty Janssen who can hardly wait to 
be with her family again in Sterling 

A very important day it was when 
Christine (Reinackle) Forker  con- 
descended to pay us a visit, bringing 
with her Martha Ann, and Mr. Forker. 
Former assistant chief at Nebraska 
City, it was quite natural to have her 
with us again; the sincere and earnest 
effort put forth in her work shall 
never be forgotten in our office. An- 
Other visitor in our office was Mrs. 
Mel Neibrugge, formerly Erleen Haase. 

. In training we have several new 
Students, including Josie Shoemaker in 
toll training and Clara Neuhalfen é 
tormer operator at Dunbar who is now 
working in our office. New local 
teacher in our office is June Milow. 
Evelyn Lettelier conducted supervisors 
class on April 14, discussing messenger 
calls much to our enlightment. Kate 
Owens, regular night operator has been 
working a month of days, and is al- 
most ready ‘to go back to her night 
shift. . Edith Rivett enjoyed a fev 
days off visiting her sister in St. Louis 
Ruth Langenfeld visited said family 
in Earling, Iowa over Easter. 


hoc? 
MES L 


in the 


Platismouth 


Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Bull and daugh- 
ter spent the week-end of April 18 
visiting at David City. . Mr. and 
Mrs. Jos. Abrams spent the week-end 
April 24 visiting with their mothers 
at Dorchester. . . . Eunice Copenhaver 
spent the week-end of April 24 visiting 
relatives and friends at Syracuse... 
Mary Alice Ault had a birthday April 
29, the birthday club presented hr 
with a lovely gift. ... Doris Leesley is 
wearing a diamond. Congratulations, 
Voris! . 

Weeping Waiter 


. a: Lorensen, spent April 20 
n Lincoin shopping and visiting 
friends. Eugene Lamberson of 
Raymond, Nebraska spent the week- 
end of April 24 visiting with his father, 
A. E. Lamberson at Weeping Water. 
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Lincoln Departments 
Ruth Brown 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departmenis 
The old saying about “In the spring 
@ young man’s fancy, ete.” has been 
revised in these days to “turns to 
thoughts of slapping the Japs” or 
“turns to thoughts of a Victory gar- 
den!’ The latter holds true among the 


men in this department. The gardens | 


range in sizes from Bob Ross’ 4 foot 
Square affair to the large plot of 25 
varieties, hoed and plowed by Dewey 
Nelsen. Harold Hoeppner is working 


of | 


! 
a tomato patch on a partnership basis, 


and John Backstrom’s garden is still 
just a dream. One ot the first 
“Springy” evenings, about April 23, 
,drew the subscriber’s accounts depart- 
‘ment of the revenue section, to Pioneer 
/park for a picnic. Ten girls attended, 
,enough for a bang-up game of base- 
|ball, including an umpire! A wiener 
roast followed various activities. Th« 
_girls went home, tired but happy! The 
/picnie turned out to be sort of a “‘Fare- 
well” party for two girls, Violet Hal- 
| Vorsen and Dla Mae Campbell, who 
| resigned to accept other positions. . . 

| The revenue section now has two new 
/members, Marilyn Jane Hoyt and Max- 
j}ine White.\Take a bow, girls! ... May 
Ellis is helping out in the addresso- 
graph. Evidently, she really threw her- 
self into her work—which is a nice 
| thing to do, except when using a 
paper cutter! Such being the case, 
Mrs. Ellis cut an artery in her thumb, 
thus giving Harold Brady a chance to 
try out his first aid lessons. Mrs. Elli 
is glad that he had completed the les- 
son on “arteries, etc.’”’ and didn’t have 
to give her the treatment for a broken 
arm or something!... Marguerite Hol 
brook vacationed in April, spending 
time in Washington, D. C., where she 
visited relatives and saw the famous 
Washington cherry blossoms. Several 
days were spent visiting a _ special 
soldier in Maryland. . .. Doretta Har- 
nett went to Ong May 1 to visit her 
parents over the week-end. ... Frances 
Koontz has joined the engineering de- 
partment, as has Boyd Brewster. Wel- 
come, people! Frances is taking car: 
of stenographic duties in connection 
with the work of B. C. Burden at the 
Nebraska ordnance plant. ... Victor 
Musselman is also applying his numer- 
ous abilities at the Wahoo plant. Think- 
ing there is a lot in a name, M 
“Muscleman’’ offered to help unload 
some ‘“‘shoe boxes” from a truck at 
the plant. He nonchalantly started to 
pick up a small box, intending to 
“stack” several but, much to his sur- 
prise, when he lifted just one he 
practically fell flat on his face! The 
“shoe box” contained lead! What’s in 
a name, hmmmmm?... We are sorry 
to report that S. F. Bush is confined 
to the Veteran’s hospital because of 
arthritis. We hope that he will be able 
to be back with us soon. ... An in- 
come tax investigator visited the de 
partment, but it was all very friendly. 
| The investigator was Guy McDowell, a 
|former member of the department, 
now a resident of Colorado Springs. 
Mr. McDowell was this column’s cor- 
respondent before his departure. We 
should have asked him to be a “guest 
writer.” But then again, it would be 
a shame to let you have something 
really good, dear readers (if any), it 
might spoil you! 
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lication of the “News.” 


of the telephone family is Joyce Tucker, operator at Syracuse. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Dick Lahr 


Fine thing, here ‘tis, “News” time 
again and nothing to write about—that 
is, except to tell you that Dorothy 
Wallick has become a woman of the 
world! A prospective bride, she has < 
beautiful diamond, second finger left 
hand, or is it the third, we mean 
finger! Congrats! And Oh! yes, we have 
a new employee, Genevieve Cox. We 
are glad to have you with us, Gene. 
vieve! Goodness, gracious sakes 
alive, we plumb forgot (wish we could 
forget) we just had a whing-ding of 
a picnic on Wednesday, April 29. £ 
few of the local jerks (and we do mean 


jerks) “Slugger’? McDowell, “Butch” 
Quinn and “Spanky,” we mean 
Spahnle, come spring, they got the 
“fever” and nothing would do but 


that we have a clam-bake. Well, no 
kiddin, we really had a swell time, and 
real good food, thanks to the commit- 
tee, Bill Quinn, Lois Tucker, Dorothy 
Wallick and Joan Finch. (Yours truly 
was also elected, but in such fast com- 
pany had to drop out owing to : 
nervous condition which just couldn’: 
stand it.) We had big ole fat steaks 
potatoes, salad, and all the trimmings 
down to ice-cream and coffee. Ah, the 
coffee! It wasn’t strong, but just the 
same when McDowell spilled some c 
the picnic bench, it ate right through 
the top, and that ain’t hay! All in al. 
everyone really had a swell time, ever. 
though Newens did all of the cookin’ 
and let us tell you, Newens really 
cooks a mean steak. ... As you all 
know, in the past when “Ot” Gorman 
had a birthday it was really a “rec. 
litter’ day, we mean the place would 
really get littered up with gifts. Some 
of the nicest ones you can imagine 
such as dead mice from Joe Hartley, 
broken ping-pong balls from Joe 
Hartley, ancient fruit from Joe Hart- 
ley, mouse traps from Newens, and so 
on down the line. Well to make a longs 
story short, because of war regula- 
tions and on account of National De- 
fense, Gorman’s birthday went by un 
acclaimed this year, and as a result 
Gorman became ill and had to remain 
home for a few days to recover. It 
just goes to show you what suffering 
war brings with it! All kidding aside, 
we are very glad that “Ot” is back to 
work again and feeling much im- 
proved ... Verna Alexander went to 
Omaha one day this past month and 
did we “Mischa!’’, Verna, we’ll say we 
did, but the truth of the whole thing 
is that Verna had the luck to see 
Mischa Auer, the movie star in person 
on the stage of an Omaha theater. She 
reports him to be very entertaining. 
. . Well, kids, time is running short 
and so is news, but for a big surprise, 
we've been saving a red hot news 


in the 


flash till last and here it is! First, we 
would like to apologize for omitting 
this tasty item from the last issue of 
the “News,” but you know how it is, 
sometimes those things can’t be helped. 
Anyhow, here we go, (suppose you’re 
all getting nervous and excited) Joan 
Finch, the local commercial ‘‘Wow 
gal”’ has chosen a mate! Here’s the way 
it happened. Joan has a boy friend 
who is now a cadet in the Naval Air 
Corps in Corpus Christi, Texas, but of 
course he had to learn to fly, and he 
therefore was stationed at Kansas City 
for a time just 200 miles from Lincoln. 
Now being only 200 miles, Joan de- 
cided to go down and bid him farewell 
the week-end he was scheduled to 
leave for Texas—and what do you 
think happened, Joan came home 
“pinned!” (That’s college for “going 
steady”’ or in the higher circles, ‘‘en- 
gaged.) Well as we have always 
been told, there’s no uSe crying over 
“spilled milk!’ If you know what we 
mean. 


General Offices 
Christine Witt 


The general commercial department 
was very sorry to lose Lorraine Mar- 
tin, who accepted government work at 
the Grain Exchange Building, Omaha. 
“Good Luck” to  Lorraine—but a 
hearty ‘‘Welcome’”’ to Bonnie Nelson, 
who has been employed in the local 
business office and is now taking Lor- 
raine’s place. ... We received a very 
interesting letter from Lorraine. She 
enjoys her work which is’ divided 
between acting as a receptionist and 
taking dictation. The work of a re- 
ceptionist isn’t as simple as one may 
think—during one hour in the morning, 
She had 48 phone calls and 42 inter- 
views! She extends best wishes to all 
her “telephone friends.” ... This de- 
partment also lost another girl. (Per- 
sonally, we hope it isn’t catching!) 
Mary Kalhorn (formerly Mary Giunta) 
accepted a position as “Notary Public’”’ 
at the Lincoln Municipal Airport. She 
likes her new work fine, and feels 
quite at home since Emmy Lou Vorhees 
is also employed there. Mary’s place is 
filed by your correspondent, formerly 
of the addressograph section of the ac- 
counting department. ... Bob Peter- 
son has been having a new boy accom- 
pany him on his route of the mail. 
When questioned, he would not hand 
out any information. In spite of his re- 
fusal, we have found out through other 
channels that Bob is being transferred 
to the supply department at the ware- 
house. We welcome Roger Moore who 
is taking his place as mail room boy. 

. Mr. F. J. Bettenhausen, of the 
treasurer’s office, accompanied by his 
wife and daughter, Maxine, of the Lin- 
coln traffic department, started on a 
vacation trip May 2 to Seattle, Wash 


ington to visit their son and brother, 
Don. He is employed in the engineering 
department of the Boeing Aircraft. 
They had a most pleasant visit and 
had the opportunity to ‘“sight-see” by 
car and train as they drove their son’s 
car to Seattle and returned by train 
via Portland and Denver. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Ruth Schulte 

Due to a decided increase in the 
number of long distance calls being 
placed, and due also to the fact that 
many of our operators have left us for 
other positions—career and housewife 
—several new girls have been em- 
ployed. (So the welcoming committee 
is being kept busy!) Here are four girls 
that started in the local class instructed 
by Mildred With, March 31. They are 
Ruby Baehr, Elizabeth Kroeger, Bar- 
bara Gibbs and Betty Jean Anderson. 
Then Monday, April 13 brought six 
more new faces to the operating room 
—Velma Baade, Beulah Boyd, Patricia 
Cady, Maxine Campbell, Ethel Heffley 
and Lorene Sieck. Minnie Paul taught 
these girls the duties of a local orp 
erator. ... Our girl with the cheery 
disposition, ‘‘Gen” Johnson left us 
April 9 to take the position of P. B. X. 
operator at Bankers Life. And since 
she didn’t go so very far away, we'll 
be expecting her to pay us frequeni 
visits. We’ll be looking and listening 
for you, “Gen!” . Lois Ailes, toll 
operator, left for Las Vegas, April 11 
to be married. She will make her home 
in California, where her husband-to-be 
is employed in a defense factory. ... 
We're glad to see Zeta Thomas back on 
the local force after a couple of weeks 
“vacation” convalescing from a recent 
visit to the hospital. . Idris Sell, 
assistant chief operator, and Charlotte 
Leininger, toll supervisor left April 30 
to make their home in California. 
Good luck and best of wishes to you 
both! . . . Marjorie Binning, local op- 
erator, resigned April 11 to take a job 
at the Woodmen Accident Co. here in 
Lincoln. . . . April 6 to April 20 was 
vacation time for Marilyn Naden. She 
visited relatives in Iowa and also 
gadded about with friends in Wichita 
and Manhattan, Kansas. ... Two toll 
classes, one a day class and one a 
night class, began session Monday, 
April 27, with Maxine Matison and 
Mildred With as instructresses. The 
students include De lLores Glover, 
Eileen Olson, Mary Boyd, Florence 


Buchanan, Jenne Eis, Lois Schrader, 
Vivian Walton, Dorothy Lucas, and 
Neva Kapke. . .. We’re sending our 


best wishes to Washington, D. C., this 
month to Ruthie Liebers, former op- 
erator in this department, and also 
former ‘‘News” reporter, who was mar- 
ried April 11 to Robert Ellis, also of 
Washington, D. C. ... Visitors to the 


1. Introducing Christine Witt, of Axtell, Kansas, who recently joined the general commercial department and will assist with the pub- 
2. A striking camera study made in the office of General Auditor I. J. Devoe—the man with the telephone. 
As you can see, a remarkable view of the famous Nebraska capitol tower is obtainable from Mr. Devoe’s office. 
stenographer in the Lincoln main office switchroom. 4. Mrs. Pearl Freeman, chief operator-cashier at Table Rock. 5. A new member 
6. This attractive smile belongs to Donna Phillips, operator at Tecumseh. 


3. Meet Eileen Hisey, 


7. And here’s the young man who smiles constantly nowadays—even when he’s mad. You are feasting your eyes on the impeccable 


tarial Service position. 


fashion-plate of the Lincoln business office—Mister Howard Spahnle. 
moment for the cameraman. He doesn’t get a chance to do this very often. 


8. Assistant Traffic Superintendent C. C. Donley relaxes a 
9. Mrs. Vera Wasson, Lincoln traffic, is shown at the Secre- 
10. Here we present Clara Jones, order supervisor in the revenue section of the accounting department, Lincoln. 


_ She knows all the answers about famous old Form S.N. 50, and does a grand job “keeping ’em rolling.” Behind Miss Jones is Rose Riggs, 
control clerk in the subscribers’ accounts unit. 


Month's News 


telephone convention at Omaha, Ne- 
braska were Erma Dilworth, Lauretta 
Rowley, Merlie Markuson, “Andy” An- 
drews, and Mr. Brewster, all of the 
general traffic department. ...A very 
pretty sparkler shines brightly upon 
the third finger, left hand of Gladyce 
Anderson, toll operator! Congratula- 
tions to you, gal! 


Lincoln Service Department. 
Dorothy Miller 

Several vacations were taken in the 
service department during the month 
of April. Elmer Ahl took one week of 
his vacation visiting with relatives in 
Chicago. Gerald Henderson, E. L. Mar- 
tin and E. E. Johnson spent their va- 
cation staying at home. M. H. Metcalf 
vacationed from March 30 to April 12 
working on his new home. R. R. Guth- 
rie spent nine questionably “pleasant” 
days serving on the jury in April. ... 
L. E Kerbaugh resigned April 8 to 
take up farming again. His farm is lo- 
cated about thirty-eight miles north 
of Springfield, Missouri. Ee! 2 
Livingston was recently transferred to 
the service department from the shop 
to fill the vacancy left by L. E. Dal- 
ton, night testboardman. Wok 
Stewart, A. M. Newens, R. Brendle, 
A. M. Geist, R. E. Wait and B. Wanek 
have been transferred to the switch- 
room, taking central office equipment 
training. . .. A few changes made in 
the custodian’s department are: Elmer 
Ahl and R. E. Grant transferred to the 
shop. New employees are: Harold Sack, 
Cornelius Groendyke and Arthur 
Phillips. . . . Dorothy Payne spent the 
week-end of April 18 in Omaha. She 
reports a grand time. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
F, L. Tefft had as their guests last 
month their daughter Mrs. Florence 
McCloskey and grand-daughter Lois 
Ann. ...C. T. Ford and H. Jenkins 
were off work a few days in April on 
account of the flu. ... We are all glad 
to see L. H. Pierce back on the job 


after having been absent for several 
weeks, 


Supply Department 
John Reed 

Your correspondent was “out of the 
picture” last month as the result of a 
Slight (?) indisposition that kept him 
home for the first two weeks of April. 
Thanks to our able “pinch-hitter” Da 
Hansen, we were able to live up to our 
“business as usual’ slogan and keep up 
our monthly supply department 
column. . . . We wish to express our 
Sympathy to L. A. Stacy, supplies ac- 
countant, whose mother, Mrs. Francis 
Stacy of Springfield, Nebraska, passed 
away at Auburn, on April 8. Funeral 
Services were held in Auburn on April 
11, and burial was in the London ceme- 
tery. ... Ray E. Overcash left May 4, 
on a 30-day leave to visit relatives on 
the West coast. He is taking his wife 
with him to Seattle, Washington... . 
R. J. Donaldson was on vacation April 
19 to May 2. We understand he speni 
most of the time at home working on 
his plumbing. . . John Fischer and 
William Rosenthal have just completed 
the construction of an outboard motor 
boat for B. C. Burden. B. C. B. has 
put up his luxurious cabin cruiser for 
the duration and will content himself 
with short trips on the Missouri river 
in the outboard. Maybe the impending 
gasoline rationing had something to 
do with his decision. . . . With 3000 
Lincoln people partaking in the War 
Bond drive during the week of April 
26, we find among the suppliers do- 
ing their part as Minute Men soliciting 
Victory pledges from their neighbors: | 
Ardell Robison, Lowell Johnson, Kent 
Eno, and E. T. Westerhoff. Wess was 
one of the captains during the drive. 
Talking about Wess reminds us that 

he has been making the rounds of 
second-hand stores in the city buying 
up used furniture for the telephone 
building at the Wahoo Ordnance Plant. 
He met so many dealers of the Hebraic 
fraternity that he is getting to talk 
with his hands, too! ... Well, would 
you believe it! Ila Hansen has been 
taking ground school training in an 
aircraft school to qualify for a pilot’s 
license. She is a member of the Women 
Flyers of America and hopes someday 
to be able to fly over the building and 
wave to us. . . Betty Klienschmidt 
was ill for three weeks in April with 
pneumonia. We are all glad to see her 
back on the job and her former self 
once more. Take care of yourself, 
Betty, and don’t let that happen 
again! Our labor turnover has 
been pretty heavy lately as the result 
of increasing war demands. Loren Neal 
enlisted in the Signal Corps of the 
United States Army and left on April 
20 for an unknown deStination after 
taking a week’s vacation. Ralph Culver, 
B. D. Pattison, and Lester Livingston 
were transferred to the service depart- 
ment to replace Max Elliott, Ed Piper, 
and Lloyd Dalton of that department 
who resigned during April. James 
Miller resigned on April 14 to work for 
the Burlington railroad. We wish all 
the best of luck! ... To replace the 
men we lost, we now have the follow- 
ing new employees: Donald Rutledge, 
who is driving the delivery truck, and 
Robert Humister and Robert Tucker, 
who are working in the general shop. 
Additional employees have been ob- 
tained through transfers from other 
departments; these are: Robert Peter- 
son from the mail room, Elmer Ahl 
and Richard Grant from the custodian’s 
department at the main building, and 
Joseph Nosky from Nebraska City. The 
first three are working in the shop, 
and Joe is in the storeroom. ... We 
also have two new part-time em- 
ployees who are going through the 
University of Nebraska, Gus Douvas 
and Floyd Hensen. Gus is replacing 
Allan Behm, who resigned April 1 to 
spend more time at school. Donald 
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employees 


Wood a 


in the organization throughout the 
tong years of his service with the 
Company. It will be remembered that 
Homer was obliged to take sick leave 
last January because of an eye diffi- 
Our best wishes to you, Homer! 
We have had additienal corre- 
spondence from Boyd Wedgwood who 
was recently sent from Sheppard Field, 
Texas to Scott Field, Tilinois. Because 
of this sudden transfer, Boyd was un- 
able te get in touch with Bev Oft, who 
then in quarantine at Sheppard 
Field. Although we have had only 
meager details about Bev, we hear that 
he is getting along all right now, and 
is in good health again. Incidently we 
are writing round-robin letters to these 
two boys, also to Donald Cunningham, 
who is a first lieutenant student officer 
the Armored Force school, Fort 
Knox, Ky. 


Southern District 
Roy Mé£ils 
Auburn 
Martha Snyder and Thayer Morgan 
are our new student operators, wel- 
come girls. ... Vera Clark and Geneva 
Harvey were in Omaha March 24... 
Biggest news of all: That big sparkler 
on Barbara Schmidt’s third finger, 
left hand! We're all curious to know 
when the wedding’s to be, but Jim 
and Barb aren’t talking. ... Catherine 
MeLain has been on our sick list for 
this month. 
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Beatrice Commercial Department 
Lorraine Maixner is our commercial 
clerk. .. . Florence Buehler fell out of 
her chair during the reading of the 
April “News” story about our wire 
chief. 
Beatrice Plant Department 


Your newsboy from Beatrice is 
weighing each word because the 
“News” editor really put him on the 
spot before he started writing the 
news. All the plant boys are tell- 
ing how their gardens are growing. 
Our three-leaf-shamrock testboardman, 
Daniel Higgins, holds the biggest tin 
medal. He claims that one of his vege- 
tables was so large that two policemen 
went to sleep on one of his beats 
(beets) . . . Another well spoken boy 
is Harlan Gillespie, he talked so loud 
of how his old trusty .22 could take 
those Japs that our most congenial 
Navy Recruiting Officer next door 
eame dashing over to sign him up. If 


anvbody needs a .22 rifle, come and | 


ret it 


Beatrice Traffic Department 

Well, spring has came, the grass has 
iz, and we know where the flowers is. 
Few of you realize that while spring 
was stealing upon wus, 
partment hare at Beatrice has felts a 
little like Noah’s Ark. Now don’t 
get us wrong, we have no animals 
just pairs. Spring makes you think of 
vaeations and Vey Warren and Pauline 
Bott are no exceptions. This pair of 
girls are using the same pair of weeks 
to vacation in. Vey is just taking life 
easy and Pauline is caring for her 
mother who is recovering from an op- 
eration. Berdina Wieck and Ruth 
Phelan paired off April 23 and went 
shopping in Lincoln. A pair of beau- 
tiful, third finger, left hand diamonds 
are adorning our office. Naida Hawes 
and Helen Dunn are each wearing one 
for safe keeping. Geraldine Peterson is 
single now but she is pairing off some- 
time in May when she exchanges her 
headset for a Coast Guard at Bay 
Shore, N. Y. Best of luck and happiness 
to you, Jerry. . . . Norma Tachovsky 
spent the week-end of April 19 at her 
home in Swanton tending her mother’s 
injured foot. . Will someone ask 
Helen Grunewald what she means by 
making those little girls carry her 
when they went hiking the other Sun- 
day. ... Everyone was happy a few 
weeks back to walk in the office and 
find Mrs. Crone back after her illness. 
. To Pauline Bott, we wish to ex- 
press our depest sympathy at the pass- 
ing of her father. 

Cook 

Helen Weber visited in Lincoln, 
March 26. ... Mary Alice Osborn was 
a Lineoln visitor March 27. ... Ida 


Townsend attended the Women’s club 
convention in Pawnee City, March 24. 


Crab Orchard 
Mrs. Sharp has been at the bedside 
of her mother who is very ill in a 
Beatrice hospital. 


Douglas 
Mrs. Bradley visited in Lincoin, 
April 16 and 23. 
Fairbury 


Miss Willey, chief operator at Bea- 
trice, visited us March 21. ... Mary 
Jackson was hostess at a _ surprise 
shower honoring Mrs. Thelma Stych, 
formerly Miss Thelma Aubert, with the 
eirls of the Fairbury exchange as 
guests. The evening was spent play- 
ing cards. Mrs. Stych was presented 
with a lovely gift. 


Friend 


Minnie Metcalf, Gladys Lisk, of York 
and Moreane Alidritt of David City, 
were office visitors, April 11. 


Pickerell 


Mrs. Davis, chief operator, spent her 
birthday with her daughter and family 
in Alma, Nebraska, April 11. 


Sterling 

Mabie Weyers was a Lincoln visitor, 
April 6, and an Adams visitor, April 
ll... . Esther Firtz spent the week- 
end of April 4, visiting at Adams... . 
L. F. Broman was a York visitor, April 
ll... . Helen Wehmer was an Omaha 
visitor, April 26. ... Ruth Probst was 
a Lincoin visitor, April 24. 


is leaving the Company on) 
May 14, and Floyd is to take his place | 
.. The Lincoln plant department; over the week-end of March 28... 
giving Homer} Dorothy Osterthun spent the week-end 
defense bond, a tobacco humi-| of April 4 in Lincoln and Clatonia.... 
dor, and a pipe in token of the strong | Joan Lempka attended the Army pa-|. 
bond of friendship with his co-workers | rade in Omaha, April 6. . 


Tecumseh 
Wayne Meshier visited his parents 


. . Donna 


| Jean Phillips attended the Music con- 


test at Peru, April 18... . Our sympa- 
thy is extended to Golda Thompson at 
the death of her nephew, Gene White- 
head. Gene was killed in a car acci- 
dent near the Great Lakes Training 
Station. He enlisted in the Navy in 
January and was on duty at that place. 


Wilber 


Amelia and Ann Aden were Lincoln 
shoppers, April 9. 


Wymore 


Milly Lane, cashier, visited in Oma- 
ha the week-end of April 17, she is 
still wearing the ring she received on 
another trip to Omaha. ... Viola Dunn 
was employed as an operator at our 
Wymore exchange. ... Our sympathy 
to Dorothy McNulty, whose father 
passed away on March 25 at Wymore. 


Western District 
Lloyd W. Cleveland 
Bruning 
Maude Lindeman and Marian Corn- 


ell spent April 14 at Glenvil, visiting 
friends and relatives. 


Geneva 


Nita Griffin, chief operator, who 
has been confined to her home due to 
iliness was taken to the Good Samari- 
tan hospital at Kearney for treatment. 
At present, Miss Griffin is at the home 
of her sister at Miller, Nebraska, re- 
cuperating. We hope that she may soon 
return to her home. ... In honor of 
Geraldine Hourigan of San Rafael, Cal- 
ifornia, a former employee of the Com- 


pany, a six o’clock dinner was given at 


the home of Muriel Pearson. Former 
employees of this exchange who work- 
ed with Jerry were invited also, so 
one can imagine the “Gab-Fest” which 
took place, to say nothing of the par- 
taking of food. Those present were 
Geraldine Hourigan and her sister, 
Kathleen, Mrs. Ruby Simovsky, Mrs. 
Louise Brower, Mrs. Gladys Stiers, Mrs. 
Muriel Pearson, Frances Hutchens, 
Frances Bobbitt, LaVerne Ogg, Erma 
Dixon, Doris Brower, Mildred Kapper- 
man, Helen Hillyer and Elsie Sole. Miss 
Griffin was unable to attend due to 
illness. . . . Geneva exchange seemed 
to be the home of the gangs for a 
week or two. At one time, five gangs 
were in and out of the office, namely: 
Foster’s, Comb’s, Hansen’s, DeWolf’s 
and Moss’. These men have been 
working on toll lines in connection 
with the new underground cable... 

Chas. J. Crew, area manager, attended 
the state telephone convention held 
at Ornaha, April 14, 15 and 16.... 
Ruby Taylor is our new relief oper- 
ator. She began training Aprilil.... 
Frances Bobbitt visited in York and 


| Helen Hillyer visited a sister at Cen- 


| 


the Traffic de- | 14, 


| 
| 
| 
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tral City the week-end of April 11 to 
Helen had such a terrible time 
making bus connections that she says 
thai will be the last time she will 
leave for a long, long time. She said 
she almost lost her “Sunday manners” 
when the second bus pulled out right 
in front of her nose. As a result she 
was three and a half hours late getting 
home and had to call from Grand 
Island asking that someone else take 
her place at the switchboard until her 
arrival. ... W. R. Minich and family 
visited in Plattsmouth and Omaha, 
April 18 and 19. On their way home 
they stopped and took in the sights at 
the Wahoo ordnance plant. 


Hastings Traffic 


Marie Pearson returned last week 
from an enjoyable vacation in Louisi- 
ana and other points in the South.... 
Margaret Yetman and ‘Mickey” George 
have returned from a vacation in Tex- 
as. Both girls reported having had 
a swell time. Evelyn Pratt is 
recovering from an appendicitis opera- 
tion and will be back with us soon, 

. Celestine Walters spent a week- 
end in Omaha not so long ago, and on 
the way home met a sailor bound for 
San Francisco. . . . Marguerite Buttell 
left last Tuesday for a two weeks’ 
vacation in Southern California. ... 
Beth Borley and Eleanor Sundstrom 
spent one week of their vacations rest- 
ing up in Hastings. Beth also enjoyed 
the company of her boy friend who 
was home on furlough from Keester 
Field, Méiss. Gladys Wilson is 
spending this week in Albion. ... 
Our office welcomes Miss Dunbar and 
Miss Cornell, new student operators. 
} . Sylvia Krueger has left our de- 
partment and is in defense work at the 
Dutton-Lainson Company in Hastings. 


Hebron 


The Hebron office is a proud posses- 
sor of the certificate showing the He- 
bron exchange 100% for employees 
payroll deduction for War Bonds.... 
Fred Adkins, manager at Osceola, was 
a welcome visitor at our office, April 
20... . Geo. T. Jones attended the 
telephone convention at Omaha, April 
14 and 15. ... Bette Long, operator, 
spent Easter Sunday with friends in 
Kansas City. . .. It seems that our 
girls have taken to this fine spring 
weather. Irma Hoffmeyer and Alice 
Poppe have obtained good breakfast 
appetites as a result of frequent morn- 
ing strolls, while operator Lucile Poppe 
has taken to fishing. Her report is 
having caught two fish. This sounds 
fishy, but she claims it is more than a 
fish story. 


Ohiowa 


Mrs. Bess Nippert is taking her two 
weeks’ vacation visiting her son and 
family at Valisca, Iowa. 


Osceola 


Dorothy DeLand, operator, enjoyed a 
week of her vacation beginning April 
27, and spent the time at home. 


Polk 


York visitors were Jo Ann Lindberg 
on April 7 and Leona McConnell, chief 
operator, April 25. .. . Clara Anderson, 
operator, spent April 22 in Central 
City. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


Shelby 
Margaret Gabrield, operator, spent 
April 21 in Omaha... . Mrs. Carroll 


visited her daughter, Carlotta, in Lin- 
coln over the week-end of April 18. 
. . Miss Westley, night operator, at- 
| tended the Lincoln district conference 
of the Methodist church for ministers 
{and laymen, held at Lincoln, April 20. 


Superior 


Area Manager, Frank Kubat, attended 
the Nebraska telephone association 
convention in Omaha, April 14 and 15. 

. . Mildred Scott, assistant chief op- 
erator, went to Denver for a week- 
end to visit a very special friend who 
is a member of the U. S. Army Air 
Corps. ... Five girls from the traffic 
department who were shopping recent- 
ly in Hastings were: Lucille Kempkes, 
Lucile Shellhase, Thelma Atkins, Cozie 
Bruckert, Nellie Jacobitz. . .. Tele- 
phone service came close to being in- 
terrupted in Superior the other day 
when Cozie Bruckert returning from 
a relief period was unable to find her 
headset. Panic was averted when Cozie 
finally found her missing headset 
locked securely in her locker instead 
of in her headset compartment... . 
Lucile Shellhase has completed her 
toll training. . . . Clarinda Lake, op- 
erator, spent last week-end visiting in 
Columbus and Omaha. ... Helen Reno 
is a new toll student. 


York 


Minnie Metcalf, chief operator, and 
Gladys Lisk, assistant chief operator, 
spent the week-end of April 12 vis- 
iting the offices at Fairmont, Friend, 
and Wymore. . . . New local students 
under the instruction of Madeline 
Davis are Lela Friesen and Nyla 
Peters. Also Maxine Barrett is in- 
structing Velma Barson and Peggy 
Marble as new toll students. ... Mem- 
bers of the traffic and commercial de- 
partments helped Velma Barson cele- 
brate her birthday, April 21, by helping 
her eat one of her three birthday 
cakes. “Contented cow” expressions 
were prevalent the rest of the after- 
noon. We all hope Velma has another 
birthday, but soon! ... That far away 
look in Gladys Fellow’s eye is caused 
from being lonesome. She bid a fond 
farewell recently to her boy friend 
who joined the armed forces. ... Va- 
cations are starting off with a bang 
with Madeline Davis leading the list. 
She is westward bound—that is all she 
can say. And, by the way, the bru- 
nette wandering around the halls isn’t 
a new girl, it is just Madeline with a 
new hairdress. ...B.I. Noble sets a 
shining example for killing two birds 
with one stone. It seems that while 
attending a meeting of the Minute Men 
for the sale of defense stamps and 
bonds, B. I. nobly consented to take 
a number of rural homes for his ter- 
ritory. After completing his inter- 
views with each family, Mr. Noble 
was heard to remark, ‘All those people 
and I didn’t sell one telephone.” .. 
During the last month the carrier 
eauipment in the York office on the 
Lincoln-Salina and associated lines was 
cut into service by George Mehuron. 
| This marks the completion of the in- 
stallation of the York equipment in 
connection with the underground 
cable, and the new heavy toll lead go- 
ing south out of York. ... “Swede” 
Foster and his gang have been in York 
the past two weeks on a rebuild esti- 
mate for the Polk-Bradshaw toll line. 
. . » Rene Weis, Alex Pauley and Bill 
Mouden have been causing the Blue 
river catfish to wish that F.D.R. had 
never thought of War time... . Dan 
Huyge has spent the last three weeks 
in York soliciting for the fall directory, 
and the traveling auditor, Mr. Bush, 
spent the past week on the annual 

York audit. 


May Service 


Anniversaries 


Thirty-Eight Years 
W. O. Bundy, Fairbury. 
Thirty-Four Years 
J. C. Gilchrist, Wahoo. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Jessie Landon, Seward. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
L. C. Anderson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 


G. W. Hansen, Lincoln; T. R. 
DeWolf, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


H. G. White, Lincoln; J. H. 
Hartley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 


Otto Nelsen, Lincoln; Chas. 
Riedel, Lincoln; Geo. C. Mann, 
Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
M. F. Egan, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Michael Scanlon, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
Laura Sires, Lincoln; Ida Town- 
send, Cook. 
Twenty-One Years 
C. F. Peachman, Lincoln; Mar- 
garethe Moeller, Seward; W. J. 
Knudson, Lincoln; J. L. Baxter, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Ivan Paddack, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
Irene Swan, David City; T. 
Chinnock, Lincoln; E. F. Burke, 
Nebraska City. 
Seventeen Years 
Hilda Wallengren, Plattsmouth; 
Ralph Wait, Lincoln; M. H. Met- 
calf, Lincoln; L. C. Jenkins, Lin- 
'coln; K. W. Eno, Lincoln. 
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Fifteen Years 


Elsie M. Powell, Lincoln; Tilla 
Phipps, Burr; H. O. Gillespie, 
Beatrice. 

Fourteen Years 


James Smith, Auburn; A. L. 
Johnson, Lincoln; C. W. Helm, 
Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 


Ruth Stewart, Wahoo; W. T. 
Nyden, Lincoln; E. J. Flowerday, 
Wahoo; Moreane Alldritt, Ne- 
braska City. 

Eleven Years 


Alethea Schulling, Raymond; F. 
J. Donovan, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 
Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 


Louise Schmidt, Beatrice; 
Elizabeth Moredick, Fairbury; 
Minnie Metcalf, York; L. W. 
Cleveland, Hastings; O. F. Buck, 
Lincoln. 

Seven Years 


Rolland R. Winders, Lincoln; 
Judith Watson, Wahoo; Daraleene 
Pennington, Humboldt; F. N. 
Nave, Fairbury; Elmer Ahl, Lin- 
coln. 

Six Years 


Mayme Wayman, Wilber; Dora 
Pliessel, Milford; Erma Hruska, 
Tecumseh; Effie Harbour, Hum- 
boldt; Naomi Anderson, Beatrice. 


Five Years 
P. G. Garvey, Lincoln. 


Kiwanis Safety Awards 
To 59 Company Drivers 


HE annual Kiwanis Club 

banquet was held on April 
24, at which certificates for 
safe driving were awarded to 
drivers of 22 firms in Lincoln. 
Three hundred and twenty- 
seven certificates were issued, 
59 of them to drivers of this 
Company who had driven 
from one to ten years without 
an accident. Our 60 Lincoln 
drivers drove 540,802 miles in 
1941 with only one accident, a 
rate of .18 accidents per 
100,000 miles. 

With 59 eligible drivers re- 
ceiving Safe Driving Awards, 
the telephone group was the 
largest entered in the contest 
by any firm. The drivers in 
the contest by years are as 


follows: 

Ten Years: Art Albers, F.E. Behm, R. 
N. Brendle, J. A. Dobbs, C. C. Donley, 
C. G. Hedstrom, A. C. King, C. H. 
Liebhart, H. F. McCulla, L. H. Pierce, 
G. O. Seaton, F. M. Strasser, E. 
Wedgewood, and H. Zimmer. 

Nine Years: W. P. Conn, J. C. Miller, 
W. T. Nyden, C. Pierce, D. C. Travis, 
and Rex Winders. 

Eight Years: K. B. Cary, J. Pugsley, 
W. H. Spurlock, O. E. Wohlberg. 

Seven Years: Don Aydelott, C. Boyles, 
Jess T. May, G. E. Miller, P. A. 
Schmeltzer, and B. Wanek. 

Six Years: Paul Guelker, Oliver Lahr, 
R. C. Parsons, and H. Studier. 

Five Years: R. A. Carlson, R. L. Clin- 
ton, H. S. Knudson, E. L. Martin, C. 
S. Nevins, R H. Stebbings ,and R. A. 
Waller. 

Four Years: A. M. Geist and F. Ku- 
chera. 

Three Years: A. S. Keckler. 

Two Years: Milo Caslasky, C. W. Kees- 
ter, J. A. McKinzie, R. A. Pugsley, 
L. G. Saunders. 

One Year: J. L. Baxter, C C. Artz, F. 
Darnold, D. C. Gilmore, H. E. Jenk- 
ins, G. B. Keith, B. R. Overcash and 
Harry Smith. 


“Journey's End” 


O THE bereaved ones who 
are left to mourn, we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy from 
the employees of this Com- 


pany. 


JACOB B. MINICH, age 87, 
father of W. R. Minich of 
Geneva, passed away at 
Friend, March 24. Services 
were held at the Methodist 
church at Friend and inter- 
ment was in the Friend 
cemetery. 


MRS. FRANCIS STACY, 
Springfield, Mo., mother of 
L. A. Stacy, supplies ac- 
countant, died April 8 at 
Auburn. Funeral services 
were held at Auburn and 
burial was at the London 
cemetery. 


A. J. KEESTER, father of 
Carl Keester,: service de- 
partment, Lincoln, passed 
away at his home in Seward, 
April 13. Funeral services 
were held April 16 at Chain 
& Wood Mortuary at 


"WITH THE COLORS’ 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 


D. W. Cunningham, 
Supply Department. 


Phil Garvey, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Giles H. Gere, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Jack Huddleston, 
‘Supply Department. 


L. P. Neal, 
Supply Department. 


Bev Ott, 
Supply Department. 


Ted Ray, 

Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Dan Smith, 

Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 
Supply Department. 


Seward, and interment was 
in Wyuka cemetery. 


ROLLAND H. KING, brother 
of Arthur C. and Ercel W. 
King, employees in the plant 
and commercial depart- 
ments respectively, died 
April 25, at Grand Island. 
Services were held at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Grand Is- 
land on April 28. Mr. King 
was a former employee 
serving as night switch- 
boardman in Lincoln pre- 
vious to his leaving in 1917 
to enter the service. 


FRANKLIN P. DAMON, of 
Dawson, father of George 
Damon, combinationman at 
Humboldt, passed away 
April 14 at Humboldt. Fu- 
neral services were held at 
the Dawson Evangelical 
church, in charge of Rev. C. 
E. Nichols. Burial was in 
Heim cemetery. 


JAMES McNULTY, father of 
Dorothy McNulty, operator 
at Wymore, died March 25. 
Funeral services were held 
at the Catholic church at 
Wymore, Father Wagner of- 
ficiating. 


MRS. ANNA PEACHMAN of 
Lincoln passed away May 6 
at a local hospital. She was 
the mother of Henry and 
Charlie Peachman of the toll 
testing department, Lincoln. 
Funeral services were held 
at Wadlow’s chapel. Inter- 
ment was in the Wyuka 
cemetery. 


Village Named “Telephone” 


There’s a village by the name 
of Telephone down in Texas. Its 
citizens gave it that name 41 years 
ago, when they met in a little 
general store to give the place a 
name which would be acceptable 
to the U. S. Post Office Depart- 
ment as well as to themselves. A 
lineman had just finished string- 
ing the town’s first telephone 
wire. So that decided the issue. 
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State Convention 
Was Well Attended 


HE 48rd annual convention 

of the Nebraska Telephone 
Association, held in Omaha on 
April 14 and 15, was attended 
by more than 200 members 
from all parts of the state. 
Prominent in the convention’s 
activities from the Lincoln 
Company were General Audi- 
tor I. J. Devoe, who spoke on 
tax matters, and Merle Marku- 
son and Lauretta Rowley, gen- 
eral traffic department, who 
assisted in conducting the op- 
erators’ conference. 

Otto Fuerst, of Scottsbluff, 
was chosen president for the 
coming year. George M, 
Kloidy, of Lincoln, was again 
named _ secretary-treasurer. 
Other officers elected were F. 
C. Thrasher, Red Cloud, vice 
president, and H. L. Frentress, 
Omaha, and C. A. Patterson, 
Arapahoe, directors. General 
Commercial Superintendent 
H. F. McCulla, of this Com- 
pany, was re-elected as a di- 
rector. The 1943 convention 
will be in our territory—with 
Hastings in the role of host 
city. The 19386 convention was 
held in Hastings, and it was a 
most successful gathering. 


Fishing Fans 


| Drive For Members 
OWED Johnson, Wesley 


Haas, John Fischer, Her- 
man Studier, construction de- 
partment, and E. L. Martin, 
service department, were of- 
ficials at the first annual Kid’s 
Fish Day Outing sponsored by 
the Nebraska Better Fishing 
association at Oak Creek lake 
on April 26. This was a high- 
ly successful affair. Incident- 
ally, the boys are sponsoring a 
sort of a membership drive 
among telephone employees to 
increase the roster of the Lin- 
coln chapter of this organiza- 
tion. The local group has done 
much to improve Oak Creek 
lake in many ways, such as 
setting out shrubbery, start- 
ing additional fish, and plant- 
ing moss and water lilies in 
the lake. Members do not 
have any special privileges 
other than receiving angling 
data, but have the satisfaction 
of sponsoring activities that 
improve fishing spots and pro- 
mote more interest in the 
sport. Further details may be 
obtained from E. L. Martin of 
the Lincoln service depart- 
ment. 


It still is possible to look up 
Hitler’s telephone number—Berlin 
11-6191 — in the British Who’s 
Who, reports the United Press, 
although chances of getting a call 
through are right slim. The 1942 
edition of the book, published 
January 16, also covers Mussolini. 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 
For April, 1942 


Central District 


Eastern District— 
David City 
Nebraska City 
Plattsmouth 


Beatrice 
Fairbury 
Tecumseh 


Hastings 
Hebron 
Stromsburg 
Superior 


Gain or Loss 
Since 
January 1, 1942 


—283 


Volume XXIV 
Elizabeth Morrison 


Retires From Service 


Started With Auburn Com- 
pany In 1903; Switchboard 
In Her Home Until Dial 
Conversion. 
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Miss Morrison in her garden 


on June 1, Miss Morrison re- 
tired under the provisions of 
our pension plan. Although 
her service with the Lincoln 
Company dated only from 
January 1, 1919—at which 
time the Brownville exchange 
was acguired—her total serv- 
ice dates back to March Il, 
1905. The earlier years were 
spent as operator at Brown- 
ville for the organization then 
operating throughout Nemaha 
county — the Auburn Tele- 
phone Company—of which one 
of our present directors, Mr. 


G. E. Codington, was the ac-| 


tive head. So far as the “News” 
is able to ascertain, the ex- 
change was located in Miss 
Morrison’s home at the time of 
the Auburn Company’s incep- 
tion, and it remained there 
throughout all her years of 
employment. This, it seems to 
us, is a most remarkable rec- 
ord and one which it would be 
hard to duplicate elsewhere 
in our territory. 


We understand that Miss 
Morrison and her brother will 
continue to reside in the home 
they love so well—in its pic- 
turesque setting on the side of 
one of Brownville’s many 
blufis, surrounded by great 
oak and maple trees and the 
lovely lawn and flower gar- 
dens to which both have de- 
voted a life-time of care. The 
“News” salutes Elizabeth Mor- 
rison for her long years of 
loyal, useful service and for 
her charming and hospitable 
personality. We know that her 
latch-string will always be out 
for telephone friends who 
come to relax for a bit amid 
the beauty she has created. 


Hastings Gets 


Huge Arms Plant 

A $45,000,000 naval ammuni- 
tion depot was announced for 
Hastings on June 11. The es- 
tablishment will be a loading 


plant and storage depot, and | GiGICSIGe Tata 


will be permanent. This is the | during May totaled 


third huge war industry to 
come into our territory. It is 
expected to employ 3,000 peo- 
pie, and cover 30,000 acres. 
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| More Plant 


‘Men Leave Company 


See the May issue of the 
“News” was published, 
there have been additional de- 
_partures from the ranks of our 
experienced plant men. Walter 
F. Klich, combinationman at 


‘and will be greatly missed. 
‘Guy C. Artz, recently trans- 
ferred from Lincoln to Beat- 
rice as cable splicer, resigned 
on May 21 to work in the 
peeventh Corps area. Also go- 
ing into civilian war work was 
‘Walter Geist, Lincoln switch- 
man, who resigned on May 31. 
_Another valuable employee to 
| depart—one who will be sore- 
ly missed because of fine abil- 
ity and modest personality— 
was Bob Lausman, electrician 
in the general shop, Lincoln. 
Bob resigned on May 15, and 
leit at once for California 
where he will become a farm- 
er. All these men helped us 
to give good service to the 
public. We regret their de- 
parture, but we wish them the 
/ greatest possible success. 


Heavy Hail 


Storm in York 


HE hail storm which hit 

York about 5:30 p. m., on 
May 11, was said to be the 
most damaging experienced 
there in 25 years, and one in 
which the greatest quantity 
of hail fell in the memory of 
‘the oldest inhabitant. The 
‘storm unloaded its heaviest 
barrage within the city limits 
of York—therefore, the crop 
|damage was slight. However, 
| in York practically all gardens 

rere destroyed, as well as 
flowers and small shrubs, and 
‘there was considerable dam- 
‘age to trees. 


| By the time the storm sub- 
sided, practically all the 
streets in York were raging 
| streams. Water ran into the big 
new underpass to an extent 
that filled it with eight feet 
of hail and water. Many base- 
ments were flooded. The 
greatest damage was to roofs. 
It is estimated that 80% of the 
roofs in the city suffered vary- 
ing damage—some being a 
total loss. 


Coming at a time when 
stores and offices were clos- 
ing, the demand for telephone 
service reached almost an 
all-time high. There was a 
62 ampere load on the switch- 
board at the peak of the storm, 
and Wire Chief George Me- 
huron was kept busy replacing 
blown line relay fuses caused 
by the excessive load. Opera- 
tors who had just completed 
their shifts were held on the 
job and every position on the 
board was in use. At many 
times all the cords were in use. 

Local troublemen got on the job 
immediately to repair storm dam- 
age. Many drop wires were badly 
damaged and later inspection 
showed that the hail pounded the 


braid off almost all except the 
newest drops. 


Somewhat “famous” for its lack 
of moisture during the past nine 
years, York area has been blessed 
this year with an abundance of 
Precipitation 

7 inches, as 
compared with 1.92 inches in 1941. 
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The top picture shows the new four-position P.B.X. board recently 
installed in Lincoln to remove the “Information” load from the big 
toll board and permit the use of all its 42 positions for toll. The new 
Lincoln air mechanics school, with its more than 50 pay stations, will 
greatly increase the load on the big board. The lower picture shows 
student operators “two deep” as they watch veteran operators work 
at a section of the Lincoln board. So unusual a sight merited a 
picture, it seemed to us. 


Company Provides Home for 
Out-of-Town Operators at Wahoo 


Plant, located near 
Wahoo, together with the in- 
crease in population, has 
caused a_ tremendous in- 
crease in both local and toll 
traffic throughout the area. 
Where 8 or 9 girls were for- 
merly required to handle the 
traffic at Wahoo, 18 girls are 
now employed and more are 
to come as soon as the new 
4-position toll board is in- 
stalled. 

In an effort to meet this 
situation, the Company has 
leased a large house in 
Wahoo, located at 110 East 
8th Street, one block from the 
Telephone Office, as a dor- 
mitory for girls. This house 
provides comfortable and 
suitable living quarters for 
those out-of-town girls who 
would otherwise be forced to 
commute since all living 
quarters space has long since 
been exhausted in Wahoo. 

Mrs. Maymie Ayers, for 
many years a Lincoln resi- 
dent, is hostess and manager 
of this dormitory. The house 


wow 
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is furnished in a home-like 
manner, with living room, 
dining room, kitchen, and 
basement laundry and show- 
er bath facilities. The sleep- 
ing rooms are for the most 
part on the second floor and 
at this time, about 12 girls 
can be accommodated. Be- 
cause of irregularity of hours 
worked by operators, it is not 
possible for all meals to be 
served at the house but Mrs. 
Ayers is equipped to furnish 
breakfast for any girls desir- 
ing it. The room cost has been 
very moderate to each girl. 

The first four girls to take 
advantage of residence in the 
dormitory were Mrs. Cath- 
erine Anderson, with experi- 
ence as a local and long dis- 
tance operator in Ashland; 
Clara M. Long, recently 
transferred from Nebraska 
City where she was a local 
and long distance operator; 
Dorothy Vant, who had 


worked for the chief operator 
at Raymond, and Elaine Patz- 
loff who received her train- 
ing in Wahoo last December. 


| Because of the fine moisture con-| Dormitory life for telephone operators is provided by the Company 

ditions during the fall, winter and | in this house at Wahoo. Out-of-town girls who are members of this 
spring, the outlook for winter| busy town’s operating force are welcomed to the homelike atmosphere 
wheat and spring grains is the| of the large house, without oe ache of finding living quarters 
elsewhere. 


best in many years. 


| Opening Golf 


—__.| Tourney a Success 
s AS in past years, the mem- 


bers of the Employees Golf 
Association—doing things the 
hard way—are not going to let 
themselves find a 1942 cham- 
pion without going through at 
least two tournaments. The 
first of these, a handicap affair, 
was run off over the Pioneer 
course, in Lincoln, on Sunday, 
June 7. 


A total of 17 golfers, from 
Lincoln and the territory, 
turned out to drag their weary 
bodies through the “rough’— 
which is practically hip high 
this year. Some of the boys 
disappeared completely from 
sight in the “tall uncut”—and 
emerged along toward evening 
looking like refugees from the 
Lewis and Clark expedition! 
Frank Kubat, of Superior, was 
red hot. He seldom wandered 
from the fairway and he won 
the tournament by shooting a 
92 which, minus his handicap 
of 26 strokes, stood up for a 
sparkling 66. A. B. Gorman, 
of Lincoln, turned in the low 
medal score of 84. (The fact 
that Gorman was the score- 
keeper for his foursome caused 
practically everyone to view 
his 84 with deep suspicion and 
generated many dark and in- 
sulting remarks!) If they had 
been giving a prize for high 
net score, John McKinzie—the 
man who knocked himself 
bow-legged with his own mail- 
box—would have won it hands 
down when he tottered to the 
finish with an appalling 103! 


In the special events, Dick 
Morgan, of Syracuse; Gerald 
Caley, of Fairbury; and Lew 
Anderson, of Lincoln, were the 
prize winners. 


High spot of the tournament 
was the tremendous loss of 
golf balls—in a year when the 
pellets are as hard to come by 

'as rubber tires. Hole No. 4 at 
the Pioneer course has a lovely 
water hazard—and this lake 
was practically paved with 
golf balls by the time the last 
of our merry men had finished 
shaking his fist at it. John 
McKinzie whisked five (count 
’em) balls into this lake—and 
it took brute force to keep him 
from throwing his clubs and 
bag right in after them! John, 
who doesn’t care any more 
about a golf ball than he does 
about his next breath, felt that 
the day was even blacker than 
the one on which he tried: to 
tamp himself into the ground 
with his mail box! Charley 
Crew, of Geneva, also dumped 
one ball into the lake—while 
Clyde Boyles sent four to the 
fishes, Lew Anderson added 
three more and E, A. “Tip- 


|| Toes” McKenna tossed in two. 


In addition, Adrian “Anybody- 
See-My-Ball” Newens, Lin- 
coln—who went right out into 
the rough on his first shot and 
stayed there all afternoon— 
lost eight balls and had to fin- 
ish out the day hitting dande- 
lion heads! Lew Anderson also 
spent so much time among the 
high weeds that somebody 
handed: him a scythe, and ad- 
vised him to use his golf swing 
to some purpose! Tom Risser, 
as usual, didn’t see a weed all 
afternoon—he was _ splitting 
the fairways with his ac- 
customed relentless regularity. 


A picnic dinner at the Pio- 
neer Park picnic grounds fol- 
lowed, after which the day’s 
prizes were presented. As we 
mentioned previously, a cham- 
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COMPANY PUSHES 
TRAINING PROGRAM 


Departure of Key Workers 
To War Duties Spurs 
Activity In Training 
Replacements. 


| Firitesree with a growing need 
for trained replacements for 
departing plant and traffic em- 
ployees, both these depart- 
ments have embarked upon in- 
tensified training programs. 


The traffic department’s 
problem has been made acute 
by the presence of the ord- 
nance plant at Mead and the 
air mechanics school at Lin- 
coln. Pressing task at the mo- 
ment is to train toll operators 
in Lincoln to handle the ex- 
pected Long Distance load 
which will come in August 
when between 15,000 and 18,- 
000 young men will be located 
in the school. 


Out of a total force of 92 
toll operators in Lincoln, 36 
have been with the Company 
less than one year. In order 
to come reasonably close to 
keeping up with the losses in 
operators, it has become neces- 
sary to conduct two toll train- 
ing classes simultaneously. 


The plant department, 
which has had training pro- 
grams of various kinds in op- 
eration for many years, has in- 
tensified its efforts in this di- 
rection. Recently in operation 
were a cable splicing class, a 
dial COE class and an outside 
plant class. 


The cable splicing class, un- 
der the instruction of L. C. 
Anderson, was formed to train 
replacements for splicers re-— 
cently lost to the Seventh 
Corps Area. Additional cable 
work due to the war activities 
in our territory increased the 
need for trained men, and it 
was decided to take present 
employees and train them for 
emergency work instead of at- 


tempting to secure outside 
help. 


The dial COE class, in- 
structed by Howard Smith, 
was formed to provide replace- 
ments for switchmen who 
have left us for war work, as 
well as those who will leave 
in the future. Anticipated 
growth in dial units in Lin- 
coln will also require addi- 
tional maintenance men. More 
men will be trained as the 
need becomes evident. 

The outside plant training 
work is no new venture for 
this Company, as many such 
classes have been held in the 
past under that competent vet- 
eran instructor, Ernest Wedg- 
wood. Replacements have been 
trained successfully in the art 
of outside maintenance, and 
more classes will be held as 
the need for combinationmen 
arises. Mr. Wedgwood be- 
lieves in giving his pupils 
practical experience—as was 
evidenced during a late spring 
sleet storm when he put his 
most recent students out with 
the crew which re-established 
service on the David City- 
Wahoo toll circuits. The “un- 
dergraduates” came through 
in fine style. 


pionship tournament will un- 
doubtedly be held in the fall 
—since this June affair never 
convinces anybody of any- 
thing! 
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“Cr0ss_-Jalk” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


i dow almost daily departure of many of our best employees, 
both male and female, as reflected in recent issues of the 
“News,” is going to make it hard to keep telephone service 
up to our usual high standards. They are serving their coun- 
try in various ways—these departing employees of ours—and 
we see them go with mixed regret and admiration. But our 
volume of service requirements is bound to rise in the immedi- 
ate future. The lush green farmlands, brought into being 
by the apparent return of normal rainfall in Nebraska, give 
indications of a bumper crop year—and: a greatly increased 
demand for telephone service. To this must be added the un- 
usual war-time demands stimulated by the presence of war 
industries in our territory. Elsewhere in this issue, we tell 
something about the strenuous efforts of our plant and traf- 
fic departments to keep our Company supplied with trained 
workers. Every department, however, is feeling the effects 
of the constant labor turn-over. Those of us who remain for 
the duration will have to work harder—and be ready at all 
times to lend a helping hand to less experienced associates. 


Here’s a story about Frank Walters, combinationman at 
Beatrice—and if you don’t know Frank you have missed 
acquaintance with a real character. Frank likes his “eating 
tobaceo” and always carries a big plug of his favorite brand 
—but he’ll go for a “chaw” off YOUR plug any time he gets 
a chance. Figures it saves the wear and tear on his own 
supply, one assumes. One morning not long ago he arrived 
in the basement of the Beatrice office. The plant boys usually 
gather there about 30 minutes ahead of time in order to 
enjoy a bit of pinochle before tearing into the day’s work. 
As Frank strode in, he was just taking his first “chaw” of 


the day—a mere nibble—from a brand new plug of “Horse-/| erson 


shoe.” He dropped the nice new plug into his overall pocket 
—~-from whence it was stolen shortly thereafter by his best 
friend and severest critic, Dan Higgins, the testboard virtuoso. 
Everyone but Frank saw Dan “lift” the tobacco so, when 
Brother Higgins generously passed it around, even the non- 
chewers got aboard the band-wagon and took healthy bites. 
The plug, greatly reduced in size, finally got back to Higgins, 
who offered it to his friend Walters. “Have a fresh nibble, 
Frank,” said Dan, handing it over. ‘Nibble my eye,” chortled 
Frank. “Listen, mister—when I get a crack at your eating 
tobacco I really sink the old fangs in.” Whereupon, he con- 
temptuously tossed away the tiny bite he had been masticat- 
ing and proceeded to gnaw out of the remaining plug a half- 
moon so enormous that strong men shuddered and some of 
the boys warned: “Go easy there, Frank—you’re liable to 
bite your own fingers. Why, you won’t even be able to close 
your mouth on that one!” Frank sneered. “Don’t you worry 
about me,’ he mumbled. “Ive handled bigger chaws than 
this one—when [ve had a crack at a borrowed plug.” Dan 
was inclined to argue this point. “The only way you could 
handle a bigger chaw than that one,” he said, “would be to 
take out your store teeth and slit your mouth from ear to 
ear!” After a bit more of this sort of repartee, Frank tried 
to hand the tiny remainder of the plug back to Dan. His 
bulging cheeks emphasized the look of utter content upon his 
facee—a look which changed to one of unutterable horror 
as Mister Higgins nonchalantly remarked: “Oh, just keep 
it, Frank—it’s yours!” Bellowing with rage, Frank frantically 
started slapping his pockets. His fury verged on apoplexy 
as he realized that his precious new plug had, indeed, become 
common property. He continued to rage and threaten all 
and sundry for days afterward. Only one little ray of light 
penetrated his gloom. Two of the boys—Harlan Gillespie 
and Roy Mills—are not devotees of eating tobacco. They had 
taken big bites in order to help the joke along, and they had 
been foreed to hold these bites in their respective jaws so 
long that they became violently ill and wished they had never 
been born! Frank, I hear, was very happy about this angle 
—but he’s still looking for a chance to nail Brother Higgins. 


But things happened to Dan a few days later—things 
which make Frank feel that there is justice in the world after 
all. Dan has a neighbor who likes to play pranks, too—and 
the two men lose considerable sleep thinking up new 
‘“whizzers’ to pull on each other. Dan hung a bucket of 
water above the door inside his neighbor’s garage—hoping, 
of course, that this most ancient of practical jokes would give 
Friend Neighbor a bath. But the intended victim spotted the 
trap and carefully poured out the water and refilled the bucket 
with a mixture of old crank-case oil and ancient red barn 
paint. He then invited Dan to rush over and see some second- 
hand tires which, he indicated, he might be persuaded to sell. 
The word “tires” had an electric effect upon Daniel. He 
forgot all about the pail over the door, and barged through 
the entrance in great innocence—receiving the whole noxious 
mess plop on his white-haired and respected dome! They do 
say that the bucket went right down over his ears, and that 
his protesting “glub-glubs” could barely be heard as he stag- 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


“Happiness Ahead’ 


UCILLE VOLLWEILER, 

chief operator at Hastings, 
was married to Richard Steph- 
enson of Ventura, California. 
The wedding took place Tues- 
day evening, May 12 in the 
music room of the Hotel Lee- 
wood in Ventura. Captain Mc- 
Kinny, Army chaplain, per- 
formed the single ring cere- 
mony. 


Mabel Camp, of the traffic 
department at Beatrice, be- 
came the bride of Corporal J. 
Dean Liedtke, Jr., Beatrice. 
The wedding took place in the 
First Methodist church at 
Long Beach, California on 
Sunday, May 10. 


Madeline Davis, of the traf- 
fic department at York, was 
married to P.F.C. Jay E. Shaf- 
fer on May 8. The marriage 
took place at the First Metho- 
dist church in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 


Mary Margaret Schmidt, 
general commercial depart- 
ment, was united in marriage 
to Dean Pohlenz, May 22. The 
ceremony took place at the 
Trinity Methodist church, Lin- 
coln, at ten o’clock in the 
morning; Rev. Buxton  of- 
ficiating. 

e @ 


Ruby Baehr, Lincoln opera- 
tor, was united in marriage 
May 23 to Max Kiburtz. The 
wedding took place at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran church in De- 
Witt, Nebraska. Rev. Goes of- 
ficiated. 


The marriage of Anna Ped- 
, Lincoln operator, and 
Harold Flemming took place 
May 29 at the parsonage of the 
Free Methodist church, in Lin- 
coln, with the Rev. D. V. 
Smith officiating. 


Gladyce Anderson, Lincoln 
operator, and Lieutenant 
Merle E. Ward were married 
May 23 at the parsonage of 
East Lincoln church. Rev. W. 
P. Hill officiated. The couple 
will live in California where 
Lieutenant Ward is stationed 
at Camp Roberts. 


Alice Tracy, Lincoln opera- 
tor, was united in marriage to 
Fritz Sienknecht, June 6. The 
wedding took place at St. 


Paul’s Evangelical church, in|; 


Lincoln, at eight-thirty o’clock 
in the evening. Rev. F. C. 
Klick officiated. 


Helen Dunn, Beatrice traf- 
fic, and Corporal Douglas 
Buchanan were married on 
May 27 at Santa Monica, Cali- 
fornia. 


K. B. Cary Heads 


USO Drive In State 


K . B. CARY, central district 
\ commercial manager, Lin- 
coln, is experiencing fine suc- 
cess in his role of state chair- 
man of the USO drive for 
funds from Nebraska citizens. 
The national USO organiza- 
tion, which furnishes recrea- 
tional and educational facili- 
ties to service men through- 
out the country, is asking Ne- 
braska for $148,000, and Mr. 
Cary indicates that this 
amount and more will be 
forthcoming. He has working 
organizations in the various 
counties of the state, and the 
public is responding gener- 
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“Blessed Event’ 


OY GALLEY, of the ac- 
is 


counting department, 
the proud father of a son born 
on Sunday, May 24 at the Lin- 
coln General hospital. The lit- 
tle fellow tipped the beam at 
eight pounds, fourteen ounces, 
and has been named Thomas 
Kent. 


“Journey's End’ 


[‘O THE bereaved ones who 

are left to mourn, we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy from 
the employes of this Company. 


JACOB J. GESSNER, father 
of Hulda Gessner, secretary 
to President Woods, passed 
away late Saturday night, 
May 30, at the family home 
in Lincoln. Funeral services 
were held Tuesday at Splain, 
Schnell and Griffiths mortu- 
ary, Rev. F. C. Klick of- 
ficiating. 

MIKE PLACEK, father of 
George Placek, construction 
department, died at his 
home in Swanton, May 21. 
Funeral services were held 
at the W.O.W. lodge hall at 
Swanton, May 24. Burial 
was in the Bohemian Na- 
tional cemetery at Wilber. 


MRS. MARGARET JANE 
HINER, grandmother of 
Mrytle Hiner, business of- 
fice, Lincoln, passed away 
Sunday, May 31. Funeral 
services were held at the 
Tabernacle Christian 
church, June 3. Rev. Russell 
M. Bythewood officiated. 
Burial was in College View 
cemetery. 


“WITH THE COLORS’ 


R. D. Andrews, 

General Traffic. 

Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 

D. W. Cunningham, 

Supply Department. 

Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Giles H. Gere, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Jack Huddleston, 

Supply Department. 

L. P. Neal, 

Supply Department. 

Bev Ott, 

Supply Department. 

Ted Ray, 

Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Dan Smith, 

Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Howard Stroup, ? 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 
Supply Department. 
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spection of the line revealed 
a cross with a power wire, no 
attempt should have been 
made to open the telephone 
circuit for a test until the 
Power Company had cleared 
our line. 


What steps should be taken 
to prevent a repetition? 


After a windstorm, extra 
precautions should be taken 
in testing and clearing 
trouble. The testman should 
not rely altogether on a volt- 
meter test. Neither should he 
direct the procedure of clear- 
ing a case of line trouble 
without full knowledge of 
the surrounding conditions. 
In such cases, when line 
troubles are assigned to 
troublemen, the entire line 
should be inspected when it 
is known that the line paral- 
lels power wires, or is on 
joint construction. 


Rod Andrews 


May “Accident 


Quiz’ Winners 


$5.00 Cash Award—Thad New- 
house, Asst. Area Manager, 
Seward. 


$3.00 Cash Award — E. L. 
Welch, Construction Dept., 
Lincoln. 


$2.00 Cash Award — James 
Aldritt, Plant Dept., Friend. 


HONORABLE MENTION 


Geo. E. Fech, Construction 
Dept., Lincoln; C. H. Haber- 
man, Manager, Friend; R. H. 
Gray, Manager, Weeping 
Water. 


As summarized from the 
various papers received, the 
following is the solution to the 
May Accident Quiz question: 


1, Who or what was at fault? : ae 
Both the testboardman and|Receives Commission | 
fault D. “ROD” ANDREWS, 
popular toll line engineer 
2. How could it have been} in the general traffic depart- 
avoided? 


ment, was commissioned a 
first lieutenant in the U. S. 
army signal corps on May 19. 
He left June 15 to report for 
duty at Omaha. “Rod” has 
been an employee of the Com- 
pany ever since his graduation 
15 years ago from the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska college of en- 
gineering. His many friends 
in Company circles are pleased: 
that he has been selected to 
exact nature of the cross and receive this commission, and 
ground before attempting to| they are certain that he will 
open the circuit. If his in-|do a fine job for Uncle Sam. 


(a) Had the testman been 
more thorough in his test, he 
would have observed a hum 
on the line, which in most 
cases would indicate a cross 
with a power circuit. With 
this knowledge he_ should 
have cautioned the combina- 
tionman of the possibility of 
a cross with a power circuit. 


(b) When the combination- 
man was so informed, he 


the combinationman were at 
should have determined : 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


Wk activities, necessarily, will continue to require 
major interest outside of telephone work until the 
day of Victory, but we are glad to devote a few hours 
_ this month to the annual meeting of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter of Telephone Pioneers. Lew Anderson and his 
Committee are planning a fine time for 
the Pioneers and I hope it will be pos- 
sible for all of them to attend. 


The California Chapter which beat 
us by twenty-four hours in obtaining 
the distinction of being the first chap- 


ter of Independent Pioneers organized 

in the United States, will hold its first 

anniversary on the nineteenth of June, 

just one day ahead of ours. Their 

president extended me a cordial invita- 

tion to be their guest on that occasion. 

We have sent a letter of congratulations but decided to 
attend our own anniversary party instead. 


Patriotism to our country comes first, but in these 
days loyalty to our own industry which is essential 
to national defense is likewise commendable. So, we 
do not hesitate to ask you to join the Pioneers if your 
service record affords eligibility. 

—J. H. AGEE. 
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1. Working under: the supervision of Ernest Wedgwood (the man in the light hat who is talking to 


ously. Headquarters for the| Dick Grant and Bob Peterson) the latest outside plant class does some snappy work aloft. On the first 
drive have been set up in the pole are Elmer Daugherty and Elmer Ahl— while Howard Spahnle and Bob Humiston are on the 
second pole. 2. Two members of the cable splicing class—Ralph Culver and Ted Nyden—watch the 
old master, L. C. Anderson, wipe one of the new “Victory joints.” 3. The latest dial COE class. Front 


vacant ground floor room on 


gered blindly hither and yon—bouncing off clothes-line poles | the west side of our general of- 


and trees as he tugged frantically at the bucket! —N.O. 


| 


fice building. 


row, left to right: Alex Geist, Ralph Wait, Roy Brendle. 


Back row: Howard Smith, instructor, 


Adrian Newens, Bedric Wanek, Walter Stewart. 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


Eastern District 


m3 . 
PRYLIAS Lyior 


David City 


tires | 


The rationing of sugar and 
oesn’t seem to bother Lena Conrad, | 
operator, as much as the fact that no| 
more salt and pepper shakers will be | 
available. She will just have to be} 
Satisfied with the mere 189 sets that | 
she has, at least for the duration. .. .| 
Frances Roubal, contract chief opera- | 
tor of Bruno, was number one on =| 
‘vacation parade” this year. She 
spent a three weeks’ vacation visiting | 
in San Francisco and Los Angeles... . | 


meee 


he girls of the David City office | 

their mothers at a Mother’s |! 
breakfast held at the Perkins 
on May 10. ... May 23 marked 
very important day in the life of 
operator Ann Stump. Morene Alldritt, 
Rileen Michael and Ann left on the 
morning train for Lincoln to spend the 
Cav shopping. What is so remarkable 
about that? Do you remember your 
train ride? ... Girl meets girl— 
Dorothy Funkhouser spent a week-end 
ing friends in Platte Center, and 
should she meet, spending the 
Same week-end th the same family, 


honored 
Day 


hotel 


a 


first 


tric 
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with 


but Rita Simunaci, operator of Ne- 
braska City. Comes now this 


month Julia Hilger before the host of 
Company employees to hear, “Welcome, 
J . Iro Allen was the honored 


wlia.”’ 
t < 
« uila. 


guest at a supper given for her on 
April 28. After the supper, the girls 
bade fro “Farewell” with full hearts 
and full tummies. Mr. Vern 
Campbell left Saturday. May 23, ‘for 


Columbia, Missouri, to attend the grad- 
uation of his daughter, Helen, from 
Stephens college. He was accompanied 


by Mrs. Campbell and son, Gordon. 


Milford 
Phyllis Stahly has been employed 
recently as an operator to take the 
place of Wilma Danner, who is leav- 
ing for iowa. We all wish to welcome 
Phyllis, and bid farewell to Wilma. 


. June Stahly Parnham visited with 
us in May. She is a former employee 
and has been living at Biloxi, Missis- 


Sippi where her husband is stationed. 
Nebraska City 
‘News” according to “Webster” is 


recent intelligence or in- 
So with that as our guide, 
will to submit the interesting 
things our ‘‘traffic tricks’’ have been 
to this month. ... Marie Neuhalfen, 
a former member of the traffic de- 
partment, is now a civil service oper- 


transferring 
formation. 


we try 


ator at Washington, D. C.... Mrs. Jack 
Gabus, formerly Lois Pugh, is living 
in Long Beach, Florida. Her husband 
; a member of Uncle Sam's air force. 

A visitor, whom we are going to 
See lot of this summer, is Betty | 


Berger, now home from college and | 
ready to help during the summer vaca- 


tions. We welcome Woodrona | 
Puckett, Rosemary Komma, and Mary 
McKenzie! ... Margaret Long, an A-1 | 
operator (not recruit) has left the Ne- | 
braska City office for a position in | 
Wahoo. We might say, “It is with deep | 
regret,” but in words that have a/§ 


truer meaning, “‘We miss you, Marge.” 
We hope you'll be happy where you 
are. AS a person, vou've been a friend, | 
as a team-mate you’ve been. un- 
matched, and as a help to our office 
in general, 
paid. ... 


| 
| 
| 


tribute cannot be amply | 
“No taxation without repre- | 
sentation,” is the slogan as Mrs. Combs 
goes to bat to prepare a supervisors’ 
class on federal taxes. A chant 
that was echoed by four of the Ne- | 
braska City operators as they braved 
themselves for a picnic planned for 
about twelve operators at Arbor 
Lodge, was “Rain, rain stay away.” 
To their regret they found themselves 
scampering to a basement to enjoy 
what remained of what they had 
planned. ... Vacationers in the office 
include: Mildred Cohn, Rita Simunaci, 
and Betty Janssen. We're guarding to 
see that Mildred doesn’t leave for the 
east, as her address would probably be 
permanent. ... Rita Simunaci spent a 
week visiting at Platte Center and 
Omaha. .. Betty Janssen spent a week 
in Sterling, Nebraska, first time in 
three years. . Evalyn Sprague left 
on the ‘‘'Q-T”’ to stay with friends in 
Falls City. . Jean Jackson visited 
friends in Omaha for a few days. ... 
Ruth Langenfeld spent the week-end in 
Barling, Iowa. ... An acrobat in the 
Nebraska City office is Nadine Borland 
who isn’t content with merely riding 


a bike, so-c-o bruises and skinned 
knees were the outcome. ... We all 
express our sympathy to 


man, a former operator, whose mother 
passed away, May 15. We wish to con- 
vey our thoughts to her. 


Pilatismouth 


Hilda Wallengren, chief operator, 
teok seven days of her vacation begin- 
ning May 25 and ending May 31. Her 
time was spent entertaining her sister 
from Denver, 
Elva Johnson 
Monday, May 


who is visiting her... . 
and Doris Leesley spent 
25 shopping in Omaha. 


Pleasant Dale 


Hulda Kapke, chief operator-cashier, 
took her vacation the first two weeks 
in June. She spent her vacation visit- 
ing relatives in Lincoln. ... Mrs. Don 
Kapke took Hulda’s place during her 
vacation period. 


Seward 
Lydia Kriegshauser, chief operator, 
was the first vacationist of the Seward 
exchange. She took her vacation the 
last two weeks of May, and spent her 


time with relatives around Seward. 
The following employees have 
graduated from the standard Red 
Cross First Aid course: Laura Douty, | 


Lydia Kriegshauser, and Ivan Haith. | 
Dick Manners and Thad Newhouse! 
have completed the advanced course, | 

. Dick Manners spent the first two 


_be the bride! . 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


SCENES FROM LINCOLN’S RECENT FLOOD 
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1. Scene in Epworth Park, showing the destruction wrought to most buildings there by the “flash 


flood” of May 11. 


2. One of the few houses in Epworth Park which remained on its foundations. It is 


the property of Robert Ross, accounting department employee, and it was upon its roof that the Ross 
family took refuge for nine hours while the swirling waters tugged at the building. Mr. Ross is seen 
here as he started the heart-breaking task of cleaning up the debris. 3 A few of the “mud ball” tele- 
phone sets we removed from homes in the flooded area. 4. Looking southwest from the O street via- 


weeks in June visiting in the “old 
home town” of Wahoo. 
Tamora 


Mrs. Margaret Grubaugh, chief op- 
rator-cashier, spent Memorial Day in 
David City. She visited her son and 
his family. 


Utica 


Bertha Sommers, chief operator, took 
her vacation the first two weeks in 
May. The time was spent resting and 
visiting. She also visited the Seward 
office one day. ... Mrs. Nora Gumble 
helped during the vacation period of 
Bertha Sommers. She will be remem- 
bered by many of our employees as 
Mrs. Nora Parker. . Zella Marsh, 
operator, enjoyed herself the first 
two weeks in June, at which time she 
took her fourteen days’ vacation. 


Wahoo 


The new traffic employees at Wahoo 
are Dorothy Vant from Greenwood, 
Catherine Wilson, Ashland, and Mar- 
garet Long from Nebraska City . 
Welcome girls! Elmer Neujahr, 
formerly manager of the Citizens Tele- 
phone Company at Malmo, is now em- 
ployed in the Wahoo plant depart- 
ment. ... Irma Kelligren, former cash- 
ier and secretary in the Eastern Dis- 
trict office, was married on May 3, 
to Mr. Elmo Morris of Wahoo. Every- 
one wishes to extend to her many good 
wishes. . The toll business in the 
Wahoo area has been very good. Prac- 
tically every day Wahoo sets a new 
mark for the number of completed 
calls, and Mead has more toll business 
than any other tributary in the Com- 
pany. The operators at Wahoo are 
certainly to be complimented on the 
efficient manner in which they are 
handling this traffic load! 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Deparitmenis 
Ruth Brown 

We expected to receive samples of 
tne various “Victory Gardens” which 
were reported last month, but we are 
afraid that the boys are raising their 
“plain dirt’? crops so. scientifically, 
the poor radishes and things are so 
frightened their growth is stunted! 
"Tis said that John Backstrom’s tomato 
plants are holding their noses because 
of the moth balls placed hither and 
yon in the patch. But the rabbits are 
staying away and that was the idea! 
Bob Ross heard that gardens should be 
well watered, so he thought the flood 
at Epworth Park would be just the 
thing! However, the garden went away 
with the water, leaving only the hole 
Bob had dug so diligently! . For 
several days, Roy Galley was wearing 
a rut in the floor by pacing back and 
forth. Then after May 24 he came to 
work beaming and carrying a box of 
candy and cigars, and thus we learned 
that Thomas Kent Galley had arrived! 
Congratulations to the Galleys! 
Alvina Miller went to Minneapolis, 
May 23, to attend her brother’s wed- 
ding. Betty Cochran will attend 
a wedding on June 28. In fact, she’ll 
. . Marie Vidlock went 
to the Ozark mountains for a week’s 
vacation. She thought it would be fun 
to go without shoes for a change!... 


June Haas left the disbursement sec- 


tion on June i to accept another posi- 
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tion. Rhoda Staehr has filled the va- 
cancy. . Margaret Sullivan (from 
Falls City, not Hollywood) has been 
learning the routine of the revenue 
section. . . . Mildred Sherman visited 
her family at Rosalie during her va- 
cation. . . . Jean Koontz, former sec- 
retary to I. J. Devoe, now employed 
in the F.B.I. offices in Washington, 


/D. C., visited us while in Lincoln va- 


cationing. A group of girls in the 
office held a ‘“‘get-to-gether” in Jean's 
honor. . .. Since ‘‘News’”’ items are a 
bit scarce this month, we might as 
well mention that your correspondent 
has an army order from a Corporal, to 
report for duty in the capacity of 
“Mrs.”’ Therefore, all future corres- 
pondence from this columnist will 
come by letter from San Francisco. 
It’s been fun, this being a ‘News 
Snoop” and we know our successor 
will enjoy it. Everyone has been so 
obliging about creating such amusing 
situations as ‘‘falling off chairs’’ or 
“attending burlesque shows.” So with 
joy for the reason, but with the regret 
of departure—’Bye now! 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Dick Lahr 


We just “new” this was going to 
happen again this month, but we 
always say if you can’t find anything 
‘new” to write about, just take some- 
thing old and write around it, so fasten 
your safety belts and we'll be off! ... 
A. B. Waters took quite an extended 
trip through some of the northern 
stutes into Wisconsin to visit his 
mother and family during the week 
of May 24. However, Asa tells us he 
didn’t “tire’’ much on the entire trip! 
.. . Claude “I’m Following You”? Helm 
has just been havin’ the mostest fun! 
Since Lincoln acquired the new air 
base, Helm is really turning into a 
butter and egg man these days. Claudie 
has charge of all installations at this 
place and from all indications it must 
really be tough to handle, cause there 
are days and days that we don’t even 
see Helm, except at noon and at 4:45. 
The man has wasted away to nothing 
but skin and bone from the constant 
hit the ball, hit the ball, day in and 
day out routine. As a matter of fact, 
some of the boys are wondering just 
what Helm is going to do for excite- 
ment after he does get the place built 
and in smooth running condition. And, 
too, we have been just a little curious 
as to what he might have done before 
the air base was started! ... “Pony 
Boy” Miller, our newest, really has 
the power of concentration mastered. 
Joe was in the cafeteria the day they 
had the walls cleaned and he became 
so enthralled in watching the man get 
those walls ten shades whiter that he 
just couldn’t get it out of his mind 
ard consequently, Joe walked right 
out of the joint, coffee cup in hand, 
down the hall, buzzed for Hattie (still 
unaware of the freight he was carry- 
ing), got on the elevator and didn’t 
realize he had the cup until he decided 
he would like a cigarette. Since he 
had to use both hands right then and 
tnere it finally dawned on him! Was 
Joe’s face red! Hattie, who rates an 
A-plus for tact in situations of this 
type, said nothing, just put the ele- 
vator in reverse and took Joe back up 
to third, however, she had a good laff 
up her sleeve anyway! 


duct. 5. A “boating scene” in Lincoln’s wholesale district. 


—— 


i 


General Offices 
Christine Witt 


The many friends of Mrs. William 
Holland, who before her marriage was 
Nanki Field, of the general commercial 
department, rejoice with her in the 
birth of a daughter on May 17. Mr. 
and Mrs. Holland now live in Kansas 
City, Missouri. Lloyd Jenkins, 
formerly of general plant, was trans- 
ferred, May 11, to the service depart- 
ment at the warehouse. He is now en- 
rolled in a cable splicers’ training 
class. Good luck, Lloyd! ... The gen- 
eral commercial department enjoyed a 
visit on May 7 from a former em- 
pioyee, Marion Cook, who left us in 
1941 to join the Southern California 
Telephone Company in Los Angeles. 
While vacationing in Nebraska, she 
took the leap into matrimony by 
marrying Edwin Peets, of Hollywood, 
in Omaha on May 13, Her friends in 
this department extend sincere best 
wishes. . Mary Margaret Schmidt, 
who was married May 22, to Dean 
Pohlenz, manager of Stuart theater, 
was pleasantly surprised the afternoon 
of May 19 by the general commercial 
group. She had been sent on an er- 
rand by Mr. Lawson. When she came 
back she discovered a very attractive- 
ly wrapped package on her desk. With 
nervous fingers she proceeded to open 
the package without breaking the rib- 
bon. As she admired the gift, a large 
colorful glass fruit plate, our staff 
photographer, Joe Hartley, appeared 
on the scene. Everyone joined in 
wishing her a world of happiness in 
her new life. The newlyweds took a 
honeymoon trip to the Black Hills. 
They saw many beautiful scenes, 
among them—Spearfish Canyon, the 
Needles, Sylvan Lake, and Rushmore 
Memorial. Having had a pleasant va- 
cation. Mary Margaret was back to 
join the gang on June 1. . Your 
correspondent spent the week-end of 
Mother’s Day visiting her Mother at 
Axtell, Kansas. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Ruth Schulte 


Hats off to Rod “Chick” Andrews 
who recently received a commission 
in the Signal Corps of the United 
States Army. Rod will go in as a First 
Lieutenant and we’re hoping when he 
returns to the fold after the duration 
that we can salute him as a Major 
or a General or somethin’ like that! 
It’s gonna be a struggle to get along 
without Rod running through the halls 
on third floor at full speed, but we 
know that he, like countless other 
soldiers, will be in there doing his 
every part to keep the Japs and the 
Germans from knifing the U.S.A. in 
the back a second time! We tried to 
get a picture of Rod for the ‘‘News” 
but all he had was one of those ‘be- 
fore and after you follow our special 
nine-day diet” affairs and naturally 
since neither one of them nearly did 
the man justice, we immediately for- 
got the whole thing! . The local 
and toll supervisors gave a_ picnic 
Thursday, April 30, for Idris Sell and 
Charlotte Leininger who have gone to 
California to make their home. The 
food cooked mainly by Evelyn Ley- 
poldt was termed ‘Dee-licious’”’ by the 
girls and a good time was had by all. 
Charlotte and Idris were each pre- 


sented with a gift from the girls... . 
Congratulations to Virginia McCarty 
who received a very pretty diamond 
from her B.F. when she week-ended 
in Chicago, May 15, ... Phyllis Beaty 
is the newcomer in the cafeteria to 
don the maroon and white uniform. 
She started her duties May 19. , 
Evelyn Staley, who was the helper- 
outer during vacations in the cafeteria, 
resigned to take a full-time position at 
the Korsemeyer Electric Co. ... Three 
assistant chief operators were appoint- 
ed May 1 by Mr. Brewster. They are 
Minnie Paul, Mildred With, and Louise 
Porter. These three girls will rotate 
as day supervisor, evening chief oper- 
ator, and toll instructress. Congratu- 
lations to you, girls! ... In order to 
handle the ever increasing toll business 
more efficiently, four new local boards 
have been added to the _ operating 
room and the four former information 
boards will be turned into toll posi- 
tions. The switchmen have been ‘‘busy 
as bees’’ cutting over the boards and 
they were put into working order Fri- 
day, May 29. . . Minnie Allen was 
transferred to our toll boards May 1. 
She was a former operator at David 
City. . .. We bade a regretful good- 
bye to Mrs. Dorothy Burke, toll oper- 
ator, May 16. She has received a civil 
service appointment as P.B.X. operator 
at Selective Service in the capitol 
building here in Lincoln. Best of 
wishes to you, Dorothy, and come 
back to see us often! ... Mrs. Mabel 
Tracy, former chief operator, visited 
the operating room this last month. 
Mrs. Tracy has been in California since 
her resignation here. She says Cali- 
fornia may be all right, but there still 
is ‘“‘no place like Nebraska.” .. . Sadie 
““Justice’’ Doyle, a former toll operator, 
and also a former “News” reporter, 
came in to say “Hello” to the girls. 
Sadie is on vacation from her position 
as P.B.X. operator in the justice de- 
partment at Washington, D. C. 
Beverly Wilson, local operator, re- 
signed June 1 to make her home 
with her parents in Hastings, Nebras- 
ka. . . . Kathryn Franklin, night chief 
operator, resigned June 1 to be mar- 
ried. At the time this “column” went 
to press, Kay’s plans were a trifle in- 
definite, but she is planning to be 
married in Yuma, Arizona, about June 
9, and then go on to Los Angeles to 
make her home. Her husband is a 
Sergeant in the Army, stationed at 
L.A. . .. Now for a resume of vaca- 
tions and the vacationer—and there 
have been quite a few, too! In our 
last column we failed to mention 
Frances Glanz and Maxine Richards, 
both toll operators, who tell us they 
just rested at home. They really took 
the word vacation for what it actual- 
ly means! Caroline Ronhovde went to 
her home in Eagle, as did Oleta Pome- 
roy whose home is in Shickley, Ne- 
braska. Maxine Bettenhausen, with 
her parents visited her brother who is 
employed in the Boeing Aircraft Corp., 
at Seattle, Washington. She also visit- 
ed points in Canada and reports a 
grand time! ... Colorado Springs and 
Denver was the vacation spot picked 
by Lorena Clark. Lorena tells us the 
send-off she got at the depot by some 
of the gals when she left, was as much 
fun as the whole vacation! ... Gwen 
Schleiger left for Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, May 30, for several weeks stay. 
More about her trip next month—we 
hope! Betty Eberline, all night 
operator, being a housewife also, took 
time out to paint some of the rooms 
in her apartment and then visited in 
Iowa, Chariton and Ottumwa. ‘ 
Henrietta Giebelhaus picked  straw- 
berries on her vacation. Wonder if she 
picks them the way we do—one for 
the basket, one for the stomach, and 
vice versa! ...A vacationer from the 
general traffic department was Jean 
Framstead, who journeyed by train to 
Los Angeles and San Francisco to 
visit her boy friend who is soon to 
enter the armed forces of our country. 
Mustn’t forget to ask Jean how she 
managed to derail that train she was 
on. Seems almost impossible, doesn’t 
it? . And from the cafeteria, we 
have Mrs. Turner, who stayed at home 
on her vacation and entertained guests 
from California. Mrs. Turner was ill 
for about a week, but we’re glad to 
see her back at the steam table again! 
. . Viola Barnett, former employee, 
has been helping out this last month 
on the toll boards, and Lillian Reagan, 
also a former employee, has been add- 
ed to the operating force. ... June l, 
Ruth James from Auburn, Nebraska 
and Lois True from Fairbury, Nebras- 
ka were transferred to the operating 
room, 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller 


We are very sorry to report that 
Charlie Nevin will be off the job for 
awhile on account of injuries received 
due to a pole breaking Saturday, May 
30. He was quite badly shaken up and 
received a number of bad cuts on his 
face. . Dell Gilmore, Charlie Ford 
and Charlie Gritzner were off work a 
few days last month on account of bad 
colds. . . . George Arnold was absent 
one day last month on account of sinus 
trouble. ... We wish to congratulate 
Mr. and Mrs. “Mike” Dykstra on an 
announcement we received of the ar- 
rival of a daughter, Marilyn Faye. 
“Mike” was formerly employed in the 
switchroom and later was supervisor 
of janitors. He lives at 143 Eiseman 
Ave., Kenmore, New York, and would 
like to hear from his friends here.... 
Lester Hutchison spent the week-end 
of May 29 in Kansas, visiting with rela- 
tives. . Harry Walker, Lloyd Jen- 
kins, “Ted’’? Nyden and Ralph Culver 
have completed training in cable splic- 
ing work under the supervision of Mr. 
L. C. Anderson. Walter Geist, 
switchman, resigned in May to join 
the Seventh Corps Area. ... A new 
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employee added to our forces is Marj- 
orie May, daughter of Jess May, com- 
binationman in the service department, 
.. R. R. Guthrie spent his vacation 
from May 17 to 23, painting the house 
and working in the yard. Jess 
May spent his vacation from May 4 to 
9, roofing his house. 


Supply Department 
John Reed 
We are still plagued by the present 
tight labor situation. Just when we 
thought we were going to have enough 
men to take care of our shop and 
storeroom work as the result of the 
addition of seven transferred and new 
employees last month, almost as many 
of our workers were assigned to two 
weeks of plant training under Ernest 
Wedgwood of the service department. 
They were: Elmer Dougherty, Elmer 
Ahl, Robert Humiston, Robert Tucker, 
Robert Peterson, and Richard Grant. 
The first three have now become com- 
binationmen, and Robert Peterson is 
now in the Lincoln switchroom, while 
Richard Grant and Robert Tucker have 
returned to the general shop. ... Dale 
Strasser resigned May 23 to work at 
the Lincoln Air Base. He was em- 
ployed in the Lincoln garage as night 
serviceman. Don Rutledge, driver of 
the mail and delivery truck, is replac- 
ing him on a work schedule that en- 
ables him to work half of the time in 
the storeroom and the rest of the 
time in the garage. Floyd and Paul 
Hensen, the latter a very recent new- 
comer, are now alternating on the 
mail and delivery schedule. . .. Rob- 
ert G. Lausmann, our Company elec- 
trician, resigned on May 15 after 
thirteen years of service in the sup- 
ply department. Bob is going to Cal- 
ifornia where he plans to establish 
his family on a farm. The day before 
he left, the warehouse folks joined in 
giving him farewell gifts. Bob has 
been well liked here, and we are gen- 
uinely sorry to have him go. The call 
of California has evidently proved too 
strong for him to resist, and in ad- 
dition, all of his relatives are now 
located there. Best of luck, Bob! ... 
Gerald R. Henderson, brother of Gay 
T. Henderson, is a recent addition to 
the general shop force, having been 
employed there since May 1, when he 
was transferred from the custodian’s 


department at the main building. 
Here’s our welcome! ... Lt. Tom 
Huddleston, son of Herbert (Bert) 


Huddleston and a former employee of 
the Company, who is a combat en- 
gineer attached to the Air Corps and 
an instructor in aerial photography at 
Rockport, Connecticut, was transferred 
to Colorado Springs, Colorado, on May 
11. ... Dean Boling, son of Ray Boling 
of the construction department and a 
former supplier, was a welcome vis- 
itor to the warehouse on May 19. He 
was a Corporal in the Anti-Tank Corps 
of the United States Army at Fort 
Bliss, Texas, and has since been trans- 
ferred to the Air Corps. ... Richard 
D. Reed, who was employed in the 
supply department until his resigna- 
tion in 1937, was another visitor to the 
warehouse. Dick is a transformer de- 
signer at the Westinghouse Electric 
Company, Sharon, Pennsylvania, and 
has been kept very busy as the result 
of large government orders for various 
type of power transformers. .. . 
Beverly Ott surprised us recently by 
dropping in on a visit to his former 
associates at the warehouse and the 
main building. Bev. was on his way 
on a transfer from Sheppard Field, 
Texas, to Fort Logan, Colorado... . 
The shop has recently completed the 
preparation of four small P.B.X. 
switchboards to supplement the pres- 
ent information and _6 intercepting 
boards in the Lincoln toll room... . 
Lowell Johnson took his family for 
an outing at the No. 4 dam on the Blue 
river near Milford on May 24, with the 
primary purpose of fishing there. When 
he arrived at the dam and took out 
his fishing gear, he discovered that he 
had taken the wrong bait can, the one 
with nothing at all in it. Lowell 
wasn’t a bit discouraged, though, but 
dug for fishworms in the river bank 
with a tire iron. He must have found 
a lot of nice fat worms, for he landed 
fifteen 10-inch bullheads in one short 
afternoon. Maybe his belonging to the 
Better Fishing association did improve 
his fishing ability! . . . The supply 
office folks have been infected by the 
national epidemic of First Aid training 
and are now taking instruction under 
the old maestro, Lloyd Jenkins. Ia 
Hansen says, “Just dare cut a finger 
now.” ... Joseph Nosky, a recent ad- 
dition to the storeroom from Nebraska 
City, has been telling us about his 
ambition to form a small orchestra. 
Joe hopes to get some of the musically 
inclined folks in the Company interest- 
ed in his plan. Let’s give him a hand! 

. Just as we were about to shove 
our news items into the mail, a letter 
from Boyd Wedgwood fell into our 
hands. Here’s what he has to say: 
Boyd is now a student First Lieuten- 
ant in his school squadron with every 
prospect of being promoted to the real 
thing very soon. He is at Scotts Field, 
Illinois. Glad to hear from you, Boyd! 
We will write you another round robin 
letter real soon. 


Southern District 
Roy Mills 
Auburn 


Barbara Schmidt is vacationing in 
Oklahoma City with friends and rela- 
tives. 


Beatrice Traffic Department 


Lorraine Maixner spent May 24 with 
friends in Belleville, Kansas .... 
Jean Powell participated in the Me- 
morial services recently conducted by 
the DAR by singing taps. Jean 
Powell spent Memorial day with rela- 
tives in Grand Island, while Florence 
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friends in Omaha. . 
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. .| week-end of 
here, | Gresham 
found | was an employee at 
they could wear anklets to work.) exchange prior 
_ AH! Parting is such sweet sor- | Geneva. 
We bade farewell to Geraldine been 


May 
her former 


23 visiting in 
home. Helen 
the Gresham 
to her transfer to 
Elmer Moorhead has 
transferred temporarily to 


Peterson and Vida Tucker in the form} Wahoo, Nebraska, where he is doing 


of a party the evening of May 
Gerry got married and Vida was trans- 
ferred to Fairbury as assistant C. Oo. 
, By the way Naida Hawes, we 
mean Mrs. Fanders, will be moving 


to Seottsbluff soon. Mabel Camp 
moved out on her vacation—out to 
California to become Mrs. Dean 
Liedtke. The mostess of the bestess to 


all these girls. . . . Pernal Hines ven- 
tured to Willows, California, while 
Helen Dunn chose Santa Monica to 
vaeation in. ... We have a earrier in 
our office, Grace Claussen is carry- 
little black books 


ing one of those 
around. ... May we be so personal as 
to ask Eien Lisk, Virginia Gobble, 


Martha Kirschner, Marion Hobien, and 
Jeanne Gillham if they see little col- 
ored lights in their sleep? You see they 
sre all new giris on our staff. Wel- 
eome girls, we hope you like your 
work. . _ Oh! Heavenly days! Lest 
we forget, the girls took over the base- 
ment of the office a couple of Sun- 
days ago and had a picnic. They had 
2 Professor Quiz, so if anyone knows 
ten advantages of using lipstick, we're 
sure Berdina Wieck would appreciate 
vour telling her about them. ... The 
Beatrice exchange also has three very 
nice bowlers, namely Wilma Grupe, 
Mavis Anderson, and Ella Schidler—all 
finished the year with just a little 
ahead. 
Beatrice Plant Department 
Dan Higgins has a bump on his head 
whieh we believe he received when 
he was a young man primping himself 
up for one of his long list of dates. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Walt Cousin from Hamp- 
ton were visitors in the office May 26. 
Mr. Cousin enjoyed talking over old 
times with Dan Higgins telling how 
they used horses on construction work 
and many other stories which are hard 
to believe. .. . C. W. Boyles Lincoln, 
informed us that he wasn’t lost last 
week when he visited the Beatrice of- 
fice. . . . Leland Hodge spent May 10 
in Wineoln inspecting the new airport. 
_ Frank Nevitt is spending his va- 
eation painting his house.... The lat- 
est word from Ted Ray is that he is 
now stationed on the Hast coast... . 
We still have a few mysteries that are 
still unsolved. Our wire chief still in- 
sists that the Mrs. didn’t hit him on 
the head the day he came home at 
10:30 for his pig knuckles and corn 
bread. 
Cook 
Mary Alice Osborn visited in Ne- 


braska City, May 2 and in Lincoln, 
May 15... . Ida Townsend attended a 
party in Peru, May 17... . LaVerne 


Beasterfeld is the new operator, wel- 
come, LaVerne. 
Crab Orchard 
Bertha Sharp was a Beatrice visitor 


are. © 
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Douglas 
Emma Bradley spent May 17 visit- 
ing her brother at Falis City. 
DeWitt 
Irene Schuerman left on a two 
weeks vacation May 25. 
Fairbury 
J. C. Gear and Mrs. Gear drove to 
Joplin, Missouri for the week-end 


May 9 to visit with their daughter... 
Vida Tucker, formerly of Beatrice, ar- 
rived May 11 to take over her duties 
as assistant chief operator at the Fair- 
bury exchange... . All the girls, ex- 
cept those on duty, enjoyed a steak 
fry at Highland park, (bringing their 
own steak and sugar) May 13. Miss 
Bonita McDowell has returned from 
her vacation, which she spent at home. 


Friend 


The girls of the Friend exchange 
went on a hiking party May 8 ending 
up at the Reno cafe for refreshments, 
honoring the chief operator, Mrs. Alice 
Peters’ birthday. ... Jim Alidritt’s son 
and family with whom he has been 
making his home have moved to 
Wahoo. Jim's batching—you should 
hear the tales of woe he can tell, as it 
isn't just the cooking, but the derned 
bed has to be made and the floors 
swept. Also he says he would appre- 
ciate any recipes you care to send— 
just so you make ’em simple. 


Humboldt 
Two girls were employed in the traf- 
fie department last month. Miss 


Meister is instructing Darlene Stalder 
and Helen Harding. Welcome gals. 
. . Harriette Pennington visited in 
Lincoin, May 18. 


Steinauer 

Mrs. Bridget Divis was a Tecumseh 

visitor May 2. Ray Divis of Lincoln 

visited his parents the week-ends of 
May 2 and 16. 

Sterling 


L. F. Broman spent the week-end of 
May 2 at York. ... Helen Wehmer en- 
joyed a two weeks vacation visiting 
friends at Camp Crowder, Mo. Mrs. 
Eleanor Kirtley is the new relief 
operator. 

Tecumseh 


Berniece Robb and Erma Hruska 
visited in Omaha over the week-end 
of May 2... . Wayne Meshier spent 
the week-end of May 9 and 16 visit- 
ing his parents. Donna Jean 
Phillips, Golda Thompson, Patty Baird, 
Marie Murphy, and Erma Hruska were 
Omaha visitors this month. 


Wilber 


Viola Knapp and Laura Dvorak were 
Lineoln shoppers May 4... . Elizabeth 
Anthony is our new student cperator. 


Western District 
Lioyd W. Cleveland 
Geneva 


Doris Brower spent the week-end of 
May 9-11 at 
brother. .. 
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8.| cable work at the defense plant. 
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Mrs. 
Moorhead and Beverly are visiting in 
Fremont during his stay there.... 
Betty, youngest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles J. Crew, graduated from 
the Geneva high school with the class 
of 1942, May 22. Betty gained recogni- 
tion in the National Honorary Society 
of Students who are selected for their 


outstanding scholastic abilities and 
outside curricula activities. Congrat- 
ulations! 


Hastings Plant 


During the month we lost one of our 
employees when Walt Klich left the 
Company “family circle’ to work for 
the A. T. & T. at Lamar, Colo. We 
are going to, miss Walt and all hated 
to see him leave, in fact we hated it so 
much that we threw a smoker for him 
on the evening of May 13 at which 
time we presented a parting gift to 
Walt. Walt is to be on the toll test 
board in a repeater station at Lamar. 

. Jack Nordheim still claims that 
Jack Mason is the nation’s dirtiest 
“Dirty Hearts” player. ... Jack Nord- 
heim was confined to his home for the 
latter days of the month with a “strep” 
throat. We understand that Jack is 
getting along; however, he is pretty 
weak due to the rough action of sul- 
familamide tablets. (Ed. Note—Nice 
going on spelling that $50 word!) .... 
Jack Mason has two boys in the serv- 
ice—one on a destroyer in the Atlantic 
and one serving on a transport in the 
Pacific. . . . Harry Branch’s boy is in 
the army stationed at San Luis Obispo. 

. Ted Burr’s boy is now in Aus- 
tralia. . . . Carl Pauley has returned 
from his vacation. Carl beat the tire 
rationing board and spent his vaca- 
tion “Deep in the Heart of Texas.” 
Carl reports that it was too hot for 
comfort down there. 


Hastings Traffic 


Congratulations have been extended 
to our chief operator who departed 
for a vacation to California as Lucille 
Vollweiler and returned as Mrs. Rich- 
ard Stephenson. Lucille spoke her 
marriage vows to Sergeant Richard 
Siephenson in services at Ventura, 
California, May 12. The happy couple 
spent a short honeymoon in Holly- 
wood. . .. Girls leaving the employ- 
ment of our Company to work else- 
where are Marguerite Buttell, now sta- 
tioned as PBX operator in a defense 
plant at Los Angeles, Calif., Eleanor 
Sundstrom, and Kathlyn Harr. We 
wish them success in their chosen 
fields. . .. Vacancies call for new faces 
to take the place of those who leave 
us. 
duee to our readers Faye Nelson and 
Faye Stahl... . ‘‘Vacationists’” at this 
writing are Betty Bennet, who is visit- 
ing in Iowa, and Adelaide Dieringer, 
who is visiting her “Corporal’ in 
Arizona. Her mention of dancing to 
tunes by Anson Weeks in Phoenix 
sounds good enough for us... . Min- 
nie Moers spent her week-end the 
early part of May with her parents in 
MeCook. 

Hebron 


Mr. Velte, the directory salesman, 
worked in Hebron the week of April 
27. . Mildred Ferguson, operator, 
spent several days visiting a certain 
friend “Deep in the Heart of Texas.” 
(Ed. Note—Isn’t anyone going to ‘‘clap- 
clap-clap-clap?”’) . . . . Doris Bartcher 
is the new girl in the traffic depart- 
ment. .. . Velma Schoenholz attended 
the alumni banquet at Bruning the 
eve of May 15... . Irma Hoffmeyer, 
cashier, spent the week-end of May 16 
in Kearney. ... Mr. and Mrs. H. F. 
Apking visited with their daughter in 
Holdrege the week-end of May 16.... 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Eva Stutz, Alice 
Poppe and Irma Hoffmeyer spent an 
afternoon visiting a friend at Ply- 
mouth and also enjoyed a picnic 
luncheon. Geo. T. Jones, area 
manager, made a business trip to 
Woodston, Kansas the week-end of 
May 9. 

Milligan 

John Hobson and his gang have been 
working on the Milligan rural lines 
changing them to metallic. ... The 
Ohiowa office is being papered so we 
know spring housecleaning is in vogue 
at that exchange. 


Osceola 


Dorothy DeLand, operator, departed 
May 22 for Los Angeles, California, 
where she plans to make her home 
with her parents. ... Iva Olson spent 
her vacation beginning May 11 visit- 
ing her parents in Hordville. ... Mrs. 
Flora Fentress, night operator, spent 
the week-end of May 16 in Hastings 
visiting with her sister. 


Polk 


Arlene Wright, relief operator, was 
a member of the high school gradu- 
ating class of 1942... . Linnea Ekdahl, 
Jo Ann Lindberg, Arlene Wright and 
Leona McConnell attended the alumni 
banquet at the Polk high school, 
May 29. 

Shelby 


Margaret Gabriel, operator, left for 
Los Angeles, California, June 1, where 
sne expects to find employment... . 
Iea Westley, night operator, visited 
friends and relatives in Brainard, 
May 10. 

Stromsburg 

Helen Lindberg, operator, started 
the vacation season off by spending 
her two week vacation beginning May 
4, at home and in Omaha.... W. E. 
MacDonald and “Doc” Wilson spent 
several days recently at the Stroms- 
burg exchange working on the switch- 
board. 

Superior 

The girls at this exchange had a 

combined skating party and picnic. 


Nellie Jacobitz says, “For good hard 
work that’s lots of fun—put wheels 


Fremont visiting her|on your feet but don’t pick a warm 
. Helen Hillyer spent the! evening.” ... Norma Williams is back 
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from her vacation spent in Lincoln | gre: Ralph Bernard, captain, Jack 


with her parents. . . . Frances Knothe 
is a newcomer to the traffic depart- 
ment. ... Bert Kline is looking for a 
fish stretcher. His luck hasn’t been 
so good and he has to work around 
“Shrimp” Whitney whose luck never 
fails. 


York 


If you will refer to your last edi- 
tion of the ‘‘News,”’ you will note that 
Madeline Davis was starting the va- 
cations off with a bang—well, Miss 
Davis has never returned to tell us of 
her vacation of fun, but is now carry- 
ing the name of Mrs. Jay Shaffer, 
Jr., of La Habra, California. She 
tells us that it was as surprising to her 
as it was to us, but we have our own 
ideas. . . . Newcomers to our traffic 
force are Arlene Heins and Ruth Anne 
Perdue. New toll students under the 
instruction of Maxine Barrett are 
Margaret Stephenson and Pearl 
Mierau. . .. Miss Seymour, traveling 
instructor, who has for the past few 
months been assisting in the traffic 
department, left last week for Fair- 
bury. . .. During the month of May 
the York area had more than its share 
of rain and hail. This kept our men 
quite busy but we believe everything 
to be under control at present. 


Helm Elected 


LAUDE HELM, of the Lin- 

coln business office, was 
elected May 26 to the board of 
directors of the Lincoln junior 
chamber of commerce. Claude 
has been very active in the or- 
ganization for several years, 
his accomplishments have 
been varied and useful, and his 
election comes as a recogni- 
tion of his prominent part in 
the junior chamber’s affairs. 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


The past month has witnessed 
a massing of the entire resources 
of the country in preparation for 
active participation in the war 


So it is fitting we feel, to intro-; which Germany’s disregard for 


our rights as a neutral forced up- 
on the United States. 


A. E. Holt, local commercial 
manager at Geneva has been 
named non-functional manager of 
the exchange. 


Orrin Sturtevant, lineman at 
York, who was injured sometime 
ago was in Lincoln last week for 
a final consultation with Dr. Orr, 
before the doctor left for Europe. 
Mr. Sturtevant is coming along 
nicely. 

A new “White” automobile 
truck has been purchased for use 
of the Western district construc- 
tion department. Paul Schmeltzer 
is foreman. 


The Lincoln traffic relief girls 
wish to thank Messrs. Gann, 
Brewster, Kimball, Behm and 
Thorgrimson for seeing that they 
reached home safely during the 
street car strike in Lincoln. 


On May 16, R. S. Brewster, 
traffic engineer and Eula Dell 
Marshall were married in Lin- 
coln. The “News” extends heart- 
iest congratulations to the new 
couple. 

The soaring prices of staple 
foods, such as meats, potatoes, 
flour, sugar, etc., are becoming 
an increasingly acute problem to 
all salaried persons. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


Mike Scanlon has returned to 
Tecumseh as troubleman. He was 
transferred from ‘Tecumseh to 
Lincoln some time ago. 


While William Rosenthal, sup- 
ply department, Lincoln, was at- 
tending a theater recently, his 
coupe was stolen. When the 
police finally found the remains 
of the car, several miles from 
town, it was stripped of most of 
the accessories—and a brand new 
set of Goodrich balloon tires! (Ed. 
note—Sounds like a “modern’’ in. 
cident!) 


Plans have been made for the 
organization of First Aid teams 
in several sections of the terri- 
tory and enthusiasm is running 
high. In a recent meeting at the 
warehouse in Lincoln a group was 
formed to hold practice every 
Monday night. It is the intention 
to enter various teams in compe- 
tition against each other as they 
become proficient in the applica- 
tion of First Aid. 


Francis Darnold was in Mead 
recently, installing a new Western 
Electric main frame. 


The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company basketball 
team, with a record of fourteen 
games won and none lost, is 
champion of the Y.M.C.A. In- 
dustrial league. Team members 
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Mankemeyer, Gordon Eno, Bob 
Morley, Harry Walker, Joe Miller, 
Jr., and Lloyd “Slim” Jenkins. 


Ten Years Ago 


Charles B. Meshier, manager, 
Fairbury, has been elected as 
president of the Fairbury Rotary 
club. He had formerly served a 
term as secretary to the club. 


Last month marked the 35th 
service anniversary of M. T. 
Caster, plant superintendent. 


A talk on “The early history 
and subsequent development of 
the telephone system” was given 
by H. M. Branch, wire chief, Has- 
tings, before the Science club of 
the Hastings junior high school. 


L. C. Oberlies, personnel di- 
rector, has accepted the invitation 
to deliver the address at the Val- 
paraiso high school commence- 
ment. 


Alex Giest, manager at Louis- 
ville, was given a splendid write- 
up in a recent issue of the Louis- 
ville Courier on his ability as a 


plays draw many people to our 
building where, incidentally, 
they also view our advertising 
displays. In addition, a feel- 
ing of real friendship for our 
Company is generated in the 
minds of the hobbyists and 
their friends. All in all, it has 
seemed to be a most worth- 
while activity and one that, 
while not devoted primarily 
to the sale of telephone serv- 
ice, has given us much valu- 
able publicity. 

Occasionally, some of our 
own folks, or their relatives, 
are represented by displays. 
Among these have been Joe 
Hartley — with pre-Revolu- 
tionary carpenter tools and 
maps of the U. S. dating back 
to 1821—and Weldon Maxfield, 
of the supply department, with 
a fine collection of ancient In- 


gardener. It developes that Alex | dian pottery and Indian relics. 
During April, a remarkable 
display of beads was featured 
—the property of Mrs. Oscar 


has been loading down the edi- 
tor’s table with the best wares of 
his garden plot—which is a very 
effective way to keep any editor 
happy. 

Five Years Ago 

K. B. Cary, district commercial 
manager, Lincoln zone, is conval- 
escing at his home following an 
acute attack of appendicitis. 

The Company voice demonstra- 
tions and motion picture show- 
ings are proving popular. Since 
the first of January, 20 voice 
demonstrations have been given, 
and Sam Jackson has shown a 
total of 85 motion picture pro- 
grams. 

The many friends of C. P. Rus- 
sell showered the former secre- 
tary-treasurer with post cards, 
letters and telegrams in honor of 
his 80th birthday recently. 

The anglers down Beatrice way 
are a bit slow in rounding into 
form this year, due to the “late 
spring.” However, these veteran 
fishermen, who include Bob 
Schouborg, John Lahr, Dean 
Walker, Frank Nevitt and Jim 
Smith, are looking hopefully to- 
ward the break in the weather— 
and the chance to initiate the 
newcomer to the rod and reel 
group, Charlie Dickenman. 


The many friends of Helen 
Fern, chief operator at York, re- 
gret to learn that she is leaving 
Company ranks. Miss Fern has 
joined the Bell organization and 
will be stationed at St. Paul, 
Minn. 


PIONEER DOINGS 


d ieee Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter of Pioneers will have its 
first birthday on Sunday, June 
21, this being the anniver- 
sary of the formative meeting 
which was held at Mr. Woods’ 
home last year. In accordance 
with the Chapter by-laws, a 
meeting has been called for a 
report of the year’s progress 
and election of officers for the 
coming term. The meeting 
will be held at Capitol Beach, 
in Lincoln, Saturday, June 20 
at 4 p.m. A sumptuous free 
dinner is to be served after the 
business meeting. 

Particularly gratifying to 
Pioneer members is the news 
of the continued improvement 
of C. P. Russell, president of 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter, 
who had been confined: in the 
Lincoln General hospital for 
five weeks prior to his release 
on June 7. The tonic of return- 
ing home had its immediate 
effect, and as the “News” goes 
to press the reports continue 
to be reassuring. 


Hobby Windows 


Have Proved Valuable 


OST of our Lincoln and 
some of our territory em- 
ployees are familiar with the 
“hobby windows” which have 
become an important part of 
our general office window dis- 
play program. Various hobby 
collections, secured and ar- 
ranged in our windows on a 
contract basis by Mrs. J. B. 
Kuska, of Lincoln, keep much 
of our large amount of window 
space fresh and interesting 
throughout the year. The dis- 


District and Area 
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You'll Be Needing 
Your TELEPHONE 
More and More 


As The Days Pass ! 


Already, many people are deciding to use the 
family car for only the most necessary trips. 
They want to keep those precious tires intact 
as long as possible. They are turning more and 
more to the telephone, and they are expecting— 
and getting—the same fast, efficient service to 
which they have been accustomed. 


We are glad that the telephone can step into 
this breach and carry on. It means much to the 
cause of national defense. 


We pledge the best efforts of our entire group 
of highly trained employees to the task of keep- 
ing YOUR telephone service at its usual high 
point of efficiency, even though the volume of 
calls rises to unprecedented levels. Equipment 
shortages may make our task somewhat more 
difficult as the war progresses but, insofar as our 
own efforts are concerned, you can be certain 
that your telephone service will meet every de- 
mand which it is possible to forsee at this time, 


“‘Save Tires... 
Use The Wires!” 


YOU NEVER HAVE NEEDED YOUR TELEPHONE 
SERVICE MORE THAN YOU NEED IT NOW! 


The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
“A Nebraska Company e Serving lts People” 


Lahla, of Lincoln. Mrs. Lahla’s 
connection with the Company 
is quite close. Her son-in-law, 
William Rosenthal, is the ace 
carpenter in our supply de- 
partment, and her niece, Gene- 
vive Griffin, is an operator at 
David City. 

Mrs. Lahla’s collection con- 
sists of more than 200 bead 
necklaces. She has rose beads, 
coral, crystal and amber beads, 
ivory, bone, wood, gold, silver 
and brass beads. There are 
= beads hand painted 


Ooo, 


with minute roses. She has 
beads of every color and shade, 
in enamel, celluloid and deli- 
cate little shells—and in every 
shape, round, square, triangu- 
lar, oblong, hexagonal, octa- 
gonal, etc. ~ 

At the present time, Mrs. 
Lahla is represented in our 
hobby windows by a collection 


ics sent to her by her son who 
|is in the Navy. 


ie Philippine trinkets and rel-— 


Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 
for May, 1942 January 1, 1942 

Centtal .District ccicscoccccciciccscssiavess —3 —286 
Eastern District— 

i Foyt Me Ge | geen ea Oe a 1 —15 

Nebraska City ................-...- —13 —13 

Platismoutn: s2:5cscecessccdsccccsosex 3 42 

SIO WAL. | duciscdicetnvcasscc isa cvaionsas —9 —26 

WOO seit aes 200 443 

OUD E. hostel at 182 431 

Southern District— 

PICA hes Biceeckadsacicvaxnneeitesenes —l —65 

PIG@AUPICE: cect dasericeys —21 —26 

PPA UL Y oicoctsodecsucticciedneaenne 1 1 

TECUINGEN)  cicchcsxcdsccesswssucennterduins 5 

WEIIDOY  <onciccocacncuncccavevecsnccoeseasces —4 

PIOUGL . “ssa: eueccoiseas bcd accadteas —16 —94 

Western District— 

RSONOVO. cossetiecciieecen —4 3 

TISSUES. wxcskieiiettan ge densceat —9 —33 

ls Fad 01 0) ¢ Ieee ee eee a eS —6 —21 

SSUPOMISDULE © ciscscsvecccesiasscsavesres 12 

Ao ec) (2) gee eee nee ene —14 —21 

BG EE hes hicras oxceclnccucessnidcowuetanencs —l] —9 
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- But only one of them 
can be traveled 


WITHOUT TIRES ! 


During the war days ahead, most people will 
find themselves less and less inclined to wear out 
their cars and their tires in making trips—for 
whatever purpose—upon the highways. 


They will find that it is easily possible to 
conserve their cars and their tires by turning to 
that other highway — ‘'THE TELEPHONE 
SPEECHWAY''—which parallels the roads. 


Our Long Distance lines, and those of other 
companies with which we make connections 
throughout the nation, will carry YOUR VOICE 
to every BUSINESS or SOCIAL contact you may 
need during the strenuous days that lie ahead. 


‘‘Save Tires... 
Use The Wires!’ 


USE THE “TELEPHONE SPEECHWAY” 
AND CONSERVE 
YOUR CAR AND YOUR TIRES! 


The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
“A Nebraska Company SS) Serving Its People® 


HE above advertisements, released to all newspapers in our 
territory during February, were recently reprinted in 
“Telephony” magazine as examples of unusual and timely 
telephone advertising. Shortly thereafter, we received re- 
quests for mats of the advertisements from independent com- 
panies in North Dakota, Kansas, Texas and New York state, 


as well as from smaller companies in Nebraska. 


The man- 


ager of the Jamestown, N. Y., company was particularly lavish 
in his praise of the illustrations, commending our artist, Joe 


Hartley, in glowing terms. 


We were happy to supply mats 


of the ads to all companies requesting them, together with our 
permission for use over their signatures. 


UNITED 
STATES 
SAVINGS 
in KBONDS 
Pp) ND STAMPS 


\ \ 


Volume XXIV 


Walker, Wilson and 


Macdonald Are Shifted 


THREE-WAY transfer of 
+4 key men in the plant de- 
partment was announced July 
1, effective as of that date. 


Pioneers Hold 
Annual Picnic Meeting 


Members Assembled At 

Capital Beach; Officers 

Elected For Coming Year. 

_ —— | Claude L. Walker, popular 
PRE ual organization | veteran whose service record 
i meeting and picnic of the | goes back to 1904, and who 
Frank H. Woods chapter of the | . has been 
Independent Telephone Pio-| Southern Dis- 
neers was held on Saturday) trict inspec- 
fternoon, June 20, in the pic- | tor, with 
nic grounds at Capital Beach, | headquarters 
ar Lincoln. | at Beatrice, 
Approximately Pioneers | 
from Lincoln and the terri-| 
tory attended. The heavy| 
wind and rain storm of the| 
previous night cut down the| 
attendance considerably from 
the eastern half of the eo C. L. Walker foreman. He 
tory. Many who would have/|will be responsible for the 
been present remained on the | maintenance of the central of- 
job to restore service in the/| five equipment at our Wahoo 
numerous cases of toll and lo-| office and the ordnance plant 
cal exchange trouble. 

Flora Johnston, secretary of 
the chapter, gave an account 
of the past year’s activities, 
after which J. W. Dudgeon, of 
the executive committee, took 
over the meeting in the ab-| 
sence of President C. P. Rus- 
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at Mead. The heavy mainte- 
nance load created by the 
| great war project at Mead has 
| made it necessary to bring ina 
‘supervisor of Claude’s out- 
standing ability and experi- 
ence, 


| , 

sell and Vice President Chris | Pinal oer age hiram 
Haberman. The Pioneers voted | capable W. E. Macdonald 
to send greetings to President! wostern dis- 
Russell, together with sincere | + pict inspec- L ce 
expressions of gratitude for his | 45+ since 1940 
remarkable recovery from his | ang prior rn 
recent serious illness. The | that. mainte- 
members also voted changes | nance inspec- 
in the by-laws which add ajio, at York 
sixth member to the executive | pactin gs sell 
committee, while staggerIngit incoln. 
the terms of committee MeM- | «yjfae’9” long 
bers into one, two and three€|,acord of 
year periods. ‘splendid abil- ' 

The election of officers,/ity in his W. E. Macdonald 

which followed, resulted in| chosen field goes back to a 
the following being named: L. | service date of June, 1908. He 
C. Anderson, Lincoln, presi-| will be deservedly popular 
dent; Claude Walker, Wahoo,| with all our employees in the 
vice president; Flora Johnston,| Southern district. 
Lineoln, secretary; Joe Hart- 
ley, Lincoln, treasurer. The 
executive committee was 
elected on the following basis: 
Three year term, W. C. Cooper, 
Hastings, and H. W. Wheeler, 
Lincoln; two year term, 
Dorothy Lefler, Lineoln, and 
John Backstrom, Lincoln; one 
year term, Myrtle Hiner, Lin- 
eon, and J. W. Dudgeon, 
Hastings. 

Following the business 
meeting, the members enjoyed 
a delicious picnic dinner con- 
sisting of mock chicken legs, 
escalloped potatoes, baked 
beans, salad, buttered rolls, 
coffee, pie, cake and _ ice 
cream. It was a great “feed” 
and the Pioneers did it full 
justice, especially relishing 
the fact that it was “on the 
chapter” a fact brought 
about by a slight excess of 
eash in the treasury! Those 
who remained at the Beach 
after the dinner were given 
half-rate tickets for the vari- 
ous rides and attractions, and 
we understand that a goodly 
number made full use of the 
privilege. 


Although it loses Mr. Mac- 
donald, the Western district 
another fine tele- 
. phone techni- 

cian and a 
grand fellow 
in the promo- 
tion of D. C. 
“Doc” Wilson, 
equipment 
foreman in 
the Lincoln 
service de- 
partment, to 
' be district in- 
spector at 
Hastings. “Doc‘‘ Wilson has 
made an outstanding record 
with our Company since join- 
ing it as an installer in Lin- 
coln in October, 1908. His 
splendid ability as a switch- 
boardman, together with his 
wide range of experience in 
all phases of plant work, will 
be reflected in solid accom- 
plishment in his new loca- 
tion. His quiet but cheerful 
personality will, we are sure, 
make him a prime favorite 
with all our folks in “the west 
end.” His many friends in Lin- 
coln rejoice over this recogni- 
|tion of his ability. 


acquires 


D. C. Wilson 


“Blessed Event” 


B I. ISAMAN, Hastings 
plant department, breaks 
the news to us that he is the} 
proud father of a son born 

pe ise se ie a | is nearly 4,000 feet of wire for 
ounces, and has been named }every man, woman, an 


| 
George Fulton. | 


There is more telephone 
wire in the United States than 
in all the rest of the world put 
together. In this country there 


whereas there is an average of 
only slightly over 200 feet of 
The rubber in a washing mach- ‘telephone wire per capita in 
for | 
ithe rest of the world. 
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make gas 
soldiers, 


since April, : 
1940, was ‘ 
i transferred to | | ual 
: * | Wahoo, with ’ 
» | the title of| |} 
— "equipment '™ 


Lincoln, Nebraska, July, 1942 
TOLL SUPERVISORS FEED A CAPTAIN 
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General Traffic Superintendent R. S. Brewster and six Lincoln traf- 
fic supervisors are seen here as they entertained Capt. Perley M. 
Lewis, of the U. S. Army engineers. Capt. Lewis has been in charge 
of the colossal job of building the air base technical school near 
Lincoln and, as a heavy toll user, he has had many “over the wire” 
contacts with our toll supervisors. Recently, as an expression of ap- 
preciation for good service rendered, he sent the girls a big box of 
candy. Not to be outdone in courtesy, the girls invited him to lunch 
in the Company cafeteria. Seated around the table from the left we 
see Mr. Brewster, Mildred With, Maxine Matison, Chief Operator 
Bernice Schmidt, Hazel Anderson, Minnie Paul, Capt. Lewis and 
Evelyn Leypoldt. 


Grace Dirks 


Retires From Duty 


AWRS. GRACE DIRKS, chief 

operator-cashier at John- 
son, retired from active duty 
under the provisions of our 
pension plan on July 12. Mrs. 
Dirks has been an employee 
since July, 1922—when she be- 
came night operator at John- 
son. All her years of serv- 
ice have been spent at John- 
son, where she became chief 
operator in 1923, and chief op- 
erator-cashier in 1927. Mrs. 
Irene Ray, wife of Ted Ray, 
former district clerk at Beat- 
rice who is now in the navy, 
will replace Mrs. Dirks at 
Johnson. 


Lawson Again 


Directory Supervisor 


Ho completed the most 
important assignments in 
connection with rewriting por- 
tions of the commercial prac- 
tice, Kenneth Lawson, general 
commercial department, re- 
sumed general supervision of 
all directory matters on July 1. 

A. B. Gorman, who has been 
acting directory supervisor for 
some months, returns to the 
Lincoln business office as di- 
rectory compilation manager. 
During the time he was in gen- 
eral charge of all directories, 
Mr. Gorman also retained ac- 
tive supervision over the Lin- 
coln directory—a dual role 
;which kept him exceedingly 
busy but which he filled in| 
commendable fashion. 


One broken five-pound flat 
iron contains enough iron to make 
four hand grenades. 
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1! Charles Gritzner 
, |Passes Away Suddenly 


NEERS MEET AND EAT! 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Number 7 


HE sudden death, at 6:30 

p. m., June 20, of Charles 
A. Gritzner, switchman in the 
Lincoln main office switch- 
room, brought 
shock and sor- 
row to his 
family and to 
his friends in 
his own and 
other depart- 
ments in Lin- 
coln. 


Charley had 
worked the 
entire day 
and had left the switchroom in 
what seemed to be excellent 
health and spirits. After ar- 
riving at his home, he suf- 
fered a slight indisposition 
which, seemingly, developed 
into a stroke. He passed away 
just a few minutes after his 
attending physician had left 
his home. 

Mr. Gritzner was born in 
Slater, Mo., on June 25, 1884. 
He came to Nebraska in 1897, 
and had been a resident of 
Lincoln continuously ‘for 30 
years. He was a member of 
the First Lutheran church. 

He was first employed by 
our Company from 1906 to 
1908. He came back to us as 
an apprentice switchman in 
October, 1912 — becamea 
switchman in due time and 
remained with us in that ca- 
pacity throughout all the years 
that followed. Charley was a 
careful, conscientious work-| 
man of fine ability. He was 
modest and retiring, his great- 
est interest being always in 
his home and family. He glad- 
ly made sacrifices to secure 
good educations for his two 
sons and his daughter, and he 
was rewarded by the knowl- 
edge of their fine talents and 
abilities. 

See “GRITZNER” 
Page 2, Column 3 


Charles Gritzner 


Here are a few shots grabbed by our staff photographer, Joe Hartley, (when he could take a minute 


from his speech-making!) at the Pioneers’ picnic. 


1. Jim Dudgeon, Hastings, “puts” a motion. The 


gentleman with the shining bald spot is our General Manager—just in case you’re curious! At the ex- 
treme right we see the popular veteran, Harry Wheeler. 2. A group of our feminine Pioneers. 3. The 


d child, new executive committee. Left to right: W. C. Cooper, J. W. Dudgeon, Harry Wheeler, Myrtle Hiner, 


John Backstrom and Dorothy Lefler. 4. At the héad of the food line you see (as usual) two folks who 
don’t need to be there at all—Georgia Finnigan, Lincoln traffic, and the editor of the “News!” The 
gent hiding beneath his hat brim is District Manager Clyde Burge, of Beatrice, and following him are 
Myrtle Hiner and Cecile Anderson, of Lincoln. 5. A row of masculine Pioneers listens (or sleeps) 
while President Lew Anderson reads the by-laws! In the foreground we note Harry Caman, of Beat- 


rice, retired district manager. 


AIR BASE GETS 
TELEPHONES ON TIME 


Central District Commercial 
And Plant Departments 
Operate At High Speed; 
Army Appreciates Fine 
Service. 


HERE can be no doubt in 

anyone’s mind that the 
army engineers, signal corps 
officers and administrative 
staff thoroughly appreciate 
th® fine cooperation and 
splendid ability which our su- 
pervisors and employees gen- 
erally have shown in arrang- 
ing telephone service for the 
Army Air Forces Technical 
School, at the air base on the 
northwest edge of Lincoln. 
We know of their appreciation 
because they have not been 
slow to express it. 


The fact that our Company 
has not only met all requests 
for service as rapidly as they 
have arisen but has, in many 
instances, given service well 
ahead of schedules previously 
set for it, is cause for congrat- 
ulations to all who have been 
concerned with this effort. 


The first contacts with our 
Company were made with 
Commercial Engineer M. M. 
Hale, District Commercial 
Manager K. B. Cary, and Area 
Commercial Manager A. B., 
Waters, on March 20, 1942, by 
Capt. Perley Lewis and Lieut. 
Ashmun, of the army engi- 
neers. On March 24, the first 
order—for one individual line 
—was received from Capt. 
Lewis, and the telephone was 
installed the same day. On 
March 25, work started on the 
installation of a PBX board in 
the old municipal hangar at 
the air port. This board, with 
3 trunks and 10 stations, was 
cut into service on March 28. 
At the present time, this board 
has 7 trunks and 32 stations. 
To give service over this 
equipment to the engineers 
and architects it was neces- 
sary to string five circuits 
from Lincoln and place 200 
feet of underground cable at 
the old muny air port. 


As of the date this article 
is prepared (July 1), service is 
also being given to 12 main 
contractors, two of whom are 
served by PBX systems. Pro- 
viding all this service necessi- 
tated the construction of ap- 
proximately 8 miles of pole 
line and the stringing of 75 
miles of wire. Practically all 
the service installations men- 
tioned above are of a tempo- 
rary nature, since the offices 
in the old muny hangar will 
be vacated eventually. 


The first contract for build- 
ings at the air base was let on 
April 11. Shortly thereafter, 
Claude Helm, commercial rep- 
resentative in the Lincoln 
business office, was assigned 
the responsibility of making 
all contacts at the air base 
with both the army engineers 
and the various contractors. 
His first duty at that time, of 
course, was to make sure that 
the contractors were properly 
served. Claude has accom- 
plished an outstanding job on 
this assignment, and has built 
up a most healthy feeling of 
friendship for our Company 
on the part of army men and 
contractors alike. With the 
actual construction of the air 


SEE “AIR BASE” 
Page 2, Column 3 
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( A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 
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gl events in Libya, Russia and other war theatres 
have, seemingly, sent a lot of folks we know into a series 
of mental tail-spins. I haven’t seen so much plain and fancy 
hand-wringing since the spring of 1918—when the Germans 
thought they had World War I all sewed up in a sack. And 
later discovered they didn’t! In case you happen to be one 
who is coming down with a severe attack of deep-dish jitters, 
please read and memorize this little quotation from John 
Steinbeck’s latest great book, “The Moon Is Down.” It will 
help you through the dark days ahead: 


“Free men cannot start a war but, once it is started, they 
ean fight on in defeat. Herd men, followers of a leader, can- 


not do that, and so it is always the herd men who win battles 
and the free men who win wars.” 


{ recommend that you read the entire book, 
get hold of it. 
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if you can 
It is an unforgettable experience. You know, 
know, that the free peoples of the world are never going 
to quit fighting—no matter what the reverses—until the in- 
solent jungle philosophy of the German and J apanese gang- 
sters has been smothered in total defeat. That fact is going 
to break their black hearts and crumble their twisted brains. 
And they’ll never be able to understand it. To be sure, the 
Axis murderers have looked hot as a pistol up to now. And 
why not? They took nearly a decade to get ready for a 
war of conquest which they intended to fight at a moment of 
their own choosing. Were they the Supermen they try to con- 
vinee themselves they are, they would have rolled over all 
free people like an avalanche long ago. The reason they 
haven't, despite all their vast preparations, is because they 
have encountered the resistance of the one thing they dare not 
let themselves believe in—the free human spirit. They have 


encountered it in such stunning fashion in the British Isles. | 


They are encountering it continuously among peoples they 
have trampled—the Czechs, the Dutch, the Norwegians, the 
French and others. It will grind them into the dust event- 
ually—and much more quickly if they encounter it from us. 
But they won’t encounter it from us if great numbers of us 
Start wringing our hands and dishing out gloomy forecasts— 
instead of rushing out with set jaws to buy more War Bonds 
and Stamps-——whenever the bad news rolls in. Personally, I 
have complete faith in our ability to help our gallant allies 
erush the Axis with our men, our guns, our tanks, our ships, 
our planes—and our flaming spirit! We'll do it because we 
have something to fight for—something their poor faceless 
hordes of driven brutes are not even permitted to think about. 
it’s “freedom”—and there isn’t another word in our language 
that means so much to so many. We must not become over- 
optimistic flag wavers—nor blind ourselves to the terrible 
striking power of the evil forces opposing us. But we must 
keep our spirits permanently aflame. “The team that won’t 
be beat, can’t be beat,” said a famous football coach—and in 
those words he epitomized the spirit of free men in language 
every American can understand! 


K. B. Cary, central district commercial manager, tells 
me that the easiest telephone bills to collect these days are the 
ones carrying toll charges reversed to the home telephone by 
men who are in the armed services. He declares that, in 
any number of cases coming under his observation, sub- 
seribers who have been inclined to be very critical about their 
toll charges now bring in greatly increased bills and pay them 
without a murmur. Most parents have discovered that calls 
to army camps MUST be made on a person-to-person basis, 
whereas calls FROM the camps may be placed station-to- 
station. So they instruct their sons to call them and reverse 
the charges. Mr. Cary tells of an instance of a subscriber who 
came to the Lincoln business office to pay a toll bill that was 
four or five times larger than usual. “What a bill this is,’ he 
said, as he grinned cheerfully at the teller. “But those calls 
are all from the boy in camp—and his mother and I feel they 
are worth every cent they cost. It is great to talk to him, and 
to hear his voice.” All of us who have loved ones in the serv- 
ice can agree heartily with our subscriber. 


of the afternoon’s big moments, and it has given us a very subdued 
and thoroughly chastened Mr. Hartley! O. 


Air Base” 
From Page 1, Column 6 


school nearing completion, 
Claude is now devoting his 
time to working with Major 
Kinney, the signal officer as- 
signed to the air base, in the 
establishment of the techni- 
cal school’s permanent service 
—the most important single 
installation at the base. 


At the moment, this service 
consists of one two-position 
manual switchboard, with 13 
trunks and 120 stations. How- 
ever, this equipment will be 
superseded this month by the 
permanent system—a 400-line 
dial switching unit which is 
now being set up in the tele- 
| phone building at the air base. 
Our Company also is install- 
ing, and will maintain, the fire 
reporting system for the area. 
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In addition to the above 
equipment, the Company will 
install not less than 50 pay sta- 
tions—all in booths—at the 
air base. Thirty-six of these 
will be grouped in three booth 
houses—12 booths per house 
—and the balance will be scat- 
tered in various buildings over 
the area. Considerable work 
has been done on the big toll 
board in Lincoln in prepara- 
tion for the heavy pay station 
load expected soon. Cables 
have been placed to bring 
these pay stations into addi- 
tional multiples on the board, 
and all information and inter- 
cepting positions have been 
removed from the toll board 
and routed into a recently in- 
stalled four-position PBX 
board. 


Plant work, while under the 
overall direction of the gen- 
eral plant superintendent’s 
staff, has been supervised at 


the air base by City Foreman 
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| Herman Studier. Herman has 
accomplished some remark- 
| able speed records in outside 
construction, coming up on 
numerous occasions with jobs 
finished well ahead of sched- 
ule. He is entitled to congrat- 
ulations for his fine work. The 
construction crews of D. R. 
Smith, G. A. Foster and 
George Hansen were used dur- 
ing the construction period, to- 
gether with several cable 
crews. Approximately 69,000 
feet of cable were placed into 
and around the _ technical 
school area. 


| 
| 

Installation of switchboards, 
stations, and other inside 
equipment, was under the 
general direction of District 
Plant Manager Clayton Lieb- 
hart. In direct charge of the 
work was Assistant Wire Chief 
L. G. “Pep” Saunders. Ernest 
Wedgwood and crew handled 
the outside work for the serv- 
ice department. During the 
installation of the dial equip- 
ment, T. S. Risser, equipment 
engineer, represented the en- 
gineering department most 
ably. Every employee con- 
cerned with this entire job 
rates orchids for outstanding 
accomplishment. 


"Gritzner” 
From Page 1, Column 5 


Charley Gritzner, accord- 
ing to the valuation which the 
“News” likes to put upon hu- 
man lives, was an outstanding 
citizen—despite the fact that 
his innate modesty kept many 
of us from more than a pass- 
ing acquaintance with him. 
He will be greatly missed by 
all those who knew him best. 


| He is survived by his wife, 
three children, his father, two 
| sisters and a brother. Funeral 


chapel, on June 23, with Rev. 
G. A. Elliott in charge. 
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Wait To Hastings; 


Cleveland To Lincoln 


HE transfer of Lloyd W. 
Cleveland, district clerk at 
Hastings, to the Lincoln busi- 
ness office, as 
of July ‘15, 
has been an- 
nounced. Seri- 
ous inroads 
Which mili- 
tary demands 
are expected 
to make very 
soon upon the 
personnel of 
the Lincoln 
L. W. Cleveland office made 
this change imperative at this 
time. Mr. Cleveland spent 
four years in the Lincoln busi- 
ness office before going to 
York as assistant area com- 
mercial manager in 1939, and 
his added territory experience 
will make him even more 
valuable upon his return. He 
has been district clerk of the 


Western district since June, 
1941. 


Mr. Cleveland’s successor at 
Hastings will be Ralph E, 
Wait, of the Lincoln service 
department. . 
Ralph has had 
a wide varie- 
ty of experi- 
ence since 
joining the 
Company in 
1925. He 
served as dis- 
trict clerk of 
the eastern 
district dur- © 
ing 1934, and 


R. E. Wait 
his extensive plant training 
both before and since that 
time should be very helpful to 
him at Hastings. 


June ‘Accident 


Quiz’ Winners 


$5.00 Cash Award—J. H. Ro- 
land, Construction Depart- 
ment, 


$3.00 Cash Award — L. W. 
Cleveland, District Man- 
ager’s Office, Hastings. 


$2.00 Cash Award — E. L. 
Welch, Construction Depart- 
ment. 


As summarized from the 
various papers received, the 
following is the solution to the 
June Accident Quiz question: 


1. Who or what was at.fault? 


The foreman, truck driver, 
and area supervisor were at 
fault. 


How could it have been 
avoided? 

This particular accident could 
have been avoided had “C” 
been watching for proper 
truck clearance and had noted 
the low drop and warned “A” 
as they approached. 


What steps should be taken 
to prevent a repetition? 

A foreman, upon starting a 
job, should acquaint himself 
and his men of hazardous 
conditions; truck drivers 
should be _ responsible for 
proper clearance for the truck 
and its contents; and the area 
supervisor, responsible for the 
maintenance of drops, should 
keep them at proper clearance 
over roadways, as the Comp- 
any would be held liable in 
case of any accident. 
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“Journey's End’ 


O THE bereaved ones who 
are left to mourn, we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy from 
the employees of this Com- 
pany. 


LESTER L, STANLEY, son of 
Mrs. Stella Stanley, Beat- 
rice, passed away at the 
young age of 34, May 29. He 
had been confined to a hos- 
pital at Salem, Oregon, for 
about four months prior to 
his death. Burial was in 
Evergreen Home cemetery, 
Beatrice. 


“WITH THE COLORS” 


R. D. Andrews, 

General Traffic, 

H. D. Ash, 

Construction Department. 
Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 

D. W. Cunningham, 

Supply Department. 

Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Giles H. Gere, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Jack Huddleston, 

Supply Department. 

Dick Lahr, 

Lincoln Business Office. 

L. P. Neal, 

Supply Department. 

Bev Ott, 

Supply Department. 

Ted Ray, 

Non-functional, Beatrice, 
Dan Smith, 

Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Boyd Wedgwood, 

Supply Department. 


“Happiness Ahead” 


ARGARET Marcum, traf- 
fic department at Friend, 
was united in marriage to Al- 
bert Glaser of Salinas, Cali- 
fornia. The ceremony took 
place June 12 at the Metho- 
dist parsonage in Salinas. The 
couple will reside in California 
as Mr. Glaser is stationed with 
the United States Air Base. 


On June 12, Marion Cornell, 
traffic department, Bruning, 
became the bride of Albert W. 
Lichti. The wedding took 
place at the Baptist parsonage 
at Belleville, Kansas. 


Lucille Kempkes, traffic de- 
partment, Superior, was unit- 
ed in marriage to Marvin 
Thurber at Belleville, Kansas, 
June -7. The young married 
couple will reside at Superior. 


Announcement has been 
made of the marriage of Mar- 
garet Long, Nebraska City, 
and Carl Snyder which took 
place January 13 at Bristol, 
Idaho. The bride at present 
is working at the Wahoo or- 
dnance plant telephone ex- 
change. Mr. Long is in the 
U.S. service. 


Kathryn Franklin, Lincoln 
traffic, was united in marriage 
to Sergeant W. A. McGinnis. 
The wedding ceremony took 
place in Los Angeles, Cali- 


fornia, Monday evening, June 
15. 


Plant Department 
Organization Changes 


MEN continue to drift away 
from our plant depart- 
ment to work in other fields. 
Recent resignations include R. 
G. Muthersbaugh, Russell 
Schneider, Robert Keller, 
Humphrey Ash (to military 
service), and Donald Near- 
hood, all from the construc- 
tion department. Merle Burge 
and Ray Overcash have left 
the supply department, and 
Joe Puchko has resigned as 
combinationman at Wahoo. 

On the brighter side of the 
picture is the return to active 
duty in the Lincoln service 
department of two popular 
veterans—Merrill Green and 
Ned Fisher—who have been 
on the pension payroll in re- 
cent years. Both men are 
happy to be back on the job 
again, and their many friends 
enjoy the renewal of daily 
contacts with them. 

The promotion of Ralph 
Connors, Nebraska City, from 
the post of chief testman to 
wire chief of that exchange 
was announced June 1. 
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July, 1942 


Traffic Department 


Organization Changes 


ReCeae traffic organization 
changes have taken Vida 
Tucker, operator at Beatrice, 
to the position of assistant 
chief operator at Fairbury. 
Kmma Allison, a former em- 
ployee, becomes chief operator 
at Beaver Crossing, replacing 
Medora Harriger, who has 
been transferred to Lincoln. 
Mrs. Tilla Phipps, chief op- 
erator-cashier at Burr, goes to 
the same position at Denton, 
and is replaced at Burr by 
Luella Lenhard. Doris 
Blodgett has been employed as 
chief operator-cashier at 
Ceresco, replacing Margaret 
Holka, who was transferred to 
Ashland. Frances Hutchens, 
assistant chief operator at 
Geneva, advances to the post 
of acting chief operator at that. 
exchange, replacing Chief Op- 
erator Eita Griffin who is on 
sick leave. Juanita Schleif, 
assistant chief at Nelson, 
moves into the post of chief 
operator at that exchange, re- 
placing Faye Stahl, who has 
been transferred to Hastings. 


A Rare Book 


A RECENT addition to the 
Company’s historical mu- 
seum is a rare and interesting 
book, “The Speaking Tele- 
phone, Electric Light and Oth- 
er Recent Inventions” by 
George B. Prescott and pub- 
lished in 1879 by D. Appleton 
& Company. 

Written in that great experi- 
mental decade, the ’70’s, and in 
personal contact with such in- 
ventors as Bell, Edison, Gray 
and Phelps, Mr. Prescott has 
recorded a remarkable _his- 
torical document of the baby- 
hood of the telephone, the 
phonograph and electric light. 
He speaks with grave concern 
of the driving pace set by the 
31-year-old Edison, and _ pre- 
dicts that, if Edison does not 
break under the physical 
strain of the self-imposed 
working schedule, he will some 
day be known as a great in- 
ventor. ‘Mr. Prescott is in- 
clined to think that a major 
portion of the credit for the 
invention of the telephone 
should be given to Elisha Gray 
rather than to Alexander Bell. 

The book was loaned to the 
museum by W. E. Macdonald, 
Beatrice, who has been _in- 
strumental in obtaining sev- 
eral pieces of ancient equip- 
ment for the historical collec- 
tion. The “pull down” tele- 
phone illustrated in the Feb- 
ruary, 1942 “News” was one ° 
of W. E.’s discoveries. 

Those who are definitely 
interested in seeing and study- 
ing this rare volume may do so 
by making arrangements 
through the “News” editor. 


“Remember Pearl 
Harbor’ 
1») 


It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. Our 
government calls on you to 
help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them every 
day if you can. But buy them 
on a regular basis. 

Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 cents 
Savings stamps can be bought 
at all banks and postoffices, 
and bonds can be purchased 
through our Company. In Lin- 
coln, and in all other district 
and area points, stamps may 
also be purchased from our 
own Company. 
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ties in the Month's News 


Eastern District 

Phylkis Taylor 
Ashland 

manager, 


John Potter, 


However, he returned 


just 


to work, June 
clear up some of the trouble caused 
by the recent flood waters in this area. 
We all missed John and are very happy 
to have him back with us... . Dorothy 
Pershing and Phyllis Welch have been 
lured to the ranks of the “Hello” girls. 
A sineere welcome to Dorothy and 
Phyllis. ... Another newcomer to the 
Ashland traffic department is Margaret 
Holka, who has been transferred from 
the Ceresco exchange. We're happy to 
have Margaret with us, 
Burr 

Tilla Phipps, chief operator- 
has been transferred to the 
Denton exchange. Luella Lenhard will 
replace Mrs. Phipps. A most hearty 
welcome, Luella! 


NMirs. 


casnier, 


Ceresco 
Doris M. Blodgett recently joined 
our forees as chief operator-cashier. 


She replaces Margaret Holka, who has 

been transferred to the Ashland ex- 
change. Welcome, Doris! 
David City 

Jane Gillespie, traffic department, 

Alvin Osborne, plant department, and 

Vern Campbell, area manager, were 

on the vacation list this month. Jane 


and Al just took life easy for two 
weeks. Mr. Campbell and a group of 
friends (including the relief cashier, 


Helen Dosek, and her husband) spent 
ten days in Minnesota, inventing more 
stories about “‘the big whoppers that 
got away.” ... Iro Allen, formerly an 
operator at David City, but now of 
the Lincoln traffic department, visited 
the office, June 24, ... Our news-shy 
night operator, Genevieve Griffin, 
spent June 19, shopping in Lincoln, . 

Other Lineoln shoppers on June 13, 
were Julia Hilger and Ann Stump.... 
Clare Smith, formerly an operator in 
this office, left June 18, for Washing- 


ton, D. C. where she has a position 
as teletype-operator in Postal Tele- 
graph. On June 138, Miss Smith was 


honor guest at a party at the home 
ot Eileen Michael. A 6:30 buffet supper 
was served. Fifteen guests were pres- 
ent, ... Seven of the girls from the 
David City office, former operator 
Hazel Woodsworth and three hundred 
hungry mosquitoes had a picnic sup- 
per at the park, June 10. Later, the 
iris played a fast game of ‘‘Work-up.” 
Catherine “Home-run” Northway and 
Etleen “Over-the-fence” Michael were 
the high score gals and for awhile it 
looked like the game would end in a 
tie, but after a few 
Slides to home base, Julia Hilger was 
finally declared “‘The Winnah!” Irene 
Swan remarked later, as she mourned 
over the run in her hose, “I didn’t 
like the things those little boys on the 
sidelines said to us either!” 
Nebraska City 
A slight explosive to our calm tran- 
quility was the announcement made by 
Margaret Long, formerly of this ex- 
change and now employed in the Wa- 
hoo traffic department, that on Janu- 
ary 18, 1942, at Bristol, Idaho, she be- 
came the bride of Carl Snyder. The 
office was just in the general act of 
presenting Marge with a going away 
present, when the announcement was 
made. Now all the “gals” are busy 
trying to figure out just what would be 
a nice shower gift or wedding present. 
Need we express our congratulations 
and best wishes to one who has been 
in our thoughts so long....A fellow 
team-mate, June Milow, has left the 
Nebraska City office to join the Wahoo 
traffic department force. We miss June, 
not only as our new local instructor, 
but as a friend even more. A present 
has been forwarded to June and it is 
our hope that it will be useful and 
help fill her life with every happiness. 
, dean Jackson and Clara Neuhalfen 
completed their toll training and are 
looking forward to receiving a diploma. 
it seems like they just finished in time, 
as “teacher” Evelyn Letellier came 
out with full force and gave all the 
new toll operators a rigid test. Some 
of the gals are still seratching their 
heads, ... Taking advantage of being 
able to hear the country’s best music, 
finds Lucille Bussey, Lillian Bader at- 
tending Horace Heidt and Phil Harris 
in Omaha recently. “Woody” 
‘Woodrona) Puckett celebrated her 
birthday by visiting her sister in Lin- 
coin. Evalyn Sprague visited 
Coryell park in Auburn just to see 
what it was like, so she says. ... Time 
marches on to find Rosemary Komma 
visiting in Clarinda, Iowa. . . Ruth 
Langenfeld headed for her home in 
Earling, Iowa, during her week-end off 
while Charlotte Seely visited in Oma- 
ha ... Edith Rivett has been “primp- 
ing’ all up for that certain lad, who 
we are told will soon be another mem- 
ser of Uncle Sammy’s forces. 
Platismouth 


Elva Johnson returned, June 18, after 
spending an enjoyable vacation visit- 
ing her sisters in Pasadena, California. 
She also visited other points of in- 
terest in California. ... Doris Leesley 
spent her two weeks’ vacation in Kans- 
as City, Missouri. 

Weeping Water 


Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Gray spent May | 
30 in Bradshaw. ...B. D. Pattison has | 
been transferred to Weeping Water | 
temporarily. ... Mrs. Clary and Adda- 
line Lorensen were Lincoln shoppers 
on June is. Mrs. Irene Combs, 
operator at Nebraska City, spent the 
week-end of June 20, with Mrs Clary, 
operator at Weeping Water. ... Fern 
Davis spent part of her vacation, June | 
2 to June 12, with her relatives at | 
Glasgow, Kentucky. 


, 


was on the. 
sick list for about three weeks in June. | 


in the “nick of time” to help! 
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Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Clara Jones 


If you are wondering why Dorothy 
-Mannon is smiling almost constantly 
these days, we can be of help. It seems 
a certain young man by the name of 
Jay Kriz placed a diamond on Dor- 
othy’s finger not so many 
evenings back and since she thinks he 
is O.K., she is pretty happy about 
the whole thing. Best wishes, to you, 
Dorothy. . . . A very welcome visitor 
in our department the first week of 
June, was Henry Eggert of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Mn, Eggert, a former revenue 
/ accountant with our Company, chatted 
a bit, discussed the changes in work 
| with some of the girls who called 
him “Boss” years ago, and to make his 
visit complete, kidded a few of us 
about our single blessedness. ... We 
| had almost certain proof not long ago 
| that Nebraska is not the only state 
| where men are leaving every day to 
; enter service in Uncle Sammy’s army. 
You see our almost worldwide traveler, 
Marie Vidlock, returned from Osage 
Beach, Missouri, after spending just 
one week there. That is proof that 
every man between 16 and 60 has been 
called from thereabouts. She reports 
a grand time, but we wonder. j 
Bette Cochran was honored at a gadget 
shower at the home of your corres- 
pondent, on the evening of June 16. 
Eight were present and the evening 


———— 


was spent with fun, flinch, and food. | 
Bette is now Mrs. Dean Murphy since 


her marriage June 28. Anyway, Bette 
and Dean, we wish you a world of 
happiness. . .. It seems like our own 
order department should certainly win 
a medal or a jail term for being incon- 
sistent. We save waste paper all week 
long, even dreading to throw away a 
piece which has been written upon, 
and then lo and behold, we let our 
blonde partner, Elvannah Hausner, bet- 
ter known as “Van,"’ come back to us 


on Monday with a story about blow- | 


outs in three tires while going from 
Brainard to Seward. Now Van, we 
heard that rubber was precious and 
we feel you owe it to your country to 
take a different road next time... . 
Lois Worthman just returned from a 
vacation spent visiting friends in Kans- 
as City, and a brother in Manhattan, 
Kansas. She says she had a swell time 
and we will admit she is certainly 
the picture of ambition since she re- 
turned. ... Elaine Manion entertained 
the girls of the accounting department 
'at a miscellaneous shower honoring 
Ruth Brown on Tuesday, June 23. Ruth 
received many lovely gifts. ‘Bunco” 
| was played and that old dice shaking 
| woman, Grace Hauschild, walked off 


slacks-splitting | with the high prize, while Lilia Nelsen 


_captured the low prize. Lunch was 
| served at small card tables at the close 
'of the evening. ... To the two new 
‘girls who joined the ranks of the toll 
billing section, Bernice Tarbutton and 
' Nellie Lebo, we extend a hearty wel- 
/come. ... Word reaches us that Irene 
| Seifert is recovering nicely from a 
mastoid operation and we hope she 
will soon be back with us... . Elsie 
Powell of the engineering department 
informs us that she is certainly learn- 
ing the meaning of ‘“footsore and 
weary.” No, you guessed wrong, Elsie 
isn’t in the army, but she is doing as 
much walking as the average private. 
You see, Elsie has been hit by the 
war after all. The couple with whom 
Elsie made her home are leaving Lin- 


Saturday | 


| 
| 
ween Gorman, Mrs. Gorman, and the 


edy are 
down. 


sure enough wearing 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Bill Quinn 


News time is here again and we 
seem to have lost our star correspon- 
dent in the rush—namely one Dick 
Lahr. You see, Dick went to Omaha to 
see about enlisting in the Glider Corps. 
After sizing Dick up and down, and 
after a siege of lengthy questioning, 
the officer finally told him to report 
for a physical examination at 6:00 
A.M. the following day. Well, we 
haven’t seen him since so we assume 
Mr Lahr is in the army. His mother 
reports he is in Fort Leavenworth, 
awaiting assignment to a permanent 
base. We all wish you lots of luck, 
Dick, and we'll miss your cheery smile 
plenty, even those - - - puns. 
| 
| 


Marge Whiting, our genial P.B.X. op- 
erator, vacationed the first two weeks 
in June. Marge isn’t sure that it was 
a vacation as she spent the time clean- 
ing house and catching up with work 
at home. . Three boys (?) in the 
office, George Walroth, Chaunce Eg- 


geress, and “Ot” Gorman are going 


.| around with rather rosy complexion 


these days. It seems the golf course 
had a little too much vitamin D last 
week-end. If vou doubt that, try slap- 


| 


| 


'so Elsie must find a place to live. May- | ing the other night at King’s Ballroom. 
be if we could help we should because | When they came out to go home, they 
her loyalty to her tires and her fear | discovered that some rubber hoarder 
of looking like an ad for a corn rem-| had stolen a wheel, tire and all, from 
her | their 


automobile. Sylvia relates that 
the atmosphere in the neighborhood 
of her boy friend turned sort of a sky- 
blue pink for a short time. However, 
they decided to hitch-hike on their 
pleasure trips in the future. ... Joe 
Miller is having a little trouble with 
his baby daughter these days. Joe came 
to work the other morning with not 
one but two beautiful shiners. He ex- 
plained that he bought his daughter a 
pair of boxing gloves and was giving 
her a little coaching in the art of self 
defense. Joe says things just naturally 
got out of control and there was noth- 
ing he could do about it. Well, Joe, 
at least it was original and we are all 
waiting to see the finished product 
of your coaching. ... Mike Egan spent 
his vacation, from June 15 to 29, be- 
tween loafing at home and sweating at 
the Ak-Sar-Ben. Mike says they just 
don’t do things the way he has them 
figured and he has decided there is no 
percentage in those Ak-Sar-Ben trips. 


General Offices 
Christine Witt 


Mr. Lawson, general commercial de- 
partment, spent a nice, peaceful vaca- 
tion relaxing at his home. ... Mr. H. 
W. Potter, secretary-treasurer, took 
one week of his vacation during June. 
With his family, he journeyed to Gal- 


ping them on the back. It really puts | veston, Texas, for a visit with his son, 


Walroth at a great disadvantage, as he 
won’t even be able to lean back in his 
| Chair and sleep comfortably for several 
days to come. . Speaking of “Ot” 
Gorman, you all know how he begins 
watching that clock along in the after- 
noon. Well, one day last week, Gorman 
just couldn’t quite sit that last five 
minutes out. He walked nonchalantly 


Dr. William B. Potter, who is on the 
faculty of the University of Texas 
medical school. . . Dorothy Lefler, 
plant department, spent the week of 
June 22, vacationing at home... . If 
anyone wants to know how to open 
office doors, just ask Mr, Gorman! He 
is now very efficient after his little 
escapade a few days ago. Mr. Gorman, 


out the side door feeling he was en-' on his way to the local business office, 


titled to that extra five minutes after, was 


staggering under the load of 


a hard day of labor—especially if no | Weighty papers. Apparently in a hur- 


one noticed. He stepped gaily into his 
automobile which Mrs. Gorman had 
waiting at the curb when lo and be- 
hold, everyone for three blocks began 
to notice ‘“Ot.”” His horn stuck and be- 
gan blaring loudly with he and Mrs. 
Gorman trying frantically to quiet 
things down a little. There were sev- 
eral seconds of first class sparring be- 


steering wheel. They finally gave up 
and drove away in a cloud of smoke 
sounding like a four-alarm fire with 
everyone on fourteenth street running 
for cover. ... Three newcomers have 
joined our office force—Mary Lou 
Armstrong, Betty Crew, and Betty 
Roeder. We are glad to have you with 
us, girls, and we wish all power to 
yeu. ... Verna Alexander vacationed 
the week of July 6, in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. Verna will probably be able 
to give us the low-down on army life 
in the future. ... Irene Egan has re- 
signed to accept a position with Co- 
lonel Murphy at the University of Ne- 
braska Military Headquarters. We all 
miss you, Irene, but we know you’ll 
enjoy your new position and we'd like 
you to know we are behind you—one 
and all. The entire group of girls in 
the office held a fried chicken dinner 
for Irene at the Y.W.C.A. on June 4, 
as a farewell party. We hear tell it 
was a great success. Dorothy Wallick, 
transferred from the directory depart- 
ment, will succeed Irene in her duties 
as secretary to K. B. Cary... . Sylvia 
Jakub has decided to really support the 
rubber conservation program in the fu- 


coln, due to his entering the service | ture. Sylvia and her escort were danc- 
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ry—or trying his strength—he gave the 
door an extra yank, sending himself 
across the room, door knob in hand, 
practically going through the east win- 
dow and landing in the court! The 
poor door was left tottering on its 
hinges—Is it too much spinach, Gor- 
man? . Your correspondent spent 
Fourth of July week-end at Axtell, 
Kansas, visiting her mother. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Ruth Schulte 

The operating room is a busy place 
these days with the ever increasing 
amount of business and the training of 
newly employed girls to fill vacancies 
made by the resignation of a number 
or our operators. ... Two toll classes 
are again in session. Students in Louise 
Porter’s class are Barbara Blockwitz, 
Phyllis Campbell, Mary Canterbury 
and Medora Harriger. June 29, Maxine 
Matison began a toll class of five stu- 
dents. They are Edna Yaeger, Marian 
Perlinger, Maxine Wedgwood, Helen 
Mohler, and Marie Winters. ... The 
local end of the operating room also 
has some new faces. June 10, four 
girls were hired including Ruth John- 
son, Doris Rankin, Frances Clinton and 
Wave Smith. And then on June 18, 
Marilyn Kline, Maxine McBride, Dor- 
othy Pool and Ada Shrader were add- 
ed to the operating force. We also wel- 
comed back Martha Sinsel, a former 
toll operator in our department. Helen 
Olmsted, a former operator at Seward, 
is also a new addition. To all these 
girls we extend a very hearty wel- 
come and hope to become better ac- 
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quainted with every one of you real 
soon! ... And so they took their va- 
cation! Rith Straka enjoyed the cool 
weather at her home in Havelock, as 
cid Esther Elmshaeuser, whose home is 
in Beatrice. Margaret Lindblad took 
part in her girl friend’s wedding dur- 
ing her vacation and then hopped the 
train for a visit in old St. Louis with 
Mrs, Esther Hraba, a former plug push- 
er on the toll boards here. Minnie 
Allen, all night operator, got away 
before we could find out just what her 
plans were for her time off. H. Laurine 
Anderson occupied the limelight this 
month when she popped up one day 
with a very fancy diamond from her 
soldier boy friend, took herself off to 
California and liked it so well she de- 
cided to stay on the west coast. At 
this time we don’t know just what her 
plans are to be. ... Recent visitors to 
the operating room were Bess Simpson 
and Helen Miller. Bess is P.B.X. op- 
erator at the Mellon Art Gallery in 
Washington, D. C. and Helen is a toll 
operator in the telephone company at 
Denver, Colorado. Mighty glad to see 
you again, girls! ... We'll be needing 
padlocks on the operating room doors 
and bars on the windows before very 
long, if many more of them thar’ 
sparklers keep showing up! Wearers of 
the latest third finger, left hand num- 
bers are Maxine Matison, Frances Pet- 
ersen and Patricia Cady. And over in 
general traffic, Jean Framstead came 
back from a most enjoyable vacation in 
California—(according to some _ swell 
snapshots we saw)—with a diamond 
from the boy friend. ... Gwen Schleig- 
er, who we told you last month went 
to California on her vacation has re- 
signed and will make her home in Los 
Angeles (we think) for the time being. 
Betty Andersen, local operator, 
has resigned to take a position at the 
Lincoln Air Base. , Clarabelle 
Schroll, toll operator, left our employ 
July 11 to go to school. Ruby 
Kiburz, who was married a short time 
azo, has gone to live with her husband 
who is a second lieutenant in the army. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller 


Two former employees we are very 
glad to see back on the job are Ned 
Fisher and Merle Green who have been 
on pensions, but are working again 
for the duration. Roy Brendle 
spent his vacation, from June 1 to 14, 
working around the house. ... A. M. 
Geist stayed at home during his va- 
cation, from June 1 to 7. . . Ralph 
Wait was transferred from the serv- 
ice department, Lincoln to Hastings, 
July 1. We will sure miss you, Ralph. 
. .. L. C. Anderson, reports that the 
majority of his vacation, from June 22 
to 28, was taken up playing golf.... 
E. A. Rosker went fishing June 27 on 
the Blue in Beatrice, where he claims 
to have caught a ten-pound catfish. 
. . « We are sorry to report that R. L. 
Dalton will be off the job for awhile 
due to a pole breaking, Friday, June 
2€. He was quite badly shaken up and 
bruised. Ted Nyden vacationed 
from June 1 to 14, and stayed at home. 
. Art King vacationed from June 
5 to 10, and stayed at home. ...H. G. 
Peachman vacationed from June 8 to 
14, at Hot Springs National Park, 
Arkansas. He reports he had a wonder- 
ful trip. ... Hazel Fricke stayed at 
home and had a good rest during her 
vacation, from June 1 to 14... . Lydia 
Schneider stayed at home during her 
vacation, from June 17 to 28... . Sev- 
eral of our employees who are work- 
ing out to the Air Base under the su- 


1, Pictures of our soldiers are finally beginning to come in. Here’s Ken Boshart, popular accounting department employee. Ken, ac- 
cording to our best information, is now “somewhere in the Pacific.” 2. Mrs. Dean Pohlenz, general commercial department, was snapped 
while she was still Mary Margaret Schmidt. She is examining a beautiful glass fruit plate—wedding gift from her departmental asso- 
ciates. 3. Recently transferred to the general commercial department from the Lincoln business office was Bonnie Nelson. 4, Another 
employee soldier is Bev Ott, supply department, Lincoln—now stationed at Fort Logan, Colo. 5. Ruby Taylor, new relief operator 


at Geneva. 


6. Meet Joan Lempka, recently employed in the Tecumseh traffic department. 7. Western district employees will be in- 


terested in seeing this shot of Chauncey Eggerss—formerly the popular and efficient district clerk at Hastings—now making a fine 
record in the Lincoln business office. 8. Here we have Mary Beach and Virginia Young, operators at Beatrice, 9, Recent addition to 
the Lincoln business office force is Joe Miller—who came to us from public utility work in Omaha. 
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pervision of “Pep’’ Saunders, who is 
in charge of the C.O.E. are: Geo. 
Keith, Geo. Albury, Warren Shuck, 
Bedric Wanek, Robert Humiston, Dell 
Gilmore and Al, Pugsley. Those help- 
ing E. Wedgwood, who is in charge of 
the subset equipment are: J. L. Baxter, 
G. E. Miller, Ted Nyden, Ernest John- 
son, Rex Winders and Frank Kuchera. 
.. . Noye Aeschliman spent one week 
of his vacation, from June 16 to 21, 


at home. 
Supply Department 
John Reed 
Your correspondent returned from 


a somewhat hectic vacation to find 
himself already past the ‘‘News” dead- 
line and not a single item listed on his 
memo pad. This month’s “fare” will 
probably be meager, but we'll try not 
to let our readers down. ... We still 
have plenty to do in the general shop 
and storeroom and not enough time 
in which to do it. However, we seem 
to be making the grade with only oc- 
casional need for overtime work. 
Among our assignments is the furnish- 
ing of fifty telephone booths made to 
simple specifications by a local plan- 
ning mill and finished in the general 
shop for use at the Lincoln Air Base. 
In addition, we are in the midst of 
preparing switchboard and substation 
eauipment for temporary use in the 
fire alarm service at the Air Base until 
the regulation equipment becomes 
available. Lowell Johnson was 
temporarily transferred from the gen- 
eral shop to the service department 
about the first of June to assist with 
the installation of switchboard equip- 
ment at the Air Base. ... Ardell Robi- 
son has been helping install new 
switchboard positions at Wahoo... . 
Elmer Ahl and Elmer Dougherty have 
been transferred to the general shop 
from the service department. ... Ray 
Overcash has resigned from the Com- 
pany to become an inter-communica- 
tion electrician in the Navy Yard near 
Seattle, Washington. We are sorry to 
lase a good co-worker and wish Ray 
lots of luck in his new position. His 
place is being taken by Charles Han- 
sen, a newcomer to the supply de- 
partment. .. B. F. Ferguson, Jack 
Cox, Richard Grant, and your corres- 
pendent took their vacations during the 
period from June 14 to 27. Ben spent 
a few days visiting relatives in Topeka, 
Kansas, and ‘“‘lazied’ at home, as he 
expressed it, during the rest of his 
two weeks. Jack took his family for 
one week’s stay at a cabin on Lake 
Oaskis, Minnesota, where they found 
Plenty of perch, pickerel, and wall- 
eyed pike. Dick took his wife to vis- 
it her relatives in Lexington and Brok- 
en Bow. He took advantage of the 
proximity of Loup river to try his 
hand at fishing there and was reward- 
ed with six catfish. Your correspond- 
ent spent much of the time between 
wet spells during his vacation in mov- 
ing his garage and converting it into 
a fairly decent chicken house for the 
“duration.”’ Harry Smith vaca- 
tioned at home, June 21 to 27, painting 
his house and puttering around the 
yard. ... John Fischer spent the week- 
end of May 31, fishing in Memphis 
lake, staying there for two days. He 
and his wife took in 25 catfish, a pretty 
good haul for a member of the state 
fishing association. . Gay Hender- 
son was notified, on June 29, that he 
is now eligible for the Volunteer Of- 
ficer’s Corps and will be called to serv- 
ice in August. ... Wallace T. Backus 
returned home on June 27, after five 
weeks in the St. Elizabeth hospital 
where he underwent two major opera- 
tions. He has been recovering quite 
rapidly up to the present time. We 
hope to see him around the warehouse 
soon. Take good care of yourself, 
Wallace! ... Jack Huddleston, a form- 
er employee of the Company, was 
home on ten days’ leave to visit H. 
Huddleston and his family. Jack is 
in the Signal Corps, attached to the 
Air Corps, and is doing telephone and 
telegraph maintenance at Harding 
Field, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He ex- 
pressed himself as being well pleased 
with his present assignment... . Frank 
Bagley was a welcome visitor to the 
general shop on June 26. We are glad 
to find him looking well and enjoyed 
his visit. ... When we mentioned the 
First Aid class attended by suppliers 
and accountants in the last month’s 
issue of the ‘‘News,” we failed to list 
those from the supply department tak- 
ing the course. They are: Florence 
Tatman, Ila Hansen, Betty Klien- 
schmidt, Betty Schuette, L. A. Stacy, 
E. T. Westerhoff, Harry Smith, Walter 
Knudson, Ray Sherman, and Donald 
Aydelott. The last mentioned has al- 
ways managed to take the part of the 
“victim” and allow himself to be 
wrapped up like a mummy in band- 
ages and splints before the evening is 
over. (Someday they’ll go too far and 
leave him behind trussed up for the 
janitor to cast unwittingly into the 
waste truck.) These folks are taking 
the final examinations on July 1, and 
need our good wishes to get them 
over the hump! 


Southern District 
Roy Mills 
Auburn 


Ardis Higgins and Thelma _ Jones 
joined our force this month. Welcome, 
girls. ... Ruth James has been trans- 
ferred to the Lincoln traffic depart- 
ment and Vera Clark transferred to 
Beatrice. . . . Louise Adams spent one 
week of her vacation visiting at Little 
Rock, Arkansas. ... Lloyd Oglesby has 
been transferred to Beatrice as South- 
ern district cable splicer, and Ed Mas- 
sey of Beatrice was transferred to 
Auburn. ... Martha Snyder is sport- 
ing one of them there rings. Purty, 
too! ... Margaret Hull spent June 23, 
in Kansas City, visiting her sister. ... 
Sterling Nelson spent his vacation vis- 


ting friends and relatives at 

Irg and Polk Lloyd Oglesby spent | 
his vacation in the Black Hills and vis- 

ting friends and relatives in York. 
Seatrice Plani Department 
| 
C. L. Walker and Harlan Gilespie are | 
working at the Mead ordnance plant, | 


. Welton Grant and family, and Mr. | 
and Mrs. C. L. Walker spent Sunday, | 
June 28, with Max Walker at Hastings. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Schouborg spent | 
Sunday, June 28, at Holdrege, visiting | 
relatives. We welcome back stig 
Beatrice, and Mrs. Gien Oglesby | 


Way 


Ivar. 


and family. Mr. Oglesby's duties will 
be district cable splicer. ... Ed Massie | 
and family were transferred to Au- 
burn. We'll miss Ed because he was | 


developing into a mean pitch player, | 
along side of his master Daniel B.| 


corstwic 
Seins. 
—. 


-~ > 
—*: 


Stroms-| Regina Weakland. Welcome, Regina. 


. . 1. W. Halverstadt and family spent 
May 30, visiting relatives at Geneva. 


Wilber 


J. P. Fowler and family spent their 
two weeks’ vacation visiting relatives 
in Kansas and Oklahoma. ...On May 
24, Amelia and Anna Aden visited rel- 
atives at Garrison. 


Western District 
Lioyd W. Cleveland 


Bruning 


Corporal Darrell Cornell of Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, spent a fifteen-day 
furlough with his mother, Maude 
Lindeman, Marian Cornell, 
daughter of Mrs. Lindeman, was mar- 


. Leland Hodge is very mad | ried to Albert Lichti of Bruning on 


at Hitler and Hirohito because they | June 12, at the Baptist parsonage in 


ruining his foreign stamp collec-| 


are 
tion. 
Beatrice Traffic Department 

Hello! Good Bye! Good Luck! those 
are our by-words these days. Girls 
come and giris go. Those who have | 
gone during the past month are Dor- 
othy Baker and Naomi Anderson, who 
ntured to California. ... Helen Dunn | 
the land of Sunshine (and | 

} and took herself the new name | 
Mrs. Douglas Buchanan. ... Mrs. |} 
Fanders left us to make her | 
home in Scottsbluff. Good luck to you | 
ali. . Vacations—hmmm-—tlet’s see. | 
Virginia Hosier, with a soldier friend | 


to 


Belleville, Kansas. They will make 
their home in Bruning where Mrs. 
Lichti will assist her mother in the 
office. 


Carleton 


Lydia Denzin, chief operator-cashier, 
spent a two weeks’ vacation with her 
two daughters at Scranton and Yale, 
Towa. 

Deweese 

Mrs. Norma Werner is doing relief 

work at the Deweese exchange. 
Geneva 
W. R. Minich had the misfortune of 


. 


in California, so where else would she | Spraining his left ankle which caused 
so. Believe it or not, she came back. ; him to be off duty, June 3 to 16... 

Hedwig Elmshauser visited her brother | Since E. A. Moorhead had been trans- 
Litehfield, Nebraska. Louise| ferred temporarily to the Lincoln of- 
Schmidt is visiting relatives in western | fice, it was necessary to send an S.O.S. 


in 


Kansas and Colorado, while Mrs. Mari- 
on Walker is doing this, that, and the 
other, and visiting her parents in Oma- 
. We wish to extend a hearty 
welcome to Letty Mann, Helene Korn, 
ana Sarah Pollock, who are all new to 


ma... 


to York and Hebron for troubleshoot- 
ers. Thanks to Heiney, Reno and Alec, 
who responded! ... Doris Brower was 
submitted to the Fillmore hospital for 
an appendectomy, June 3. She is get- 
ting along splendidly and will soon be 


back on the job at the switchboard. 
The lady employees met Wed- 
nesday evening, June 10, at the home 
of Muriel Pearson for a 6:30 dinner in 
honor of the birth anniversaries of 
Kita Griffin and Elsie Sole. After the 
dinner, the girls attended the band 
concert held in the city park. 


business, and to Dorothy MeNulty 
and Vera Clark, who were transferred 
from Wymore and Auburn.... “How 
does it feel to be back at work again?” 
This question was directed at Alice 
Goodrich and Hilda Paul, both former 
operators, who are helping us out. ... 
We wish to express our deepest sympa- 
thy to Mrs. Stella Stanley at the pass- 
ing of her son. ... Jean Powell spent 


: 
mt re 
trie 


Grafton 
Mary Shoff, chief operator- 


= 


Wirs. 


the week of June 7, at Wahoo, attend- cashier, enjoyed nine days vacation 
ing the Christian Youth Conference. Sy APY ies Joy . y ets 

il ir ess ib fa visiting her brother in St. Paul, Minn. 
; Sorry Mr. Gorman, this corres- She made the drive with another 
pondent had to work Sunday, June 7. brother, who lives in Hastings. and 
No golf because we were helping splice : gs, 


Cable at the Lincoln Air Base. We had a wonderful hai wath, fa trouble. 
weren't afraid of you or the lake near She reports things looking grand 
the 13th hole. Hi. McKinzie! _ throughout the entire territory travel- 
ed. 
| 
- Gonls Harvard 
week of May 26, with Aine de Town: | Jessie Van Trump is taking one week 
end . Our sympathy is extended vacation which she 5 spending at 
ate See ee ee zs pita home. . Katherine Hohnstein and 
0 Mary Estes whose mother passed : 
way. June 22. Mae Hunt attended the annual meeting 
' of the Telephone Pioneers association 
Crab Orchard in Lincoln, June 20. ... Faye Jones is 
Mrs. Sharp spent May 26, in Omaha, | the new relief operator at the Harvard 
isiting and May 36, in Beatrice, Luella | exchange. . Marion Yost, operator 
Hulls was a Bern, Kansas visitor, June|@t Las Vegas, Nevada, and formerly 
Helen Jones spent Decoration | 2" Operator at the Harvard exchange, 
Day in Beatrice. | Was a recent visitor. 
DeWitt Hastings Plant Department 
Lucille Buss spent June 22, with her|_ The vacation roster this month has 
parents in Adams. I, “Buck” Isaman, Ted Burr, and 
; Buck Davis all listed as “stay at 
Douglas homes.” . .. The Navy has caused its 
Mrs. Bradley spent her two weeks’!share of consternation and_ interest 
vacation in Detroit, visiting her | among all of the natives here with the 
daughter. announcement of a large $45,000,000 
Fairbury loading and storage depot. To keep 


well within the bounds of censor- 
ship, we will content ourselves with 
the knowledge that the product of our 


Bonita McDowell has resigned to be 
married, Mandane Reid has taken the 


cashier position, and Ruth Schnuelle | depot will have to be handled with the 
is the new clerk. - Lois True has greatest of care, at least we hope... . 
Deen transferred to the traffic de-/' 


: |B. I. Isaman breaks into the list of 
partment at Lincoln. ... We welcome | 


Bonny Winner and Beth Schoenholc to | 
our operating forces. ... Mrs. Wauneta | 
Child is spending part of her vacation | 
in Beatrice. Vida Tucker spent 
the week-end in Seward, visiting her 
twin. . . . Helen DeBord has returned 
to work after spending her vacatio 
home, 


repeats on family additions with a 
brand new baby boy. To date, there 
has been no moniker assigned, but 
the lad is already showing traits of 
his most illustrious father by contin- 
ually exercising his lungs. This, of 
| course, is vocal now but he may de- 
n at velop into a coming Hasting college 
high hurdler as was his Pop, “Sir 
Friend Buck.” . . . Jack Nordheim has taken 
The operators, commercial clerk and | @ few days off this past month to have 
Mary Eurich enjoyed a fish fry at Miss | his tonsils removed. They say that 
srusnahan's home, May 25, honoring | this was brought on from his loud 
Alice Engel's birthday and Miss Mar-| 4nd expressive cheering for his son, 
cum, who is going to California. It al-| Ed, who pitched a swell no-hit-no-run 
so turned out to be an announcement | baseball game here in Hastings the 
party since Miss Engel arrived wearing | first part of the season. A justified 
diamond on THE finger. . reason for shouting even though the 


a . Mar- ; 
garet Marcum left June 1, for San |COnsequences were dire. 
Francisco to make her home. ... Mr 


Hastings Traffic Department 


Vacationists are still coming and go- 
ing in the traffic department. Marie 
Ehler is spending a few days in Omaha 
and the rest at home. ... Myreta Kin- 
kead reported having had a wonderful 
time in a week spent in the Black 
Hills. ... At the time of this writing, 
Beth Borley is spending a week-end 
in Denver, Colorado. . . . The depart- 
ment bids farewell to Katherine Harr, 
now with the F.B.I. in Washington, 
D. C., and to Hilda Hinrichs, who 
leaves July 1, for Tampa, Fla., where 
she will be an employee of the Pen- 
insular Telephone Co., and welcomes 
to the group the Misses Clark, Dvor- 
acek, Price, and Vap, who are all new 
student operators, and Miss Naughtin, 
who has returned to our ranks again. 


home and visiting in Wyoming. 
Humboldt 


and Mrs. George Damon and 
f ‘ visited in Salem, June 7. Har- 
riette Pennington spent June 6, visit- 
ing friends in Lincoln. Gayle Neff is 
enjoying a ten-day vacation at this 
t She went to Washington, Tl. 


time 
where she is visiting friends. 
Pickerell 
Mrs. Maude Davis has been enjoying 
a visit from her granddaughter, Elaine, 
who spent three weeks with her. 


Se 


Steinauer 
Bridget Divis was a Lincoln 
vis May 22.... Our new relief Op- | 
erator is Gladys Neugebauer. We ex- | 
tend our welcome to you, Gladys. 


Hebron 


: Welcome visitors at this office, May 

Sterling | 28, were Mr. and Mrs. Mark Caster 

Helen Wehmer was a Bennet vis-/ of Lincoln. ...E. H. Wellman spent a 

May 24. ... Mable Weyers visited | two weeks’ vacation, visiting his par- 

in Limecoin, June 7. . Esther Fritz | ents at Eaton, Colorado. He also vis- 

spent the week-end of June 6, at] ited a brother at Denver. . . . George 

Adams. ... L. F. Broman visited in| 'T. Jones spent his vacation with rela- 

June 17, tives at Kansas City. ... Alice Poppe, 

operator, began a two weeks’ vacation, 

June 8, and spent the time with friends 

at Mitchell, South Dakota. . Eva 

Stutz and Ruth Rittenhouse, operators, 
spent May 24 in Omaha. 


itor 


York, 
Tecumseh 
Nichols was a Lincoln visitor, 
; Harold Drake returned 
a week-end spent at Davenport 
his usual fish yarns. ... Erma 
Hruska is spending her vacation in 
Omaha, visiting relatives. ... Myrtle 
Murphy has returned to work after a 
twe weeks’ vacation, wearing a dia- 
mond on that certain finger. ... Don- 
na Jean Phillips is in the St. Elizabeth 
hospital in Lincoln, recuperating from 
an operation... 


Hazel 
Vi ay 91 
y 2). 


with 
Nelson 


Betha Stahl, night operator, had an 
| appendectomy. . Mildred Williams 
(and Mrs. Faye Watts of Baltimore, 
Maryland, were visitors at the office 
the past week. Both of these were 
former operators at Nelson. ... Ester 
. Gur new operator is} Harvey is a new operator at Nelson. ' 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


Osceola 


Rock will continue in his present 


Manager Fred Adkins began his two position. 


weeks’ vacation, June 16, and spent 
some time visiting relatives and friends 
in Omaha and Harvard... . Grace Har- 
rison is the new relief operator at this 
exchange. She began work June 8.... 
Maxine Herbes, commercial clerk, re- 
turned, June 8, from Chicago, where 
she spent a week seeing some _ base- 
ball. 


Polk 
Clara Anderson was a Central City 
visitor, June 20... . Leona McConnell, 


chief operator-cashier, spent one week 
of her vacation, visiting with relatives 
in Davenport, Iowa, and returned to 
work on June 17. 


Stromsburg 


The girls of the traffic and com- 
mercial departments enjoyed a “steak 
fry” with all the trimmings at Buckley 
park on June 10. ... Harold Soderlund 
spent a few days recently in the 
Stromsburg area working on directory 
advertising. 


Superior 


Area Manager Frank Kubat and Mrs. 
Kubat are vacationing near Denver. 
. Norma Williams and Nellie Jaco- 
bitz have gotten out the cookbooks 
and gone to housekeeping in an apart- 
ment. . . Clarinda Lake chose Den- 
ver for her vacation during the first 
of June. . . . Lucile Shellhase spent a 
recent week-end in Belleville, Kansas. 
Melba Richards, chief operator, plans 
to spend most of her vacation in Has- 
tings with her parents. 


Sutton 


Area Manager G. A. Stuart and Jack 
Mankamyer attended the annual meet- 
ing of the Telephone Pioneers associ- 
ation, Saturday, June 20. . Betty 
Hager of the Hastings district office, 
visited the Sutton exchange, June 13. 
. . . Laurietta Burbach, relief operator, 
spent June 15, in Grand Island... 
Edith Schleiger, chief operator, spent 
June 16, in Grand Island. ... Ruth 
Schneider is a student operator in the 
traffic department. 


York 


Nellie Silvernail, operator at Aurora, 
visited our office, June 1. ... Arideen 
Rhoades is a new student operator. 
. Gladys Fellows and Arlene Ander- 
son are toll students with Helen Phil- 
lips as toll instructor. ... Mrs. Myrtle 
Myers, a former operator, has return- 
ed to work and is now taking over the 
duties of the night operator. ... Flor- 
ence Ransom and her sister had 
planned to take a trip during Flor- 
ence’s vacation. Little sister did take 
the measles so the vacation was spent 
at home. ... As this is being written, 
we are wondering about Hattie Mar- 
quardt, who is on a vacation. Hattie 
boasted she was going to absorb lots 
of fresh air and sunshine. Bet it will 
be fresh air and moisture ...W. E. 
Macdonald and “Doc” Wilson installed 
new calculagraphs at the toll board 
last week. . . . We now have a great 
big smile and a little “blushing” from 
our cashier, as she is sporting a great 
big diamond and it’s on the third 
finger, left hand. She says “It’s awfully 
nice.”” . . . In the plant department we 
find Bill Mouden being very patriotic 
and saving his tires as he spends his 
vacation peacefully at home. We are 
sure the plant force will be glad to see 
him back as they have had a busy 
time while Bill has been away. 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


I. J. Devoe, who was formerly 
ernployed in the accounting de- 
partment at Lincoln, was married 
recently to Lulu Ruth Moore, of 
Albion, where Mr. Devoe is now 
employed as accountant for the 
Monroe Telephone Company. 


C. A. Gritzner, of the Lincoln 
Switchroom, has returned from a 
vacation spent with relatives at 
Norman, Nebraska. 


H. G. Taedter and Herbert Mc- 
Culla, of the Hastings wire chief’s 
department, passed their physical 
examination and have been ac- 
cepted into the signal reserve 
corps. Mr. McCulla received an 
appointment as master electrician. 


George Arnold, the “old reli- 
able” of Nebraska City, has been 
transferred to the wire chief’s de- 
partment at Beatrice as switch- 
boardman. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


“Windy” Cameron, of the Lin- 
coln shop, has been elected cap- 
tain of the telephone baseball 
team to succeed Carl Keester, who 
is being transferred to Beaver 
Crossing. 

The employees of Humboldt are 
guite proud of the fact that a call 
from their exchange to Los Ange- 
les was completed within thirty- 
five minutes of the filing time. 


The “L. T. & T. Players,” an or- 
ganization of employees interest- 
ed in dramatic art, have just 
ciosed their first, and a very suc- 
cessful season under the direction 
of Thad Cone. Plays were given 
before several high schools, civic 
clubs and employee groups. 


The recent purchase of the ex- 
change at Table Rock brings the 
number of Company owned ex- 
changes to 124. E. L. Dorland, Jr., 
who has been manager at Table 


Ten Years Ago 


William Cummings and Dean 
Walker have been serving as 
guides for the several civic groups 
who visited the Hastings office 
during the past month. 


The “Better Business Cam- 
paign” which closed last month, 
brought a total of 1,376 sales of 
which 816 were for new telephone 


installations. 


The “Kitten-ball league” com- 
posed of eight teams representing 
departments of the general offices 
and Lincoln zone, closed its sea- 
son with a picnic at Van Dorn 
park on June 22. Ken Lawson, 
general office star was presented 
with a bat for leading the league 
in hitting, with a percentage of 
T3l, 


Dewey Eckles, combinationman 
at Nelson, and Miss Helen Ruhga, 
also of that city, were married 
recently at Mankato, Kansas. The 
young couple have just returned 
from a two weeks’ honeymoon 
trip spent in California. 


Five Years Ago 


The two ‘“Whing-dings,” re- 


July, 1942 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS— 


6 ne result so far of the terrible conflict between Hitler’s 
forces and the Russians, as well as the present situation 
between the Germans and the British in northeast Africa, 
has been far from encouraging to the cause of the United 
Nations. Every patriotic citizen in this country must now 


realize that this war has become the most 
important undertaking in our lives. Every- 
thing we do must be directed toward win- 
ning the war. Our daily task of main- 
taining the very best telephone service is 
more important today than ever before, 
but it is not enough. Those who are called 
into active military service are doing their 
full share but we folks at home must ana- 
lyze our individual efforts and be willing 
to go the limit in this “all out” program. 
Perhaps the least we can do is to buy war 


stamps and bonds. Certainly we can do more than the rec- 


ords show we have done. 


The war can’t be won without 


money to pay the cost. Buying bonds isn’t giving the money 
—it’s saving money and merely loaning it to our govern- 
ment. I’m doubling my subscription for bonds today. Will 


you join me? 


—J. H. AGEE. 


wards for area sales efforts in the 
late ‘“Compet” campaign, were 
held the latter part of June in 
Plattsmouth and Clay Center. 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Fried chicken and fun were the 
motifs of the parties, while fine 
entertainment was provided by 


Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 

age rte ne aneerenainee for June, 1942 January 1, 1942 

J. F. Sullivan, Hilarie tele-|f Central District 0.00.0. 179 ESOT 
phone employee, retired from ac- ee 
tive service in the Company on nee ao _4 19 
July 1. His service record dates ot apie ied. ondese elaine aphids a 
from Au INGDTASI A CIE Y on sereccessetansvenccecasens —3 16 

gust, 1909. 2] 36 
‘ PVASTSINOUEE ccccvicaeapaas caves wceiseee 6 

H. J. Soderholm, of the engin- oe ae 18 33 
eering department, Lincoln, has NANOS. cc hn he oes a 78 52] 
just returned to work after an ab- 7 OO aie 78 509 
sence of about seven months due Oe eat ne 
to injuries received when he was Southern District— 
struck by a car last December. r Ole] Uy ¢ Wiseman Ree eeeee meee renee —18 —3 
Mr. Soderholm is making a brave BCAUICG  ciciS aeciscsctetcteeniacik tees 19 —T 
attempt to follow his usual rou- LORI od 21 eo Oe Pr —3 —2 
tine and is happy to be “back in SC OUNS ODD 522s cesamncspcarainnrionts —2 —2 
harness.” WALDO 3 oc ceacevecvecducSeescceceesdavece —l ae 

Lauretta Rowley, former assist- Total 2... sees eeeeeeeeceteteeeseeeee — — 
ant chief operator at York, has Western District— 
been named as acting chief op- Geneva noc | D) 
erator at that exchange. The ap- Hastings oo... cccccccccccececeseceeeseeeseees 224 __34 
pointment comes as a climax to Hebron 0. —16 _37 
her fine record of efficient and Stromsburg o...cecccccceccceceeeceeeeeeee- __3 9 
loyal service. Superior oeceeee co ccecccceceeecececeeeeeeee 12 33 


A Broadway producer hit upon a 
novel method of entertaining his tele- 
phone callers when they had to wait 
on the line. He instructed his operator 
to switch in a phonograph and play | 
records for them of the latest tunes in 
his show. | 
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HE Fairbury area, covering nearly all of Jefferson county, is another of those “garden 

spot” portions of Nebraska which suffered considerably during the late but unlamented 
drouth years. A splendid agricultural section in normal years, the Fairbury area is all set 
to stage a great come-back in 1942. Our area office is located in Fairbury (pop. 6,281), 
the county seat—one of the most attractive towns in Nebraska, and a trade center of the 
highest rank. Approximately 1,950 telephones in the Fairbury area require the services of 
26 employees. Other exchanges served in the area are Daykin, Jansen and Steele City. 
Above pictures show: 1. Our beautiful headquarters building, of which Fairbury is justly 
proud. 2. The traffic department. 3. The commercial office with, left to right, Bonita Mc- 
Dowell, cashier; T. E. Longdon, area manager; and Mandane Reid, commercial clerk. 


4, The plant department. Standing is the famous and popular J. C. “Red” Gear, wire chief. 


At the testboard is Myron Birdsley, combinationman. 
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ogers To Retire: 
Mills Goes To Wymore 


Southern District Clerk 
Named Manger; Gillespie 
Assumes Additional Duties. 
i ie retirement of Roy J. 
Rogers, manager at Wy- 
more, under the provisions of 
our pension plan, has been an- 
woe, NOunced. The 
— effective date 
Bis September 
Pl. Mr. Rogers 
S has been in 
F the service of 
= the Lincoln’ 
a Company) 
a «since August, 
©» 1913. He was 
= acting wire 
chief at York | 
in 1917, and 
manager at Friend and Fair- 


Roy J. 


Rogers 


mont during 1918 and 1919. In) 


1922 he was named wire chief 


at York, and became manager | | 


of that exchange in 1926. He 
was named area commercial | 
manager at York in 1934. In| 
1939, Mr. Rogers was trans- 
ferred to Wymore as manager. 
He has given loyal and cap- 
able service throughout the| 
years, and has made a host of 
friends for himself and the 
Lincoln Company. The best 
wishes of these friends will go 
with Mr. and Mrs. Rogers. 
They expect to return to York, 
where they own a home and/ 


where Mr. Rogers will be as-| 


{WITH THE COLORS’ 


Roy EK. Mills, Southern dis- |] 
‘| R. D. Andrews, 


sociated with the W. C. Baer 
Furniture Company. | 


trict clerk, Beatrice, has been 


promoted to the Wymore man- |] 


agerial post. Mr. Mills has) 
has been wi? 1 ._________. | 
the Lincoln 


Company 
since May, 
1929, when he 
joined as a 
groundman in 
the construc- 
tion depart- 
ment. Most of 
the following ! 
years were 
spent in the | 
Lincoln service department, | 
where he gained valuable ex-| 


Roy E. Mills 


perience in the art of cable|| 


splicing. In 1936, he was trans- | 
ferred to York as cable} 
splicer, and in 1940 he went| 
to Beatrice as combination- 
man. He was named district 
clerk in April, 1942. once 
Mills’ wide range of general| 
telephone experience will be' 
of particular value to him in 
his new assignment, and his 
pleasing personality will make | 
him popular with Wymore 
citizens. 

Harlan O. Gillespie, merit 
combinationman in the Beat-| 
rice plant department, will as- | 
sume the additional duties of 
district clerk for the duration | 
of the war. Mr. Gillespie has 
been employed by the Lincoln 
Company since May, 1927. He 
came to Beatrice from 
Auburn, as a switchboardman, | 
in 1941. | 


Allen L. Ager, combination- | 


partment, was transferred to| 


Wymore on August 5, to re-|| 


place Earl 


Schemmerhorn, | 
ecombinationman, 


who has | 


joined the Signal Corps unit|] 


sponsored by the Lincoln Com-| 
pany. Mr. Ager was employed | 
in 1935 as a groundman in the) 
construction department. 


Our 


Lincoln, Nebraska, August, 1942 


LINCOLN EMPLOYEES ON PARADE! 


(100% for War Bond purchases. 


General Traffic Department. 
H. D. Ash, 


| Construction Department. 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Deparimeni. 


Eugene W. Burchess, 
Construction Department. 
George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


i Charles E. Connors, 


Construction Department. 
James D. Crabill, 

Lincoln Business Office. 

D. W. Cunningham, 

Supply Department. 

E. I. DeVries, 

Construction Department. 
John B. Eidemiller, 
Weeping Water Plani Dept. 
Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Giles H. Gere, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Cornelius Groendyke, 
Lincoln Service Department. 
G. S. Hart, 

Accounting Department. 
Jack Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 
Ned Johnson, 

Construction Depariment. 
Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 
Ervin H. Klundt, 

Hastings Plant Department. 
Roy W. Knorr, 

Platitsmouth Plant Department. 
Dick Lahr, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Martin R. Meyer, Jr., 
Construction Department. 
Lloyd A. Murphy, 
Consiruction Department. 
L. P. Neal, 

Supply Depariment. 

Roy W. Nyden, 
Construction Department. 
Bev N. Ott, 


| Supply Deparimeni. 
man in the Lincoln service de- |} 


Ted M. Ray, 
Non-functional, Beatrice. 


Dan Smith, 
Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Don D. Smith, 
Construction Depariment. 
Howard Siroup, 


|} Lincoin Service Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 


Supply Depariment. 


Company entered one of our 


(in the cab) M. D. Chamberlain. 


|The mammoth Heroes’ Day parade held in Lincoln, on July 17, to stimulate the sale of War Bonds 
‘and Stamps, was made up of the officers and employees of various Lincoln business institutions—plus 
‘a fine representation of soldiers and equipment from Fort Riley, Kansas, and the Lincoln Air Base. 
big construction trucks and a trailer load of poles—together 
with nearly 200 marching employees from all departments who tramped up O street carrying stand- 
ard desk sets. Signs and placards proclaimed the fact that this Company’s employees are signed up 
1. Here are the fellows who really “wowed” the crowd—our construc- 
tion boys. They got thunderous applause! 2. Accounting, commercial and plant department employees. 
3. Gals and gals—from all departments. They got a nice round of applause, too. 4. More of those popular 
construction boys, posing in front of the big truck just before the parade got under way. Left to right: 
W. E. Koller, Paul Wilkinson, C. D. Bucknell, A. R. Fritz, S. C. Mutchie, Foreman G. A. Foster, and 


| No New Experience 


(Beatrice Sun) 


‘oedesgen anes Scrap isn’t a 
new experience to Mark 
Caster whose job it is, as ex- 
ecutive secretary of the state 
salvage committee, to see that 
Nebraska’s_ scrap collection 
campaign rolls smoothly. As 
general plant superintendent 
of The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company for many 
years until his retirement in 
1938, Caster purchased all sup- 
plies and disposed of all re- 


covered materials. During his| 


business life he sold tons of 
| scrap. 

In 1938, when he sold 930,000 
pee une. of scrap copper for the 
‘Company, the Anaconda Copper 
Company described the sale as 
the largest ever made of scrap 
‘copper in the western half of the 
| United States. The copper repre- 
sented several years accumula- 
tion of old wire that the Company 
had saved during the depression 


Keckler Named 


Eastern District Clerk 


RTHUR S. Keckler, main- 
tenance inspector in the 
Lincoln service department, 
——___________. was named 


Hae ee 
be a 


‘| district clerk 
of the Eastern 
district on 
August 1. He 
7 replaces J. S. 
= | Jackson, who 
‘|has been 
_| made installa- 
tion supervi- 


ae: | ie 
A. S. Keckler ae 


braska Ord- 
nance Plant at Mead. 
Mr. Keckler, whose _ service 


with our Company dates back to 
October, 1910, brings a_ broad 
background of practical telephone 
experience to his new assignment. 
At various times he has held the 
positions of intaller, combination- 
man, switchboard supervisor, 
switchboard inspector, district 
inspector and manager of the for- 


‘until better prices were offered.' mer Havelock manual exchange. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS-— 


ipo trips over the territory the past week were con- 
fined to fewer exchanges than usual due to limited 
time on the part of employees as well as to conserve 
rubber and gasoline but, even so, we were delighted with 
the fine morale evident throughout the 


entire organization. This war requires 
extra duties and responsibilities. 
presents a picture, often gloomy and 
foreboding, but every one is facing the 
situation cheerfully and not only tak- 
ing the present assignments “in stride” 


but many of our folks expressed them- 
selves as anxious to make all necessary 
sacrifices in order to win the war and 
bring again to our country and to the 
world the blessings of peace. 


During the past week the members of our volunteer 
cadre of officers for a construction unit of the Signal 


Corps have been receiving their commissions. 


It 


By the 


time this is printed the entire cadre may be on its way. 
With them, as with all others of our organization, will 
go our best wishes for a successful experience and an 


early and safe return. 


—J. H. AGEE. 
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Number 8 


Smith Wins Commission | TRAFFIC TRAINING 


AN SMITH, who was dis- 
trict clerk at Beatrice un- 
til he enlisted in the army in 
February, 1941, has just been 
io Brad tared 
oat from the Sig- 
nal Corps de- 
partment of 
the officers 
training 
school at 
Monmouth, N. 
J. He was at 
once assigned 
A 2 tol hthe staff 
.., and faculty of 
Lt. Dan W. Smith ae fevers 
candidate department at Fort 
Monmouth and is now an in- 
structor there. Dan’s many 
friends in telephone circles 
will rejoice in his success in 
winning a commission. 


Rate Adjustment 


Continued To March 1 


i hese Nebraska state railway 
commission has issued an 
order continuing in effect un- 
til March 1, 1943, the adjusted 
rate schedule of The Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph 
Company which went into ef- 
fect during last February. The 
rate adjustments covered 84 
of our 118 exchanges. The 
commission declined to make 
the schedule permanent at this 
time, feeling that present ab- 
normal and irregular condi- 
tions in the telephone industry 
make this step inadvisable. 
The commission finds that the 
new rates have not increased 
the Company’s net revenues, 
which are still below what it 
has found in the past to be a 
reasonable return upon invest- 
ment. 


July “Accident 


Quiz’ Winners 


$5.00 Cash Award — Sterling 
Nelson, Area Manager, Au- 
burn. 


$3.00 Cash Award—L. W. Win- 
scot, Construction Dept., 
Lincoln. 


$2.00 Cash Award—John Rup- 
pel, Plant Department, Ne- 
braska City. 


HONORABLE MENTION: 


EK. T. Dougherty, Service De- 
partment, Lincoln; Earl J. 
Kichenour, Construction Dept., 
Lincoln; Roy E. Mills, District 
Manager’s Office, Beatrice. 


As summarized from the 
various papers received, the 
following is a solution to the 
July Accident Quiz question: 


1. Who or what was a fault? 
The lineman was at fault. 


2. How could it have been 
avoided? 


Had the lineman occupied a 
position on the same side of 
the pole as his work, the 
clamp could have been 
tightened without the use of 
a hammer. 


3. What steps should be taken 


to prevent a repetition? 


The workman’s position 
should be as convenient as 
possible to the work; should 
afford the greatest possible 
freedom of movement; and 
should permit the use of 
necessary force with safety. 
The use of a hammer on any 
wrench is considered unnec- 
essary and unsafe. 


It takes the work of 18 men 
back home to keep a single sol- 
dier on the fighting front. 


PROGRAM EXPANDED 


Schools Are Set Up in 
Southern District To Offset 
Losses In Operating Forces. 


fl ee telephone industry in 
general, and our own Com- 
pany in particular, is facing a 
serious situation in the con- 
stant and increasing loss of 
trained operators. They have 
been leaving the industry for 
other fields of employment 
faster than they can be 
trained. 

To meet this serious threat 
to the efficiency of the tele- 
phone service in our war 
project centers, General Traf- 
fic Superintendent R. 5S. 
Brewster has set up special 
training schools in the South- 
ern district, in addition to the 
two schools in Lincoln which 
are under the general direc- 
tion of Chief Operator Ber- 
niece Smith. The chief pur- 
pose of the new schools is to 
train operators for transfer to 
those points in our territory 
where traffic is heaviest and 
the labor turn-over is great- 
est. 


Selection of Southern dis- 
trict exchanges for this train- 
ing activity is based upon the 
fact that there are no large 
Governmental war projects in 
that area, and the traffic sit- 
uation is consequently much 
quieter than in the other dis- 
tricts. 


At Beatrice, Chief Opera- 
tor Maude Willey has organ- 
ized day and evening schools. 
Virginia Hosier instructs the 
day school, with Louise 
Schmidt as coach. Vera Clark 
is instructor for the evening 
school, and Vey Warren for 
the local class. 


At Fairbury, Chief Operator 
Pearl Bishop has organized a 
local school with Dorcas Slater 
as instructor, and a toll school 
with Mary Jackson instruct- 
ing. 

We are also conducting 
classes at Auburn, Nebraska 
City and Tecumseh, where 
girls are trained for transfer 
to Lincoln. In fact, all the 
above exchanges are employ- 
ing operators who are given to 
understand that, as soon as 
their training is completed, 
they will be transferred to 
Lincoln, Wahoo or Hastings. 


As an indication of our an- 
ticipated toll increase, it is ex- 
pected that the full operation 
of the Lincoln Air Base will 
give Lincoln toll traffic such 
a bulge that it will be neces- 
sary to increase our direct 
Lincoln-Chicago circuits from 
5 to 15 during evening hours. 
Through the cooperation of 
the Northwestern Bell Com- 
pany, this increase in circuits 
will be made possible by the 
diversion of 10 Omaha-Chicago 
circuits to Lincoln during 
those hours. A_ carefully 
worked out program has been 
arranged to divert toll circuits 
to our vital toll centers to meet 
our heavy future traffic re- 
quirements. 


All the metal needed to manu- 
facture a .30 calibre machine gun 
could be obtained from a pair of 
old roller skates, two door hinges, 
one door lock, one cold spade, one 
trash burner and one trash bas- 

et. 
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| Thirty-Eight Years 
| C. H. Liebhart, Lincoln; C. L. 
Walker, Wahoo. 


Published in the Interest of the Employes of This Company, 
to Whom it Is Furnished Without Charge 
NORMAN Ort, Editor 
J. H. Hartiry, Staff Photographer 
Publication Office, Room 200. 
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| Dan Higgins, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Four Years 

| Chas. Olson, Stromsburg. 
| 


Thirty-Three Years 


Vern Campbell, David City; J. 
A. Dobbs, Lincoln; C. Haberman, 
Friend; Effie Smith, Tecumseh. 


Thirty-Two Years 

C. G. Hedstrom, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 

F. W. Walter, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Nine Years 

R. J. Rogers, Wymore. 
Twenty-Six Years 

Wm. L. Eckles, Wilber; H. E. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
“A Nebraska Company Serving Its People” 


| 


(C048 -Jalk” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


N 


versaries” column 


case you've been missing our monthly “Service Anni- 
and a lot of you have indicated you did 


muss it—it is back again this month. Reason for its disappear-| Jenkins, Lincoln: Ruth Koukal, 
ance for two months was a desire to ascertain its popularity. | Plattsmouth; W. H. Spurlock, 
We ascertained—and how! And that, it would seem, settles | Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Wm. A. Letellier, Nebraska 
City; H. C. Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
EK. L. Martin, Lincoln; Norman 
Ott, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 


Frank F. Kubat, Superior; H. L. 
Whitney, Superior. 


lm told that Leland Hodge, popular Beatrice plant em- 
ployee, ate some really high priced strawberries this sea- 
He wasn’t satisfied with the berries he could get in 
town and kept telling Mrs. Hodge about how he’d “give a lot 
for some of those good old country berries right out of the 
patch.” Well, he got ‘em, and he did “give a lot” for them. 
He packed Mrs. Hodge into the family car and, after covering a 
large portion of Gage county, finally located a farm with a 
perry patch. He secured permission from the farmer to pick 
the quantity he desired and, with Mrs. Hodge doing most 
of the picking, the berries were gathered and paid for. He 
had parked his car near the farm house and it was dark 
when he made a quick start to drive away. In some manner, 
he got his car tangled up with the family clothesline and, with 
a great ripping sound, our Mr. Hodge neatly tore the entire 
back porch right off the farmer’s house! It cost Brother 
Hodge about $25 to placate the angry farmer—which made 
his strawberries cost about $5 per quart, on which basis I am 
of the firm opinion that he should have eaten them with a 
golden spoon! | 


Twenty-Two Years 


G. W. Jahn, Lincoln; 
Iwohn, Clatonia. 


Lena 


Twenty-One Years 
Rose Fankhauser, Humboldt; L. 
H. Pierce, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Edna Calvin, Wahoo. 
Nineteen Years 
Wm. Mouden, York; Anna Lar- 
son, Sutton. 
Eighteen Years 
N. Mae Hunt, Harvard; 
Wedgwood, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
Myrtle Hiner, Lincoln; R. A. 
Pugsley, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 


B. J. Sievers, Lincoln: 
Osborne, David City; G. O. 


E. 


T4 


ft was genuinely heart-warming to hear the applause 
which greeted our construction department “heavy” boys as 
they marched in the big Heroes’ Day parade in Lincoln, on 
July 17. As they came swinging down O street, wearing their 
regular working togs and safety belts—and with their hooks 
tossed across their shoulders—they made an impressive pic- 


a : Seaton, Lincoln; Vey Warren, 
ture which drew round after round of applause from the great | Beatrice. 
crowd. It was a spontaneous gesture of appreciation from Fifteen Years 
the public, directed toward the men it recognizes as the ones| fFisq Bornemeier, Louisville: 


who are “out there on the firing line” for the telephone in- 
dustry. The construction boys, being constantly on the move 
throughout our territory, do not often get the publicity in the 
“News” which they deserve. This has long been one of my 
big headaches, and someday Ill figure out a cure for it. In 
the meantime, this is to let you construction boys know that 
all the rest of us really enjoyed the fact that the parade on- 
lookers rated you as “terrific!” 


Maude Lindeman, Bruning; L. W. 
Neff, Lincoln; R. C. Shellen- 
barger, Plattsmouth. 
Fourteen Years 
R. J. Connors, Nebraska City; 
Mayme Carroll, Shelby; Wm. 
Knee, Lincoln; C. E. Hedstrom, 
Lincoln; Thad E. Newhouse, Se- 
ward; R. H. Stebbings, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 
Hotilda Eurich, Friend. 
Nine Years 
Wilma Grupe, Beatrice; Minnie 
M. Paul, Lincoln; Clara Van 
Matre, Rising City. 
Eight Years 
Alice M. Peters, Friend. 
Seven Years 
Elaine Manion, Lincoln; Shirley 
Bradshaw, Fairbury; Mary Os- 


born, Cook; Della Wilcox, Lin- 
coln. 


Tyler W. “Bus” Ryan, manager at Humboldt, writes me 
that George Damon, combinationman at that exchange, is 
likely to go down in history as a “bee charmer!” A sort of 
imitation Pied Piper, one assumes — although “Bus” kept 
trying to write it “Pie Eyed!” Clearing some trouble at a resi- 
dence in the nearby town of Table Rock, “Bus” was ap- 
proached by a lady who said a swarm of bees had taken up 
quarters in a wall of her home. “I hope,” she said, “that 
you are the telephone man who deals with bees. We’ve heard 
he is most remarkable.” Manager Ryan was thrown for a 
big loss by that remark and, while he was groping for words, 
she continued: “Is your name Damon? We hear that Mr. 
Damon draws bees out of walls by some special sort of tap- 
ping. They come right out at once.” And then, while “Bus” 
still splattered, she became confidential. “And they do say,” 
she whispered, “that when they won’t come out he just 
plays on a little horn!” Manager Ryan could stand no more. 
He went right over to his truck and had himself a nervous 
breakdown. And all the way back to Humboldt he was snarl- 
ing: “Let me at him—just let me at him! Him and his little 
horn! Tootling around on a horn for the benefit of a bunch 
oi dumb bees and making a monkey out of the good old 
telephone industry! Why—he’s a goldarned ‘bee gigolo,’ that’s 
what he is!” 


Six Years 
Viola Carlson, Superior; Mar- 
garet Holka, Ashland; G. T. Hen- 
derson, Lincoln. 
Five Years 


Frances D. Bobbitt, 


Geneva; 
Faye Stahl, Hastings. 


Remember Pearl 
Harbor. 


Here’s a story that concerns Construction Inspector Joy Dobbs, 
as capable and conscientious a telephone man as tours our territory. 
Some weeks ago, he journeyed to one of our larger exchanges to go 
over some matters of joint pole line construction with that city’s 
officials. He had labored long and diligently over a blue print that 
was the last word in blue prints. In fact, the blue print was so 
essential to this conference that, without it, he was bound to be a 
lost soul. For this reason, he carefully shepherded the brief case in 
which he always carries his prints. The conference went into high 
gear with military precision. The city dads, marching two abreast, 
came swinging down an alley—with a stirring “hep-hep-hep” from 
the city engineer—and stamped to a snappy stop in front of our Mr. 
Dobbs. The discussion got under way. Soon, waxing more and more 
technical, it reached a point where Joy raised a hand and said: 
“Pause, gentlemen. I have here a blue print which will knock your 
theories into a cocked hat.” Whereupon, he opened his brief case— 
and promptly collapsed. No blue print! He had left it on his desk 
in Lincoln. The brief case was as empty as Hitler’s promises. The 
city dads dusted off their hands. They wheeled snappily into march- 
ing order. “Well, goodbye, Mr. Dobbs,” they chorused. “It’s been nice 
knowing you. Stop in with a blue print some time and we'll split a 
keg of nails.” After which, the city engineer shouted “Forward, 
march!” and the city dads went “hep-hep-hepping” out of the alley— 
leaving our Mr. Dobbs to gnaw his knuckles and scream to Heaven 
in a high, piercing falsetto! 


It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. Our 
government calls on you to 
help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them every 
day if you can. But buy them 
on a regular basis. 


Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 cents 
Savings stamps can be bought 
at all banks and postoffices, 
and bonds can be purchased 
through our Company. In Lin- 
coln, and in all other district 
and area points, stamps may 
also be purchased from our 
own Company. 


Se SS... 
—— Sc Nee OO.  :: 


—N. O. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


Alvin B ROCK PAPE 


SSS SSS 
ee 


August, 1942 


Father J. Howe officiating. A 
short honeymoon was spent in 
Denver, Colorado and Chey- 
enne, Wyoming. 

eo @ 


Mabel Hall, traffic depart- 
ment at Lincoln, was united 
in marriage to Sergeant 
Vernon E. Huddleston. The 


Bill Morris, Lincoln business 
office, is the proud father of a 
new baby boy born July 15, 
weighing eight pounds. The 
new-born has been named 
Richard William. 


“Happiness Ahead” 


NNOUNCEMENT has been 

made of the marriage of 
Frances Roubal to Pfc. Ed- 
ward L. Styskal at Los 
Angeles, Calif., on May 4, 1942. 
Mrs. Styskal was the efficient , ; 
operator at Bruno. Lineman Sinks Sub 


While at his work aloft one misty after- 


e® °@ : , Robert Todd, of the Pacific Tele- 
wean tools . pees at St. phone and Telegraph Company, “cast a 

- : ; glance out to sea from time to . On 
Margaret Oglesby, traffic Paul's Met odist C urch, In the day before a submarine had’ cink 4 


tanker not so far off shore. He hoped, but 
hardly expected in such weather, to catch 
a sight of one of these raiders. 

But suddenly there came a rift in the 
clouds and a finger of sunlight flashed 


department, York, became the 
bride of Sgt. Wendell Shaw, 
Sunday, July 19, 1942, at Camp 


Lincoln, at six o’clock, July 31. 


VV ” 
Mrs. Shaw will live at Abilene, NEWCOMER in the Theis saw the dark form take definite shape. si 
Texas. home is Rebecca born June attached “his nerigoie tetenhones alscned 
“a 30, weighing seven pounds. | "In Oaiy a fou many neadauarters, 


ing with the roar of bombers, and shortly 
afterward an enemy submarine and _ its 
crew sank, destroyed, to the bottom of the 
sea, 


The proud father is Fay Theis, 
Announcement has been/switchman, Lincoln. 
made of the marriage of 
Bernice Johnson and Carl 
Oellerich at Hiawatha, Kansas, 
January 19. The bride has 
been employed in the traffic 


department at Table Rock. 
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District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 
a ve for July, 1942 January 1, 1942 
Bette Cochran, accounting Central District a ssoctepoennenne pat nae 
department, and Dean Murphy |} Eastern District— 
were married at her home, DAVE CY ass titacsveercceacesiss —19 
2323 Orchard, June 28. Rev. Ss aerieante Aes sa ae ee me — 
Ruyle officiated. The young mal ag Rpt aa _6 19 
couple took a short trip after Wahoo 00 591 
the wedding. DOs satacsctscorenstowctans Malena: 48 557 
e® @ Southern District— 
Hs (011 91) bi ¢ Eee See —1 —84 
Bonita McDowell, cashier at BCAITICO Hectares —15 —22 
Fairbury, and Howard K. Lar- i) ee —12 it 
kins, were married Sunday, oe sitesi Rete yes eerseeaneennat —t =< 
July 5. The cer took DEOL aesesnnereenuanennreesecsanttereen nae oan 
o. e ceremony 2c: | eae a —37 —136 
place at the Holy Trinity Western District 
Episcopal church in Lincoln, ee pr 5 3 
Rev. Howard C. Gosnell of- fo 17 
ficiating. 1 Co) 0) 0) + Ua —— —44 
| 


Aleta Schmidt, accounting 
department, and Francis 
Murphy, were married July 
18, at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 


R PUBLISHED BY REMARKABLE WOMAN 


a aaneananesennmg mnpwens 


; 
Orrice 


_ 


tor induced Mrs. Blanche Gabus, editor of the Brock Bulletin, to pose for a few pictures 
by our staff photographer. We had several reasons for this action—a prime one being the 
fact that she is a most remarkable lady, and one whom we feel should be honored in these 
pages. Mrs. Gabus operates one of the last “hand set” newspapers remaining in Nebraska. 
The omnipotent linotype machine has practically wiped out the ancient art of setting news- 
paper stories into type by hand. Nearing 70 years of age, Mrs. Gabus is a veritable bundle 
of energy. She “rustles up” all the news items and advertising for the Bulletin, sets all 
the type by hand, and prints the weekly issue on a somewhat primitive but quite efficient 
power-driven press. She’receives occasional help from school girls, who quickly learn to set 
type under her efficient instruction. But she does most of the work herself, in the quaint 
little shop which more nearly resembles a child’s play-house—or a movie set for an “early 
days” epic—than a typical newspaper office. Mrs. Gabus loves flowers, and this is why 
there are roses and honeysuckle and other blooms in profusion around the building. And 
there is the hum of bees on the quiet air, and the song of birds in the great trees nearby, 
and one sinks down contentedly on the porch bench and wonders whatever became of the 
war and all the other worries of a faraway world. Mrs. Gabus owns the little shop and the 
adjoining house in which she lives. Years ago, her husband owned and operated the Bulle- 
tin. After his death, she carried on the paper despite the fact that, as she phrases it, “I just 
don’t know a thing about the newspaper business.” But, strange to say, she knows enough 
about it to publish a homey, chatty little newspaper which the people of Brock love so much 
that it is doubtful if anyone else will ever be able to fill her place when her labors cease. 
She has chronicled the joys and sorrows of that tiny community in her own honest, straight- 
forward language for so long that she has become an institution, and the “News” editor 
is quite ready to join Brock citizens in declaring that the Bulletin is unique in Nebraska. A 
lovable, interesting lady is Editor Blanche Gabus, and we advise you to call on her when- 
ever you are in the vicinity of Brock. She really likes telephone folks. And you’ll be see- 
ing just about the last example of an old-time newspaper office! 
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Eastern District 


Phyllis Taylor 


Ashland 

Included in our list of July “vaca- | 

tionists’’ were Mrs. May and Geraldine 
McDowell, operators, at the Ashland 
exchange. Gladys Ball spent a 
few days visiting friends and relatives 
n Columbus. Phyllis Weich and | 
Margaret Holka have completed their | 
toll training. The girls held a! 
pienic at the State Fisheries picnic 
¢roun July 30, in honor of Margaret 
Micl and Doris Sutton, who soon 


Laas 

ole . 

LOSH1 
Fe 
Le 


wil transferred from the 


traffic department. 
Beaver Crossing 
The first part of August will find 
Bernice Gary enjoying herself in the 
larce city of Chicago, during her va- 
cation period. 
Brainard 

Mrs. Mary Docekal, chief operator- 
eashier, took her two weeks’ vacation 
beginning July 6 and ending July 19. | 
“hose two weeks of “well earned” | 


leisure moments were spent with her 
husband, Ben, combinationman at Da- 


vid City, 


a 
Ozarks and in Crete. 

Bruno 
We were a little surprised when 
Frances Roubal, chief operator-cash- 


ar, returned from her vacation in Cali- 
‘‘miss,”” but we were hardly 
for the day when Frances 


2 
tornia as 


prepared 


phoned and announced her secret mar- | 
at Los} 
1942. | 


riage to Edward L. Styskal 
Angeles, California, on May 4, 

. Vilma Dolista, relief operator, will 
eed Frances Roubal. Good luck 
27a, we're happy to have you with 


suce 
Viln 
us 
Cedar Blufis 
Among the names of ‘“vacationists” 
we find that of Mrs. Hazel Myers, chief 
operator-cashier, who took her four- 


teen days’ vacation from July 13 to July 


26. Mrs. Myers spent her time visiting 
friends and relatives in Valparaiso, 
Friend, Dorchester and Lincoln. The 


been. Mrs. Myers spent about four 

days in the community hospital at Wa- 

hoe, undergoing a minor operation. 
David City 

of July 

Elaime 


Fourth 
big days. 
at 
‘olin where she 
houser, cashier, 


skating rink. 


The was 


our Marquis spent 
the evening 
met Dorothy 


Moreane 


The 
~1i€ 


evening at Schuyler where Ann 


in the 


Stump and Doris Supencheck appeared 
on the scene. ... Catherin Northway | 
spent the day in the country visiting 
friends. Julia Hilger picnicked | 
at Seott’s Lake, while the Alvin Os- 
borne family and relatives from Co- 


lumbus 


park... 


picnicked at the David City 
Two newcomers at the David 


1en 


Fr i, who comes as the night oper- 
ator, and Shirley Johnson, who will be 
getting acquainted with the title of 


‘cashier’’ which will be hers in Sep- 


tember. Kenneth Richards, com- 
binationman, is enduring two weeks | 
away from his toils by fishing and 


otherwise enjoying himself. ... Cath- 


erin Northway spent July 24 in Lincoln | 


shopping for something “new and blue”’ 
for that coming event. Catherin was 
the honored guest at a pre-nuptial 


linen and personal shower on July 19 | 
where she received many lovely gifts. | 


. July 2 found the David City girls 
eating chicken at the park and saying 
a regretful farewell to Eileen Michael, 
who departed for California on July 
12. . Jane Gillespie and Irene spent 
July 23, shopping in Lincoln. a 
Genevieve Griffin, Ann Stump, Julia 
Hilger and Harvey Armagost spent the 
evening of July 21 tripping the light 
fantastic at Schuyler to the music of 
Biue Baron. 

Nebraska City 


Vacations are once again in full swing 


at the Nebraska City office. ... Na- 
dine Borland returned, July 17, after 
spending two weeks in Omaha and 
Union. Evalyn Sprague spent a 
week with her sister and family in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. . Lillian Bader, 
chief operator, left July 24 for St. 
louis, Missouri, to get away from it 
all. for her well earned two weeks of 
rest. ... We have one local class and 


three toll classes at the present time. 
The acting school “‘marms” are Evelyn 
Letellier, Rita Simunaci, and Irene 
Combs, and the students are Dorothy 
Rink, Kathieen Snyder, Nellie Thomp- 
son, Loretta Wademan, Mary McKenzie, 
Resemary Komma, and Mary Mc- 
Carthy 
us again, helping out during the rush. 
... We were happy to have two of our 
“ex-operators,’’ Mrs. Parker (Kathryn 
Bennet) of Junction City, Kansas, and 


Amy Thurman of Ft. Worth, Texas, 
visit us. Come again, girls, as you are 
always welcome. Maxine Hun- 


sicker certainly is wearing a big smile 
and also a big diamond that Uncle 
Sam delivered to her all the way from 
Hawaii. Lucille Bussey received 
vanity case from London and it 
must be extra special because she 
won't even use it... . Phyllis Adams 
and Betty Janssen tried their luck at 


> 
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hitehhiking to Sterling. . Barbara 
Pfann spent a week-end at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri. Edith Rivett 


missed a few days work because of 


iliness. We have been wondering if 
she tried one of Irene Combs new 
dishes. . Everyone has been keep- 
ing their eyes on Mildred Cohn be- 
cause that “man was here again,” 
Ralph Connors, wire chief, took one 
week of his vacation, July 6 to 12. 


He spent his time helping his father 
harvest the wheat on their farm near 


Ashland || 


and family vacationing in the | 


t few days of her vacation were not } 
quite as enjoyable as they might have | 


Capitol Beach at Lin- | 
Funk- | 
polishing the floor at} 
All- | 
t decided to spend the day “looking | 
on” from the front porch and dancing | 


one of) 


Tecumseh. 


| beards! 


: ; | 

Bruning, Nebraska, which was indeed;a relief operator. 
.. Margaret | started her vacation, August 1. 
|Evans and Dorothy McKenzie spent} will spend part of her time visiting in 


City exchange are Merna Stewart from ‘the week-end of July 4 in St. Louis, | Omaha, 


|a very fine thing to do. . 


1. Mary Boyd, new employee in the Lincoln traffic department. ; 
3. This solemn gentleman is Bill Quinn, our “News” correspondent in the Lincoln business, office. 
“nan” fool you. 4. Meet the popular “red head” of the Lincoln business office—Harriet Ellis. That smile has the boys mumbling in their 
5. Before Rod Andrews, general traffic, Lincoln, left us to join the army, the boys threw a “Drown Andrews” party in his 
honor (?) at the Capitol Beach swimming pool. Here Carl Ahl, printing service supervisor, sells Rod a ticket to his own party! 6. Here’s 
7. Dorothy Miller, Lincoln, secretary to District Plant Manager Clayton 
8. Our very charming relief elevator operator in the general 


“service with a smile” by Bettye Anne Dasher, operator, Perw. 
Liebhart—and “News” correspondent for the Lincoln service department. ner 
office building is Marjorie May—daughter of that well known Lincoln plant employee, Jess T. May. 9. Helping to give good service in 
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Brock is Mrs. Edith Manrose, relief operator. 


Leila Geiger 


the remainder will be spent 


visiting an “extra special’ friend of | at home. 


Margaret’s. 
Plattsmouth 


Wahoo 
J. C. Gilchrist of Wahoo plant de- 


Very little excitement took place at | partment, spent the first two weeks 


| the Plattsmouth exchange during the 
| month of July. . However, we did 
| manage to scrape up one or two news 
. . Helen Ledgway spent July 
| in Omaha spending some of her 
/“hard earned” cash. . Cc. M. Bull 
| stented his vacation July 28. He spent 
‘most of his time visiting in David 
. Wednesday, July 29, found 
| Mr. Dobson busy helping with the 
“serap metal drive.” Mrs. Tartsch, 
cashier, had to inquire several times 
during the day the name of the person, 
who had such a “soiled” appearance. 
Each time, this industrious person 


items. . 
29 


City. 


| 


own area manager—Mr. Dobson. 


Seward 


Our two new operators are Zella Mae 
Preston and Mary Jane Otto. Zella 
started her training on July 11, while 
Mary began her “hello” girl training 
July 27. We extend our heartiest wel- 
come to both of these girls, and wish 
them success. ... Laura Douty, cashier, 
spent her vacation in cool Colorado 
with her relatives. She reports that 
they really saw all the “sights” and 
the state of Colorado. .. Jessie Lan- 
don, operator, visited friends in Des 
Moines, Iowa, during the fourth of 
July....L. B. Mapel left July 21 for 
Colorado and California. We know 
that he got to California because he 


respondence cards to us, which was 
rather a surprise because we didn’t 
expect him to get any farther than 
Colorado. 


Syracuse 


Margery Wenninghoff is a new stu- 
Gent operator in our traffic depart- 
ment. Welcome, Margery. The 
office force envies Irene Halvorsen, 
on these hot summer days. Irene is 
spending her vacation in Colorado.... 
Joyce Tucker spent a few days last 
week visiting friends in Seward. She 
reported having had a wonderful time 
even if they did pick the wrong time to 
clean the swimming pool. ... Sophia 
Windels, chief operator and her niece, 
Audrey Lee, who is visiting here from 
Missouri, spent Tuesday, July 28 in 
| Lincoln, ... Manager and Mrs. M. H. 
|Morgan went to Omaha, Saturday, 
| July 25, to meet their daughter, Jo 
|Ann, who has just returned from a 
| visit with friends in Minneapolis. 
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Tamora 
Mrs. Grubaugh, chief operator-cash- 
ier, spent an enjoyable two weeks’ va- 
cation visiting in David City and York. 
Utica 


| Olga Abrahams, student operator, 
‘has completed her training and is now 


| 
| 


wrote one of those busy man’s cor-. 
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of July vacationing at home. ... Mrs. 
Edna Calvin of Wahoo traffic depart- 
ment, is spending her vacation with 
her daughter and family in Denver. 
... We welcome Bertilee Blacker from 
Seward to the Wahoo traffic depart- 
ment, 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Depariments 


Clara Jones 


Sometimes we almost envy those de- 
partments where the same employees 


turned out to be none other than our | Stay on month after month, and year 


after year. Don’t get us wrong, we 
welcome every one of our new co- 
workers, but gee, how we hate to lose 
the old ones. Betty Kabat decided 
to leave her friends and work here, 
and accompany her folks to California 
to live. Eight girls from the accounts 
unit honored Betty at dinner and a 
show before she left and the account- 
ing department presented her with a 
gift... . Marilyn Hoyt has been listen- 
ing to the radio a little too much we 
believe—anyway, one day she told us 
that opportunity was hammering at 
her door and she was off to work at 
KFAB. Of course she is starting in as 
a receptionist, but we are sure the 
time will be short until we will be 
hearing Marilyn as one of the leading 
comediennes of the air. Good luck, 
kid, we’ll be listening. Charlotte 
Doolittle and Darlene Holloway have 
been chosen to fill the vacancies cre- 
ated by Betty and Marilyn leaving. 
We hope you girls will like it here 
and that your stay will be a pleasant 
one. . Congratulations and best 
wishes are in order now to Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis Murphy, formerly Aleta 
Schmidt, who were married in Lincoln, 
Saturday, July 18. Aleta reports that 
they had a perfectly wonderful honey- 
moon, spent in Denver, Colorado, and 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. ; Accounts 
Supervisor, Marguerite Holbrook, and 
five of her accounts clerks hied them- 
selves off to Capitol Beach not so 
long ago for a steak fry. No sooner 
had they arrived then they were over- 
taken by the Army, part of which in- 
sisted on building the fire and mak- 
ing themselves very necessary. The re- 
sult—it was necessary for the girls 
to go back to town and practically buy 
out a meat shop to feed the starving 
Army. Anyway they report a swell 
time was had by all... . Toll billing 
department is losing a fine employee 
this month when Mildred Sherman 
goes down that middle aisle with Ed- 


i 


We wish you lots of luck and happi- 
She |} ness Mildred, and hope you can get 


away from your new home in Lyons to 
visit us now and then.... We’re throw- 
ing down that ‘‘welcome” mat again, 
this time for Adeline Carlson, a new- 
comer in the toll billing department, 
also a ‘‘glad to see you back” to Irene 
Seifert, following an illness. .. . 
Uncle Sam has tossed out another in- 
vitation, this time right into the lap 
of Mr. Hart, of the printing service 
unit, who is leaving Friday. We’re 
wishing you the best of luck and hope 
you will find time to keep us posted 
on Army life from that side of the 
fence. . . . Harold Hoeppner has been 
transferred from the disbursement sec- 
tion to the printing service unit to 
take Mr. Hart’s place. Bruce 
Sievers and Elinore Casari were two 
employees taking vacations in July. 
Mr. Sievers said he enjoyed a quiet 
vacation and Elinore would only tell 
us that she spent her vacation at home. 
Could it be possible she spent two 
weeks doing nothing? How we envy 
you. . News reaches us that Bob 
Anderson, formerly of the engineering 
department, left us to accept work at 
the Lincoln Air Base and that Clarence 
Scholz is now working at the Martin 
Bomber plant in Omaha. Good luck 
to both of you. . Little old Cupid 
is sure one fellow who never forgets 
even after the victory is won. This 
time Cupid is Ed Manion and we cer- 
tainly don’t blame Ed for not forget- 
ting his gorgeous redhead, “Elaine,” 
whom he calls ‘‘Wifey.” If you could 
have seen the beautiful flowers which 
he sent her on the anniversary date 
of their wedding you would know 


he also called her that evening from 
Fort McClellan, Alabama, where he is 
stationed. . We will have to give 
Dewey Nelson credit for really pulling 
a whizzer on his wife this month. 
Dewey planned a surprise party in 
honor of Lilia’s birthday, bought food, 
presents, and had guests in the living 
room without Lilia even suspecting 
what goes on there, All the same it 
was one swell party and we hope Lilia 
has another birthday soon. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Bill Quinn 

Every month about this time the 
employees of this office seem to get 
a bad case of the lockjaw. We wouldn't 
go so far as to say they are publicity 
shy but anyway they are shy. Well, 
here goes with the meager bit of news 
we could gather. Sylvia Jakub 
spent the week-end of July 18, visit- 
ing the old home town of Brainard. 
Betty Crew visited her folks in 
Geneva the week-end of July 5.... 
Howard Spahnle vacationed the week 
of July 4, visiting relatives in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, and also in Ot- 
tumwa, Iowa. Never let it be said 


ward Turen. Mildred tells us August} that “Spanky” doesn’t get around... . 
9 is the day and the place will be| Mary Lou Armstrong can verify the 
Omaha unless they change their minds. | fact that Uncle Sam’s agents are around 
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2. Here is Regina Weakland, who recently joined our traffic force at 


Don’t let that dignified 


these days. It seems Mary Lou was 
going to take some pictures of some 
department friends at the Burlington 
depot the other day. Everything was 
all set with her friends displaying 
their cheeriest smiles when up steps a 
muscle-bound gent and demands that 
she hand over her camera. Well now, 
Mary Lou wanted a bit of explanation 
before giving her camera away to a 
total stranger. The strong man obliged 
by reciting an article of war in no 
uncertain terms. Mary Lou didn’t wait 
to hear the last clause of the article. 
She tucks her camera under her arm 
and made a record dash running her 
own interference leaving a trail of 
reeling and slightly disheveled pas- 
sengers in her wake. She is now 
waiting to see if there happended to 
have been any football scouts on the 
scene. . Mrs. Cecil Anderson took 
a two weeks vacation starting July 6. 
Mrs. Anderson reports she enjoyed 
her rest at home to such an extent 
that the one and only time she came 
down town she turned right around 
and caught the first bus home... . 
According to reports it seems that 
Margy Estes has copped a new boy- 
friend—you guessed it, he’s a soldier. 
When asked if the big moment was a 
buck private, Margy replied, ‘‘No, he’s 
only an instructor.” Bert Over- 
cash can’t quite decide whether to 
drive to Seattle, Washington, on his 
vacation or to conserve his tires so 
that when Uncle Sam gets ready to 
borrow them there will be no disap- 
pointment-—-on Uncle Sam’s part.... 
Joe Miller is leaving our office force 
to accept a position at the Nebraska 
Ordnance Plant on August 3. Joe will 


what we were talking about. She said ' have the title of ‘“Expeditor,” although 


he hasn’t quite decided what that job 
may involve. We’re sorry to see you 
leave, Joe, but we wish you the best 
of luck. Dorothy Wallick vaca- 
tioned from July 18 to August 1. She 
says she spent most of her time sleep- 
ing although she took time out to visit 
her parents at Bennet for a few days. 
. . - Waldo McDowell is quite sure the 
different officials at the reviewing 
stand for the ‘Heroes Day” parade no- 
ticed him in particular. Just as Mac 
walked by the reviewing stand his 
hat blew off and consequently he did 
double-time for a few seconds. As 
Mac puts it—anything for a laugh.... 
Lee Schlentz found an unexpected ir- 
ritable subscriber last week. Lee dialed 
a number and got the wrong number, 
After graciously excusing himself he 
hung up and was very careful to dial 
the right number. Again he received 
the same subscriber who was begin- 
ning to get a little hot under the col- 
lar. Well, Lee wasn’t going to give up 
so he slipped over to another phone 
and dialed again. The smoke fairly 
rolled that time as the same:subscriber 
began to shout and curse. Lee tried 
once more and upon hearing the same 
irate voice dropped the receiver im- 
mediately before the fireworks could 
start again. Poor old Lee was licked 


Personalities in the Month s News 


and the pity of it is we’ll never know 
whether it was Lee or the phone. 


General Offices 
Christine Witt 


Our staff artist, Joe Hartley, prac- 
tically wore a hole in the floor pac- 
ing from window to window the day 
we had the terrific hail storm. You 
see, poor Joe had a wonderful “Vic- 
tory’? garden, and he had just been 
bragging that morning about his fast- 
growing pole beans. The story of Jack 
and the bean-stalk was nothing com- 
pared to his work every evening of put- 
ting two-foot extensions on the poles 
the beans were climbing. Joe could 
just visualize his climbing beans af- 
ter the blanket of “knobbies.” To put 
a nice ending to this story—Joe’s gar- 
den was not hit by hail. Upon his 
arrival home, he found to his great 
amazement that the pole beans need- 
ed another extension. He failed to 
state whether he needed a step-ladder 
or not. Anyway Joe was so happy, he 
celebrated by taking his family to Cap- 
itol Beach for a swim... . July seems 
to be the rush month for vacations in 
the restful manner. Mr. Ott, advertis- 
ing manager, spent the week of July 
19, vacationing in the good old way 
of relaxing at home with the “chis- 
gers.”’. Miss Kloepper, general 
plant, accompanied by her mother, 
spent a two weeks vacation visiting 
her sister, Mrs. Ted Fleming at Sid- 
ney, Nebraska. Since this spot is right 
in the heart of the wheat belt, it was 
a remarkable sight to see thousands 
and thousands of ‘‘golden hue” acres in 
harvest swing. They made the trip 
by car, . Bonnie Nelson, general 
commercial department, spent the 
week-end of August 1 visiting a friend 
at Hastings. ... Katherine Rood, gen- 
eral commercial department, spent part 
of her vacation, July 15 to July 25, 
visiting her sister and brother-in-law, 
Lt. and Mrs. Harry Williams, Jr., at 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. While there she 
took in the ‘Frontier Days.” Since Lt. 
Williams is stationed at Fort Warren, 
she was fortunate to see the play, “The 
Drunkard” presented by the men in 
the armed forces. Katherine reports 
having had a splendid vacation out 
“West.” 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Ruth Schulte 

The old welcome mat is about as 
busy these days as a soap box on elec- 
tion day! Recent “inductions” into the 
field of headset wearers, plug-pushers 
and gals with the smiling voices are 
(well, let’s take them as they were 
“drafted’’). July 1 brought forth to our 
operating room Clara Edelmaier, Dor- 
othy Holley, Norma Rupprecht and 
Loreen Wurdeman. These four girls 
were taught the whys and what-fors 
of the local boards. Also about July 
1, Mrs. Ruth Sanders, a former oper- 
ator at Superior, Nebraska was em- 
ployed for toll work. And then July 
13 (it wasn’t Friday 13th) Minnie Paul 
instructed a class of five brand new 
students, along with three girls who 
were transferred to our department 
from out of town, in the art of toll 
operating! They are Esther Michel, 
Marianne Schleiger, Velma Baade, 
Ethel Hefley, Ruth Johnson, Marilyn 
Kline (the last four were former oper- 
ators) and Erma Hruska from Tecum- 
seh, Gertrude Knobel from Fairbury 
and Ruth Phelan who hails from 
Beatrice. To each and every one of 
you who are new to the operating 
room, a very friendly ‘Hi,’ and we 
hope you'll like it here! ....A lady, 
who in our estimation has won the 
hearts of all of us with her quiet and 
unassuming ways is being greatly 
missed around third floor these days. 
She’s Mrs. Emerson, likeable _ local 
supervisor, who recently underwent an 
operation at St. Elizabeth’s hospital. 
At this time she is convalescing very 
nicely at her home, and your reporter 
along with the rest of the “Gang” are 
saying, ‘‘Hurry back, Emmy, we miss 
you!”’ . And so we say ‘“Good- 
bye.”’ The west called to Anna Peder- 
sen Flemming, who was recently mar- 
ried, for she takes herself, bag and bag- 
gage, off to a farm near Kearney, 
Nebraska, where she will make her 
home with her husband for the time 
Happy harvesting to you, 
Phyllis Lane and Colette 
Jokerst, toll operators, resigned July 
10. Colette has gone home to live with 
her parents near York, Nebraska, and 
Phyllis is planning to go to school. 
Our loss is their gain, as is in the case 
of Virginia Miller, another toll oper- 
ator, who has left our employ to be- 
come an operator in the telephone of- 
fice at- Omaha. Just heard too, that 
Laurine Andersen, who resigned last 
month to live in California, has a job 
in the Bethlehem Steel Corporation at 
Los Angeles! Nice going Laurine!.... 
“Returns” are coming in on the latest 
vacationers! Mildred With reports a 
restful vacation, spending some time 
in Des Moines, Iowa, and Beatrice, Ne- 
braska, ... ‘‘Mac’”’ McKie “farmed” at 
Bennington, Nebraska and Ruth Goslin 
spent a quiet two weeks at home. . 
Off to Indianapolis, Indiana for a 
week, was Pat Crotzer to visit her hus- 
band who is serving in the Air Forces 
of our country. ... Bernice Alma visit- 
ed for two weeks somewhere in Cali- 
fornia and Betty Weart spent several 
days in Omaha. ... With a brand new 
set of luggage, Louise Porter left Sat- 
urday night, July 25, for a two weeks 
visit (rest-cure she says) with her sis- 
ter and mother! And that takes care 
of the vacations for the time being, 
‘though we’re still waiting for someone 
to take a bicycle tour of the East coast 
during their vacation. Would fit in 
kinda nice with the war effort, don’t 
you think? And just imagine what it 


would do for the waist line and the 
hips! Ask Marian Niemann—she’s 
quite a bicyclist in her own right from 
what we hear! . Visiting us this 
month, from Omaha, were Mildred 
Ramser, former instructress in our de- | 
partment, and her ten month old son. 


ral 


oung Charles made quite a hit with 
all the girls and they're waiting for a 
return visit real soon! .... We're hop- 
ing Aima Howell, local operator, who 
has been ill at her home for some time, 
will be back with us again. . 
Loma Critchfield, a former toll 
operator, back with us again, lay- 
ing aside her housewife duties, to help 
t on toll boards this ummer. 
Ww additions to the cafeteria in the 
way of two comely lassies are Phyllis 
Beaty and Peggy Larson. ... On her 
vacation, and off to visit her husband 
who is stationed at Camp Sutton, North 
Carolina, was Mary James. 


soon 
YT ~lenn 
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IS 
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Lincoln Service Depariment 
Dorothy Miller 

Two newcomers added to our forces 
Paul G. Radebaugh, in Mr. Nett’s 
department; and Eleanora Trnik, who 
will take Hazel Fricke’s place on ithe 
service board. Miss Fricke is resign- 
ing to teach school this fall... . Frank 
Kuchera took his vacation from July 7 

21. His brother, whom he has nat 
mn for the past two years, and who is 
in the Air Corps at Orlando, Florida, 
was here on a furlough during that 
time. Mr. Kuchera reports that they 
sure had a nice visit. 
vacationed from July 
with friends and 
Stromsburg and Yutan. 
Gueiker, Harry Walker and Harry 
Knudson spent their vacations 
July 6 to 19 staying at home... . H. G. 
Peachman spent the last week of his 
vacation from July 
with relatives in Cuba, Kansas. 
Bileen Hisey, typist in the 
room, was to have taken her vacation 
from July 20 to 29, but instead was 
taken to St. Elizabeth hospital the eve- 
ming of July 17, on account of an ap- 
pendix attack. She is getting along 
nicely and expects to return to work 
August 3. . 
his vacation on his farm harvesting his 
wheat crop of 1500 bushels. ... Mike 


to 18 visit- 
relatives at 
Paul 


3 


/ United = States. 
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and a very welcome one, to the ware- 


house on July 14. We guess we weren't | 


glad to see him! 
pleasant chat 


Each of us had a 
with him. Homer has 


ea Z ; . . > | 
been home most of the time with only | Adams... 


a- | vacation visiting at Alliance. 


occasional out-of-town visits to rel 
tives. He recently injured his 
in a fall at home, 
covered. Come again, Homer! 


foot 


but has since re-|! 


+» We! 


Sterling 


_ L. F. Broman enjoyed his two weeks. 
vacation, starting June 29. . 


. Mable 
Weyers spent June 28, 


- Ruth Probst enjoyed her 


Swanton 


have heard from former associates now | her two weeks vacation visiting rela- 


serving with the armed forces. Boyd 
Wedgewood, who was called in Febru- 


_ ary, was in town on leave over July 


4, 


sorry 


from Scott Field, 
that 


Illinois. We are 
he had only time to visit 


his family and cou ‘ i | 
: could not drop in ‘© | Murphy spent the week-end of June 


| 27, visiting in Lincoln and Omaha... . 


see us. 
leave 


Hope you will have a longe 
the next time, Boyd! . We 
had two post cards from Loren P. 
Neal, who left in April to join the 
radio section of the Army Signal Corps. 
The last card indicated he was on his 
way to a secret destination outside the 
Good luck to you, 
Loren! _. H. Huddleston recently 
received a letter from his son, Tom, 
announcing his safe arrival in England. 
Tam, a former night testboardman, is 
a first lieutenant in the Army Combat 


|Engineers attached to the Air Corps, 
though we do not know what his pres- 
ent assignment is. We recently 


... Ralph Culver | 


from | 


10 to 19 visiting 


switch- | 


. Herbert Jenkins spent | 


Seanion visited his daughters in Omaha | 


during his vacation. .. G&G W. Grif- 
fith, C. T. Ford, F. W. Theis, C. C. 
Perryman and F L. Tefft all stayed 


at home during their vacations doing 


odd jobs around the house such as 
papering, painting, working in the gar-| 
den, ete. . . F. P. Darnold has been | 


working in MHastings installing the 
contractor’s switchboard at the Naval 
Ammunition Depot... . Hattie Staiey 
Stayed at home during her vacation. . 

C. E. Harp vacationed at 
Wyoming, and also camped 
southeast of there along 


Meeteetse, 
70 miles 
Wood river 


where he reports that the trout fishing | fari 
Carrie Williamson | *¢7™. 


is swell. Mrs. 
spent her vacation in Lubbock, Texas, 
visiting her son, who is in the Air 
Corps supply department. While there 
She also visited the Carlsbad Caverns 
in New Mexico. She reports that she 
had a grand time. ... Lloyd Jenkins 
spent his vacation from July 6 to 12 
putting on demonstrations for the Red 
Cross. ... Mr. and Mrs. Paddack end 


daughter Marilyn vacatioéned from June | 


se 
Rw 


to July 5 in Los Angeles and San 


Franciseo, California, visiting with vela- | 


tives. 
Supply Department 
John Reed 

This is the month when we usually 
have a long list of vacations to regale 
our gentle readers with. This time, 
however, we have had so much to do 
and there are so few of us “old 
timers” left, that many of us have put 
off taking that much needed rest. 
Among those who could, and did get 


away, were Russell Rauch, Oscar Lewis | 


and Rolland Winders. Russell spent the 
week of July 5 to 12 helping his father- 
in-law harvest his wheat crop on his 


| hole 
| Walker 


heard that Jack Huddleston, formerly 


of the construction department, was 
transferred to Tampa, Florida, from 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Jack is in 


the 853 Signal Corps attached to the 
Air Corps. Do you know that 
Betty Schuette and Lea Poska have 
joined the group of “Lincolnettes” who 
help to entertain soldiers at the Ante- 
lope Park Pavilion every Sunday? 
They have been coming down to work 
on Monday morning with sore feet! 

Ila Hansen vacationed at home 
July 6 to 20, just resting (9). 


Southern District 
Roy Mills 
Auburn 


Vivian Kinney, assistant chief oper- 
ator, is spending her vacation at Oma- 
ha and Stromsburg. ... John Brock- 
meyer and family returned this week 
from a two weeks vacation visiting 
relatives and friends at Jansen and 
Fairbury. 


Beatrice Traffic Department 


If the government jeeps don’t hold 
together any better than Dan Higgens’ 
“Willey,” we will take to the air. Dan 
insists upon coming to work by our 
house at seven every morning, and 
when we come to work at eight he 
gets very mad if we don’t pick up the 
pieces from his ear and return them 
to him. ... Leland Hodge insists that 
his grandfather's clock is so old that 
the shadow of the pendulum wore a 
in the back panel. Harry 
and Herman Studier were 
down from Lincoln, fishing July 18. 
. Frank Walters has been enjoying 

vacation shocking wheat on his 
Myron Birdsley has been 


his 


| transferred from Fairbury to Beatrice. 


Welcome, Myron. A welcome is 


_extended to the following girls, Gayle 


| Seckman, 


' 
| 


| 
| 


: 


farm near Hickman. Oscar Lewis had | 


two weeks off, starting July 5, 
spent one week at home, and one week 
at a friend’s cabin on the Elkhorn 
river, not far from Ashland. Oscar 
said he caught enough catfish to eat 
and no more. Rolland Winders took the 
wéek of July 5 to 12 to fish and go 
swimming at Crete. . L. C. Reid 
also was on vacation, June 21 to July 
1, visiting his relatives in Humboldt 


and | 


/near Johnson. . 


Anna Siems, Ruth Potts, 
Jeanette Walters, and Gladys Williams, 
who are new in our traffic department. 


.. Kathryn Schank spent her vaca- | 


tion at home, while Helen Grunewald 
rode the “Rocket” to Chicago to see 
what the people in the windy city were 
doing. 
but has taken up defense work so it 


is with regret we say good-bye to her. | 
. . Betty Gillham is vacationing with | 


relatives in Kansas and Mavis Ander- 


.. Virginia Bowman spent a 


, week-end recently visiting friends in 


Lineoln and Omaha. . Vera Clark 
vacationed in Auburn with her parents. 


... Pernal Hines had the misfortune | 
of having a dog bite her while riding | 


i her bike to work. However, a torn. 
skirt, few minutes late to work and. 
the teeth marks of the canine were 


ill effects. 
Brock 
Mrs. Viola Little is spending her va- 
cation at home and visiting relatives 
. . Mrs. Hilda McNulty 
and Mrs. Edith Manrose are in charge 
of the office during her absence. 
Cook 
Maxine Heuer spent the week of July 
20 visiting her Mother, Mrs. Ida Town- 
send. ... Mary Estes has been vaca- 


the only 


for one week and spending the rest | tioning at her home in Tecumseh. 


of the time taking things easy at home. 
. Phillip Bohl, who retired about 


Crab Orchard 


Mrs. Bertha Sharp visited relatives 


two years ago, returned on July 27 to} and friends in Lincoln, July 19. 


resume work in the warehouse for the 
duration. We are all glad to have Phil 
with us again. ... Allan Behm, who 
Started in the garage as night service- 
man on June 8, was transferred to 
the general shop on July 28. We have a 
new man, Norman Zipp, working in 


| 


Douglas 
Mrs. Bradley visited in Lincoln, July 


Fairbury 


Charles Vanderdort spent his vaca- 
tion visiting relatives in Denver. ... 


Allan’s place. As Rolland Winders re-|Gerald Caley has been enjoying his 


marked, 
“Zipp” in the garage, now! ... Merle 
Burge, warehouseman, resigned on 
July 6 to accept a position as guard 
at the Grand Island Ordnance Plant. 
We are sorry to have Merle leave, for 
he was popular with us and a very 
capable worker. Our best wishes, 
Merle! . . R. L. Dalton was tempo- 
rarily transferred to the general repair 
shop from the service department on 
July 13. . We welcome Ernest M. 
Barney as a new addition to the store- 
room force. Ernest started here on 
July 20. Ardell Robinson and 
Lowell Johnson returned from  as- 
signments at Wahoo and the Lincoln 
Air Base, respectively, on July 15, and 
immediately started preparing a new 


there should be plenty of | vacation. 


| 
| 
| 


Gertrude Knoble has 
been visiting friends in Colorado... . 
Myron Birdsley spent his vacation vis- 
iting relatives. ... Mrs. George Wag- 


ner, our former assistant chief oper- 
ator, visited our office several weeks 
ago. 


Friend 
Roberta Redman shopped in Lincoln 
on July 21... . Frieda Eurich is our 
new student operator. ... Mrs. Edith 


sei 


Helen came back to Beatrice | 


son is enjoying Colorado’s cool moun- | 
| tain breezes and, needless to say, she’s 
horseback riding ‘‘out where the West 
begins.” . 


| tives in Red Cloud, Elgin and Omaha. 


Tecumseh 


Helen Bates started her two weeks 


| vacation, June 29; she is spending it 


at home. ... Bernice Robb and Marie 


Erma Hruska was transferred to the 
Lincoln office, July 11. . Patty 
Baird visited at Elk Creek. ... Chas. 
Wm. Meshier, son of the area manager, 
left July 16 to return to U. S. Naval 


Academy at Annapolis, after four 
weeks furlough. We have two 
new operators at Tecumseh, Eileen 


Morrissey and Mary Lempka. Welcome, 
girls, 
Wilber 


Lloyd Miller and family spent their 
vacation visiting relatives in McCook. 
... J. F. Fowler and family spent the 
week-end of July 25, visiting in Weep- 
ing Water. Viola Knapp spent 
July 15, visiting her sisters near West- 
ern. 


Western District 
Ralph Wait 
Deweese 


who is taking nurses’ 
training in Omaha, is visiting her par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Muzik. 


Ellen Muzik, 


Employees who took vacations dur- 
ing the month of July are Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. J. Crew, who left July 20, 
for Chinook, Montana, and Frances 
Bobbitt, who journeyed towards the 
sunny south—mainly the sights around 
Camp Bowie, Texas. We wonder what 
the attraction could be down there, 
but rumor says, “It’s a Uniform.” ... 
Winona Bobbitt is our new student 
operator who began training July 1. 
a Doris Brower returned to her 
duties, July 6, after spending two 
weeks vacationing at home. 

Harvard 


Mae Hunt, night operator, took one 
week vacation, beginning July 23. 


Hastings Commercial Department 


Believe it or not, this is the Hastings 
commercial department back on the 
map again. Why? 
enjoyed a nice vacation. Just give Jim 
a vacation and a convention and he 
will have a good time regardless of 
the weather. Betty Hager, dis- 
trict stenographer, spent the week-end 
of July 18 in Lincoln with friends. She 
reports a grand time in spite of the 
fact that she was kept busy dodging 
soldiers. 


Hastings Plant Department 


Lee Millholen returned to work, 
July 27, following a stay in the hos- 
pital where he underwent a hernia 
operation. ... Ora “Buck” Davis also 
returned to work on July 27, following 
a layoff due to a strained back, which 
he wrenched when he stepped off of 
a pole. ... With scheduled vacations, 
lost time due to accidents, and the 
Navy depot getting under way here, we 
have been literally “snowed under.” 
Just how much telephone equipment 
we are to furnish at the plant itself 
isn’t known, but even so we have lots 
of work to do in the area, moving 
lines and supplying stations for the 
contractors. . .. Harry Branch contin- 
|'ues to do his part in the war effort. 
| Besides giving a boy to the armed 
| services, he is now spending his leisure 
moments as an inspector at a local 
planing mill, checking meat blocks as 
they come off the production line. Due 
to Harry’s management, he says, the 
output doubled the first day he was 
there. ... During the month we have 
had several visitors from the Lincoln 
office; namely, Mr. Behm, Mr. Mc- 
Culla, Mr. Hale, Mr. Schmeltzer, and 
Mr. Boyles. ... “Shag’’ Eichenour and 
| his gang have moved in to help in the 
removing of rural plant at the Navy 
/ depot. Seems like old times to have 
“Shag” here in Hastings. Jack 
' Nordheim returned from his vacation, 
_July 20. We don’t know just what 
| Jack did on his vacation, but we know 
| that he did alright because we saw 
him on the street one day dressed 
| up fit to kill and, to top it off, he was 
laying a cigar smoke screen that made 
“Doc” Wilson’s “King Edwards” look 
like corn silk cigarettes. ... Ted Burr 
returned from his vacation, July 6, 
after having spent two weeks visiting 
E boys in Colorado. Ted also spent 


| 


a night with Walt Klich. From all re- 
ports, Ted had himself a vacation that 
was a vacation. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


Vacations are still in full swing. 
Twila Heinrichs is spending her vaca- 
tion around town “catching up” on a 
little night life and just taking life 
easy. . . . Miss Buschow is being en- 
tertained proper on her vacation as 
her fiance is here from the Army on 
furlough. They are visiting in Denver, 
Colorado, for a week. Adelaide 
| Dieringer, toll operator, is leaving the 


| Calins Higgenbothom of Billings, Mon- | office, August 1, to become the bride 
| tana, a former commercial employee | of Dale Brule, who is stationed in In- 


| 


two-position switchboard complete with | 
main frame for use at the Naval Ord- | 


mance Plant at Hastings. They 
pleted this job with some time 
Spare before the scheduled date... . 


com- ; 
to | 
| places. 


We are getting rather dizzy keeping | 
, enjoyed it. 


track of transfers of men to and from 
the service department. This 


time | 


Eimer Ahi and Elmer Dougherty have | 


neen re-transferred to the service de- 
partment from the general shop. John 
Fischer was also 
service department on July 13. 
Homer Wood was 


surprise visitor, 


2 


a 


transferred to the | 


here, was a visitor in our office. 
Humboldt 


The employees at Humboldt plus ten 
thousand hungry flies enjoyed a picnic 
July 2 at Scout Park. ... Two patriotic 
tire savers are Miss Gillan, our chief 
operator and Manager “Bus” Ryan. 
Both had vacations this month and 
resisted the temptation of “going 
” They tell us a good rest is 
better for you anyway, at least they 


Steinauer 
Mrs. Davis spent June 28, visiting in 
Falls City. Mrs. Divis and Mrs. 
Wilcox of Burchard, were Beatrice 
visitors, July 20. Gladys Neue- 
bauer was a Pawnee City visitor, July 
12. 


|diana. They will reside there while 
'Mr. Brule completes his officers re- 
cruiting training. There are a 
‘number of new and very attractive 
girls in the Hastings office. They are 
the Misses Vap, Price, Wicker, Miller, 
Nispel, Randall, Gerhart, Peterson, and 
‘Schmidt. There are several new toll 
students, too. The Misses Reiners, Hed- 
strom, and Naughtin began their train- 
ing, July 13, and the Misses Cornell and 
Lindberg, started their training, July 
ya Mrs. Witt, former chief op- 
erator at Superior, is in our office do- 
'ing some “‘brush-up work” before tak- 
/ing her new job at the defense plant 
_in Hastings. ... Mrs. Stephenson, chief 
operator, spent July 27, shopping in 
| Omaha. And last but not least, 
' we have a proud aunt among our force. 


visiting at) 


Mr. J. W. Dudgeon | 


Mrs. Josephine Placek is spending | Willems. . 


| 


| 


| 
| 


-and Alice Poppe. 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


lige 
Miss Pearson, evening chief operator, 


claims that title. 


Hebron 


During the past month, we have bid 
farewell to operators Mildred Ferguson 
Good luck, girls! 
We welcome to our traffic force Rolla 
. . Regina Bethscheider spent 
her vacation in Colorado. Irma 
Hoffmeyer, cashier, enjoyed a_ two 
weeks’ leave in Wyoming and Colora- 
do. Mary Bethscheider is vaca- 
tioning in Oklahoma.... Miss Seymour 
spent the week of June 29 to July 3 at 
our office. Lucille Poppe spent 
July 9, shopping in Lincoln. 


Nelson 


Betha Stahl, operator, has resigned 
and is now employed in Grand Island. 
. Faye Whiteley is the new relief 
operator. . .. Marie Brewer spent the 
Fourth of July week-end in Kansas 
City. ... “Duke” Eckles has returned 
after spending two weeks vacationing 
at Brewster, Kansas. 


Osceola 


The interior of the commercial office 
at this exchange is much improved 
since receiving a new coat of paint. 


Polk 


Leona McConnell, chief operator- 
cashier, spent the second week of her 
vacation, beginning July 6, at the home 
of her sister in Hordville. . .. Arlene 
Wright, relief operator, was a York 
visitor, July 24. 

Shelby 


Thrasilla Alt is the new relief op- 
erator at this exchange. She began 
her duties July 1. Ica Westley, 
night operator, visited friends and rel- 
atives in Brainard over the week-end 
of July 18. 


Stromsburg 


Ruth Swanson, commercial 
spent her two weeks’ vacation at home 
and returned to work July 20. 


Superior 


Norma Williams spent a recent week- 
end visiting her parents in Lincoln... 
Cozie Bruckert has returned from 
Denver, where she spent several days 
of her vacation. ... Lola Willett, ex- 
operator, is working with us tempo- 
rarily. ... Frances Harmon is looking 
forward to spending two weeks on a 
ranch in Colorado. ... Nira Beavers, 
a former operator who is now working 
in Denver, visited old friends at this 
exchange recently. ... Helen Reno and 
Melba Richards were Hastings visitors 
during the past month. ... Area Man- 
ager, Frank F. Kubat, played in the 
third flight of the finals at the Jay- 
husker golf tournament at Fairbury, 
July 19. . 


clerk, 


Sutton 


Mrs. Rose Muzik, chief operator- 
cashier at Deweese, and daughter, El- 
len, visited the Sutton office, Thurs- 
day, July 23. . Jack Mankameyer 
returned, July 21, from a two weeks’ 
vacation. ... Catherine Kahm, assistant 
chief operator, is taking a week vaca- 
tion, which she is spending in Lincoln 
visiting relatives. 

York 


Beth Mohler, former night operator, 
returned to day work after spending 
her vacation at Lexington. ... Minnie 
Metcalf, chief operator, visited in 
Sioux City the Fourth of July week- 


end... . July 9, twenty operators en- 
joyed a hamburger fry at Harrison 
park in honor of Margaret Oglesby. 


Margaret and Lela Watson left July 
15, for Texas; Lela to visit her brother 
at Sheppard Field, and Margaret to 
make her home. Lela accompanied 
Margaret on to Abilene and was brides- 
maid at the Oglesby-Shaw wedding. 
Izola McReynolds is enjoying a 
vacation at Fairfield. ... Three new- 
comers to the traffic department are 
Shirley Salyard, Alice Talbot, and 
Marion Boyle. We also have two new 
toll students—Arlene Heins and Nyla 
Peters, who are under the supervision 
of Maxine Barrett. ... ‘Tis rumored 
that Maxine Barrett is spending the 
week-end in Hastings with Mrs. L. L. 
Kelly, former cashier, but we know 
Evan is also in Hastings. Mrs. 
Scott Heatherington, the former Gerry 
Greene and assistant chief operator, 
was an office visitor, July 3... . The 
traffic department is very proud of 
the five new streamlined operators’ 
chairs. Wire Chief Mehuron is 
suffering from infection caused from 
a mosquito bite. From now on, George, 
beware of those mosquitoes. ...D. R. 
Culbertson, better know to most of us 
as “Dave” or “Cub,” is enjoying his 
vacation at home, but being patriotic 
and gathering scrap iron—also hunting 
for a wrench that he tells Ida he has 
lost, but Ida seems to think he is just 
trying to get hold of hers. Hope you 
found it, Dave. ... “Swede” Foster’s 
construction crew and Elmer Moor- 
head’s cable crew completed the in- 
stallation of the underground cable 
for York’s new city auditorium. 


“Journey's End’ 


O THE bereaved ones who 
are left to mourn, we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy from 
the employes of this Company. 


DAVID SCHMIDT, brother of 
Louise Schmidt, Beatrice 
traffic, passed away at the 
age of 51, July 7 at his home 
at Plymouth. Burial was at 
the Lutheran cemetery at 
Plymouth. 


MRS. MAGDALENA 
SCHMID, grandmother of 
Darlene Stalder, Humboldt 
traffic, passed away at the 
age of 68 on July 10. Burial 
was at Sabetha cemetery, 
Sabetha, Kansas. 


i 


| 
| 


| 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


Captain C. Dale Perrin, former- 
ly of the Lincoln traffic depart- 
ment has been commissioned by 
the War department to head the 
Signal corps company organized 
among the employees of the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. 

Roy Helfer has been transferred 
from the Geneva exchange to 
Superior. 

Word has been received of the 
recent death, in Minneapolis, of 
Charles M. Anderson, former 
plant engineer. It was in the 
hope of bettering his health that 
he was transferred to the Bell or- 
ganization in March of this year. 

Thirty visitors passed through 
the switchroom during the past 
month. Among them was George 
Gorham, manager at Waco and 
Wire Chief Haberman of Friend. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Pugsley and 
son, Allen, of Beatrice, spent a 
pleasant Sunday visiting at Wy- 
more with Mr. and Mrs. H. A. 
(Ike) Seamark. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


Roy Carlson and Charley 
Peachman spent several days in 
Fairbury last month, making 
transmission tests and _ talking 
about their fishing abilities. Final- 
ly, one evening, Charley Meshier 
and John Brockmeyer took them 
out to the river and settled back 
to watch the experts perform. You 
guessed it—no bites, no fish, no 
sleep. 

B. C. Burden has been added 
to the staff of H. H. Wheeler, Jr., 
chief engineer. Mr. Burden comes 
to us from the Farmers Inde- 
pendent Telephone Company of 


August, 1942 


Red Cloud, where he has acted 
as plant manager for several 
years. 

Jack Mankameyer, Lincoln 
shopman, returned to work from 
his “Fourth of July vacation” with 
two badly burned fingers. ‘Dare- 
devil” Jack was demonstrating to 
his lady friend the possibility of 
starting a lighted = sky-rocket 
from the hand. 

The new stucco exchange build- 
ing at Cook has been com- 
pleted and the equipment moved 
and cut into service. 


Ten Years Ago 


The ‘NNews” announces the re- 
cent marriage of Miss Mildred 
Miller, Lincoln traffic depart- 
ment, Ralph Wait of the toll wire 
chief’s department. They will 
make their home in Lincoln. 

The annual tennis tournament 
for the J. H. Agee trophy is well 
under way and is scheduled to 
reach the final round late this 
month. The 1932 committee con- 
sists of George Dobson, Guy Mc- 
Dowell and Cecil Donley . 

Many fine comments have 
been received upon the modern-: 
ized company insignia. A hand- 
set telephone now replaces the fa- 
miliar desk stand in the central 
portion of the design. 


Five Years Ago 


The Stromsburg business office 
has been moved from its second 
floor location and will now serve 
the public in more convenient 
street level quarters. 

Our three “air-conditioning ex- 
perts,’ Brewster, Donley and 
Behm have been frantically try- 
ing to suppress the story of their 
latest job of “fixing.” This one 
involves a blower fan that ran 
backward for several days dur- 
ing the late ‘“heat-period.” 
Scorching heat waves moved 
through the Lincoln cafeteria and 
into the cold air ducts, later to be 
transferred into a cold blast that 
was blown through the air in- 
take ducts and out of the building. 


Entries in Accident Quiz Contest Since First 
Month of Contest (March, 1940) to June, 1942 


ENTRIES PRIZES | 


Abrams, JOS. .........c..cc eee i 

Aldritt, James ....0000000... 10 2 
Ames, Henry ......0.0000000.... 1 
Anderson, L. Cu.....00.0000.... 1 
Armstead, A. Su... 6 

Aydelott, Don 0.000 1 

Backus, W. T..................... 1 

Bassett, Paul 0.0... 1 1 
POASVOC. Mie Mibmisncincdevsicesce oe 

Birdsley, M. A....0.0..0000...... 1 
Blockwitz, Frank. ............ 1 

Boshart, Ken .......... 1 

Branch, H. MM... 6 

BOCK, Gls Dcccsnecscices 1 1 
[= 111) a, 2 ae err 1 

NN o. asescciccsccintevcvencense 2 

BRUNA. Wie WO iisteccconseccncs 1 

SE Aaa (Aa Sole eee ree 16 5 
FROTE, Me, sone cd thcascns 1 
Campbell, Vern .......0........ 1 

Caywood, G. B................ it 
Chamberlain, M. .............. i 
Cleveland, L. W.......000....... 7 2 
Combs, W. Fu... 3 

Conners, Ralph .......0000..... 1 

Crandell, Dorothy O....... 1 
Crewdson, Floyd M......... 2 
Culbertson, D. R..u.... 3 

Culver, Ralph S.....0..0000..... 1 
Cunningham, H, C........... 1 

DeVries, Enno I,................ 2 1 
PIO WOM, Tj Teigccsccicstcccssseens 2 1 
POUL. ND: Ppa essacect niece 2 

Disney, Fes. Lniciaseisitnre 1 

Docekal, Ben ....... 1 

Dorland, E. Lu... | 
Dougherty, Elmer .......... 1 

Dudgeon, J. W.........00.0...... 1 

| Eg Em | A | a a | 

Eggerss, C. Huu. 9 2 
Eichenour, Earl ......000.0...... 5 1 
Eisenbarth, J. Ju......0......... 1 

Elliott, Max oe .. 1 

MMT Ys: “Ge: Daiecettielsue 1 

EMO, Gee. Mb sete etsesess csc 7 1 
Eppen, Oliver W............... 1 

Fech, Geo. E....................... 1 
Flowerday, E. Ju....000......... 2 

POU s TROU: veccsinsvacscvcketvicckeiccs 2 1 
Bord, By. Vasavedsiuana 2 

Foster, G. Ave 1 

|e) ae © A; ERO ed ee 3 

Pitiler.. We. Mivecctesc cite 1 

Garvey, Phil ...................... 5 4 
Geist, Alex M..... 2 1 
Gillaspie, H. Ou... 3 

Cok ae 5 = ee ee 3 1 
Griffin, Genevieve M..... 1 

Haas, Wesley T.................. 1 
Haberman, Chris H......... 9 4 
Pigith, IVAN Cossissicccccccscxne iL 

Hansen, Tla uu... 1 

FIG@GHCS, (Te. Bhscccvcacekssinccvistce 1 
Hedstrom, C. E................. 3 

Helfer, DeRoy ........000....... 1 
Henderson, Gay .............. 5 1 
Herbes, Maxine ................ 1 

Hobson, John M............... 3 

Hodge, Leland .................. 1 
Hoeppner, Harold C......... 2 1 
Holcomb, A. W......0000......... 3 
Huddleston, H. 0.000.000.0002... 3 1 
Isaman, B. A... 17 4 
Jackson, J. S\.........cccc0.-.002 2 

Jenkins, Lloyd C............... 7 1 
Johnson, Ned .......0..... 1 

Johnson, Lida K............... 1 

Jones, Geo. To... 1 

Kappe, Donald F............. 1 

FRGUIGL Ble. WD vsceiccsenccosecstczincas 2 

Kerr, Fordyce .........00....... 1 

FOVIGH Woa B cscccciccscdeiocécaccies 11 1 
Kloepper, Lula ................ 2 1 
FAVGG, WIs cscs cet 1 ce 
PRRs. Oe. civieticsctancicievates 1 

G0 A 5 rena | 
Lampshire, Dorothy ...... 1 

BRING; Wi Ciiminsstecissiccctieas 3 1 


| Lawson, C. Eu...cccccecseee 


ENTRIES PRIZES 


1 
Lewis, OSCar .000............c0000 2 
Lisk, Gladys .00...0..0.0.000000... 5 7 
Litty, Louise M................. 1 1 
Livingston, L. P....0.00000.0... 1 
Melsain, His. Ciccnnccccccéc. 1 1 
MacDonald, W. E............. 1 
Mankameyer, J. H............ 3 
Manners, J. Ro............ccccceee 1 
Martin, E. Lu... 1 
Mason, Lloyd A..2............ 1 
Mattson, Edith ......000000000... 1 
May, JeSS Tui 2 1 
Mehuron, Geo. .......0...00..... 3° 2 
Metcalf, Milton H............. 1 
Metcalf, Minnie ................ 4 1 
DATOD Diy ic. s deasavacencecees 1 1 
Millholen, Lee ............... 1 
WWOULS,: FROY  ccodnsecascescocsscsecoscs 2 
Moore, Roger .0.0......cceeeeeee 1 
Mouden, W. M................... 6 2 
Munn, Doris E.......00.0........ 1 
Mutehie, Dy . Cvcsscccsiccsccscconce 1 
Muthersbaugh, R. G........ 8 
PUG, es DD iii eacczdicdsioceds 1 
Nearhood, D. A,........000...... 1 
Neff, Lyman, Jr............... 1 
Nelsen, Dewey ........0...... 2 
Nelson, Sterling ......00........ 16 1 
Nevitt, Frank ..0000.00000000..... 4 
Newhouse, Thad .............. 3 2 
1 a Se SR 1 
Osborne, Alvin ................ 1 1 
Pauley, AleX oo... 3 1 
Peachman, Chas. F........... 1 
Perryman, C. C................. 1 
Peterson, hs. Lisp ceccccsssacerses 1 
Piper, Lyle T....00000..00000..... 1 
POUGGN dsc. Lagvcicciancvoscsiavavesess 4 1 
PUCICO). ls hanced che 
Pugsley, R. A... 2 1 
Rabb, Walter oo .. 2 1 
Rasmussen, Chris ............ 1 
Rauch, Russel R................ 1 1 
Lt: b Pad [6 See ee ae 2 1 
Reed, J. S. Jrvieecccccccceeeeeeee 9 3 
Reidel, Chas. G.........0000.... 1 
ROMANG, 4 Fis Ei svcvctscvecscsescescces 2 2 
Royce, Ey oo... ececceseeee 2 
Ryan, Tyler ...00000........00...... 2 
Schemmerhorn, Ear...... 1 1 
Schmidt, Mina ........000....... 1 
Schnell, Leonard J........... 4 
CTOs, Gy! WV siekccrcceatcsoveuncé 4 1 
Schouborg, Rob’t. R....... 3 
Segrist, Edw. ..................... 1 
Shipp, John R.......0000000000. 4 
Simpson, Vern .........0000.... 1 
Sires, Laura. ..................... 1 
a 9 Re BS 8 6 a ec nee 8 1 
=) 0081 6 ee © DR : ees 2 
POUNDS Ty scceescoeaneaeetans 1 
SSTEVA Gg | Pika: dP avn eotsietaantneroewtos 2 ? 
Spurlock, W. H..........0.0.. 1 al 
SURVEY GC, Siig, Pa sluotscccasesiaccivcocss 1 
Tatman, Florence ............ 1 
sl ils: |: A | ee ee 2 
Van Matre, Clara.............. 1 
WBE, Whe Bisveiicsstevicseatoaticiccs 1 
Walentine, L. W.......0....... 2 1 
Walker, C. L....................... 2 
Weallter, TMs Copii ccccivcscteunces 2 1 
Waller, R. Au... 2 1 
Walter, Frank ................... 1 
Wanek, By ........c...ccccccocsscces 1 1 
Wasson, G. Au... 2 
Wedgewood, E. ................ 2 
WIS, Bi.  Teccccceccccccctccsccoceceee 3 1 
Welch, Earl L..........00......... 16 9 
Westerhoff, EB. Tw... 2 
Whitfield, Corinne .......... 1 
Wilkinson, R. Aw... 2 
Williams, L. C.....0.. 8 1 
Winders, Rex. R......000...... 1 
Winscot, L. W.........00004...... 3 1 
Wondra, Irene \V............... 1 
oi @ Le: © Se ae 435 83 
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Noble Enters Army; 
Dobson Manager at York 


Eckles Transferred to 
Plattsmouth; Ryan Goes 
Te Wilber And Newhouse 
To Humboldt. 
B I. NOBLE, area manager 
for the Company at York, 
a commission on! 


bade 
tot 


7 the | 
air | 
corps. Lieut. 
Noble left on 
September 2 
for Miami 
Beach, Flori- 
da, for train- 
ng. After six 
wack there, 
he will be 
permanently 
stationed at Maxwell Field, | 
Montgomery, Ala. Mrs. Noble | 
and Bunny will remain with | 
relatives in Lincoln until 
Lieut. Noble is transferred to | 
Montgomery, at which time | 
they will join him there. His) 
many friends in Company cir- 
cles will greatly miss ie | 
cheerful “Fritz,” but they are 
happy over his ability to win a 
commission in a branch of the} 


| 


9 9 ky 
bf 


ur) 


e) 


B. I. 


Noble 


service which has long held his || 


int eerest. He has ee with the 
Company since 1927, and was 
made area manager at York in | 
1939. | 
To fill 
George P. Dobson was trans-| 
ferred from the area man-| 
agership at, 
Plattsmouth. 


been with the 
Company) 
since March, 
1929. Prior to! 
his transfer to | 
Plattsmouth 

he was sales 
manager in| 
the Lincoln | 
business of-| 
fice. 
came area manager at Platts-| 
mouth on February 1, 1939,) 

and during his residence in the 
Cass county capital he has! 
taken an active part in all com- | 
munity activities. He was the| 
1942 president of the Platts-| 
mouth Chamber of Commerce. 
Mr. Dobson’s pleasing person- 
ality, plus his intense desire to | 
render good telephone service | 
in all its phases, will make him | 
deservedly popular with our | 
patrons in the larger field at | 
York. 
and all other transfers listed | 
here is September 1. | 


Geo. P. Dobson 


W. L. Eckles, area manager 
at Wilber, will succeed Mr. 
Dobson at Plattsmouth. He) 
has a fine rec- 
ord of accom- | 
plishment jm 
with this | 
Company. He |@ 
was first em- |@ 
ployed in the || 
plant depart- | 
ment, at Nel- } 
son, In May, 
1929. He sub- 
sequently ' 
gained experi- 
ence in the 
plant and commercial depart- 


W. L. Eckles 


ments at Hastings. Mr. oped : 


was named area manager at) 
Wilber on January 1, 1939. He | 
has earned the good will of the | 


public in the Wilber area by || 
SEE “NOBLE” | 


the York vacancy, || 


| 
George has | 

| 

| 


He be- |i 


} 
| } 
\ 
} 


Effective date of this | 


Son of Employee 


Wins Fame in Pacific : 


Piste Lyman D. Spurlock, 
4 son of W. H. Spurlock, com-_ 
binationman in the Lincoln 
service department, received | 
thrilling mention recently in| 
a story of Solomon Islands 
fighting which _ appeared 
‘throughout the United States. | 
The story, by war correspond-_| 
ent Richard Tregaskus, de- 
voted considerable attention to. 
Capt. Spurlock’s detachment. 


of marines which assisted in| 
driving the Japs from two vil- 
lages in the Solomons. 


Here | 
‘is a dramatic paragraph from. 
the long and interesting ac-| 

“When Capt. Spurlock’s men 
had reached a position at the 
edge of the village, after push- 
ing through the heaviest re- 
sistance, it became evident 
that the Japs were about to 
counter-attack. Capt. Spur- 
lock hastily consolidated his 
lines, and when the Japs at- 
tacked, whooping and shout- 
ing, about 100 strong, they 
were routed, and many of) 
them killed.” 


: 
"WITH THE COLORS’ | 


R. D. Andrews, 
General Traffic Department. | 


H. D. Ash, | 
Construction Department. | 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
| Accounting Department. 


Eugene W. Burchess, 
Construction Department. 


George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


| 
| 
[ 
Charles E. Connors, | 
li 


| Construction Department. 
i James D. Crabill, 
Lincoln Business Office. 
D. W. Cunningham, 
Supply Department. 


E. I. DeVries, 
1 Consiruction Department. 


|| John B. Eidemiller, 


Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


Raymond E, Freeman, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Giles H. Gere, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Cornelius Groendyke, 
Lincoln Service Department. 
i G. S. Hart, 

Accounting Depariment. 
Gay T. Henderson, 

Supply Department. 


Jack Huddleston, 
| Construction Department. 


Ned Johnson, 
Construction Department. 


Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 


Ervin H. Klundt, 

Hastings Plant Department. 
Roy W. Knorr, 

Platismouth Plant Department. 
Dick Lahr, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Waldo J. McDowell, 

Lincoln Business Office. 


Lloyd A. Murphy, 
Construction Depariment. 


Delbert C. Mutchie, 


|! Construction Department. 


L. P. Neal, 
Supply Depariment. 


B. I. Noble, 
Non-Functional, York. 


Roy W. Nyden, 
Construction Department. 


| Bev N. Ott, 

Supply Department. 

Ted M. Ray. 

Non-functional, Beatrice, 

| Dan Smith, 

Non-functional, Beatrice. 

| Don D. Smith, 
Consiruction Department. 
Howard Stroup, 

| Lincoln Service Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 
Supply Department. 
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WE SERVE THE LINCOLN AIR BASE 


“PUBLIC _ 
TELEPHONES 


| HERE we present the first pictures approved for publication of our service installations at 
1. The signal corps office, which is located in the building hous- 
ing the dial central office which we have provided for the administrative telephone system. 


the Lincoln air base. 


Pictures of our COE itself are not released for publication. 


are Major Dupont G. Kinney, chief signal officer; Claude Helm, who represents our Com- 
‘pany at the air base; and Norene Houston, secretary to Major Kinney. 2. The interior of 
one of our booth shelter houses, with soldiers using our service. There is room for six booths 
3. Exterior view of one of the three 


each on the north and south walls of the shelter houses. 
shelter r houses. 


nyse 
| TELEPHONES | 


In this picture, right to left, 


RED CROSS IN “OUR “BUILDING 


oe. ’ 


i ene above picture shows the Lincoln Red Cross surgical 
dressings unit hard at work in the ground floor room on 
the southwest corner of the general office building. The ladies 
in the unit are volunteers from among the housewives of 
Lincoln who spend a number of hours each week making the 
much-needed dressings. Mrs. John Curtiss, in general charge 
of the acivity, is standing in the foreground. The room, or- 
dinarily used only at directory delivery periods, has been 
donated to the Red Cross by our Company for the duration. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS-— 


i learn is some confusion regarding the use of toll lines 
these days. The use of long distance service by the 
War Department and the many activities associated with 
the war production has made it necessary in the larger 
centers such as Washington, New York City, Atlanta, 
New Orleans, and Detroit to post delays 
of one to three hours on many oc- 
casions. The Bell System has under- 
taken an extensive advertising cam- 
paign designed to discourage placing 
long distance calls during the peak 
load periods in the forenoon, afternoon, 
and evening, unless the call is urgent. 


The situation of our Company is a 
little different. We own the toll lines 
serving practically all communities in 
the southeast twenty-two counties of 
the state. Up to the present time we have been able 
to complete calls on our own lines without delay. We 
have therefore made no definite effort to discourage 
the placing of short-haul calls in our territory. 

It is wise, however, to tell anyone inquiring, that if 
possible, calls should be placed early in the forenoon— 
7 to 9 o’clock—or between 12 and 2 o’clock at noon—or 
9 to 7 in later afternoon—in order to give right-of-way 
to calls for war purposes. —J. H. AGEHE. 


| 
| 


—_——_— LL 


"| MeDowell Int Into Service 


ALDO J. McDowell, of the 
Lincoln business office, 

left September 9 for Omaha to 
take up his duties as Second 
Lieutenant in the Army Spe- 
cialists Corps. He received his 
commission recently. Mr. Mc- 
Dowell has many friends 
throughout the territory, all of 
whom wish him well in his fu- 
; ture service with the colors. 
He expects to be permanently 
stationed in Omaha, where his 
family will join him in the 
near future. 


Better Hurry! 


| eae eaten who are eligi- 
ble for membership in the 
hospitalization plan of the pro- 
posed Telephone Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association 
will do well to hurry in their 
applications, if they have not 
already done so. The plan 
needs 75% of the total num- 
ber of eligible employees to 
become effective, and 50% are 
already signed up. As soon as 
the remaining number of ap- 
plications has been received, 
and the plan gets under way, 
all those who did not get in as 
charter members will be re- 
quired to furnish, at their own 
expense, suitable proof of in- 
surability. It behooves all 
those who are eligible to get 
their applications in at once. 


Traffic Department 


Organization Changes 


OLA Haschenburger, supervis- 

or in the Lincoln traffic de- 
partment, has been advanced to 
the post of night chief operator, 
taking the place of Katherine 
Franklin, resigned. Genevieve 
Griffin, night operator at David 
City, has been promoted to be as- 
sistant chief operator, following 
the resignation of Jane Gillispie. 
Cozie Bruckert is the new as- 
sistant chief operator at Superior. 
She was formerly instructor. 
Irene Combs, operator at Nebras- 
ka City, has been transferred to 
Ashland as acting chief operator, 


ee 
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STOP NUT FACTORY 
WAS LOST AND WON 


New Lincoln Industry Was 
Secured Only After Two 
Heart-Breaking Setbacks. 


HE decision of the Elastic 

Stop Nut Corporation, of 
Union, New Jersey, to locate a 
western factory in Lincoln—a 
decision announced on June 11 
—was influenced by a remark- 
able example of community 
cooperation in Nebraska’s 
capital city. Because the com- 
ing of this industry will have 
a stimulating effect upon our 
telephone growth, the “News” 
feels that employees general- 
ly will be interested in the 
dramatic “ups-and-downs” of 
this cooperative effort. 


The trend of industry, parti- 
cularly war industry, toward 
the center of the country—a 
trend which began after the 
vulnerability of America’s 
coastal regions became evident 
—gave the business interests 
of every middlewestern city 
their greatest opportunity. 
Lincoln, an educational and 
governmental center, seemed 
to rate little consideration as 
a potential industrial center. 
However, certain aggressive 
members of the Lincoln Cham- 
ber of Commerce had other 
ideas. 


Extensive plans to interest 
both the government and priv- 
ate industry in the advantages 
of Lincoln as an industrial 
site were made by the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. Special 
committees from the Cham- 
ber made a:number of trips to 
the eastern seaboard—and it 
was following one of these 
trips that certain Lincoln men 
first became aware of the 
Elastic Stop Nut Corporation’s 
desire to establish a second 
factory somewhere in the mid- 
dle-west. 

Manufacturing a patented 
self-locking nut of remarkable 
efficiency, the corporation has 
found its business greatly in- 
creased by demands from vari- 
ous war industries. Its prod- 
uct is primarily sold to manu- 
facturers throughout the na- 
tion and, in addition to secur- 
ing expanded production as 
well as greater safety from 
attack, the establishment of a 
middle-western factory will 
put the company several days 
nearer the Pacific coast air- 
plane factories which depend 
upon it. 

The fact that the Stop Nut 
Corporation’s middle-western 
factory was almost certain to 
be permanent appealed great- 
ly to the Lincoln men. How- 
ever, the certainty that many 
larger middle-western cities 
would be bidding for the fac- 
tory made it seem rather un- 
likely that Lincoln would get 
more than a polite hearing. 

Officials of the New Jersey 
Corporation, however, were 
sufficiently interested to visit 
Lincoln, after a period of nego- 
tiation, and tentative action 
looking toward the selection 
of a factory site was taken, A 
Lincoln group secured options 
on a tract of land on the south- 
western edge of the city. Plans 
for the construction of a fac- 
tory building had begun to go 
forward when, on May 11, a 
“flash flood” inundated the 
site. K. A. Swanstrom, presi- 
dent of the Stop Nut Corpora- 


SEE “STOP NUT FACTORY” 
Page 2, Col. 3 
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(A random review oi serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


N THE “News” of September, 1941, I referred in this space 
- to the fact that no war projects (we called them “defense 
projects” then) had been located in our territory. I tried to 
draw comiort from the fact that we were, at the very least, 
escaping some of the “headaches” which telephone companies 
eleswhere were experiencing. It was cold comfort, but it was 
the best any of us could think of at the moment. In Novem- 
ber, 1941, the bomb loading plant at Mead was announced— 
and thereafter the projects began to tumble into our terri- 
tory. Im quick succession came the Lincoln air mechanics 
school, the Elastic Stop Nut factory in Lincoln and the naval 
ammunition depot at Hastings. And now our territory acquires 
“satellite air bases” at Bruning, Fairmont and Harvard. The 
name derives from the fact of their placement around larger 
air corps units to provide protection and additional flying 
facilities. Thus, we acquired a substantial number of “head- 
aches” in less than one year from the time this column tried 
to point out the advantages (?) of being ignored in the alloca- 
tion of “projects.” No one here can say definitely whether 
more of these will come our way but, if they do, we will have 
been hardened to meet their problems by our feverish experi- 
ences of the past year. And these various war projects have 
been life savers for us from a revenue standpoint, as General 
Manager Agee pointed out in his recent letter to all em- 
ployees. The drying up of formerly important sources of 
revenue, due to the effect of the war upon many types of 
business, would have left us in a sad state indeed had not the 
war projects come along to fill the gap. 


When the Frank H. Woods chapter of Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneers was formed here last year, there was con- 
siderable “beefing” from members because an accident insur- 
ance policy was included as one of the benefits of member- 
ship. The fact that the premium payment was added to the 
membership fee caused some of us old wolves to howl like 
banshees. I ought to know, because I practically screamed 
my own throat out. Most of us were very scornful and up- 
stage about these policies, and we used them to plug up leaks 
in the garage windows or to slip under a short table leg. The 
few hardy souls who wandered through the fine print came 
up with tall tales about how an accident simply wouldn’t 
count unless you were hit by a “cable car, compressed air 
vehicle or a tug boat!” I didn’t read the fine print myself 
until just the other day—but I joined with the rest of the folks 
in the general assumption that, to collect on this policy, it 
would be necessary to be hit by a Roman chariot at exactly 
2:09 on the afternoon of February 32nd! This, as I say, was 
the general assumption—but it may be that we were a little 
hasty in our conclusions. Because Cecile Anderson, of the 
Lincoln business office, has just collected ten shiny dollars 
for a broken toe which she received when she fell over a chair 
at home! This explains why all our Pioneers are now run- 
ning around in circles and moaning in their beards: “Now, 
where in heck did I put that dang policy!” And the number 
of Pioneers who are hunting for a “cable car” to stand in front 
of has increased enormously! 


Speaking of accidents inevitably leads one to think of First 
Aid—and that thought just as inevitably leads to Lloyd Jen- 
kins, our First Aid specialist. Before kidding him, I want 
to say that Lloyd has been doing a grand job during the cur- 
rent emergency, and he rates orchids for the unselfish manner 
in which he has given a tremendous amount of time to teach- 
ing First Aid to various defense groups. However, Lloyd 
does have his own peculiar way of meeting what is known 
as a “situation”’—and “situations” seem to have a way of 
developing on a moment’s notice in his classes! “Situations” 
seem to strip him of his famous poise. They cause him to de- 
velop the screaming meemies and they set him to gibbering 
to himself for days. Recently, he was demonstrating “digital 
pressure” before a group of Air Corps reserves. The volun- 
teer upon whom he was demonstrating suddenly passed out 
and became stiff as a board. Like the victim in a murder 
mystery who, rigid as an ironing board, slowly falls out of 
a closet door, the man toppled over into Lloyd’s palsied arms. 
Lioyd dropped him to the floor with a resounding “clunk” 
and promptly proceeded to throw a fit! They tell me that he 
started wringing his hands and running in all directions at 
once, screaming in stricken tones: “Help! Help! The man is 
dead! Get a doctor—get an ambulance—get a First Aid ex- 
pert—get two First Aid experts—get an undertaker! Get 
somebody! Get anybody! The man is dead! Rigor mortis 
has set in! Help! Help!” Well, I guess it took most of the 
rest of the evening to get Lloyd calmed down. By the time 
his eyes had stopped rolling, and his teeth had stopped: chat- 
tering, his victim had revived and had gone cheerfully home. 
As Lloyd says, in telling about it: “The things that happen to 
me couldn’t possibly happen to a dog—but if they did he’d be 
seared to death!” I’m inclined to think he’s right—remember- 
ing, as I do, certain famous incidents of Lloyd’s past career on 
the First Aid lecture-and-demonstration platform! 

—N. O. 
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“Noble” 


From Page 1, Col. 1 


his efficient conduct of the | “5: 


Company’s business, and 
Plattsmouth citizens are sure 
to be pleased with his promo- 
tion to their city. 


As area manager at Wilber, 
Company officials have an- 
nounced the appointment of 
2 yrer. W. 
Ryan, man- 
ager at Hum- 
bolt. This is 
a splendid 
promotion for 
Mr. Ryan, 
who has dis- 
played mark- 
ed ability in 
his chosen vo- 
' cation since 

joining us asa 

salesman, in 
Lincoln, in 1934. He was trans- 
ferred to David City as a clerk 
in 1936, became manager at 
Milford in 1938, and assistant 
area manager at Seward in 
1939. In January, 1941, he was 
named manager at Humboldt, 
where he has made many 
warm friends for himself and 
the Company. 


Replacing Mr. Ryan at Hum- 
boldt is Thad E. Newhouse, 
who also steps into this posi- 
tion from the . 
assistant area 
managership 
at Seward. 
Mr. New- 
house joined 
the Company 
in Lincoln, as 
a combina- 
tionman, in 
1928. He be- 
camea switch- | 
man in the 
Lincoln § serv- 
ice department before being 
transferred to the Lincoln 
business office in 1939. His 
appointment as assistant area 
manager at Seward came in 
February, 1941. Mr. New- 
house has shown splendid abil- 
ity in every phase of his tele- 
phone career, and his quiet, 
unassuming personality will, 
without doubt, establish him 
high in the affections of the 
citizens of Humboldt. 


Tyler W. Ryan 
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T. E. Newhouse 


“Stop Nut Factory” 
From Page 1, Col. 6 


tion and several other officers 
arrived in Lincoln at just that 
moment. They took one look 
at their proposed site and 
shook their heads. The deal 
was off. 


Undismayed by the fact that 
other middle-western cities 
were hot on the trail of the 
factory by this time, the Lin- 
coln Chamber of Commerce 
committee members picked up 
the pieces of their dream and 
went to work again. Another 
site was optioned—on the 
northeast edge of the city, 
with good trackage and free- 
dom from flood danger—and 
then everything fell apart 
again. The government, deep- 
ly interested in the corpora- 
tion’s product during these 
war days, wanted action. It 
wanted the factory in opera- 
tion within a few months and 
did not propose to wait for a 
building to be erected. Once 
again it appeared that Lin- 
coln’s chances had evaporated. 

It should be pointed out here 
that the Stop Nut officials like 
Lincoln, and their friendly at- 
titude made it possible for the 
Lincoln boosters to keep try- 
ing with some hope of success. 
At this juncture, it appeared 
that the only thing that would 
hold the enterprise for Lin- 
colIn was the immediate dis- 
covery of a building large 
enough to contain the factory 
—a building which was on 
trackage and which could be 
emptied of its occupants in a 
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few weeks. The Chamber of 
Commerce found such a build- 


The Terminal warehouse, a 
comparatively new structure 
with 220,000 square feet of 
floor space, seemed to answer 
all the Stop Nut Corporation’s 
needs, and it was available for 
purchase. But it was fully 
occupied by regional offices of 
the national agricultural de- 
partment. It had been thor- 
oughly revamped within the 
past year to make it modern 
in every respect—a model in 
fact for similar regional of- 
fices elsewhere in the nation. 
To move from this building 
was a distinct inconvenience 
for the agricultural department 
yet, when approached by the 
Chamber of Commerce, offi- 
clals of the various agencies 
involved expressed complete 
willingness to move if such a 
step would help secure a per- 
manent new industry for Lin- 
coln. 


In the heart of Lincoln’s 
business district is a large 
vacant store building, occupied 
until last December by a chain 
department store. When the 
store was discontinued, it ap- 
peared that a severe blow had 
been dealt to Lincoln’s busi- 
ness prestige. Several hun- 


-| dred employees of the depart- 


ment store were thrown out 
of employment. An enormous 
building became an empty lia- 
bility. But it will fit the 
needs of the agricultural 
agencies admirably — and an 
event that seemed a tragedy 
in December now turns out to 
have been quite fortunate for 
the city as a whole. Had the 
department store remained in 
business, it seems unlikely that 
any other building of the re- 
quired size would have been 
available for the agricultural 
agencies. It would have been 
impossible to vacate the 
Terminal warehouse, and the 
Stop Nut Corporation — with 
its 1,500 employees and $2,000,- 
000 annual pay roll — would 
doubtless have gone _ else- 
where. 


The Stop Nut Corporation 
purchased the Terminal ware- 
house on June 11. Machinery 
has been shipped from Union, 
New Jersey for installation in 
the building, and full produc- 
tion is expected to start with- 
in the near future. The Lin- 
coln factory will be even larg- 
er than the home plant in 
New Jersey — 220,000 square 
feet as against 180,000 square 
feet at Union. 


Although served by tempo- 
rary telephone installations at 
present, the factory’s perma- 
nent equipment, which will be 
in place before long, will con- 
sist of a 100-line dial switching 
unit, with initial equipment 
for approximately 45 stations. 


August ‘Accident 
Quiz” Winners 


$5.00 Cash Award—Floyd D. 
Nave, Plant Dept., Fairbury. 


$3.00 Cash Award—Thad E. 
Newhouse, Asst. Area Man- 
ager, Seward. 


$2.00 Cash Award—James E. 
Smith, Plant Dept., Auburn. 


HONORABLE MENTION 


Robert H. Gray, Manager, 
Weeping Water; John R. 
Shipp, Construction Dept., 
Lincoln; Wm. L., Eckles, Area 
Manager, Wilber. 


As summarized from the 
various papers received, the 
following is a solution to the 
August accident quiz question: 


1. Who or what was at fault? 


The combinationman was at 
fault to the extent that he 
had failed to use the handle 
extension which is provided. 
Had the extension been used, 
it would have been possible 


to get a firmer hold on the 
handle, and even though he 
had slipped, he certainly 
would not have been struck 
in the face by the end of the 
handle. 

How could it have been 
avoided? 

This injury could have been 
avoided by the use of the ex- 
tension handle. 

What steps should be taken 
to prevent a repetition? 
A repetition can best be 
avoided by using the proper 
tool or tool combination. In 
operating a blade cutting tree 
trimmer, a second man to 
either hold the trimmer or to 
pull the rope facilitates the 
work and tends to increase 
safety. When a second man 
is not available, or when slip- 
pery footing is encountered, 
added precaution must be 
taken to avoid accident. 


\V\ t tr 
Journey's End 
O THE bereaved ones who 
are left to mourn, we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy from 
the employes of this Company. 


MRS. ELSIE PAULINE DAL- 
LAS, Lincoln, former em- 
ployee of the Company, 
passed away August 9. She 
was the sister of Grace Haus- 
child, accounting depart- 
ment. Funeral services were 
held at Castle, Roper and 
Matthews chapel, with Rev. 
F. C. Klick officiating. Buri- 
al was in Wyuka. 

W. A. KEITH, father of G. B. 
Keith, switchman, 
August 13, in Des Moines, 
Iowa. Burial was in the Ma- 
sonic cemetery, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 


RICHARD J. ANTHONY, 
father of Elizabeth F. An- 
thony, Wilber traffic, passed 
away August 22 at the St. 
Elizabeth hospital at Lin- 
coln. Services were held 
August 25 at the Shimerda 
funeral home in Wilber with 
Rev. K. O. Zavadil officiat- 
ing. Burial took place at 
Wilber. 

JOHN J. MOORHEAD, re- 
tired plant employee at 
Hastings, died August 25 at 
Sunny Side Home at Hast- 
ings. Funeral services were 
held at Grand funeral home, 
Rev. Trobridge officiating. 

JOHN ENGLER, pioneer of 
Beatrice and grandfather of 
Lillian Elliott, Hastings traf- 
fic, passed away August 16. 
Burial was at Beatrice. 


“Happiness Ahead” 


OROTHY MANNON, ac- 
counting department, be- 
came the bride of Jay Kriz of 
Weston, August 15. The wed- 
ding was solemnized at the 


Presbyterian parsonage at 
Wahoo. The Rev. E. Nicker- 
son officiated. 
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Adelaide M. Dieringer, Has- 
tings traffic, and Sergeant 
Dale B. Brule of Camp Atter- 
bury, Franklin, Indiana, were 
married August 10. The wed- 
ding took place at St. Rose of 
Lima church, Columbus, Ohio. 
The Rev. Father Sullivan read 
the marriage lines. 

ee 

Catherine Northway, David 
City traffic, was united in 
marriage to Myron Dobson of 
the U. S. Naval Air Station in 
San Diego. The ceremony took 
place at 10 a. m., August 16, in 
the First Trinity Methodist 
church, San Diego. Rev. R. 
Fred Mosley officiated. 

eo @ 

Marjorie Lee Haneline, as- 
sistant operator at Brock, and 
Staff Sgt. Robert Meyer, Jr., 
were married August 8. The 
wedding took place at Abilene, 
Texas where Sgt. Meyer is 
stationed in military service. 
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Ruth Kermoade, Auburn 

traffic, was united in marriage 


September, 1942 


to Edward Snodgrass of Brock. 
The wedding took place at the 
Lancaster county courthouse 
at Lincoln, August 17. Judge 
Robin R. Reid performed the 
ceremony. 
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Dorothy Payne, Lincoln 
service department, and Ash- 
ley Westermoreland, Jr., were 
married Thursday, August 20, 
at 8:00 p. m. The ceremony 
took place at the home of the 
bridegroom, Rev. Brandt of- 
ficiating. 

eo @ 

Virginia Hosier and Tech. 
Sgt. Ralph Coon were united 
in marriage on June 11, 1942 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wayne Hamilton at San Pedro, 
California. They will make 
their home at Boise, Idaho. 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


25 Years Ago 


C. L. Walker, who has been 
Wire chief at Beatrice since the 
days of the New Home Telephone 
Company, has been promoted to 
Southern district inspector. He 
is replaced as wire chief by 
George Arnold who has been 
switchboardman at Nebraska City 
and Beatrice. 


The exchange of the City Mu- 
tual Telephone Company of Hum- 
boldt has been purchased by our 


died Company. This is the only ex- 


change now owned in Richardson 
County. 

One of the major problems con- 
fronting the telephone industry 
is the education of their employ- 
ees to the habit of being con- 
stantly alert to the conservation 
of critical plant and office ma- 
terials. 

The net station gain for the 
year at September first is 1832 
telephones. A fine record. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


The fine new office buildings 
at Cook and Hebron are now oc- 
cupied and cutovers have been 
made. 

Margaret Francis has been em- 
ployed in the toll billing section 
of the accounting department. 
George W. Donley, in charge of 
the shipping department at the 
Lincoln warehouse, celebrates his 
twentieth service anniversary this 
month. | 

The announcement that sets of 
the cradle or hand-type telephone 
are now available for installation 
is being met with widespread in- 
terest among employees and the 
public. 


Ten Years Ago 


The “News” carries the an- 
nouncement -of several recent 
marriages: D. C. Wilson, switch- 
room, Lincoln to Minnie Loye 
Hein, operator, Lincoln; Dorothy 
arner, accounting department, 
Lincoln to John (Jug) Brown, 
former N.U. football star and 
present athletic director of the 
Falls City High School; Francis 
Darnold, switchboard installer, 
Lincoln, to Dorothy Brown, oper- 
ator, Fairbury. 

Flora Johnston returned Sep- 
tember first from a month’s vaca- 
tion trip to Western Pennsylvan- 
ia. Enroute she stopped at Akron, 
Ohio, where she saw the new 
dirigible, “The Macon.” 

“Lew” Anderson’s’ telephone 
ball club closed the regular city 
league season by beating the Lin- 
coln Star team to win the pen- 


nant with a record of thirteen . 


games won to one lost. They will 
meet the Iowa-Nebraska team for 
the city championship later this 
month, 


Five Years Ago 


Claude Helm, debonair com- 
mercial solicitor, Hastings, is get- 
ting his feet back in shape while 
vacationing at his old home town 
in Missouri. 

Golda Thompson, operator, Te- 
cumseh, is recovering from the 
effects of an accident. The car, 
in which she was riding, over- 
turned in a ditch when one of 
the front tires “blew out.” 

Our territory missed abun- 
dance by an eyelash this year 
when two days of hot August 
winds brought immense, almost 
total, damage to the very promis- 
ing corn crop. 

Charlie Meshier, who is re- 
puted to have been quite an ath- 
lete at about the turn of the cen- 
tury, still has enough zip to fight 
(or talk) his way into the finals 
of the Tecumseh tennis tourna- 
ment. 


Sepiember, 1942 
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Eastern District 

Phyliis Taylor 

David City 
For every loss, there is a gain. This 
Catherin Northway, operator, 
and Jane Gillespie, assistant chief, left 
aur midst to begin new careers. Cath- 
srin is now Mrs. Dolison and resides in 


month 


San Diego, California. Jane has gone 
into nurses training—those lucky, 
lueky patients. Although their leav-. 
ing has left a mournful group behind, 


we all wish them the best of luck. A| 
party was held in their honor on July 
31, and as usual the girls ATE. Later 
the girls were presented with luggage 
to “remember us by.” .... Two*cute” 
neweomers, Betty Michael and Betty 
Northway began their struggie for 
knowledge in the traffic department 
Monday, August 24. Michael— 
Northway—hmmm, those names are 
familiar: oh, yes, these gals are follow- 
ing in their older sisters’ footsteps. Re- | 
member Eileen and Catherin? ... .) 
Ann Stump hasn’t been spending any | 
lonely evenings lately, and for her | 
birthday this month she received that 
special hunk of jewelry that says, 
“Hands off boys, she’s mine!” _—: 
Moreane Alidritt acquired | 
potato peeler during the past year. | 
r months and months she saw that | 
little potato peeler spending lonely un- | 
useful hours in her room until finally | 
she could stand it no longer. Then | 
what did she do, but find another girl 
with a domestic future, Ann Stump, | 
and rent a whole apartment!Now We're 
waiting for that invitation to a home- | 
eooked dinner, so get busy girls... | 
Harvey Armagost, combinationman, | 
took his vacation this month, but he | 

| 
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Somehow 


rx} 95 
* oo 


Or 


didn’t come back to David City. Har- 
has been transferred to Weeping 
Water to “hunt Bugs.” A stag party | 
on Saturday night, August 22, sent him | 
on his way in grand style ... .From | 
York came that pipe-losing gentleman, | 
Andy Holt, to haunt the David City 
exchange. We're happy to have you 
us, Andy. 
Nebraska City 


Midseason finds us still vacationing, 
leaving everything in a general uproar, 
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plus a nickel’s worth of excitement. To} 
our local student body we welcome | 
Maxine Meyer and Lorraine Benson 


. .The graduates up to date are Lor- | 


etta Wademen, Mary McKenzie, Nellie | 
Thompson, and Kathleen Snyder... .| 
This is what’s new in our office and | 
to those who will no longer tramp our | 
stairways, and will surely be missed, 
it is with regret we find Mrs. Combs | 
leaving Nebraska City for Ashland, 
Barbara Pfann off to a sunnier land in 
California, and Lucille Bussey, 
will vacation for a while and then take | 
up residence in Omaha where 
“traffic” will receive a new “trick.” 
., .New “nite” operators in our office 
are Charlotte Seely, and Ruth Lang- 
enfeid, under teacher Kathryn Owens 
., .2ome of the gals in our office have | 
really been getting around and doing 
things. For example, if you had been 
in Omaha for the Army show you would 
have undoubtedly seen these gals, Betty | 
Janssen, Evalyn Sprague and Phyllis} 
Adams there and wearing real gas 
masks too. ... The limelight shines on | 
Maxine Hunsicker who conversed with 
her fiance in Pearl Harbor on the six- | 
teenth of August. ... Nadine Borland | 
boasts of a spiral bracelet and medical | 
pin she received for her birthday from | 
her “pitter pat.” ... . Clara Neuhal- 
fen on a recent weekend off, visited her 
home in Hardington, Nebraska... . 
Imo Hurlburt spent Sunday, August | 
23 in Omaha... . Edith Rivett took a 
week's vacation and spent it in camp at 
Lexington. ... Velma Abker is looking 
forward to a weekend off. . Rita 
Simunaci and Nadine Borland attend- 
ed the Sidney Rodeo at Sidney, Iowa. 
; . Kathryn Owens left August 31 
for Sterling where she will spend her 
vacation. . Ruth Langenfeld spent 
August 23 at her home in Earling, Iowa. 
... . Evelyn Letellier returned to Ne- 
braska City after having spent a won- 
derful vacation in Yellowstone Park. 
.... Mildred Cohn celebrated a birth- 
day and we are told that she received 
oodles of presents. ... Dorothy Rink, 
a new operator, will resume her school 
teaching duties this fall... . Dorothy 
McKenzie spent her two weeks of well 
earned rest visiting in Omaha and 
resting at home. ... Mr. Ojers started 
his two weeks’ vacation August 16. 


Plattsmouth 


Doris Leesley, operator, has been 
transferred to the Hastings exchange 
and Alva Johnson has been transferred 
to the Wahoo exchange. ... Vacation- 
ing this month is Helen Ledgway, who 
will spend part of the time visiting in 
Si. Joseph, Missouri. ... Rose Janda 
returned to her regular duties August 
i8 after a two weeks’ vacation of rest | 
at home. Two new “additions’”’ | 
to our traffic department are Marie | 
Colerick and Marguerite McClintock. | 
Greetings and salutations girls, we 
hope you will like us. ... Claude Bull 
and family spent a very pleasant two | 
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weeks’ vacation visiting friends and | 
relatives at David City, Shelby and | 
Omaha. Raymond Shellenbarger | 


and family hitched up the old buggy | 
and took a trip to Hastings and Com- | 
stock, visiting relatives and friends. | 

Our own area manager, George 
Dobson and family spent a two weeks’ 
vacation with Mr. Dobson’s mother in 
Lincoln. 


Syracuse 

The office force gave a farewell party 
in honor of Elsie France on August 14. 
The evening was spent at a watermelon 
feed at the Victory cafe. Miss France | 
was presented with a lovely gift. She | 
has been transferred to the Lincoln | 
traffic department. ... Mrs. Marguer- 
ite Lockhart spent her vacation in 
rp’ 


it 
Marshalltown, Iowa and Omaha. 
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1, The man who signs the checks! A camera study of Secretary-Treasurer Herbert W. Potter, at his desk in Lincoln. 2. No, this is not 
a “black-face act’—not, at least, an intentional one. You won’t recognize the two “chimney sweeps,” so we tell you that they are Jack 
Cox and Noye Aeschliman, of the Lincoln custodian’s force. The boys have been cleaning the flues in the general office boiler—an 
annual job which causes Custodian Lyman Neff (extreme left) to go so far as to take off his coat and moan loudly! What Jack and Noye 


think about it cannot be repeated here! 


enjoy paying their bills! 


3. Myrtle Hiner, teller in the Lincoln business office, flashes a smile which makes customers 
4. Mary A. Sullivan, who helps keep cable records in the Lincoln service department, also smiles as she works. 


5. Meet one of our most capable and popular chief operators—Mrs. E. T. Little, of Brock. Her husband is employed by the construction 


department. 


6. Definitely getting a kick out of being photographed is Marilyn Naden, Lincoln traffic. 


7. Here’s Edna L. Wayman, 


chief operator-cashier at DeWitt, doing her bit for victory by helping shock wheat during her spare time. 8. This is attractive Winona 
Bobbitt, operator at Geneva. 9. And here is popular Rosemary Komma, operator at Nebraska City. 


Sophia Windels, chief operator, is 
spending her vacation in Marshfield, 
|Mo. ... Pauline Martz is a new addi- 


tion to the operating force. 


Wahoo 


Vacationers in the Wahoo traffic 
during August were Hazel Hagenbuck 
and Judith Watson. Genevieve John- 
son, commercial clerk, also enjoyed 
two weeks vacation. All three of these 


young ladies were content to just flit 


in and out of Omaha and Lincoln and 
nearby cities. Dorothy Johnson, 
traffic department, leaves first part of 
September for Colorado, and why? 
Well, we understand a military camp 
is located there and Dorothy has reas- 
on to be very interested.... Mrs. Mc- 
Kinzie, chief operator-cashier at Val- 
pariso, is back at work after enjoying 
ten days’ vacation visiting relatives.... 
Hazel Myers, chief operator-cashier, 
Cedar Bluffs, spent her vacation period 
in August visiting in Lincoln and Val- 
pariso. Mrs. Carl Snyder, better 
known as Marge Long, is at home 
with her parents at Murray, Nebraska. 
Marge had been working as toll oper- 
ator at Wahoo and during her short 
stay here had made many friends. 


Weeping Waiter 


Addalene Lorensen, chief operator, 
spent an enjoyable vacation resting at 
home. ... The Weeping Water employ- 
ees welcome Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Arm- 
agost and family, who have been trans- 
ferred from David City. We all hope 
you like the Weeping Water exchange, 
Harvey. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Depariments 


Clara Jones 


Good old vacation time rolled around 
this month for some of us in the ac- 
counting department and did we ever 
take advantage of the chance... .'Mr. 
and Mrs. Jahn boarded a train for Chi- 
cago, where they spent a few days 
visiting and sightseeing, and swim- 
ming in Lake Michigan. After leaving 
Chicago they went to Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, and several other southern 
spots. Mr. Jahn reports a fine trip. 
. . . Catherine Daugherty of the toll 
billing unit, took a week’s vacation 
starting July 11, most of which was 
spent at home. While on her vacation 
Catherine spent some time helping to 
plan and prepare a supper for 32 sol- 
diers given by the Royal Neighbor 
lodge of which she is a member.... 
Your correspondent enjoyed a swell va- 


cation of ten days in Chicago visiting 
| relatives. Riding the elevated trains and 
‘seeing the sights were her favorite 


pastimes with only one evening tossed 


in, in which sightseeing was no good. 
'That was the night that Chicago had 


a total blackout and “nobody saw 
nuthin.” The remainder of your cor- 
respondent’s vacation was spent on her 
sister’s farm near Friend, eating fried 
chicken and sleeping. ... Welcome to 
Marie Endsley, a newcomer in the ac- 
counts unit. We like your smile and 
hope you will enjoy your work here. 
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... To Mr. and Mrs. Jay Kriz, we ex- 
tend our wishes for a lifetime of hap- 
piness. Mrs. Kriz, formerly Dorothy 
Mannon, is an employee in the pay- 
roll unit. Dorothy and Jay were mar- 
ried Saturday, August 1 at Wahoo. 
.... “See Nebraska First,” is the slo- 
gan of Teresa Casari these days. She 
spent a week of her vacation touring 
Nebraska, seeing a few shows and en- 
joying life in general. ... Rose Carlson 
of Lincoln and Rose Eitel of Falls City 
are two oldtimers who have returned 
temporarily to assist with extra work 
in the toll billing unit. It’s swell of 
you to come back and help out, and 
mighty nice to see you again. ... Dew- 
ey and Lilia Nelson have returned from 
Lake Okoboji, Iowa, after spending a 
week there vacationing. Dewey says 
they had a real rest and saw a show 
every evening. . . Word reaches us 
that Mr. Hart of the printing service 
unit is now stationed at Fort Riley, 
Kansas. ... Back in the engineering de- 
partment again are Frances Koontz, 
Vic Musselman, and B. C. Burden. 
They had been located in Wahoo for 
some time where they were doing 
special work for the Company at the 
Nebraska Ordnance Plant. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Bill Quinn 

It’s been just like old home week in 
the commercial office these last few 
days. With Lloyd Cleveland back from 
Hastings and Ade Newens transferred 
back from the plant department the 
old place looks just a wee bit more 
natural again. Oh yes, like the bad 
penny that always returns, Dick Lahr 
has shown up again. Dick has been 
in and out of the army so many times 
he is beginning to feel like a veteran. 
It seems that Dick in making himself 
physically fit for the Glider Corps be- 
came so perfect he decided to have an- 
other try at the Air Corps. To his sur- 
prise they accepted him. After being 
sworn in they advised Dick he was 
only number 300 on the list to be called 
up for training. Dick thinks he may 
be around for the duration at that 
rate, ... A newcomer to our office is 
Jean Beck. Welcome to the office, 
Jean, and we hope you’ll enjoy your 
stay. . Oscar Wohlberg took two 
weeks vacation starting July 19. He’s 
a little unhappy about the whole sit- 
uation. As Oscar puts it, he hasn’t 
missed a day of work on account of 
illness for eight years and then he turns 
around and spends a week of vacation 
in bed—and on his own time too. The 
remaining week he spent at his cabin 
on the lake at South Bend boating, loaf- 
ing and what not. ... On August 22, 
Marjorie Estes bade farewell to the 
office. She is moving to Denver, Colo- 
rado, with her parents. Sorry to lose 
you, Marjorie, but we wish you lots 
of luck. . . . Aldean Wood spent the 
week-end of August 15 in Denver. 
Woody says she had a swell time but 
she forgot to take along her red paint 
—at least that’s her story and she’s 
stuck to it. ... It has been rumored 
that the farmers in the vicinity of 
Lincoln are beginning to miss some of 
their choice roasting ears of late. We 


wouldn’t be surprised if a certain little 
gal in our office came to work some 
of these days loaded down with buck- 
shot. Lois Tucker says those ears real- 
ly taste delicious after she gets her 
breath back. . Three boys in our 
office have just received their com- 
missions in the U. S. Army Signal 
Corps. They are lst Lt. Howard Spahn- 
le, 2nd Lt. Ade Newens and 2nd Lt. 
Bill Morris. The boys are now wait- 
ing their orders to report for active 
duty. Bill is practicing up a little 
ahead of time. Our star Air Base of- 
ficial, General Helm, reports that Lt. 
Morris visited the Air Base one day 
last week all decked out in uniform 
plus. He was guest of Major Kinney 
for lunch and was shown around the 
base in grand style. Bill reports he 
rather enjoyed the first 500 privates 
whose salutes he returned in one way 
or another. After that it got a little 
rough. No one has seen Bill in uniform 
since that date. . . . Dorothy Wallick 
underwent an appendectomy on August 
13. She recuperated at the home of 
her parents in Bennet, Nebraska, and 
is now back on the job. We're glad to 
see the speedy recovery, Dorothy. 
.... “Ot’? Gorman vacationed the 
week of July 10. He spent the whole 
time playing golf each day. Because 
of the shortage of golf balls, ‘Ot’ has 
started the practice of carrying the ball 
around the water hazard. He explains 
that the hard driving he had been do- 
ing was beginning to bother his sinus. 
.... Another newcomer, Jack Yeager, 
has been busily employed the last few 
weeks giving our dial-pay stations a 
general clean-up and face-lifting. If 
this beauty treatment tends to make 
the nickels roll in faster, this corres- 
pondent is going to develop a bad case 
of gout on the fifteenth day of each 
month—collection day. For the 
grand finale, we quote a little article 
noticed in a sports write-up at the 
Lincoln Air Base. In case this ‘‘Mr. 
Helm”’ stuff fools you we might clear it 
up a little by saying this is the one 
and only Claude Helm, the only man 
not in captivity who can fool the pub- 
lic, the Army, and part of the L. T. & 
T. Co., all at the same time. ‘An in- 
teresting feature of the Tiger line-up 
is the presence of Mr. Helm, civilian 
assistant to Major Kinney (third base) 
at the Signal Corps building. Mr. 
Helm is officially designated as assist- 
ant pencil sharpener of this team but 
unofficially he darts back and forth 
with the agility of a tiger cub in front 
of the Tiger bench producing a teriffic 
noise with a catgut string pulled thru 
a tin can. Whenever Mr. Helm ap- 
pears it is doubtful whether his antics 
disturb the visiting team more than 
his own entry, or vice versa.” 


General Offices 
Christine Witt 
Mrs. Pohlenz, general commercial de- 
partment, was practically walking on 
air during the week of August 10,— 
The reason?—She left Friday night on 
the “flying rocket” to see her husband, 
Dean Pohlenz, at Camp Carson, Colo- 
rado Springs, Colorado. She spent a 


| 
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most pleasant week-end. ... Joe Hart- 
ley, our staff photographer, just 
couldn’t bear the thought of leaving 
his climbing beans (of which were 
made mention in the last ‘‘News’’) dur- 
ing his vacation. So—he spent a full 
two weeks sitting under the shade of 
these beans, watching his tomatoes 
pop off the stems. ... Doretta Harnett, 
accounting department, and your cor- 
respondent, general commercial de- 
partment, spent Sunday, August 2 
with Doretta’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harnett, Ong. The following Sunday 
they visited with your correspondent’s 
mother, Mrs. Witt, Axtell, Kansas, and 
sister, Mrs. F. S. Deem, Oneida, Kan- 
sas... . Mr. Milton Barratt, formerly 
assistant plant superintendent and now 
living in Los Angeles, California, visit- 
ed with old friends in the general of- 
fice building during August. ... The 
week of August 17, Mr. Ott relaxed at 
home enjoying the cool weather. ... 
Mr. Behm, general plant superintend- 
ent, accompanied by Mrs. Behm, va- 
cationed for two weeks at Grand Lake, 
Colorado. They also. visited their 
daughter Lois, who is a dietician at 
Fort Logan. As one may guess, a very 
lovely time was had by the Behms. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Ruth Schulte 

News seems to be a trifle scarce, 
but anyway, here’s a brief resume of 
the month’s goings on in the traffic 
department. ... Three girls have been 
transferred in from the territory to our 
operating room. They include Doris 
Sutton from Ashland, Elsie France 
from Syracuse, and Martha Snyder 
from Auburn. Phyllis Rising has been 
employed as a local operator and also 
helped out in the general traffic de- 
partment. A hearty welcome to you, 
girls! . . . Marie Portsche was called 
to Oregon, August 14 due to the illness 
of her sister. . , Virginia McCarty 
spent a week at her home in Sioux 
City, Iowa, while her mother recuperat- 
ed from a recent operation. .. . Maxine 
Bettenhausen is wearing a brand new 
diamond and has announced her en- 
gagement to Glenn Trump, former 
sports writer for the Journal and now 
a member of Uncle Sam’s armed forces. 
Congratulations to you, Maxine! .... 
Resignations in effect this month were 
Martha Sinsel, who has gone back to 
teaching school in Wymore, Nebraska, 
a position she held last year—and 
Betty Eberline, all night operator, who 
has accepted a civil service appoint- 
ment at the Lincoln Air Base. Phyllis 
Campbell, toll operator, has gone to 
Alabama to be married. Our best 
wishes to all three of you! .... Jean 
Framstead, general traffic department, 
and Marie Apgar, a former toll oper- 
ator, entertained at a shower for Mabel 
Huddleston who was recently married. 
The shower was miscellaneous and 
Mabel reports she received many lovely 
gifts. . . . The cafeteria reported two 
on the sick list this month. Mrs. Wat- 
son, who was troubled with an impacted 
wisdom tooth, and Phyllis Beaty who 
was off last week recovering from a 
tonsilectomy. Glad to see you both 
back! .... That about winds up the 
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news we could uncover for now, ex- 
cept for the vacation-goers! And here 
they are—Maxine Matison was on her 
way to California for a two weeks’ 
stay the last we heard—Lois True spent 
several days in Nebraska City at the 
home of her brother and the rest of the 
time at her home in Fairbury. Della 
Wilcox got acquainted again with her 
two daughters, who had just returned 
from a three months’ stay in Okla- 
homa. Berniece Smith, our chief oper- 
ator, reports a visit to her niece in 
Rockford, Illinois, and a ‘quiet’ bit of 
loafing at home. Lake Okoboji was the 
vacation spot picked by Lauretta 
Rowley over in the general traffic de- 
partment. Mabel Huddleston, no doubt, 
delved into the secrets of housekeep- 
ing during her vacation, and also spent 
some time at her home in Exeter, Ne- 
braska. C. C. Donley, assistant traffic 
superintendent, spent his vacation at 
home, and Kathryn Brooke, our P.B.X. 
operator, was one of those gals who 
got away on her vacation before we 
could find out just what her Plans 
were! ' 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller 


Among those in the service depart- 
ment to take vacations in August were: 
A. M. Geist, Rex Winders, L. P. Liv- 
ingston, R. D. Hartley, W. C. Stewart 
and C, H. Liebhart, district plant man- 
ager. A. M. Geist and Rex Winders 
with their families vacationed at Estes 
Park, and on their return trip stopped 
in Denver. The reports are they had 
a grand time. L. P. Livingston vaca- 
tioned from August 2 to 15. He went 
to California, but reports it was not 
such an enjoyable trip as he was ill 
most of the time while there. R. D. 
Hartley vacationed from August 8 to 
17 and stayed at home. W. C. Stewart 
was in Salt Lake City, Utah, for a few 
days and the rest of the time was 
spent in Lincoln. C. H. Liebhart va- 
cationed from August 3 to 17 spend- 
ing a few days in Aurora visiting with 
relatives and the rest of the time 
stayed at home. ... W. C. Stewart re- 
placed the cordless switchboard for 
the U. S. Employment Service and in- 
Stalled the switchboard for the U. S. 
Selective Service Boards. ... Charlie 
Ford was absent a few days in August 
due to sickness. J. C. Nosky was re- 
cently transferred from the supply de- 
partment to the switchroom. We are 
glad to have you with us and hope 
you will like it up here. ... One of 
our big jobs last month was the move 
of the Soil Conservation P.A.B.X. 
board to its new location on the third 
floor of the Rudge and Guenzel build- 
ing. Practically every Lincoln man in 
the outside service and construction 
departments including a few of the in- 
side men in the service department 
had a hand in this job. ... The folks 
in the service department presented 
Hazel Fricke with a gift Thursday, 
August 20. Miss Fricke resigned to 
take up teaching in Iowa... . E. S. 
Fisher was off duty a few days in Au- 
gust due to the removal of a cataract 
from the eye. ... More new faces add- 
ed to our forces are: Ferne Burns, 
service operator, R. A. Stall in Mr. 
Pugsley’s department and S. A. Muggy 
in Mr. Neff’s department. ... At the 
air base A. R. Pugsley and B. Wanek 
moved the switchboard for the area 
engineer from the old hanger to the 
new location proper. E., Wedgwood and 


his gang made the station equipment 
installation. 


Supply Department 
John Reed 

Time has been going pretty fast for 
us suppliers this summer. It seems like 
only yesterday that we turned in the 
last batch of news items for our col- 
umn, and here it is already time for 
the September items. We’ll start with 
the vacation items, of which we have 
only a few. Ardell Robison stayed at 
home during his vacation, July 19 to 
August 1.... W. C. Maxfield and his 
family visited relatives in Galloway, 
Nebraska, during the same period and 
brought back a couple of rattlesnake 
rattles as mementos of their trip. We 
understand the women folks killed 
the rattlers with long-handled shovels, 
while the men took to safe perches 
on a nearby fence, cheering first one 
side and then the other during the 
battle! . . . Lowell Johnson was on va- 
cation, August 16 to 29, working on 
various projects at home. If you were 
listening in on KFOR at 8:15 P.M., 
August 19, you heard Lowell speaking 
on problems of Nebraska fishermen in 
a round table discussion on Jack Hitch- 
cock’s sport review program. ... Kent 
Eno spent two weeks, starting August 
16, at Lake Kitchi, Minnesota, fishing 
and having a good time with his fam- 
ily. Kent said he enjoyed good fish- 
ing, but he liked his freedom from 
attacks of hay fever best of alll... 
Harold Cunningham had his vacation 
August 9 to 22, staying at home and 
not going anywhere. He had planned 
to go to Oregon, but tire and gas re- 
strictions kept him in Lincoln. ... 
Ralph Stebbings took his vacation, 
August 16 to 29, visiting Arkansas City, 
Manhattan, and Kansas City, all in 
Kansas. He helped his brother run a 
filling station for one week in Arkans- 
as City, working from eleven in the 
morning to eight-thirty at night. We 
thought it was a heck of a way to 
spend one’s vacation, but Muggs said 
the change did him good! ... Betty 
Schuette was operated on for appendi- 
citis at the St. Elizabeth hospital on 
August 12. We are glad to say that 
she recovered very nicely and is com- 
ing back to work on September 2.... 
The operation idea must be catching. 
Betty Klienschmidt was operated on 
for the same thing on August 29. At 
the last word, she is doing well. Take 
good care of yourself, Betty! ... We 
have a number of newcomers at the 


warehouse now. One is Joe Krhounek 
who joined the Company on July 15 
as warehouseman. Another, employed 
in the same capacity and who started 
» the storeroom about August 10, is 
Milton Royce, brother of Ernest Royce. 
» working in the storeroom is Paul 
Black, who started on August 24. 
George Eggleston started in the shop 
parts room on the same date. — 
Joseph Nosky was transferred to the 
ineoln switchroom from the supply 


department on August 17. ... Have 
vou met the Henson brothers, Floyd 
and Paul, who came here last spring? 
Thev are reputed to be expert horse- 
men having trained and exhibited a 
number of fine horses at the state fair 
this year. Floyd and Paul are attend- 


ing the University of Nebraska and 
work in the storeroom part of the! 
time. . . . Robert Mutchie of the con- 
struction department worked in the | 
seneral repair shop temporarily, Au- 
sust 17 to 21, while recovering from 
an injured knee suffered when he 
stepped in a hole in the ground. . 
Wesley Haas was absent from work | 
for several days during the week of 
st 24 the result of an infected | 
tooth. He returned to work on August | 
<¢ much better. Gay T. Hen-| 

derson was called on August 13 to join | 
the Volunteer Officer’s Corps. The day 
before he left, the warehouse folks 
ioined in giving him a going-away | 
gift, a fine zipper case that many sol-| 
diers have found indispensable. The | 
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best of luck to you, Gay! ... Gerald). 


R. Henderson drove to Fort Leaven- | 
worth. Kansas, on August 22 to visit | 
his brother, Gay, who is temporarily | 
stationed there. Gay asked Jerry to) 
remember him to his old friends at} 
the warehouse. Thanks, Gay! .. . 
About former suppliers now with the 
armed forces, we hear that Boyd M. 
Wedgewood, who left in February, has 
sraduated from the Air Corps Tech- 
nical School at Scott Field, Illinois, and 
is now stationed in the radio section 
in Dayton, Ohio. We saw Jack Donley 
at the main building in the early part 
of August. He is in the air corps, be- 
ing stationed at Lambert Field, St. 
Louis, Mo. We hear that Bev Ott, who 
left about the same time as Boyd, has 
since departed for an unkown destina- 
tion outside the United States. His 
last known location was Stockton, Cali- 
fornia. . . . Giles Gere, a former serv- 
ice department employee now in the 
Signal Corps stationed at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, was a visitor to the 
general shop late in August. 


Southern District 
Harlan Gillespie 
Auburn 

Martha Snyder, operator was trans- 
ferred to Lineoln traffic department 
August 10. . . . Jeannette Crooker is 
our new student operator... . Stella 
Clark, chief operator, is spending her | 
vacation in Omaha, visiting her brother 
and also in Stella and Falls City, vis- 
ting friends and relatives... . Grace 
reoks, toll instructress, vacationed in 
mahe. Lincoln, and Falls City, start- 
ing August 30. ... Ed Massie and fam- | 
ily went west for a two weeks’ vaca- 
tion and returned to work September 1. | 
.., Wera Clark, instructor at Beatrice, 
spent a week-end at the home of her | 
parents, and aiso visited some of her | 
old pals and the telephone office. .. .| 
Bertha Chamber, operator, resigned 
August 22 and left for California, Au- 
gust 30. Here’s wishing you luck, Bert. 


Beatrice Commercial Department 
Jean Powell, commercial clerk at 
Beatrice, has resigned and left for 


has resigned to accept a position as 
supervisor in defense work at the 
Dempster Mill Manufacturing com- | 
pany. ... We welcome as commercial 
clerk, Wilma Ranklu and Bernice 
Leseberg. 


| 
| 
Mrs. Lorraine Maixner, relief clerk, | 
| 
| 
| 
! 


Beatrice Traffic Department 
Those beautiful little sparklers are} 
getting more numerous by the week. | 
Marion Hobein and Sarah Ellen Pollock 
are the latest ones wearing them while | 
Virginia Hosier, we beg your pardon, | 
Virgina Coon, is wearing one of those 
little gold bands. She is leaving us the 
middle of September to join her hus- | 


band in Boise, Idaho. The best of}: - 


luek to you. ... Betty Bede is vaca- | 
tioning in Wichita, Kansas and at home. | 
. Bla Schidler vacationed in Colora- | 
do and remained to accept a position | 
with the Mountain States Telephone 
Company in Englewood, Colorado.... 
Norma Tachovsky is visiting in Fort | 
Riley, Kansas at the home of Lt. and |} 
Mrs. Ralph St. John and at her home | 
in Swanton. ... Mrs. Stanley vaca- | 
tioned in Tecumseh and Auburn... .| 
New toll students are Helen Korn, 
Sarah Pollock, Mary Beach, Marion 
Hobein and Martha Kirschner. a 
Virginia Bowman spent a week-end in | 
Colorado Springs. 
Brock 
Ruth Dougherty is the new relief! 
operator. | 
Cook | 
Ida Townsend enjoyed her two 
weeks’ vacation during the month in 
LineolIn with her daughters and Lil-| 
lian Harper... . Carole Heurer ka 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
} 


ited Mrs. Ida Townsend, August 17. 
Mary Estes was a Lincoln visitor, Au- 
gust 24. ... Mary Alice Osborn vis- 


ited in Douglas, August 20 and 21. 


Crab Orchard 
Bertha Sharp visited in Beatrice dur- 
ing her vacation. ... Helen Jones, re- | 
lief operator, received word that her 
sister had passed away at Chicago, 
August 8. 
Douglas 
Emma Bradley visited in Lincoln, 
July 29 and August 16. 
Elk Creek 
Mrs. Atha Morris has resigned as our 
collection agent and is leaving Au-| 
gust 24 to join her son in California. 


Fairbury 
Gertrude Knobel has been trans- 
ferred from here to the Lincoln traffic. 


| he was to be stationed at some town 


| Davis also left on the twentieth to 
| work for the Maxon Construction Co. 
'as a lineman at the Navy depot. Max- 
/on is installing both the power sup- 
| plies and associated wiring as well as 


Betty Heger of the district office also; Carty, Margery Mapes, Lorraine Widga, 
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. . . A picnic was held by the traffic | them in the wee hours of the morning | taught to mind their by’s, nec’s, ae Twenty Years Six Years : 
and commercial departments in honor of August 28. Don’s boat is on convoy | Od’s by Maxine Barrett and Helen . . . ee ) 
of Lois True, a former operator. . . .| duty plying between our East coast and Phillips, with Beth Mohler acting as Edith Way, Surprise. ' een “hla Uperor eauret 
Gerald Caley is sure wearing a big Iceland, England and Murmansk, Rus-! coach. . . . Helen Phillips divided a Nineteen Years _ | ta Durbank, utton, Virgina 


smile these days because since August) sia. He says that due to the long Arec-| ten-day vacation between Lincoln, 
il he has become a proud papa of a/| tie days they haven’t had much sub | Geneva, Gresham, and York. ... Hat- 
boy named John David. We understand | trouble so far, but with longer and | tie Marquardt patriotically saved tires 
he has been sticking his head in an longer nights coming up in the near|and railroad space and enjoyed the 
empty barrel and yelling papa to get | future, they are expecting more andj} leisure of a home vacation. ... Edna 
used to the call which he will soon be} more and better and better sub hunt-! Pflughaupt and children visited in the 


Edith Mattson, Stromsburg; H. Barnard, Lincoln. 
M. Studier, Lincoln; W. C. Max- 
field, Lincoln; R. H. Gray, Weep- 
ing Water. 


Eighteen Years 


“Blessed Events’ 


hearing. . . . Manager T. E. Longdon | ing. . . . Jack’s other navy boy is} old home town, Seward, and from re- Alex Pauley, York; M. H. Mor- IKEUTENANT and Mrs. Dan 
is enjoying his vacation fishing along | still presumably doing transport duty | ports we've had, the supply of chick- : ‘ ae 


gan, Syracuse; Lydia Kriegshaus- | “/ Smith are the proud parents 
er, Seward. 

Seventeen Years 
Karina Jezewski, Auburn. 


Sixteen Years 


the Loup river. . . . Elizabeth Mordick | in the Pacific. . . . Bob Branch, Harry’s 
is proudly displaying a new diamond.! oldest boy, is now someplace out of 

We have two new operators in | Seattle, just exactly where, Harry can’t 
the traffic department, Edna Denzin, | say. ... Ted Burr’s Army boy is still 
and Doris Outhier from Marysville, | ‘‘ssomewhere” in Australia. Doe “King 
Kansas. ... Byron Birdsley, test board | Edward” Wilson is completing installa- 
man, has been transferred to the,tion of another carrier here in Has- 


ens in Seward county must have been 
greatly depleted during that ten-day 
period. ... Phyllis Marble and several 
scattered members of her family are 
enjoying a get-together in cool Colo- 
rado, and we expect Phyllis to come 


of a baby girl born on August 
12, 1942, weighing 5% pounds. 
Lt. Smith, formerly with the 
Beatrice district office, is 


ee mK aol : er back with enough pep to inoculate the M. C. Walker, Hastings; Vivian now with the teaching staff in 
eatrice office. tings. Since last chronicled Doc has| rest of us. ... When the girls learned| yy K Aub ‘ 
: a aE th ndidat hool at Fort 
Friend taken up croquet in a serious way. In| that Gladys Fellows was temporarily Fift Y € ca e se a r 
. fact, this strenuous exercise has Doc | “batching” and that, for the first time, iiteen tears Monmouth, N. J. 
| ecg ni ae has a ign ape practically on the shelf. she was celebrating a birth date with- Cie tl Dougherty, Lincoln; G. E. : 
den that is a “Victory,’”’ so much so ; . out a cake, an impromptu party was lroth. Lincoln: G. E. Damon oe °®@ 
that the popcorn popped right on the eRe. LERES Heperiment in order. A local cafe decorated cakes, heeaac re Bessie Nipvert. Ohio- ; 
cob. Really ‘all out for victory! Yes,| Mrs. Holloway, formerly Mildred | other “eats” were set forth and the ’ BRE G. E. Miller, Lincoln service 
.| She brought it up to show the doubting | Adams, and Mrs. Lippincott, formerly party got under way at the early hour wa. department announces the 
Thomas! . . . Miss Brusnahan vaca-| Barbara Derra, are helping us out dur-| of 10:15 P.M., with fun for all, and a Thirteen Years . : 
tioned from August 10 to 21 in Lincoln| ing our period of training. . .. Our surprise and flowers for the ‘guest of V.BM nan, Lancola: Ruth birth of a baby boy, born 
and Beaver Crossing. . . . Miss Yates new toll students this month are the} honor. .. . We cannot fail to remark St : ice ne 1 , August 18 at the Lincoln Gen- 
spent two days, August 21 and 22, in! Misses Lindberg, Cornell, Dvoracek, concerning Marie Haberman’s getting rasKa, incon. l h ital Th littl f l 
Wichita, Kansas, visiting a brother. | and Nelson. ... Minnie Schlitt just re-| to work so early. Know why? Because Twelve Years era OSpl _ ‘ : nar yi 
Another brother from Denver, who is| turned from a week's vacation in west-|the down town mail is delivered Margaret Lindblad, Lincoln low weighing eight pounds 
enlisting in the Navy, accompanied | ern Nebraska, Wyoming, and Colorado. | earlier. Bill sends his letters in care & : ° and eight ounces has been 
her. ... The operators and commercial}... Doris Grounds spent her vacation | of the telephone office and, because Eleven Years ; 
clerk had a theater party honoring} in Kansas City. and the Ozark Moun-| Marie is too conscientious to read his : Li In: Hel named Jerald John Miller. 
ee ; eR ; Louise Porter, Lincoln; Helen 
Miss Eurich’s birthday. ... Miss Heck-| tains... . Our new local students are: | letters on Company time, she gets Hill Geneva & or] 
man shopped in Lincoln, August 17. | Elizabeth Zimmerman, Mildred Watson, | here really early, and reads, and re-| my E> ies ’ Y 
Hilda Eurich, commercial clerk, | LaVonne Schmidt, Joyce McCune, and} reads. But need we say the “glow” ine rears 1 ion- 
spent her two weeks’ vacation at home.| Irma Hinrichs. . . . We also welcome | extends to Company time? ... An- Doris Riddle, Lincoln Gerald Caley, eee 
Tse Doris Leesley who was transferred in-| other one of our employees spending : Y ; man at Fairbur y, 1s the pr oud 
. to our office from Plattsmouth. . . .| their vacation in cool Colorado is Alex Seven Years father of a son, born on August 
_Mrs. Crassman is spending her vaca-| Lillian Elliott spent her vacation visit- | Pauley. A. L. Ager, Wymore; Gladys wal has b 
tion in Auburn visiting her sister. ing with her sister in Grand Island and Lisk, York; Alvina Miller, Lin- 11. The new arriva as peen 
a also shopping in Lincoln. : coln. named John David. 
Hope Adams is spending her vaca- Harvard September Service 
tion in Chicago with her sister. August 8 scrap iron contest collec- * ° 
tidied tion was dedicated to Allen Jones, the Anniversa ries ‘ S ‘ } ti ti 
7 first Clay county boy who was official- D d A S S 
Gladys Neugebauer visited in Paw-/ly missing at Pearl Harbor. Allen is . istrict an rea tation ATISTICS 
nee City, August 6... . Bridget Divis| the brother of Faye Jones who is re- Thirty-Seven Years Gai L 
ae sa hapsbesec ain or Loss 
visited in Cheyenne, Wyoming, Colon | lief operator at Harvard. ... Mrs. . . ° : 
and Wahoo, during her vacation. . . isi C. E. Cummings, Lincoln. Gain or Loss Since 
Grace Pruett COC at Malcolm visited p F A t 1942 J 1. 1942 
Sterling the Harvard office between buses on Thirty-Two Years or August, anuary l, 
Helen Wehmer was a Lincoln visitor, hei way to visit at Fairfield. Laura E. Douty, Seward; Li L. Central District ieecietdanseuneacowouneeuece 96 210 
August 4. Mable Weyers visited in Hebron Tefft, Lincoln. ; 
Adams, August 7... . Esther Fritz at-| Anita Marquart is our new student Thirty Years Eastern District— 
tended Loin Adams picnic, Saturday, | operator. . . . It seems the only news H. F. Apking, Hebron DAVACL OIOY a2 cd aa —3 22 
August 22. we have this month is of operators a ae aS; ; Nebraska City .2....0.0....0.......... 2 —34 
Tecumseh spending their time off in Lincoln. Twenty-Eight Years Plattsmouth ..........0.0000000000. oe. 3 43 
Hazel Nichols enjoyed her vacation | Could it be because of the new air base/ J. M. Hobson, Lincoln; Sophia SOQWaldl ou......ccccceccccecccecccceeccceeee 2 —17 
this month. . . . Myrtle Murphy spent there’ Well here goes—Doris Bartch- Windels, Syracuse. NN PURO siSesceciacsusdeecodicwlaccsaeeaee 30 621 
the week-ends of August 1 and 22 vis-|€™ Operator, spent the week-end of Total 34 591 
iting in Kansas City... . Edna Ragon August 8 in Lincoln visiting a certain Twenty-Seven Years CUA aeesadernnsusensnivorsnnsiaveunsinin 
was on our sick list last month but |S0Meone at the air base. Lucille Poppe, G. S. Cruickshank, Wahoo; eaathcin Disihieic 
was able to be back with us August| 0Perator, spent August 16 and 17 in| Nora E. Dilworth, Bennet. 
5 “17: Lincoln. . . . Margaret Bethscheider ° AUDUIN. ...20. eee eteeeeeeeeeenees —19 —108 
21... . Donna Jean Phillips who has ; ; : Twenty-Six Years ; 
been ill for several weeks returned to chief operator, spent a two weeks va- J A M H ti Beatrice Wage tue ibe Oy geet git? NS eed —29 
work. . . . Golda Thompson enter-|¢ation with relatives in Detroit... . . £1. IViason, 1ae Ings. ICBICOUEY: ncectcckicstncncadisavers —13 —27 
tained her daughter from Omaha over Visitors during the month of August Twenty-Five Years Tecumseh ween ewww wn een ewww enenee —T —15 
the week-end of August 9... . Fordyce hbegc get tage oe eh bart Has-| J, Lloyd Lyne, Lincoln; R. J. INE sce ccel eet ietianate ache saccainalasac 1 —i 
B. Kerr resigned August 9 to accept | ‘N85 4M re seepbings Of Lincoln. | Donaldson, Lincoln; A. O. An- POLL. ccsvducrsvidncinsaudicdscaniciar —45 —181 
a position with the Missouri Pacific Osceloa drews, Lincoln; Ethel Prescott, | 
R.R. Co. alida, ose « eV - ° ° + j j 
agers pee poeple meh tie Agnes Gustafson, chief operator, | Fairmont. Western District— 3 
finger. . . . Harold Drake enjoyed his | [Pent her vacation at home, and re- Twenty-Four Years rt aga 14] 158 
vacation visiting in the Black Hills. Olson, operator pine - wei be iy Catherine Daugherty, Lincoln; Heb Eee cetera S ee 12 56 
. E. O. Wait and family have been ding Aucust 20. in ‘aville rd .«|D. R. Smith, Lincoln. shel la Revie aa ora ara rm a ts 
transferred to Tecumseh from Lincoln. Siar cigics Aah tues es ie panne T T Stromsburg ......-----------eee 6 12 
Erma Hruska of Lincoln was al : er parents. wenty- hree Years 7 Superior cn daacececccvcccciccescccvecsccsccs 1 —29 
visitor over the week-end. | Polk Stella M. Stanley, Beatrice. 
Wilber | The Polk operators enjoyed a “roast- Twenty-Two Years 
| 


' ing ear’ supper, - 
Amelia Aden spent her two weeks’ g per, sully 24) on mie ae 
oe apseee - phone lawn. . . . Jo Ann Lindberg 
vacation in Omaha with her sister. ... ‘ ot 
Lavina McElroy spent her vacation at | W852 Lincoln visitor on August 12... . 
c 4 c 4 - \ c i/ A 
hie . - | Linnea Eckdahl spent one week of her 
vacation in Lincoln visiting relatives 


Western District -and friends, the remaining week was 
spent at home. 


H. F. Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Eva Fern Davis, Weeping 
Water. 


Ralph Wait 

Alexandria 

Anna Deets, chief operator-cashier, | 
is spending a quiet vacation in a cabin | 
at the Alexandria park. Ann says, 
“Tm spending my time just loafing.” 


Stromsburg 
The traffic and commercial girls en- 
tertained at a picnic, August 13, in 
honor of Helen Lindberg, operator, who 
| resigned her position to go to Cali- 
| fornia, where she will look for work. 
Bruning A gift was presented to her as a re- 
R. H, Stebbings of Lincoln was a wel- membrance by the group. .. . Alice 
come visitor at our office the latter | Dickson is a new operator and began 
part of July... . The Bruning office her duties August 17. . . . Maxine Ol- 
Has been theated to a new oot son, former relief operator, has been 
‘ helping out in the traffic department. 


PLATTSMOUTH OFFICE FACES CAMERA 


Hastings Commercial Department 


It is vacation time with the “home| 
folks” for Beatrice Rohrer this month. 
It is also ‘hayfever time’”’ for her so 
she is, and she isn’t, having a good 
time. But at least she says it is bet- 
ter than trying to work through it all. 
. As relief clerk we wish to intro- 


Superior 


This exchange was saddened at the 
tragic and untimely death of Richard 
Meier, son-in-law of H. L. Whitney, 
combinationman at Superior. Our 
sympathy is extended to Lloyd, his 
daughter, and their families. ... From 
the traffic department we learn that 
Eleanor Hensell is on her vacation. 
Another old-timer has left the ranks. 
Mildred Scott, former assistant chief 
resigned to make her home in Cali- 
fornia. .. . Cozie Bruckert is. the new 
assistant and Frances Harmon is in- 
structress. . . . Marguerite Buckles is 
displaying a beauty of a ring. : 
Rexine Dyer visited in Lebanon, Kans- 
as one week-end. ... Elvira Bramwell, 
ex-operator, has returned to work tem- 
porarily. . .. Frances Stuck is back 


duce Bernice Rasmussen... . Vacations 
are over in this office now until No- 
vember. So until then we will try to 
“Keep Em’ Flying.” 


Hastings Plant Department 


| 
| 
On September 25, John Moorhead, 
one of our older and much respected 
retired employees, passed away. We 
were all shocked and grieved to hear 
of his death and extend our sincere 
sympathies to the family. ... During 
the month Francis Darnold and Lowell ; ‘ 
Johnson came out from Lincoln and|foM a vacation trip to the Rockies. 
installed the PBX board at the Navy! : - Chief Operator Melba_Rich- 
depot. The board is a _ two-position ards, and Assistant Chief Cozie Bruck- 
| 


ty 
eit 
ie 
@ 


3 Ss 


“os 


Stromburg-Carlson. ... . Other visitors | €%t, are learning the art of milking a 
during the month were Mr. Schmeltzer, | COW Just in case they are called into 


Mr. Boyles, Mr. Agee, Mr. McCulla. the service. . . . Hazel Harbolt is the 
and Mr. Hale. In fact, there are so| "ew commercial relief clerk, replac- 


many people streaming in and out of|in& Ruth Berk who resigned to make 
the office here any more that it almost | he? home in Mlinois. 

requires a receptionist to handle the 
glad-handing. .. . The twentieth of 
the month saw two of our old employ- 
ees leave our ranks to work elsewhere. 
Carl Pauley left to work for the Moun- 
tain States as a combinationman. He 
was to report to the Denver office for 
two weeks of schooling after which 


Sutton 


Anna Larson spent a week’s vacation, 
August 17 to August 23, at Pibel lake at 
Christian Service camp as sponsor... 
Edith Schleiger, chief operator, spent 
her vacation, August 6 to August 20, in 
California. Reports that she had a 
swell time. . . . Catherine Kahm is 
spending the last week of her vaca- 
tion, August 24 to August 30, at Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. 


in the vicinity of Denver. Ora “Buck” 


York | [EE Plattsmouth area, which covers nearly all of Cass county, is one of the most fertile and produc- 
Again tigke stretch sine oe ca in| tive farming sections of our territory. Due to its location on the eastern edge of Nebraska, it es- 
Weeens a VOVaee 20 Levow, employ= | og . Fair corn crops were raised there even during the 

additional telephone installations soj| ees: Lela Frieson who left us to be- caped Spee of the worst effects of the drouth yenie: Fa ore ee d duri 1942 i ti Pi 
“Buck” will be plenty busy. ... Lloyd| come the bride of Virgil Mierau, Au-|Y@@r%S when crop failures were general in our territory. In recent years, and during in particular, 
Voter of Carleton has joined our ranks | gust 9, at Henderson. Hazel Hilyard|the Plattsmouth area has been a complete garden spot. Our area office is located in Plattsmouth (pop. 
as “Tony” Lahr’s helper. We extend | who resigned August 16, with plans for | 4,254), the county seat. We operate 2166 telephones in the area, using the service of 35 employees. 
the well worn but sincere “glad hand” | attempting a WAAC career. And with} Other exchanges are located at Elmwood, Louisville, Murray, Nehawka and Weeping Water. The pic- 
to Voter, During the month, Lee Mill-| the other hand we extend a hearty| tures above show: 1. Wire Chief Joe Abrams, a fine telephone man and an ardent pipe smoker. 2. 
Bee As OOF Soe ee ae: welcome to Celia Klone, Luree Mc-| The business office. At the desks are Area Manager George Dobson (recently transferred to York), 
ee i E ildi his on hich 

took her vacation at this time. . . .| Eleanor Buller, and Geoline Luebbe. and Georgia Tartsch, cashier. 3. The area office building. We eter Oh oe Broue of this d ea iti 
Jack Mason’s oldest boy, Donald, First|... Four new toll students, Ruth Anne| WOuld have been replaced this year by a modern dial exchange building had not the war and priorities 
Class Fireman on a U. S. destroyer,| Perdue, Minnie Sanmann, Arideen| intervened. 4. The Plattsmouth switchboard. Left to right: Chief Operator Hilda Wallengren, Assistant 


| 


surprised his parents by walking in on} Rhoads, and Shirley Salyard, are being | Chief Eunice Copenhaver, Eunice Beverage, Elva Johnson, Helen Ledgway, Ruth Koukal, Rose Janda. | 
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BUSY DAYS ON THE LINCOLN TOLL BOARD 
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Volume XXIV 


Roy Mills Wins Asa Armstead | 


Dies Suddenly | 
Fas COLN employees were 
4 shocked and stunned on| 


oe) 
YR 
a, 


Golf Championship 


Wymere Manager Gains 
Permanent Possession of 
MecCulla Cup; Boyles 
Shoots “High” Score. 


os 


"AHE annual championship 

tournament of the Em- 
ployees Golf Association was 
held at East Hills club, in Lin- 
ecln, on Sunday, September | | 
20—after having been rainedifice had | 
out the previous Sunday. The;died. He ; | 
championship was won by! passed away | 
Roy Mills, the Wymore “siege; 3yuddenly, A.S.Armstead | 
gun!” The championship car- | and with lit- | 
ries with it possession of the t¢]e previous warning, at 6 a.) 
H. F. McCulla cup—and when! mm. at his home ‘n Linco n. | 


we say possession we do mean | ; | 
“possession.” Roy acquired the) Mr. Armstead had been at 
work the previous week and 


| 
cup for his very own this time. | | 
it had d to be in his vsual 
He had won it on two previous fad seemed to be in | 
There seems to | 9-17-4413, 


‘Monday, September 
word filter- 
ed through 
the various 
buildings 
that Asa S. 
Armstead, 
clerk in tke 
supply cde- 
partment of- 


when | 


- 
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occasions and the rules say! good spirits. se 
that it is to decorate the man-| have been no premonition of 
tle in his home from here on the impending fatal heart at- 
out. ‘tack during a pleasant week- 
. ‘end which he spent visiting 
Roy’s medal score of 84 was his children in another city. kos 


HE above picture of the big toll board in Lincoln was taken just before 11:00 a. m., on 
September 17. It graphically illustrates the daily situation which makes it necessary 
us to advise the public to: “Make No Unnecessary Calls!” In normal times, only a 


Number 10 


'/ SCRAP DRIVE 
= |WAS SUCCESSFUL 


Company-wide Campaign 
Results In Accumulation 
Of 39,447 Pounds Of Metal 
Of All Types. 


[Be Company drive for 

scrap metals to aid in our 
nation’s war effort—carried on 
throughout our territory dur- 
ing the week beginning Octo- 
ber 5—was very successful in 
unearthing a huge quantity of 
needed metal. 

A total of 39,447 pounds of 
various types of metal was 
turned in (1) by the Company 
itself and (2) in personal con- 
tributions from employees. 
Lincoln’s total was 14,860 
pounds — divided as follows: 
Main building, 8,250 pounds; 
Warehouse, 6,610 pounds. 
Eastern district contributed 
15,510 pounds, Southern dis- 
trict 2,113 pounds, and West- 
ern district 6,714 pounds. Cen- 


good enough to win. 
us feel that it would have been 
good enough to win even if 


Most of | 


| Asa Armstead will be great- 
|ly missed by all who had con- 


few of the positions on the right-hand side of the big board are used. Now, as can be seen 
here, all are in use and four additional positions (seen at the extreme right) have been added 
in recent weeks. Inset picture shows the new toll recording board, which is located in the cen- 


tral district, outside of Lin- 
coln, turned in 250 pounds. 
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last year’s champ—A. B. Gor-|tact with him. His quiet, 
man. of lLincoln—had felt|modest disposition and his 
healthy enough to arise from a| keen sense of humor endeared 
sick bed and totter around the him to all of us. Although he) 
did not join our Company un- | Officers’ Training 


eourse. Which he didn’t! Some | 
of the boys are unkind enough | til February, 1935, he had | 
to intimate that Gorman, made for himself a peculiarly) For Four Employees 
picked his spot to be ill, but| warm spot in the hearts of his/-rus4r CONE, of the con-| JERNARD C. Burden, trans-| PECENT additions to the his- 
this sounds like a canard to’ friends. | struction department, Lin-| mission engineer in the torical museum, in the 
aie _ Mr. Armstead was born in| coln, and Howard Spahnle and! engineering department, Lin-!| general office at Lincoln, in- 
Seeond place in the first Columbus, Ohio, on July 13, William Morris, of the Lin- 
‘light was won by Ed Dorland, 1881. He came to Nebraska coln business office, left Sep-| 
Wahoo—who suffered joy and with his parents when only tember 21 for Fort Monmouth, 
sorrow in equal quantities this| four years old. He lived for aN. J., where they will receive 
day. Ed posed for a special number of years in North training for six weeks in the 
eamera shot in which he Bend, where he married Bar- Signal Corps officers’ train-| || 
knocked a perfectly good ball bara Menshik in 1907. Dur- | ing school located there. All 
elear out of sight. : 


ter of the room. It was built recently in our general shop, and is used during rush hours 
‘to record calls which cannot be handled as received by the toll positions. 


‘Recent Additions to 
Historical Museum 


‘Mr. Burden 
‘Goes To Washington 


recently | Porcelain mouthpiece, Ameri- 
com pl eted, can Electric Company, about 1915, 
his esions donated by Milo Caslavsky, serv- 
‘ice department, Lincoln. 
ment for the Desk stand, Stromsberg-Carl- 
Company at} son, enameled nickel finish, 1898, 
Mead ord-| donated by E. L. Shanks, Stroms- 
| nance plant | berg-Carlson representative. 
Ee ethe@cten ’; Resistance meter, Stewart 
acc ctober | Brothers, type of about 1900; Tele- 
10 for Wash- timer, for metered service, about 
ington, D. C.,/| 1925, donated by J. W. Richmond, 
where he 


will be con- 


Then he ing his earlier years he was a} three had received commis- 
went back to play and, on his telegraph operator. Afte r sions some time ago as lieu- | : 
first drive, after winding up spending a goodly portion of! tenants in the Signal Corps) | 

exactly as he did for the pic- his life in North Bend, Uehl- cadre which has been formed || 
jure, he dribbled the ball all of ing, Walthill and Blair, Mr.|in our Company. Upon com- 
two feet down the fairway! {Armstead moved to Lincoln | pletion of their training, they ) 
First place in the second flight and entered our accounting, expect to return to Lincoln ‘8 nected with 
was won by the donor of the department. Since 1936 he| await further orders. It is ex-|the Communications Division 


Company, Bassett, Nebraska. 
Sechrist automatic switch for 

booth light, 1892, donated by J. C. 

Miller, service department, Lin- 


B. C. Burden 


coln, having clude the following items: | 


Bassett-Springview Telephone} yjres” contained therein! 


of the War Production Board. His 


.] 2 in the plant depart- | ted that th tir adre 
cup, Herb McCulla, and sec had been in eP P peaek= = Re rae title will be Senior Communica- 


ond place went to Lloyd| ment. He is survived by his| will be called into active serv-_ fidiambinieincenmebcureceivenlenic 
Cleveland. of Lincoln. 'widow, a daughter, a son,| ice about January 1b 1943. | appointment on September 30. 

three brothers, two sisters and| Adrian Newens, of the Lincoln; yy, Burden’s selection for this 

Clyde Boyles, Lincoln, shot | two grandchildren. business office, who also holds| important position comes as a 


a horrible 120 to walk away | a commission in the cadre, left | natural result of the constantly 
with high score honors (%),. Funeral SeIICSS were held October 12 to receive training increasing value of his work in the 
while the worst Merle Hale. at Wadlow’s, in Lincoln, on ‘field of technical telephony. His 
; ; at Fort Monmouth. : h ! 
Lincoln, could do was 106. | September 30, with Rev. R. M. duties with the War Production 


coln. 

“Telephone Handbook,” Her- 
bert Webb, 1894; “Your Tele- 
phone,” Pauline Belden, 1923; 
“American Telephone Practice,’ 
Kempster B. Miller, 1900, donated 
by A. O. Andrews traffic depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 

Employees are urged to send 


historical telephone items to 


cur museum. They should 
be addressed to Joe Hartley, 
general commercial depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 


| : ‘Board will involve the analysis of 
Highteen members started and | Blythewood in ere Pall telephone projects submitted for 
eighteen members finished— bearers were Fred Strasser, priority ratings. He will be in 
which established some sort of Ernest Royce, E. T. Wester- Washington for an_ indefinite 
a record for employee tourna- | hoff, L. A. Stacy, Ralph Steb- period. 
ments. bings and Lloyd Jenkins, all | 
‘of the plant department. 


Dinner was enjoyed in the Burial was at North Bend. 
Broadview club house, after) 


which the day’s prizes were) 
awarded and officers elected | 


for 1943. The following were Remem be r Pearl 
named: J. A. McKinzie, Lin-| H ar b or n 


A bass drum contains enough 
steel for two bayonets; a trumpet 
enough for 60 .30 caliber car-. 
tridge cases. 


AT WEEPING WATER 


PATRIOTIC DISPLAY 


eoln, president; Charles Crew, | 
Geneva, vice president; L. C.. 
Anderson, Lincoln, secretary- | 
treasurer. 


When you throw away three 

: | 

eans you are throwing away. 

enough tin for one hand_| 

grenade. | It will cost money to defeat 

'| Germany, Japan and Italy. Our 

‘| government calls on you to 

help now. 
Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them every 

day if you can. But buy them | 

on a regular basis. 

Bonds cost as little as $18.75, || 

stamps come as low as 10 cents || 


In order to complete our 
wartime merchant ship pro- 
gram we shall have to turn out | 
an average of three ships a. 
day during this year and the 
next. 


Savings stamps can be bought 
at all banks and postoffices, 
and bonds can be purchased 
through our Company. In Lin- 
coln, and in all other district 
and area points, stamps may 
also be purchased from our 
own Company. 


The steel, copper wire, and 
brass used to make an average | 
piano would be enough to pro- 
duce a dozen bayonets, a Sig-. 
nal Corps radio set, and 66 .30 
caliber cartridges, 


AV ee Bob Gray, of Weeping Water, gets crchids for as neat and interesting a win- 
| dcw display as has appeared anywhere in our territory. Bob sounded a patrictic note, 
_and generated an immense amount of public good will, by rustling up 101 pictures of men 
from the Weeping Water vicinity who are serving in the armed forces. Tastefully dis-' 
played in our office window during the Cass county fair in September, the window was, 
without doubt, one of the biggest attractions in town! 


In most larger exchanges, 
scrap barrels were set up to 
receive employee contribu- 
tions. In Lincoln, the bar- 
rels were painted white and 
blue, and carried a red “V” 
and caricatures of Hitler and 
Hirohito. The barrels in the 
main lobby of the general of- 
fice building were the objects 
of considerable attention from 
employees and customers alike 
—since they contained many 
interesting items. It cannot 
be denied that junk possesses 
an inherent fascination for al- 
most everyone, and it was no 
unusual sight to see someone 
poking through the barrels and 
exclaiming over the “treas- 
On 
the day that General Plant 
Superintendent Behm tossed 
in a big iron skillet, interest _ 
mounted to fever heat and it 
became necessary to empty 
that particular barrel quickly 
to save the skillet! 

Although the Company has 
long made it a habit to dispose 
of scrap metal at regular in- 
tervals, an amazing amount of 
such material was uncovered: 
when General Manager Agee 
made a “sleuthing tour” of the 
Lincoln buildings. Items that 
we had been saving for years 
—for no apparent reason ex- 
cept that famous one, “we 
might need it some time’— 
were- tossed into the scrap 
heap. It was a grand “clean- 
ing out” of everything from 
vault doors to Bostitch staples, 
and was accomplished with 
great good will and en- 
thusiasm. 


Many Long Years Ago 


N 1877, to be exact—you 

could rent a couple of tele- 
phones, build and maintain 
your own line connecting the 
two instruments—all at con- 
siderable expense. Having 
done that, you could carry on 
a conversation, of sorts, be- 
tween the two telephones but 
to no other. Contrast that with 
today when the chances are 
that the one telephone out of 
more than 22 million in the 
U. S. A. with which you wish 
to be connected, will be 
reached while you hold the 
line. 
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(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) | 


ERE’S a new wrinkle to add (?) to our collection prac- | 
tice. A newly employed cashier in one of our larger | 
exchanges recently received a telephone order to remove 
a certain subscriber’s service. She is a mighty fine employee | 
and is trying hard to learn all the ropes—so she quickly 
looked up the subscriber’s stub to see if he might be owing | 
us any money. Discovering a fair-sized balance on the ac- | 
ecunt, she picked up the telephone and murmured sweetly: 
“I’m sorry, sir, but, we just cannot remove that telephone | 
until your bill is paid in full!” Which certainly is a fresh 
and stimulating approach to our collection problem and 
ome which caused her area manager, who happened to hear 
the remark, to go out into the terminal room and have him- | 
self a case of apoplexy! But here’s the pay-off—she got the 
money! Run that one cver on your harmonica, but don’t let | 
it give you ideas! | 
It is only on rare occasions that anyone manages to slip | 

a “iast one” over on District Manager Clyde Burge, of Beat- 
rice. However, Mrs. Burge recently accomplished the feat, 
so | have been told. To be sure, all wives have an advantage 
in this respect—because most husbands fail to protect them- 
selves against whizzers from “the little woman.” Maybe 
it is because men trust their wives—or it could be that they 
underrate them. In any event, Brother Burge took on a bit 
of excess poundage last summer, and his spouse has been at 
him to exercise and get rid of the blubber. He gave ne 
his solemn promise that, come the first frost, he would hie 
himself away to the great outdoors with his gun and his | 
new dog. He assured her that the walking he would get 
while training the new pooch would make him look like “The 
Thin Man.” So, following the first frost, Mrs. Burge drove | 
Clyde and the dog out to a spot along the Rock Island tracks 
about five miles from Beatrice. As he started down the) 
tracks toward town, Clyde issued the following definite or- | 
der: “Meet me at the first crossing. It’ll be a mile, and a 
mile will be plenty for the first time out. Don’t fail to be! 
there!” Well, she drove away and the man and the dog| 
started their promenade. In due time, they arrived at the) 
first crossing—tired and ready to be picked up. No car—no 
Mrs. Burge. So they tottered on another mile to the next | 
crossing, and the next, and the next! No car—no wife! It 
was rapidly becoming a question of whether Clyde should, or 
eould, carry the dog—or vice versa. Their tongues were out 
so far that it looked like both of them were wearing red neck- 
ties. Mr. Burge was shedding “lard” in streams—but the two 
participants in this glcrified “bunion derby” kept dragging 
along. What else could they do? They finally came flat- 
wheeling into the depet at Beatrice where, cool and comfort- 
able, Mrs. Burge waited with all the aplomb of one about 
to welcome friends from an incoming train! Both Clyde 
and the dog were on all fours as they reached the car. Clyde, 
of course, was wearing a hat—so Mrs. Burge was able to tel! , 
which was the dog! If our Southern district manager de-. 
velops a trim and “wasp-waisted” figure this fall, give the 
credit where it is due—because it is a cinch he isn’t going to! , 


Here’s a little incident which just goes to show that you, 
cannot bank too heavily on this “I knew him when” stuff to) 
acquire prestige among your buddies. Some weeks ago, Gen- 
eral Manager Agee and General Commercial Superintendent 
McCulla made cone of their annual “speaking tours” of the ter- | 
ritory. On the day they were due in Hastings, all the con- 
struction boys nearby were rounded up for the meeting, and 
they gathered in a group around the Hastings building while 
awaiting the distinguished guests. To while away the time, 
Bud Miller—truck driver for “Babe” Combs’ gang—regaled 
the boys with stories about his boyhood frolics with Herb McCulla. 
“We were boys together out here, you know,” he confided, “and good 
old Herbie and I have always been pals. Why, we used to go swim- 
ming and hunting and fishing together, and stuff like that there.” 
His voice grew husky and he became starry-eyed as he recalled the 
dear dead past. “Good old Herbie,” he sighed, finally. “I can hardly | 
wait to see my old pal. There’s one guy who never forgets a boyhood 
buddy.” The gang was properly impressed—or Bud thought it was— 
and he really was letting himself go when the Lincoln party arrived. | 
Making the usual rounds to. shake hands with all and sundry, Herb 
eame to Bud. “Well, welli—and how are you, Baker old boy?” he | 
boomed, as he grabbed Miller’s hand. Bud, completely deflated be-. 
fore the amused eyes of the gang, finally found his voice to squeak 
plaintively: “Name is Miller, Herb—not Baker!” Well, this also up- | 
set our commercial superintendent no end—on account of that it was 
just last spring that he laid some important dough on the line for a 
“Memory Course!” To help him remember what faces went with 
what names. So it was a very solemn crowd which filed into the 
building for Mr. Agee’s speech. As you may surmise, the construction 
boys have been having a field day with Bud ever since—wanting to 
know how he got along in his boyhood with F. D. R. and Wendell 
Willkie and General MacArthur and other famous personages. Bud 
doesn’t figure to live it down for years—and Herb McCulla is thumb- 
ing furiously through those “Memory Course” text books in a vain 
attempt to discover why he “laid an egg” in his own home town! 

—N. O. 


October Service 
Anniversaries 


Forty-Two Years 
F. E. Behm, Lincoln. 


Forty-One Years 
EK. A. Rosker, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
B. R. Overeash, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 

J. M. Abrams, Plattsmouth. 
Thirty-Four Years 

D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 
Thirty-Three Years 

R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Two Years 

A. S. Keckler, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 

J. Pugsley, Lincoln. 

Thirty Years 


J. C. Gear, Fairbury; T. S. Ris- 
ser, Lincoln; H. Moss, Lincoln; K. 
B. Cary, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
G. T. Jones, Hebron. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
Twenty-Six Years 


Arthur Albers, Lincoln; T. S. 
Burr, Hastings. 


Twenty-Five Years 


H. J. Soderholm, Lincoln; 
Georgia H. Tartsch, Plattsmouth. 


Twenty-Four Years 
Rose Riggs, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 


R. L. Dalton, Lincoln; H. M 
Miller, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Two Years 


Pearl Freeman, Table Rock; W. 
C. Stewart, Lincoln; Maude Wil- 
ley, Beatrice. 


Twenty-One Years 
Cura Smith, Milford. 
Twenty Years 


F. P. Darnold, Lincoln; G. A. | : 
|paring the human body to re- 
'Sist respiratory infections, jus- 


Stuart, Sutton. 
Eighteen Years 


Wilma McIntire, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 


Mildred Kleinemeier, Daykin; 
Richard Manners, Seward; Jessie 
VanTrump, Harvard. 


Fourteen Years 


LeRoy Schlentz, Lincoln; Flor- 
ence Tatman, Lincoln; F. D. 
Young, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 


H. D. Ash, Military; Flora E. 
Fentress, Osceola. 


Twelve Years 


P. G. Bassett, Lincoln; Mary 
Turner, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 
Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Marjorie Whiting, Lincoln; P. 
A. Wilkinson, Lincoln; Irene 


©chuerman, DeWitt; B. D. Patti- 
son, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 


Mabel Weyers, Sterling; Irene 
Johnson, Dawson; B. A. Isaman, 
Hastings; W. W. Eden, Lincoln; 
Eunice Copenhaver, Plattsmouth. 

Six Years 


G. A. Wasson, Lincoln; Ruth 
Schulte, Lincoln; T. B. Hedges, 
Lincoln. 


Five Years 


Maxine Herbes, Osceola; Gen- 
evieve Griffin, David City; Jose- 
phine Elfring Stiner. Hastings. 


Girls Join WAAC’s 


ILMA McINTYRE, of the 
Lincoln business office, 
holds the distinction of being 
the first girl in our organiza- 
tion to join the famous Wom- 
an’s Army Auxiliary Corps, 
so far as the “News” has been 
able to discover. Miss Mc- 
Intyre, who was cashier in our 
Nebraska City office before 
coming to Lincoln, enl’sted as 
a WAAC recruit on September 
12. She is now awai‘ing a call 


to report at Des Moines, and: 


expects to be in the service 


before the end of October. 


A later WAAC recruit was 
Ruth E. Trutna, operator at 
Wahoo, who passed all her ex- 
aminations recently and is 
awaiting orders to report for 
duty. There will be stars on 
our service flag, and name 
plates on our “Roll of Honor,” 


for both these gir!s and for all 
others who go directly into the 
service of the nation from em- 


ployment with this Company. 


SS 


{of 120,000 vitamin capsules, 


-| were urged to order their full 


|The Company does not, of 


|crganization. But it is felt that 
the known value of an ade- 
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Vitamin Capsules 


Popular With Employees 


AEEHOUGH this Company 
“4 has, for several years, pur- 
chased vitamin capsules for 
resale to employees, the de- 
mand this fall for this popu- 
lar source of health and en- 
ergy has topped all previous 
records. A very attractive 
price was secured and passed 
on to employees this year by| 
General Manager Agee. There 
were orders on hand from em- 
ployees all over the territory 
before the first consignment of 
60,000 capsules had arrived. 
Three additional consignments 
have been necessary to keep 
pace with employee orders. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS— 


BEEENGS are happening so fast down in Washington 

these days that it is almost difficult to know or to pre- 
dict their effect upon us in the year to come—probably 
we can analyze the situation with some definiteness be- 
fore the first of the year. 


_ However, October brings one activ- 
ity to the front which directly affects 
and concerns most of us. I refer to War 
Relief drives and Community Chest 
campaigns. 

In most of our exchanges large 
enough to have a Community Chest the 
War Relief drive will be combined with 
the Chest. It is so in Lincoln. The re- 
sult is the largest budget ever pre- 
sented to Lincoln people. But it’s an 
important part of winning the war. It’s 
a privilege to give, and I don’t need to urge Lincoln 
|} Telephone folks to do their part. You always do. 


—J.H. AGEE. 


On the day this is written 
(October 6), the Company 
has purchased a grand total 


and has filled employee or- 
ders for 115,600. The balance 
will have been sold long be- 
fore this issue of the “News”? 
is distributed. Last year, only 
89,600 capsules were ordered 
by employees. 


1 “WITH THE COLORS" ‘ff 


R. D. Andrews, 
General Traffic Department. 


H. D. Ash, 

Construction Department. 
James L. Baxter, Jr., 
Construction Department. 
Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 
Eugene W. Burchess, 
Construction Department. 
George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


Ray Chambers, 
Construction Department. 


Charles E. Connors, 
Construction Department. 
James D. Crabill, 

Lincoln Business Office. 

D. W. Cunningham, 

Supply Department. 

E. I. DeVries, 

Construction Department. 
John B. Eidemiller, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


Raymond E. Freeman, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


Jack Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 
Ned Johnson, 
Construction Department. 


Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 
Ervin H. Klundt, 
Hastings Plant Department. 
Roy W. Knorr, 

Plattsmouth Plant Department. 
Dick Lahr, 

Lincoln Business Office. 


Waldo J. McDowell, 
Lincoln Business Office. 
Lloyd A. Murphy, 
Construction Department. 
Delbert C. Mutchie, 
Construction Department. 
L. P. Neal, 

Supply Department. 

B. I. Noble, 
Non-Functional, York. 
‘Joseph C. Nosky, 

Lincoln Service Department. 


Roy W. Nyden, 
Construction Department. 


It is not expected, nor in- 
tended, that this shall become 
a continuing activity through- 
out the winter. Employees 


winter’s supply at one time. 
course, have any method of 


checking accurately upon the 
value of this activity to the 


quate vitamin intake, in pre- 


tifies the moderate expense 
generated in making the dis- 
tribution. 


“Journey's End’ 
O THE bereaved ones who 


are left to mourn, we ex-|{ Phil Garvey, Bev N. Ott, 
tend sincere sympathy from Lincoln Service Department. Supply Department. 
the employees of this Com-|| Giles H. Gere, Ted M. Ray, 
pany Lincoln Service Department. Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Cornelius Groendyke, Dan Smith, 


MRS. SUSANNA MERZ of 
Seward passed away Sep- 
tember 5. She was the 
mother of Martha and Beata 
Merz, operators at Seward. 
Funeral services were held 
at the St. John’s Lutheran 
church with Rev. Heinicke 
officiating. Burial was in 
the Greenwood cemetery. 


Non-functional, Beatrice. 
Don D. Smith, 

Construction Department. 
Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Boyd Wedgwood, 

Supply Department. 


Clyde S. Whittington, 
Supply Department. 


Lincoln Service Department. 
G. S. Hart, 

Accounting Department. 
Richard D. Hartley, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Gay T. Henderson, 

Supply Department. 


Gerald R. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 


-_-_-———————————— 
— 


——_____ _ 


AT THE ANNUAL CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNEY 


1. Merle Hale, Sam Jackson and E. A. McKenna lay a perfect “triple stymie” to disconcert Clyde Boyles 
—and look what he did to it! Our staff photographer added the white line to show the course of Clyde’s 
masterful putt. Boy—page Bobby Jones and Walter Hagen! 2. The champ, Roy Mills, gets kittenish 
and goes into his pool shooting stanée. Watching while Roy “hams it up” are, left to right: Bob Ander- 
son, L. C. Anderson and Tom Risser. 3. Even the optimistic Ed Dorland had to admit that he was fac- 
ing an impossible shot here! Lloyd Cleveland, left, is advising Ed to cut down the tree. 4. I. J. Devoe, 
our general auditor, takes the famous “19th hole” right out of the club house and puts it smack on the 
golf course. And we do mean “smack!” 
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Eastern District 


Personalities 


Brothers Company at Seward. Berdene 


| Bailey from Garland, will replace Mrs. 


Phyilts Taylor 
Ashiand 
W* bid farewell to the follow-ng | 
‘Y operators this month. Each and | 
evervone of them will be remembered 
for their fine work and cooperation. | 
Doris Sutton has been transferred to | 
the Lincoln office, Dorothy Pershing | 
has entered the Peru State Teachers | 
eollege at Peru, and Margaret Holka | 
has returned to her former position as 
chief operator-cashier at Ceresco. ... 
Pauline Baton spent September 21 in 
Lineoln and came home with some 
pretty new clothes. . . . Geraldine Mc- 
Dowell spent September 24 in Lincoln | 
and unexpectedly had to spend the 
night there too. She missed the last 
bus to Ashland. ... Margaret Micloski 
and Ethyl Armstrong were on the “sick 
list’ a few days this month. We're 
glad you're feeling better now, ladies. 
. Mrs. Combs, chief operator, spent 
the week-end of September 26 at her 
home in Lincoln, entertaining several 
guests. . . . Latest reports indicate that 
John Potter, manager, is still at the 
VYeterans’ hospital in Hines, Illinois. We 
eertainly do miss you, John. Best wish- 
es for a speedy recovery. 


Beaver Crossing 


Jean Harter has been transferred to 
the York exchange. .. . Lorayne Pierce 
left September 30 for an _ indefinite 
stay in Arizona. ... Mrs. Ruth Gentry 
is working as a relief operator during 
the absence of Lorayne. 


David City 


The personnel has been rapidly 
changing at the David City exchange. 
. Dorothy Funkhouser, cashier, left 

us last month to “join the Navy.” He} 
was waiting in California for Dorothy | 
and now she answers to the name of | 
Mrs. Albers. The girls gave a farewell | 
pienic for Dorothy at which time she 
received a piece of luggage. The picnic 
was “rained out,”’ but the girls met in | 
the building for a great time. a] 
Second on the list to say adieu was | 
| 


Al Osborne, combinationman, who ac- 
cepted work at a nearby defense plant. 
We're sorry to see you leave, Dorothy | 
and Al, but the best of luck. We surely | 
hope that at least one of those ‘“‘super- | 
duper” recipes that Andy Holt donated 
will be given a try. ... Shirley John- 


son, our new cashier, has certainly | 
been initiated into our business. The} 
week-end of September 19 her purse} 

| 


disappeared right from under her nose. | 
Shirley asked everyone she met about 
her vourse. Saturday night she even, 


_Kapke. We're sorry to lose you,, Hulda, 
but wish you success and happiness. 


Plattsmouth 


Bunice Copenhaver, assistant chief 
operator, spent her vacation in Aurora, 


Colorado—Hilda Wallengren, chief op- | 
list | 
She spent part of | 


erator, was also 
of “vacationers.” 
her “restful moments” visiting in Oma- 


included on our 


ha, the remainder of the time she spent | 


at home—Marguerite McClintock has 
completed her toll training. Congratu- 
lations, Marguerite. . . . Mrs. Tartsch, 
cashier, unexpectedly was called out 
of town, September 13. She took the 
Challenger to Los Angeles to visit her 


sister who has been very ill. Although | 
the trip was not a pleasant one, we're | 


glad to have you back, Georgia, and 
wish to extend our sympathies. 
Mary Bornemeier, chief operator-cash- 
ier at Louisville, helped with the com- 
mercial duties during Mrs. Tartsch’s 
absence. 


Seward 


Laura Douty, cashier, spent the week- 
end of September 22 visiting friends 
in Iowa. ... Area Manager Tyler Ryan, 
of Wilber, and Manager Chris Haber- 
man of Friend, visited the Seward 
office September 28. Vacations 
have come to a close in the Seward 
traffic department. Alma Grigsby spent 
a very enjoyable ten days at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma. . Dorothy Lange spent 
one week-end in Milford with friends 
and the remainder, shopping in Lincoln 
and resting at home... . Jessie Landon 
is spending a two weeks’ leave in 
Arizona. ...Reona Herman is our new 
student operator. 


Utica 


Zella Marsh, operator, spent Septem- 
ber 20 in Grand Island and Kearney. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Clara Jones 


Our thanks go to Carl Ahl this month 
for one of the best news stories of the 
year. Carl is one of those people who 
does not care too much for front page 
stuff, but when he gets in the ‘“‘news”’ 
he is really in there. The story, as we 
heard it, is that Carl and a party of 
friends were enjoying a dance at Tux- 
edo Park at Crete. Some girl in the 
crowd tripped him and leave it to 
Carl, he fell for her. The sad part of 
it was, he broke his leg in doing so. 
Another version going around our of- 
fice was that Carl was doing a little 


-| both of whom are former 


| 
| Boy, what 30 days time can do. Lieut. 
| 


| Tucker 


you are certainly 


dancer for years, 


slipping. We are sorry to hear of your 


misfortune and wish you a speedy re- 
covery. .. 


F. Bush and his family, have returned 
in California. 
Bush made really 
good time going out to California, but! She also stopped over in Chicago on 
since his son and daughter were there 


from a vacation spent 
We hear that Mr. 


| 


we know why he was anxious to get 
there. Within a short time after their 
return to Lincoln, Mr. and Mrs. Bush 
received a surprise visit from their son, 
Pfe. Richard Bush, who is stationed at 
Fort Winfield Scott in California. ... 
Returning from a trip to the west 
coast this week was Grace Hauschild. 
Grace accompanied her niece to her 
/new home in Seattle, and from there 
she went to San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. Grace spent some time with 
Bernice Huber and Anna Grace Cook 
employees 
of the Company... . If you see any of 
the girls from the’ north accounting 
office having a bad case of the jitters, 
forgive us. We were startled out of a 
mid-afternoon quiet when a series of 
ear-splitting crashes broke forth the 
other day, back in the vicinity of Roy 
Galley’s desk. When we finally got 
up enough courage to look we saw 
Mr. Galley leaning back in his chair 
with sort of a bewildered look on his 
face which broke into a grin. With all 
eyes upon him, he got up and started 
gathering up parts of his chair. We are 
certain Mr. Galley gathered up more 
parts than were formerly in that chair, 
but the thing that has everyone bother- 
ed is why didn’t he go down with the 
chair. It just couldn’t happen to us. 

. Laura Sires has returned from a 
vacation spent with her mother and 
brother in Humeston, Iowa. Laura re- 
ports that they are both fine, her 
| mother having fully recovered from a 
psqulOus illness. . . . Elsie Powell chose 
| Topeka, Kansas, for a vacation, and 
tells us that she had a nice time while 
there, 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Bill Quinn 


Last month we were harping about 
old home week in this office but this 
month it is quite a different story. 


Waldo McDowell was called to active 
duty in Omaha with the Army Special- 
ists Corps. Immediately afterward, 
Lieut. Spahnle and Lieut. Morris were 
called for training at Fort Monmouth, 
New Jersey. According to reports, they 
are staying at one of New Jersey’s 
swanky hotels, tho we doubt if they’re 
leading the life of “Riley.” . Lois 
has accepted a position with 


drove her Mode! A back to the office | pit of a jitterbug dance and kicked his | Firestone at Wahoo. So all in all we 


to search again for her lost purse, but | 


no luck. As a last resort, she planned | that for a fellow who has been a swell | 


to try the ‘“‘Lost and Found” ad in the} 


| 
newspaper, but on Wednesday, Sep- | 
tember 23, lo and behold, her purse; 
was in its usual drawer, and it had | 
never been taken from the Saag 2 


If you're accusing Kenny Richards or 
Andy Holt of the trick you should be 
ashamed.—Hmmmm. 


Garland 


Mrs. Ethelyn Jones is our new chief 
operator-cashier at the Garland ex- 
change ... Welcome, Mrs. Jones, we 
enjoy having you with us. ... Berdene 
Bailey, former contract chief operator, 
has been transferred to Pleasant Dale. 


Milford 


Vacationists last month were Dora 
Plessel, Edith Hughes, and Oura Smith. 
They spent their time resting at home 
and visiting friends. 


Nebraska City 


The scrap metal drive at the Nebras- 
ka City office has certainly been a 
“whopper.” The first day, September 
29, 500 pounds of scrap were gathered 
and piled in boxes in the lobby. A 
birdie tells us that Roy Ojers even 
cleaned out his garage, searching for 
“junk.” A bulletin has been posted 
asking all the onerators to collect their 
serap, and several of the men have 
offered to go to the girls’ homes and 
pick up their donations. ... The march 
of the vacationers is still in full swing 
in Nebraska City, finding Charlotte 
Seely enroute to Kansas City, Ruth 
Langenfeld to Omaha and Earling, 
Iowa; Betty Janssen, Sterling bound 
for some good home cooked meals, | 
taking with her Phyllis Adams, also 
on vacation. Week-enders of the traf- 
fic brigade include Evalyn Sprague | 
off to Lincoln and Wymore, Clara | 
Nevhalfen to her home town in Har- 
dington, Nellie Thompson also home- | 
ward bound to Tecumseh, Rita Simu- | 
naci, made a fly-by-night trip to Chi- 
cago to visit ‘interest’ in Navy Blues. 
; A moment to reflect upon the} 
news we've had from former operators | 
finding Lucille Bussey, now taking tele- | 
type in Denver and Barbara Pfann in | 
Mangins Credit store in Los Angeles. | 

. Millie Cohn has been coming to | 
work with smiles galore—could it be | 


a visitor from Detroit? Phyllis 
Adams is elated over the “Silver | 
Wings” her brother Jerry is wearing | 
home on furlough, Josie Shoe- | 


maker is expecting a certain soldier | 
home any day now.... For the prom-|} 
ising future of our office we find | 
Evelyn Letellier (teacher with the) 
sniffles) more than teaching new toll 
students, namely “‘Snookie”’ Beason and | 
Maxine Meyers. ... Among the gals | 
with colds, sneezes an’ stuff, we found | 
Mille Cohn off duty for three days, 
and Velma Abker underwent an ear. 
operation, both are back on the job 
again. A supervisors class was | 
conducted by Evelyn Letellier on Sep- | 
tember 21. The gals consumed the new | 
toll changes and patted themselves on. 
the back as “intelligenzia’’ personified. | 


Pleasant Daie 

Mrs. Hulda Kapke, chief operator- | 
cashier. resigned September 16 to ac- 
cept a position with the Hughes 


leg on a rafter. Carl, we would say 


1. Russ Rauch, warehouse foreman, Lincoln, at his desk. Russ is one of owr most popular and efficient employees—one who always gets 
the job done correctly. 2. Here is a man who does not believe that you need an entire desk to work on! A. O. Andrews, Lincoln— 
general traffic’s manual equipment engineer—gets a whale of a lot of work done in the tiny space he reserves for himself on his famous 
desk. He also likes blueprints instead of calendars for wall decorations! 3. Mary Frances Redding, operator, Peru, seems to get pleasure 
from her work. 4. As chief operator of one of our larger exchanges, Maude Willey, Beatrice, gets lots of desk work. But she can “push 
plugs” with the best of them when necessary. 5. A recent Beatrice toll class. Seated, left to right: Gertrude Amis, Gayle Seekman, Don- 
6. This unusually attractive candid shot gives us Norman Tachovsky, 
local and toll supervisor, Beatrice. 7. Slowly the soldier pictures roll in to the “News.” Here is G. S. Hart, printing service unit, account- 
ing department, Lincoln. 8. One of the engineering department’s capable and conscientious employees—H. J. Soderholm, of Lincoln. 


na Johnson, Ethleen Miller. Standing: Vera Clark, toll instructor. 


really have quite a gap in our ranks. 
Seriously tho, we’ll miss you folks a 


- + : 
_gfooNe tee oe - ost 


SO a 


the 


. Our traveling auditor, S., vacationing 


| Ohio. 


in your new work, ... Myrtle Hiner 
spent the last two weeks in August 
in Canton and Alliance, 
While in Canton, she visited 
the Ohio Bell Telephone Company and 
reports it to be quite the organization. 


her way home tho she refuses to com- 
ment on this PHASE of the trip. She 
just mentioned that there were some 
very nice soldiers around. . Rea G, 
Parsons has been transferred from the 
Engineering department back to the 
local commercial, to help fill the va- 
cancy created by Uncle Sam’s Army. 
Glad to have you back, R. C.... Our 
P.B.X. operator reported a rather 
amusing incident which happened a 
few days ago. It seems a subscriber 


called in and her opening statement 
was—‘I want a man, my wires are 
crossed.” Well, the operator was more 


or less stymied on that one but she 
took a deep breath and glanced across 
the office to see who. the logical ‘‘man”’ 
would be. The moment she spotted 
Lloyd Cleveland she decided he was 
the man who had had plenty of ex- 
perience—with crossed wires. Lloyd 
purred for about one-half hour, his 
voice getting softer by the minute. 
When he finally did hang up he sat 
there looking straight ahead thru glassy 
eyes and not saying a word for almost 
ten minutes. It’s hard to figure out 
whether the subscriber got her man or 
whether Cleveland got his wires 
crossed. . Four newcomers to the 
office are Doris Smith, Janice Ogden, 
Theo Johnson, and Dean Hamilton. We 
extend a hearty welcome and hope 
you'll like it as much as we do... . 
It beats everything how Claude Helm 
can hit the news so often these days. 
He’s really got the boys at the Air 
Base in a state of hypnotism or some- 
thin’. Why, they’re actually beginning 
to imagine General Helm is the G. M. 
of the L. T. & T. Co. The other day a 
Lieutenant came up to the counter to 
order in a telephone. Ade Newens was 
waiting on him and everything was 
going fine until the Lieutenant was in- 
formed by Ade of the shortage of hand- 
sets. Ade showed him our swanky little 
upright desk model and advised the 
Lieutenant that this was the best he 
could do. Instantly the Lieutenant be- 
gan to snort. After five minutes of 
sputtering and muttering the Lieuten- 
ant banged his fist on the counter and 
shouted, “I’ll have a handset even if 
I have to GO clear up to Mr. Helm.” 
Well—-the look on Ade’s face was in- 
describable. To say the least, he had a 
blank look on his pan but his frame 
was shaking and quivering like a vol- 
cano. The Lieutenant stomped out 
thinking he had Ade actually trembling 
with fright. If he only knew!... That 
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the streets of Lincoln is really quite a 
sight. If you look closely you can see 
the beaming countenance of Lee 
Schlentz. With that addition he should 
be a “super-duper killer-diller’’—but 
then, who are we to say he is not a 
“killer diller’’ just as he stands. ... 
Harriet Ellis spent the last two weeks 
of August, vacationing in San Diego, 
California. She says she tried hard to 
take in everything of interest and do 
the town up right. However, Harriet 
figured that to really do things up 
right she should see some of the night 
life—which turned out to be the bottle- 
neck of the trip. The night-club door- 
men couldn’t be convinced that she was 
old enough so Harriet decided she’d 
catch the night life on the next trip. 


General Offices 
Christine Witt 


Bonnie Nelson, general commercial 
department, left Saturday, August 5, 
for Hastings to visit a friend. Having 
had a most enjoyable time, she re- 
turned the evening of September 7.... 
Mary Margaret Pohlenz spent Labor 
Day week-end with her husband, who 
is stationed at Camp Carson, Colorado. 
The trip was made by car with friends. 
A short holiday vacation, but very nice 
reports “M.M.” . . Roger Moore, 
formerly of the plant department, was 
transferred to the service department. 
We welcome Ferne Burns, who will 
take Roger’s place in carrying the 
mail. Your correspondent left 
August 21 for a vacation to Kansas. 
She took the Zephyr to Kansas City, 
and visited her sister, Mrs. F. S. Deem 
at Lawrence. The latter part of her 
vacation was spent with her mother at 
Axtell. She reports a wonderful time. 
: Couer d’ Alen McArtor started 
work as junior secretary in the gen- 
eral manager’s office, September 1. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Helen McMeen 


Here’s your substitute scribe starting 
the column off with a gripe. Ruth 
Schulte handed over the task of re- 
cording the comings and goings in this 
department in such a hurry that she 
neglected to say where she was going 
to vacation this year. Now she is gone, 
leaving a big hole in our news report. 
Just-for that we hope you have a 
wonderful time and come back more 
worn out than when you left, Ruthie. 

. Enough of the chatter and down 
to some definite news. Loma Critch- 
field, former Lincoln toll operator, 
Virginia Bowman, Beatrice; Marian 
Hohbein, Beatrice; Regina Weakland, 
Tecumseh; Jeanette Crooker, Auburn, 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Hudson, Mansfield, 
Iowa are recent additions to our toll 


a ee, 


9. Introducing, left to right, Ruth Schnvelle, commercial clerk, and Mandane Reid, cashier, of Fairbury. 


Supply Department 


Month's News 


lot and here’s wishing all possible luck } long, low, sleek black job purring about force. . 


. . Mildred With began the in- 
| struction of Jeanne Arth, Esther Geier, 
; Janice Robinson, Berniece Schwarting 
; and Erna Squyres in the information 
| department September 14. . . Over- 
| heard in the operators lounge: Maxine 
Matison’s vacation turned out to be a 
permanent thing when she found a 
secretarial position in Los Angeles, 
California. Frances Glantz re- 
signed to be married and moved 
to Bremerton, Washington. Pat Crotzer 


and Betty Weart entertained at a 
Shower honoring Frances, Septem- 
ber 14. Lois True underwent 


: appendectomy at Lynch hospital, 
Fairbury. Mabel Huddleston re- 
signed to devote her entire time to 
housekeeping. . . . Lenore Alma left to 
take her position at the PBX board of 
Roberts Dairy, October 5.... Marilyn 
Kline withdrew from the local force 
to be married. Pat Crotzer re- 
signed and took up her new duties at 
the Air Base, September 2. ... 
Georgia Finnegan traded the fatigue 
accumulated during the year for a 
fresh outlook on life in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin and Dubuque, Iowa during 
her vacation. . . . Della Wilcox, Ruth 
Phelan and Kathryn Brooke have re- 
turned with renewed vim from their 
vacations. Ruth visited her home in 
Beatrice. . . . Doris Riddle swished to 
Ainsworth for the week-end, Septem- 
ber 26 and Virginia McCarthy caught 
the Zephyr to Chicago to visit her 
fiance the same week-end. .. . FLASH! 
CONTEST! PUZZLE! Where did toll 
operator Helen Terry go the week-end 
of September 19 and is it still proper 
to address her as Miss Terry? Send in 
your answer on a piece of scrap iron 
and the decision of Helen will be final. 
The only clues we have to offer are 
the facts that she bought a new dress 
for the occasion and that she denies 
any significance in the event. Each 
entry will be considered a patriotic 
gesture. Weight of the scrap will be of 
more value than any answer you can 
possibly think up. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller 


Howard Stroup, a former service de- 

partment employee now stationed at 
Camp Bowie, Texas, was a very wel- 
come visitor to this department on 
September 10. ... . Roger Moore, who 
previously has been working in the 
mailroom was transferred to the ser- 
vice department September 24. : 
C. S. Nevin vacationed from Septem- 
ber 21 to 27 and stayed at home. ... 
Mary Sullivan vacationed from Sep- 
tember 14 to the 27 visiting in Laramie, 
Wyoming. She reports there wasn’t a 
thing she missed in the way of sports. 
... A newcomer in the service depart- 
ment is Doris Cratsenberg, who is tak- 
ing Mrs. Westmoreland’s place. 
R. L. Peterson spent a day of his vaca- 
tion in Omaha and the rest of the time 
at home. ...R. R. Guthrie spent his 
vacation putting a roof on the house 
and cleaning the basement. ... We 
are glad to report that ‘‘Ted’’ Nyden 
who has been off work for several 
days now is much better. Hope to see 
you back on the job soon “Ted.” ... 
C. E. Cummings, chief switchman, 
spent his vacation from September 14 
to 26 staying at home. 


John Reed 


We were shocked and saddened when 
Asa S. Armstead of the supply office 
suddenly passed away at 6:00 a.m. 
September 28, as the result of a heart 
attack. Asa was a quiet and unassum- 
ing feliow, atways ready to’ help when- 
ever he was needed, never out of 
countenance, and with a ready smile 
for everyone. There is no doubt about 
that, as everyone says, he is going to 
be hard to replace in our affections. 
.. . William R. Knee has a new addi- 
tion to his family, an adopted son, 
Steven Thomas, who came to the 
proud parents on September 16. Con- 
gratulations, Bill! William Knee 
was on vacation September 6 to 13, 
staying at home most of the time... . 
Ray Sherman was also off during this 
time, visiting the fair and remaining 
at home to save tires and gas. 

Ray Sherman and Lars Jensen are 
taking a real ‘he-man’s” course in 
welding at the Lincoln high school 
five nights a week. ... Among sup- 
pliers taking the air raid warden’s 
course at the Lincoln high school 
every Wednesday night are Kent Eno, 
Ernest Royce, Richard Grant, and John 
Reed. . Gerald R. Henderson left 
on September 17 to enlist in the United 
States Marine Corps. Before he went, 
the boys in the shop and warehouse 
chipped in to give him a going-away 
gift, a zipper case. We have had a 
letter from him since, describing his 
experiences at the U. S. M. C. training 
center at San Diego, California. We 
wish you loads of luck, Jerry! ... We 
heard from Gay Henderson, Jerry’s 
brother,.about September 10. He is lo- 
cated at Fort Crowder, Missouri for 
basic training followed by radio school- 
ing. Gay says he is doing fine now that 
he has become used to Army routine. 
He hopes to hear from the boys at the 
shop once in a while. ...A letter re- 
cently received from Phillip J. Garvey 
indicates that he is now a sergeant. 
He has applied for admission to the 
Officers’ Training School. At the time 
he wrote, he was stationed at Fort 
Riley, Kansas and had seen several 
former telephone men from Lincoln. 
Phil closed his letter with the state- 
ment that he hoped he’d soon be back 
with the greatest bunch he had ever 
worked ‘with. Glad to hear from you, 
Phil! ... We have had several visitors 
from the: armed services this month, 
One was Boyd Wedgwood who was 
home on leave and dropped in for a 
pleasant chat with his old friends in 
the shop and warehouse on September 
10. At present Boyd is with the 21st 
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‘New Taxes on | 


| Telephone Charges | 


| HE latest Federal Revenue 
| Act, which became effec- 
Seward Manager To Make (tive November 1, increases| 
Home In California; Friend | materially the taxes on com-| 
Manager’s Promotion Well |munications services. As in) 
Deserved. ‘the case of the 1941 Act. the’ 
\law directs that the tax be cole 
"HE retirement from active | lected by the telephone com- 
rt 'pany from the persons using | 


service of L. B. Mapel, area |: 

its serv ' | 
manager at Seward, under the | oe oe Ls 
provisions of | Sw 
|ernment. 


our pension | | 
P | Including the increase, taxes 
plan, has | 
on the most commonly used) 


been an- 
nounced. ee services are as fol- 


I ‘fective | 
ee ae ‘VE | Local telephone rental 


i ei charges 

Nov er abe PS gens Pee 
fee in be | Long Distance charges of 
Mrs. Mapel|_ 2#¢ oF less.............----. 
expect to Long Distance charges of 
make their 2OC OR SIMORG! :. .-2 5A... . 20° 
future home| ©Pecial contract services..15% 
in California}. Mmereased tax rates on Long 
where it is hoped that Mrs. | Distance charges became ef- 
Mapel’s health will be bene- | lective November 1. Increased 

- ¢ | 
fited by the change in climate.| 4X Yates on local rental 


: -|charges apply on bills dated 
Mr. Mapel started with our a I 


et <7 ge ] . 
aay 30 July, 1912, as an| The change to the new tax 
installer in Lineoln. He be- 


|rates placed a heavy additional 
came manager at Waverly and | joaq upon our revenue ac- 
TY: TSS aCe A ned ‘ . osu ie 

Utica — ee ne eee | counting section, as it is neces- 
eee Ta 

wae = aay) 2 : “oi | Sazy to post every one of the 
See ee eee games SILLY, ‘| approximately 50,000 customer 
esi ere es Returning, he’ accounts. Revision of various 
at Wie = post “a aeeti |departmental practices, and in- 
aa tca. fe Was advanced to) struction and training of em- 


managership of thej/plovees with regard to the| 
Seward exchange in August, © y g . 
1920. In February, 1934, Mr. Sapte) WHeTEM mae ces any tara 


| * 

“i Sl as very short space of time. As| 
= ae ——s a ig was the case when the taxes | 
a Ae ond mi eo oe were revised in 1941, special 
sted wai manager in Janu. S2tement inserts giving our 
saa ser m7 © 25U- | customers all essential infor- 
ary, 1939. His host of friends| mation were printed, and. 
in Company circles will be’ these are being distributed 
wishing him success and hap- 


. ;, during the various billing 
eSS I => . . 
— in the years that Ne | periods im. Nowenmiber: 


Toe suceeed 
Mr. Mapel at 


Mapel! Retires; 
Haberman To Seward 


L. B. Mapel 


| October “Accident 


Seward, the | o_o ° 

auomdtion:of Quiz Winners 

Chris Haber- $5.00 Cash Award—T. R. De- 
man from | Wolf, Construction Dept., 
the position | Lincoln. 

ef manager $3.00 Cash Award — Russell 
at Friend has | Rauch, Supply Dept., Lin- 
been an- coln. 


| $2.00 Cash Award—Thad New- 
‘| house, Manager, Humboldt. 


HONORABLE MENTION: 
experience 


and outstanding ability to the _ 2. B. Hedges, Construction 
important Seward post. He, D ept., Lincoln; T. S. Burr, 
joined the Company as a trou-| Wire Chief Dept., Hastings; L. 
bleman at Friend in October, W- Winscot, Construction 
1912. He was made wire chief Dept., Lincoln. 

in January, 1916, and manager) AS summarized from the 
in July of the same year. He/varlous papers received, the 
entered the service of the na- following is a solution to the 
tion in September, 1917, and October Accident Quiz ques- 
saw much action and was) tion: 

wounded in France. He r ©~| 1. Who or what was at fault? 
turned to his post as manager | The li € Fardit 
at Friend in February, 1919, ee nosition er det 
and has remained as our popu- | hurt. The driver was at fault 
lar and efficient representative | for attempting a delicate ma- 
in that town ever since. Mr. | neuver on slippery ground. 
Haberman’s smiling and cheer-| ae 2 pa oa 
ful personality and his un- | proper and unsafe methods. 
questioned ability in his 

ehosen field are certain to/| 2. 
make him exceedingly popu-| 
lar with our Seward area 
patrons, | 


nounced. Mr. 
Haberman 
brings vast 


Chris Haberman 


How could it have been 
avoided? 
This accident could have 


been avoided by proceeding 
as follows: 


1. Lineman raise the self- 


eee eee 88888... 


Lincoln, Nebraska, November, 1942 


IN THE 


») 
PUNOUEY WH PAY TRIGETY We Tae UIA 
OF VR ORLA TIE OF ANDHL EET 
Hh CALL To THE COCs 


(ex[ae | ees ee 


————y 


4 


4O> 19-42, 


S 


Hh rn ee ee ne ert 
a ee 


ERVICE OF THE NATION! 


RESIDENT Frank H. Woods and General Manager John H. Agee pay silent tribute to 


employees who have gone into our nation’s service—as represented on the Company 


service flag and “Honor Roll” plaque in the general office building lobby in Lincoln. 


We 


are particularly proud of our beautiful service flag, which was planned and prepared for 


hanging by Joe Hartley, commercial department artist. 


The white silk Company emblem 


at the bottom is a sample of superlative crochet work from the hands of Hattie Staley, 


general office elevator operator. 


The service flag is taken down once each month for the 


addition of new stars—which explains why the number of stars on the flag is not always 


in balance with the name panels on the plaque. 


The plaque, which looks so much like 


solid bronze that it excited no little comment during the recent scrap drive, actually con- 
tains no metal whatever aside from the tiny screws which hold the name panels in place. 
It was purchased from a Chicago firm which makes the plaques from a certain type of 


pressed wood fibre. 
service, and new name panels 


Names are placed in the order in which the individuals entered the 


are ordered and added as rapidly as possible after it has been 


definitely determined that employees have entered the service. The plaque is arranged for 
almost indefinite expansion by the mere addition of more of the large sections. The service 
flag and plaque honor employees—both male and female—from the entire territory, ex- 
actly as does the “With The Colors” department which appears each month in the “News.” 


Gifts For Our : 


Employees in Service | 
fee Company Christmas gift 

to employees in the armed | 
forces consists of a neat and 
attractive leather correspond- 
ence portfolio. Made on the 
lines of a miniature brief case, 
the portfolio contains writing | 
paper and pencil, as well as 
various cleverly arranged 
pockets for stamps, letters, 
photographs and personal pap- 
ers. The recipient’s name is 
stamped in gold upon the out- 
side. Accompanying each gift 
is a Christmas greeting signed 
by all officers and department 


"MHE wedding of Marie Ehler 

to George Stevens has been | 
announced. The event took) 
place April 19, 1942 at the 
First Presbyterian church in| 
Oberlin, Kansas. Only close 
friends and relatives attended. | 
They are making their home| 
in Hastings where Marie has 
been employed as local super-. 
visor in the Hastings office 
since January, 1914, 


locking catch of the trailer! heads. Five of the gift pack- | 
hitch which is on the truck. | ages go to employees who are 
It should stay in this position. | outside the continental boun- | 
2. Driver, directed by the|daries of the United States, 
rea hes ee into po-! and these were started on their 
$1ti0n while tralier tongue 1s} ‘ : ™ 
still resting on the ground, | a Tae es oa me a vem 
or on a jack if one is in use.| Per. The emp sale s = 
3, With truck standing stun) 2 en sta er ie ae 

lineman and driver lift trail-| af ttumpntey WL’. «isn, ae | 
er tongue and drop the eye| neth J. Boshart, Roy W. Ny- 
den, Bev N. Ott and Ted M.| 


SEE “ACCIDENT QUIZ” | | 
Page 2, Column 3 Ray. | 


Editor ‘Tells’ Them! Lincoln Directory 


A RECENT epidemic of van-| Welcomes Air Base 
dalism in Valparaiso —in| . 


which rifle bullets through 
some of our cables put a large 
number of telephones out of 
service —.drew unqualified 
condemnation from Editor 
Conger, of the Valparaiso Visi- 
tor. He pointed out the dan- 
gers to life and property in- 
herent in a situation where 
many famiiles were cut off 
from the local exchange until 
a cable splicer could arrive 
from Lincoln. Editor Conger 
likened the vandals to ‘dog 
poisoners” — which ought to 
leave them in no doubt about 
their status in the community. 


EE .SSSSS.S...eg...gQQgvw SQ 
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EES new Lincoln directory, 
delivery of which was made 
| during the week of November 
1, recognizes the coming of the 
air mechanics school to the 
city with a cover designed to 
symbolize this important 
event. The cover sketch, pre- 
SEE “LINCOLN DIRECTORY” 
Page 2, Column 3 


SPECIAL INSERT! 


For this issue only, we drop 
the usual Accident Quiz in- 
sert. In its place, we give 
you a special insert carrying 
an important message about 
1942 income taxes. Don’t over- 
look this information! 


ee —  —————— ee  ————— n—————————— 
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Number 11 


|PRIORITY PLAN 
FOR URGENT CALLS 


Necessary War Messages To 
Have Preferred Handling; 
Became Effective Nov. 1 
A PRIORITY system which 

gives complete right-of- 

| way to urgent war calls, and 
preferred handling to certain 
other classes of Long Distance 
messages, became effective 
throughout the nation on No- 
' vember 1. . 
Priority No. 1 is to be as- 
signed to calls requiring im- 
mediate completion for the 
safety of the nation. Under 
this general heading are the 
following specific occasions for 
its use (1) arrangements for 
moving armed forces during 
combat operations (2) ex- 
tremely urgent orders _ to 
armed forces (3) immediate 
dangers due to the presence of 
the enemy (4) various types of 
disasters affecting the war ef- 
fort or public security. The 
new order gives a Priority No. 
1 call the right to interrupt 
any existing conversation 
| when such interruption will 


|insure the immediate comple- 
tion of the call. 


The number of persons or 
‘agencies authorized to use 
'Priority No. 1 has been quite 
rigorously limited, and it is 
rather unlikely that any ap- 
preciable number of these calls 
| will originate in, or even pass 
through, our territory.  Prior- 
lity No. 2 and Priority No. 3 
calls take precedence over or- 
dinary business or social calls 
only in the matter of filing 
time. They are not privileged 
to interrupt existing conversa- 
tions. 

Priority No. 2 will be ex- 
tended 'to calls requiring 
speedy completion for those 
matters of national defense 
and security which are not of 
a nature, or an urgency, to be 
included under Priority No. 1. 
Priority No. 3 is extended to 
calls having to do with impor- 
tant governmental functions; 
machinery, tools and materials 
for war plants; movement of 
food supplies; and the mainte- 
nance of public services, pub- 
lic health and public safety. 

Telephone employees must 
understand that telephone 
companies do not allocate the 
various priorities to customers. 
Instead, priority calls are ac- 
cepted and transmitted with- 
out question. However, very 
complete records of all such 
calls will be kept. Telephone 
subscribers who obtain prior- 
ity calls to which they are not 
entitled, by reason of having 
given false information to the 
telepHione company, will face 
the complete removal of all 
their telephone facilities for 
the duration. Commercial de- 
partment employees will care- 
fully explain the _ various 
angles of the priority system 
to all customers who desire 
such information, but. they 
will definitely refrain from 
advising any customer with 
regard to his eligibility for 
any type of priority. In other 
words, the customer must de- 
cide whether or not he is en- 
titled to a priority call. He 
must select his priority upon 
the basis of the information 
contained in the priority order 
of the War Communications 

SEE “PRIORITY PLAN” 
Page 2, Column 3 


“Accident Quiz’ 


From Page 1, Column 2 


of the tongue over the hook 
of trailer hitch. 


4..- Release the catch of the! 


a ————_—_—_———— 


trailer hitch which will drop | 


into position and lock. | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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Twenty-Two Years 


“Happiness Ahead’ Al Pugsley Resigns 
S. F. Bush, Lincoln; Mary Beth- 


scheider, Hebron: Erma Dixon,|_, Uorayne Pierce, operator at | R: A. PUGSLEY, merit com- 
Geneva: Stella Fisher, Stroms.; Beaver Crossing, and Pvt. binationman in the Lincoln 
burg; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury; J. | Lyle Henke, were married at|service department, resigned 
T. May, Lincoln. Tucson, Arizona, on October! on October 31 to accept a po- 


0, 1942. The couple will reside | sition as broadcast technician 
in Arizona where Pvt. Henke | at radio station KFAB in Lin- 


Twenty-One Years 
Howard Lahr, Hastings; Martha 


J. H. Hartiry, Staff Photographer 
Publication Office, Room 200. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln, Nebr. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
“A Nebraska Company Serving Its People” 


“Pross-Jalh” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 
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ICK MORGAN, manager at Syracuse, wants me to issue a | 

- challenge in his name to all Company corn shuckers. Dick 
and his good wife have been husking the big yellow Otoe 
eounty ears during their spare hours this fall—and he thinks 
the team of Morgan and Morgan is pretty good. “We shucked 
720 bushels in seven days,” he says. Dick declares that their 
“team-work” is just about perfect. The reason for this, he 
points out, is that he drives the team and Mrs. Morgan shucks 
the corn! “Tell the folks to bring on any of their cornhusk- 
ing champions,” he exults. “Boy, they just can’t scare US! 


Starting next month, the “News” will carry a regular 
monthly grist of personal items about our construction de- 
partment folks, from the trusty typewriter of Lloyd Jenkins, 
the big bandage-and-splint man. This is a development I 
have long desired, and it makes me very happy to announce it. 


Mrs. Chattie Coleman Westinius, gifted and able editor 
of the Stromsburg Headlight, recently celebrated the golden | 
anniversary of her family’s connection with that fine news- 
paper. Publishing an interesting and voluminous special 
edition, she traced the history of the town and the newspaper 
through the entire period. Here’s an interesting comment 
in the column covering the year 1916: 


“The Polk County Telephone Co. sold their holdings to the Lin- 
eoln Telephone and Telegraph Company in October. Since that time 
they have looked after the interests of their subscribers and have 
given the community far better telephone service.” 


We've been doing our level best, Mrs. Westinius, and we 
de appreciate your words of commendation. And the solid 
friendship of your own good newspaper—plus the friend- 
ship of every other newspaper in our territory—has made our 
task ever so much easier. 


Here’s a good example of the very thing I mentioned 
above. It is an excerpt from Earl Marvin’s interesting column, 
“The Upper Room,” in the Beatrice Sun: | 


“And the ‘wrong number’ joke. I recently fired a question at a 
wrong-number joker: In a thousand calls, how many wrong num- 
bers do you get? He didn’t know. I told him I had checked up on 
getting wrong numbers and found that in 98.7 percent of the wrong | 
number cases I had given the wrong number. The operator, not 
being a mind reader, could only follow instructions. How many of 
your wrong numbers are due to your own error? Ask that question | 
the next time you hear the w-n story.” | 

} 


Here’s a letter received recently by one of our area 
managers. In its second paragraph it contains what is un- 
doubtedly the world’s longest sentence. Letters like this 
explain why area managers become pale and drawn as they 
approach middle age—why it takes all their resistance to 
keep from going “phut” and starting to cut out paper dolls. 
I have carefully deleted the writer’s name and address—but 
I swear to you that nothing else, including the punctuation 
or spelling, has been tampered with: 


“Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
Gentlemen: 


And what I write you about is that I have a tree in the 
line of the wire that come from the first pole of the road up 
to the house and this wire is an insulated twin wire and the 
length of this wire up to the house is over two hundred feet. 


In the early spring this wire was pulled out from the 
house and pulled out the baseboard, and the wire was low- 
ered from the high center of the house to the lower place, | 
which also made the wire come just in line of this growing 
tree and the tree have growed over four feet since so this 
will wear out the insualation of the wire and will later short 
the line, so the top of the tree is about two feet of the height 
of the wire now and when snow and sleet will cover the wire 
it will soon wear out the insualation, and it will intrupt the 
use of the telephone line and the wire can be moved back 
from the place it is now up to the center of the hight which 
will get the wire out of the line of trees, and one of your men 
was up her a short time ago, and he know that the wire will 
be ruined in some short time. 


In first place this wire should not have been lowered, 
but fastened from where it was pulled out from. 


Yours very truly,” 


After having held your breath through that second para- 
graph, the final sentence hits you with all the force of a mule’s 
kick. The area manager who received this epistle had to be 
forcibly restrained from going right out and hanging himself 
from the tree that “have growed over four feet!” 


—N. O. 


| 
} 
| 


immense amount of work went 


What steps should be taken 
to.prevent a repetition? 


A repetition can be avoided | 
by following the Bpesedune, 
as outlined above. 

Always keep all parts of the 
body clear of any possible 
unforeseen accident. 

Always remember that the | 
urgency of the job and the 
time required to insure safety 
are small compared to per- 
sonal injury. 

Be sure that all concerned | 
are thoroughly instructed in 
proper and safe methods of 
performing unusual opera- 
tions. 


“Lincoln Directory” 
From Page 1, Column 5 
pared by Joe Hartley, commer- 
cial department artist, por- | 
trays a Nebraska farmer wav- 
ing a welcome to the pilots of 
three great four-motored 
bombers overhead, while in 
the dim distance can be seen 
the sky-line of Nebraska’s 

capital city. 

The new directory, contain- 
ing approximately the same 
number of listings as were in 
the last book, is doubly wel- 
come at this time because of 
the unusual population shift 
which has taken place in Lin- 
coln during the past eight! 
months. There has been a 
steady stream of newcomers 
to the city, and there have also 
been many removals as men 
have gone into the armed serv- 
ices and workers with special 
skills have gone to jobs in the 
greater centers of war activ- 
ity. In addition, there has been 
much shifting of the popula- 
tion within the city. The new 
directory, therefore, comes out 
at a most opportune time—just 
after the peak of the fall mov- 
ing season has passed. And 
just in time, by the way, to as- 
sist in an activity for which 
telephone directories have 
long been justly popular—the 
addressing of Christmas cards 
to friends within the city! An 


into the compilation of this 
particular directory—brought 
about, of course, by the great 
increase in listing changes 
mentioned above. 


“Priority Plan” 

From Page 1, Column 6 
Board—copies of which are in 
the hands of all commercial 
employees—and he will be re- 
sponsible for the result. This 
is a fundamental point and 
should be thoroughly under- 
stood by all employees whose 
duties are likely to bring them 
into contact with priority 
requests. 


November Service 


Anniversaries 


Thirty-Seven Years 
Milo Caslasky, Lincoln; Anna 
Seymour, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
J. S. Jackson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
L. B. Mapel, Seward. 


Thirty Years 
Herbert Huddleston, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Fred Adkins, Osceola. 
Twenty-Six Years 
R. C. Boling, Lincoln; H. F. 
Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
R. E. Burkett, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 


Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City; 
W. H. Webster, Lincoln. 
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erz, Seward. 
Twenty Years 
Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Eita Griffin, Geneva. 
Eighteen Years 
W. A. Rosenthal, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 


J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln; Edna 
Wayman, DeWitt; H. E. Walker, 
Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
May May, Ashland. 
Fifteen Years 


Catherine Kahm, Sutton; Laur- 
etta Rowley, Lincoln. 


Fourteen Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
Viola Little, Brock; Lois Lind- 
strom, Gresham. 
Twelve Years 
Helen Ledgway, Plattsmouth; 
Lavina McElroy, Wilber. 
Ten Years 
Mariam Carter, Louisville; R. 
E. Hibbert, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 
J. E. Schultz, Plattsmouth; Al- 
fred Fritz, Lincoln. 
Six Years 


Elsie Sole, Geneva; June Milow, 
Wahoo. 


Five Years 


Kathryn Brooke, Lincoln; Ethel 
Daharsh, Wahoo; Alethea Lewis, 
Osceola; Ruth Phelan, Lincoln. 


Right Back To 
The Speeds of 1919! 


HE “News” recently came 

into possession of General 
Plant Bulletin No. 110, issued 
July 24, 1919. After perusing 
it, we are inclined to believe 
that the “wheel of time” is 
whirling us back to those 
“good old days” in the matter 
of automobile speeds. The 
bulletin, written by Mark 
Caster — then plant superin- 
tendent—informed plant em- 
ployees in no uncertain terms 
that speeds above 25 miles per 
hour would not be tolerated. 
The reason, of course, was a 
steady increase in car acci- 
dents—and Mr. Caster was, as 
we all know, very allergic to 
accidents of any kind! He at- 
tributed the growth in car ac- 
cidents to “‘the high speeds of 


over 25 miles per hour”’—and: 


he insisted that Company cars 
be driven no faster than 20 
miles per hour, “except on per- 
fectly smooth sections of 
road.” And 25 miles per hour 
was the absolute limit for even 
these spots. One paragraph 
is of particular interest: “Our 
employees got along very well 
for years with horse drawn 
livery, which seldom reached 
the speed of eight miles an 
hour, and there is no necessity 
from the Company’s stand- 
point for any employee ever 
driving any car faster than 20 
miles an hour.” The passing 
years seemed to make Mr. 
Caster’s instructions look a 
bit obsolete—but here we are 
with a war and a speed limit 
of 35 miles per hour looking us 
right in the eye! Who knows 
—it could be possible for Bul- 
letin No. 110 to be hauled: out 
and posted again any day now! 


“Journey's End” 


MARIE A. HOFMANN, sister 
of Mrs. Georgia Tartsch, 
cashier, Plattsmouth, passed 
away ‘October 18 at Los 
Angeles, California. Services 
were held at the Wee Kirk 
of the Heather Church. 
Burial was at Los Angeles. 
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is stationed. 
e @® 
The wedding of Twila Hein- 
richs, Hastings traffic, to Al- 
bert David Colwell on Thurs-| 
day, September 24, has been 
announced. 
e @e 
Richard Lahr, formerly of 
the Lincoln Business Office, 
and Barbara Anne Dale of 
Ord, Nebraska, were married: 
November 7, 1942. The wed- 
ding took place at Oakland, 
California, where Dick is now 
a cadet in the Army Air Corps. 


Vern O. Amick, 

Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
R. D. Andrews, 

General Traffic Department. 
H. D. Ash, 

Construction Department. 
Ernest M. Barney, 

Supply Department. 

James L. Baxter, Jr., 
Construction Department. 
Allan G. Behm, 

Supply Department. 

Paul H. Black, 

Supply Department. 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 


Eugene W. Burchess, 
Construction Department. 
George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 
William H. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


Ray Chambers, 
Construction Department. 


Charles E. Connors, 
Construction Department. 


James D. Crabill, 

Lincoln Business Office. 

D. W. Cunningham, 

Supply Department. 

E. I. DeVries, 

Construction Department. 
John B. Eidemiller, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
Raymond E. Freeman, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Giles H. Gere, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Cornelius Groendyke, 
Lincoln Service Department. 
G. S. Hart, 

Accounting Department. 


Richard D. Hartley, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Gay T. Henderson, 

Supply Department. 


Gerald R. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 


1) “WITH THE COLORS” 


coln. His many friends, while 
deeply regretting his depar- 
ture from our ranks, are ex- 
ceedingly happy over this fine 
recognition of his splendid 
ability. 


Al began his telephone career 
as a shopman in Lincoln in 1925. 
During his subsequent years of 
service he has, at all times, given 
evidence of exceptional industry 
and ability. Al has studied hard 
to make himself ready for the 
chance that has come to him, and 
the ‘News’ feels certain that he 
will go far in his newly chosen 
field of work... 


Jack Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 
Wilfred R. Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 
Ned Johnson, 

Construction Department. 
Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 
Ervin H. :Klundt, 

Hastings Plant Department. 
Roy W. Knorr, 

Plattsmouth Plant Department. 
Dick Lahr, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Waldo J. McDowell, . 
Lincoln ‘Business Office. 
Wilma McIntire, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Roger L. Moore, 

Lincoln Service Department. 


Lloyd A. Murphy, 
Construction Department. 


Delbert C. Mutchie, 
Construction Department. 


B. I. Noble, 
Area Manager, York. 


Joseph C. Nosky, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Roy W. Nyden, 
Construction Department. 
Bev N. Ott, 

Supply Department. 

Leland L. Rauch, 
Construction Department. 
Ted M. Ray, 

District Clerk, Beatrice. 
Dan Smith, 

District Clerk, Beatrice. 
Don D. Smith, 
Construction Department. 
A. E. Stansbury, 

Beatrice Plant Department. 
Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Ruth E. Trutna, 

Wahoo Traffic Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 
Supply Department. 


Clyde S. Whittington, 
Supply Department. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS— 


ii INTERESTS me to note how difficult it is to get a 
complete understanding of regulations which our Com- 
mercial folks have explained so fully either in direct 
personal interviews or through news- 

paper advertising. I refer to the mat- 

ter of telephone installations. 


Within the past two days, three 
business men in Lincoln have asked me 
if there wasn’t some way they could 
get a telephone. All of these men are 
successful business men—alert in their 
own business, yet of the impression 
that telephones can no longer be ob- 
tained. Probably that is the inevitable 


reaction from everyone’s knowledge 
that the shortage of all metals is a vital one and that 
even essential telephone service is restricted. 


Remember that our Government recognizes that suc- 
cessful prosecution of the war requires the service, pro- 


tection, and convenience of 


the telephone. 


The War Production Board has laid down the rules 
under which telephones may be installed and maintained 
—the restrictions must be observed but, subject to those 
restrictions, practically everyone can have telephone 


service. 


I hope all our employees will help correct false im- 


pressions regarding telephone service. 


In order to pay 


heavy taxes, high wages, and buy war stamps and bonds, 


we heed all the revenue possible. 


bring Victory. 


Your help will help 
—J. H. AGEE. 


November, 1942 


took his well-earned vacation from 
October 5 to October 19. He spent his 
home taking care of several of 


MecKINZI8, district manager, 
0 


me at 


weasel 


those “necessary” little jobs. (We are 
glad to report that he did not “sock” 
his head with any mail boxes this 
time!) Upon his return he reported 

he came back to work to get 


that 
“rested up.”’ . .. Roy Carlson took two 
favs off to do some hunting, and Art 
Keckler also spent Friday, October 16, 
ting near Taylor, Nebraska. Art 
reports that he not only brought home 
his “limit,” but he had plenty of pheas- 
ant to eat the three days he was at 
Taylor. 
Ashland 
John Potter, manager, has returned 
to work after spending several weeks 
in the U. S. Veterans hospital at Hines, 
Ithnois. 
have John well again. Evelyn 
Sprague, operator at Nebraska City, 
and Betty Janssen, Lincoln operator, 
were visitors Tuesday afternoon, Octo- 
ber 20. . Mrs. Armstrong, 
visited her sister in Fontanelle, Ne- 
braska, on the week-end of October 10. 
. Phyllis Welch spent an enjoyable 
Friday in Lincoln on October 24... . 
Mrs. Irene Combs, Mrs. May, and Mrs. 
Armstrong entertained Wilma McIntire 
at dinner on October 19, at the Calumet 
cafe. We were sorry to have 
Margaret Micloski on the sick list for 
a few weeks due to throat infection. 
We certainly hope you get well soon, 
Margaret. 


a 


Beaver Crossing 
We have with us a new employee 
this month. Margaret Ebers has joined 
our force, and we are mighty happy to 
have her in our midst. Everyone hopes 
you will like your work, Margaret. 
David City 
In 
ioke. The only person who was really 
enthusiastic was Andy Holt, but he 
almost overdid himself buying Victory 
erepe paper and the like. Finally our 
scrap barrel was placed in the outer 
office looking truly American with its 
stars and stripes. Even the scrap drive 
was dull at first, with Andy donating 
a small piece of iron each 


sults. The girls brought in so much 
serap iron that the men were kept 
busy every noon hauling the morn-| 
ing’s scrap from the office. Final sta- 
tisties for the two weeks’ drive were 
4700 pounds. Congrats to both the) 
Blues and the Reds! We're sure you 
sirls got a kick out of the contest, 
and it’s certain the Japs will get a 
harder kick from your scraps... . 


Local business places were closed all 
day Friday for a town-wide scrap drive. 
Business men drove trucks through the 
country and to neighboring towns in 
the county. The women canvassed the 
town, going to every home and busi- 
nessplace. The drive was very success- 
ful and really loads of fun. The hotel 
was the only business place open, 
and here free coffee and doughnuts 


were served to very cold and hungry | 


“serappers.” ... Speaking of the hotel 
reminds us of the incident at the pay 
station there. To begin with, they have 
a metal bell box and it seems a fellow 
who was slightly blurry-eyed placed a 
call from that phone one evening. When 
the operator asked him to deposit his 
coins, he missed the coin slots and 
placed his coins in the slots of the bell 
box. ... Back to the David City ex- 
change is Harvey Armagost. Glad to 
have you with us again, Harvey!... 
And if a couple of operators don’t stop 
walking by the office eating ice cream 
cones during their relief, Shirley John- 
son, cashier, is going to die of bitter 
shock, and not old age! 


Garland 


Mrs. Laura Myers has been employed 
as our new chief operator-cashier, and 
it is pleasure to have her at Gar- 
land. . .. Mrs. Jones, former chief op- 
erator-cashier, has been transferred to 
the Dorehester exchange. 
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Louisville 


Mary Bornemeier was on the ‘“vaca- 
tion roll” this month. She spent sev- 
eral restful days at her home in Mur- 
dock. Miriam Carter was Mary's guest 
at Murdock on October 27. 


Milford 


We wish to welcome a new “hello 
girl” this month. She is Carol Bort. 
We enjoy having you with us, Carol. 


Nebraska City 


This month finds us minus three 
more operators, Betty Janssen has been 
transferred to the Lincoln office, Rita 
Simunaci is now making her home in 
Omaha (Nebraska City was too small 
after that trip to Chicago), and Wood- 


rona Puckett recently married Ben | 


Finke. Kathryn Owens, Maxine 
MeIntire and Nadine Borland enter- 
tained with a farewell party for Rita 
the evening of October 9. Bunco pro- 
vided the entertainment and refresh- 
ments were served. ...We welcome 
three new operators, Mrs. Jones, better 
known to us as Sally Helfer, Janette 
Crooker, transferred to our office from 
Lincoln, and Mary Bartyzelle.... Mrs. 
Jones, whose husband is now serving 
in the U. S. Navy, spent the week-end 
of October 24 in Chicago with him. 


Everyene is mighty happy to | 


cashier, | 


the office it started almost as a | 


morning. | 
But when Andy divided the girls into | 
teams, the contest really brought re- | 


{ 


light reading! 


Meintire, 


Platismouth 


A certain “birdie’’ informed us that 
Eunice Copenhaver is now wearing a 
large diamond ring. Watch your step 
Eunice. Congratulations! Mary 
Alyce Ault spent her well earned vaca- 
tion at her home in Greenwood, Ne- 
braska. .. . Mr. Eckles took his vaca- 
tion from October 19 to November 1. 
Latest reports reveal that he spent the 
first week of his “leisure moments” 
hunting and bumming around Platts- 
mouth, the remainder of the time was 
‘spent catching up on a few of the 
“free meals’? furnished by friends and 
relatives. 


Seward 


Laura Douty, cashier, attended a 
convention at Aurora on October 14. 
She also visited the Aurora telephone 
office. . . . “Something new has been 
added.”” Virginia Preston has joined 
our traffic department this month.... 
Mr. Newhouse, manager at Humbolt, 
visited the Seward office on October 
9, 
| Minnesota-Nebraska football game at 
| Lincoln, resulting in the loss of her 
| Voice for a couple of days. ... During 
the past few weeks Lydia Kriegshauser, 
| chief operator, Martha Merz, and Beata 
| Merz have devoted their spare time to 


| making bandages for the local Red 


| 


| Cross. 


| Syracuse 


Laverta Kastens spent Tuesday, Oc- 
‘tober 20, 
26, Joyce Tucker and Pauline Martz 


the Lincoln traffic department, and en- 
joyed their trip through the operating 
room. . Mr. Morgan enjoyed (?) 
/himself in the corn fields Saturday, 
October 24, by picking those “golden 
ears.” . Mrs. Margerite Lockhart 
spent the week-end of October 24, vis- 
iting in Omaha. ... On October 2, the 
office force gave a dinner party in 
honor of Irene Halvorsen, who has 
been transferred to the Lincoln traffic 
department. Miss Halvorsen was the 
recipient of a lovely gift. 


Utica 


Vera Watson, operator, took a little 
trip October 8. Her destination was 
Hastings, where she visited friends. 
On October 27, Vera spent the day in 
Grand Island. 


Wahoo 


| The Wahoo traffic department wel- 
/comes the following girls: Emily Han- 
us, Zella Preston, Maxine Heidbreder, 
'and Mrs. Marie Colerick. Mrs. Coler- 
ick has been transferred from the 
Plattsmouth traffic department, and 
Zella Preston from the Seward ex- 
| change. ... Ruth Trutna, former op- 
|erator who recently joined the 
| W.A.A.C., is reporting for duty at Fort 
|Des Moines on November 9. ... Mae 
|Meduna spent her vacation at home 
(and visiting friends in Lincoln. ... 
Doris Blodgett resigned October 24. 
| She has gone to California to make her 
/home. We’re sorry to lose you, Doris. 


Se Se 


. Velma Abker spent the week-end | 


of October 24 at her home in Otoe.... | 
Evelyn Sprague spent her vacation in | 


Lincoln and Wymore.... Recent vis- 
itors to Omaha were Nadine Borland, 
Kathryn Owens, and Maxine McIntire. 

. . Ime Hurlburt spent an enjoyable 
vacation at home. 
and sneezes. 


sniffles Those reporting 


. .. The fall breezes | 
brought with it the usual amount of | 


Weeping Water 


We all extend our heartiest welcome 
to Mr. O. B. Dill and family, who was 
recently transferred from David City 
to Weeping Water. ... Mrs. Iva Clary 
had Mrs. Irene Combs, acting chief 
operator at Ashland, as her visitor 
Saturday and Sunday, October 24 and 
| 25. Eleanor Lane spent part of 


5. Meet Rolla Willems, of Hebron traffic. 


| ka. 


Dorothy Lange attended the | 


in Lincoln, and on October | 


were Lincoln visitors. While Joyce and | 
Pauline were in Lincoln they visited | 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


1. Dorothy Johnson, of the printing service unit of the accounting department, Lincoln. 
is S. J. “Jarve” Dennis, veteran of the Lincoln toll testboard. His memories of Cornhusker football go back to the days of the famous 
Johnny Bender, in the early 1900’s. 3. Always a pleasant and affable gentleman is Chief Switchman C. E. Cummings, of Lincoln. Ed’s 
very youthful appearance belies his fine background of long years of experience in the telephone industry. For some unknown reason, 
he’s a bit camera-shy and we consider ourselves lucky to get this fine shot of him. 4. Here’s another employee who is hard to get in 
front of a camera—J. L. Lyne, outside plant engineer, Lincoln. That stack of prints in front of him indicates that he does not go in for 
6. And here’s another Hebron operator—Anita Marquart. 
come up with at least one soldier picture each month. Here we have E.I. DeVries, of the construction department, snapped at his Texas 
training camp. 8. Esther Elmshaeuser, toll supervisor, Lincoln, was surprised by the candid camerman. 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


assistant chief operators—Louise Porter. 


City. . . . Harvey Armagost has been 
| transferred back to the David City 
exchange. 


Yutan 


Leta Holscher, contract chief opera- 
tor-cashier, spent October 18 to Octo- 
ber 21 at her home near Burr, Nebras- 
We hope you had a happy birth- 
' day October 27, Leta. Leta reports that 
/she is going to enter a class and learn 
how to fold bandages to help do her 
part for Uncle Sam. 
| 


| Lincoln Departments 


| Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Clara Jones, Associate Editor 


| Here we are back again with the 
| doings and the happenings of the good 
old accounting department. We are 
/not receiving quite so much coopera- 
tion this month from our fellow work- 
ers but we will try to keep you in time 
with what is going on. Our famous 
/ecripple, Carl Ahl, is back at his desk, 
looking better than he has looked for 


ages, and reporting that he feels fine. 
Just keep up the good work, Carl, it’s 
nice to have you back at your job.... 
Mrs. Francis Murphy, formerly Aleta 
Schmidt, told us goodbye this month 
and left to join her husband who is 
training to be a pilot at Kelly Field, 
in San Antonio, Texas. We hope you 
' will like it there, Aleta, and that you 
can remain near your husband, much 
as we miss you here. . A hearty 
welcome to our new cash control 
clerk, Lois Ninneman, who has joined 
our ranks to fill the vacancy caused 
by Aleta leaving. . Vacations still 
seem to be popular around the ac- 
counting department. We envy Richard 
Spohn who spent some of his vacation 
moving into a new home on south 33rd 
street. It sounds like that wouldn’t be 
a bad way to spend a vacation and may 
| we wish you much happiness in your 
| new home. ... Roy Galley started to 
take some vacation but sort of gave 
up the idea and came back to work 
when the federal tax charge was in- 
creased. Anne Keegan spent a 
Pelgans seeing the sights in and around 
Tecumseh. She reports a good time. 
. . . We have heard that it takes all 
kinds of people to make a world. When 
| it comes to being ambitious, our friend, 
‘Irene Seifert wins the prize. Irene, 
| who is always at her desk at the stroke 
| of eight, really overdid it just a little 
the other morning. She got up, had 
breakfast, packed her lunch and then 
casually looked at the clock. To her 
utter amazement, the time was two 
o’clock and the clock was running and 
correct. We couldn’t find out just 
what happened from then on but we 
are pretty sure Irene was a little un- 
happy. . Harold Hoeppner of the 
printing service unit has resigned to 
accept work at the ordnance plant in 
Wahoo, we wish you a lot of luck 
and hope you like your new work. 


Lincoln Commerical Department 
Bill Ouinn, Associate Editor 


Once again directory delivery time 
| furnished plenty of sleepless nights 
/and a wee bit of hair-pulling for Paul 
| Bassett. This year the going was a 
|little rougher than «usual with the 
| searcity of help being what it is. Paul 
was hiring firemen, sailors, and what 
not to deliver directories on their off 
hours. While interviewing one man for 
,a job of driving, Paul asked to see his 
| driver’s license. The prospective driver 


| Lincoln. 


/came up with three driver’s licenses 
' (none of them from Nebraska), but one 
from Australia, one from the Philli- 
pines and the other from Timbuktu. 
A .globe-trotter like that should cer- 
| tainly be able to find his way around 
. Ade Newens was called 
for a six weeks’ training period at the 
Signal Corps School in Fort Monmouth, 
New Jersey. Spahnle and Morris should 
know the ropes enough by now to 
kind of break Ade in easy. ‘Ot’? Gor- 
man offered a little ditty in connection 
with Newen’s departure. We quote: 
“‘Newens was with us for several years 
and then we got rid of him when he 
went to the plant department for 
training. We got him back again 
after he had been trained to a suf- 
ficient degree and now the government 
has got him. The plant department 
giveth and Uncle Sam taketh away. 
Blessed be the name of Uncle Sam.” 
End of quote. Where hast thou been 
spending thy leisure moments, Brother 
Gorman? ... Wilma McIntire has de- 
cided to jump into the war effort with 
both feet. Wilma has received her 
orders to report for active duty at 
Camp Des Moines, Des Moines, Iowa 
with the Women’s Army Auxiliary 
Corps. She goes in with the rating of 
Specialist. We are sorry to see you 


is fine and all power to you. 


to October 11. She reports she spent 
a very restful week, remaining in town 
with her mother, who paid her a short 
visit. . . . Newcomers to the office this 
month are Mrs. Borin, transferred from 
the service department, Lila Bowen, 
Ruth Clark, Viola Graham, Shirley 
Linebaugh, Evelyn Pruss, and Mrs. 
Marie Stockton. Glad to have you 
with us. . . . Lee Schlentz vacationed 
the first two weeks in October spend- 
ing some time with his folks in David 
City and the remaining few days in 
Lincoln just ’gettin around’ in that big 
black car of his. Giving feminine eyes 
a treat, one assumes! ... “General” 
Claude Helm would like to make one 
last request before he goes into winter 
hibernation. Will the Company please 
furnish him with a secretary and a 
typewriter with nice large letters that 
he can call all his own? (He really 
means the typewriter, but he’ll settle 
for the secretary!) It seems that Claude 
has been using the directory type- 
writer and this idea of jockeying the 
machine back and forth from the main 
office to the Air Base is beginning to 
shape up into a major bone crusher 
between “General’’ Helm and Paul 
Bassett—with chronological A. B. Wa- 
ters as acting referee. This typewriter 
request just goes to prove that these 
Missourians not only don’t wear shoes 
but they can’t write. ... Aldean Wood 
spent three weeks vacationing in San 
Diego, Los Angeles and a short stop 
in Las Vegas on the homeward trip. 
She was accompanied by her sister and 
Aldean reports they had a very fine 
time. ... Dorothy Wallick has left the 
employ of the L. T. & T. to accept 
'a position with the War Production 
| Board in Lincoln. Sorry to see you 
leave, Dot, but we all wish you lots 
of luck. Mary Ann Hedstrom has 
taken over Dorothy’s job as secretary 
to K. B. Cary. 


General Offices 
| Christine Witt, Associate Editor 
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Mr. Sturtevant, plant statistician, en- 
joyed a very pleasant vacation spent 


leave, Wilma, but we think the spirit 


off duty were Jean Jackson and Maxine her vacation visiting friends at Kansas | searched in all his pockets and finally 


KK 


2. A genuine dyed-in-the-wool football fanatic 


7. We do manage to 


9. One of Lincoln’s three 


in Louisville, Kentucky from October 
12 to 26. He was one of five lay dele- 
gates from Nebraska synod attending 
the thirteenth biennial convention of 
United Lutheran church in America. 
In spite of the lovely time, he did not 
have the privilege of tasting the popu- 
lar (?) Southern fried chicken! ... 
Mr. Barney, assistant to the plant su- 
perintendent, spent one day of his va- 
cation by joining a party of men pheas- 
ant hunting in Knox County, near 
Bloomfield. The remainder of his vaca- 
tion was spent relaxing at home... . 
Mary Margaret Pohlenz had four very 
happy days the latter part of October. 
Her husband, Dean Pohlenz, from 
Camp Carson, surprised her by coming 
home for a few days... . Your corres- 
pondent spent a few days sightseeing 
and visiting friends in Michigan. The 
country was very scenic with the for- 
ests in their fall colors. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Helen McMeen, Associate Editor 


Snatches of conversation in the op- 
erator’s lounge reveal to the watchful 
reporter that vacationers are still strag- 
gling in with tales of how the other 
half lives. Evelyn Leypoldt brushed up 
on her North Platte geography so thor- 
oughly that she came home early and 
rested several days before returning to 
her chores in the operating room. Ella 


é ... Verna} Hansen spent her vacation in Wymore. 
Alexander vacationed from October 3 Marie 


Portsche and Lillian Baker 
stayed home and saved tires, gasoline 
and energy—a commendable gesture. 

Really patriotic in this time of 
heavy traffic were Mary Boyd, Virginia 
Bowman and Elsie Anderson, who 
worked during their vacation schedule. 
Virginia did take time off to visit her 
home in Beatrice. ... Mrs. Helen Ra- 
gain, a former employee, Patricia 
Baird, transferred from Tecumseh, 
Helen Cass from Aurora, Irene Halvor- 
sen, transferred from Syracuse, Doris 
Sutton transferred from Ashland, and 
Betty Janssen, transferred from Ne- 
braska City are the new voices on the 
toll staff. . .. Dolores Coons, Lucile 
Grimes and Myrtha Hessheimer are 
giving you service from information 
boards. . . . The personalities missing 
from the traffic force are Pauline Wey- 
gint, who became Mrs. Conrad Erick- 
son, Jr., and left for Salt Lake City 
with Lt. Erickson; Marilyn Naden, who 
is now employed at Martin Bomber 
plant in Omaha; Maxine Wedgwood, 
now at Bankers Life Company in Lin- 
coln; Betty Weart, now at the Lincoln 
Air Base; Mrs. Edna Yaeger, who left 
the city; and Jeannette Crooker, trans- 
ferred to Nebraska City. . .. Minnie 
Paul and Louise Porter spent weeks 
planning a spree in Denver for no 
other reason than to “get away from 
it all.’’ At this writing the plans haven’t 
matured, but look for a front page 
story in next month’s issue—’cause 
things are bound to happen! + ERs 
S. Brewster is vacationing in California 
and there is a standing joke among the 
operators that he will wire back as 
many others have done from that land 
of sunshine and opportunity: ‘Dear 
Miss Smith: Don’t hold my position 
open. I’ve found a good job in Cali- 
fornia.” ... Bowling has its grip on 
Bernice Smith, Mrs. Bernice Tyson, 
Mrs. Erma Dillworth, Jean Framstead 
and Pat Crotzer. Now if they could 
just get a grip on bowling they 
wouldn’t have to report those scores of 
50. Oh well, maybe they will meet a 
team who will play ‘‘give-away” with 
them. . At 3 A. M. one morning 


| 


——.——— 


last month Kathryn Brooks got up, ate 
breakfast and almost left home to come 
to work before she realized her clock 
wasn’t giving her the service to which 
she is accustomed! That’s the sort of 
thing that makes ideal scrap. : 
Louise Porter is instructing Mrs. Paul- 
ine Rowe, Doris Rankin, Lorene Sieck, 
Patricia Cody, Frances Clinton and 
Barbara Gibbs to be toll operators. 
Being a clever bunch of girls they are 
enlivening the class thus: one of the 
group dropped an unusually heavy ob- 
ject into a metal wastebasket and 
Miss Gibbs blandly remarked: ‘What’s 
that, your teeth?’’ Well, it seemed like 
it was funny when it happened—but it 
is sort of “stinko” when it gets into 
print, isn’t it? 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still coming and going 
in our department. J. Pugsley took 
his vacation from October 5 to 18. He 
reports he spent a few days in Iowa, 
and the rest of the time at home.... 
L. C. Hutchison vacationed from Octo- 
ber 5 to 18 visiting with relatives in 
Kansas. . . . Milo Caslasky vacationed 
from October 19 to 25. He did not 
have a very enjoyable vacation as he 
was sick most of the time. ...C. D. 
Travis vacationed from October 19 to 
25, staying in Lincoln where he at- 
vended an Odd Fellows convention. ... 
Joe Miller spent a few days of his 
vacation pheasant hunting and the rest 
of the time working around his home. 
... Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Arnold vaca- 
tioned at Fairbury and Hebron visit- 
ing with relatives. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
H. G. White recently visited with rela- 
tives in Scandia, Kansas. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. F. W. Norton and family spent 
a few days of their vacation visiting 
with relatives near Hampton, Nebras- 
ka. The remainder of the time was 
spent at home. Vern Hutchison 
spent a few days of his vacation vis- 
iting his father in Plattsmouth. ‘ 
We are sorry to report that Ted Nyden 
is in Lincoln General hospital where 
he is under observation. We hope he 
will be out and around again just as 
soon as possible. ... Harry Walker and 
Art Albers are back in this department 
after working all summer in Wahoo. 
We are glad to have you back with us, 
Harry and Art. . . Ed Dulin, Roy 
Cleveland and Roy Carlson spent a 
few days pheasant hunting near Elgin, 
Nebraska. As yet we haven't heard 
what kind of luck they had.... An- 
other employee who is on the sick list 
is C. C. Perryman. We hope to see 
you back on the job before long, 


‘Doug.” . More newcomers added 
to our forces are: F. H. Smith, J. L. 
Kuchera, C. L. Fricke, R. Wohlberg 


and R. E. Buskirk, all in Mr. Cum- 
ing’s department; Howard Chamber- 
lain in Mr. Pugsley’s department; and 
James Stark in Mr. Neff’s department. 
Norma Roeder will fill the vacancy left 
by Miss Hisey who resigned recently, 
and Mrs. Virgina Hall will replace Mrs. 
Borin on the service board. The latter 
was recently transferred to the com- 
mercial department. . Earl Lamp- 
shire recently resigned his work in the 
switchroom to give more time to his 
studies at the University. . Je C; 
Nosky resigned September 12 to join 
the Marine Corps, and is now stationed 
at San Diego, California, Platoon num- 
ber 961 R.D. Marine Corps Base... . 
George Keith, Bedric Wanek and Al 
Pugsley recently completed the _ in- 
stallation of the P.A.X. switchboard at 
the Elastic Stop Nut Corporation. 


Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 


Unless “Old Man Inspiration’’ comes 
to our rescue, we won’t have much in 
the way of news items this month, hav- 
ing been busy trying to keep our end 
up, what with the lowering of the 
draft age limits causing so many of the 
younger men to leave. The general 
shop lost three men within one week. 
,They were Allan Behm, Ernest M. Bar- 
ney, and Robert D. Tucker. Al and 
Ernie resigned on October 21 to enter 
the Air Force as airplane mechanics. 
Bob left on October 26 to become a 
guard at the Hastings Naval Ammuni- 
tion Depot or the Grand Island Ord- 
nance Plant for a short time before 
going into the Army. ... We have a 
newcomer in the person of Kenneth 
Lawrence who started as apprentice 
in the general shop on October 26... . 
In spite of war: restrictions putting a 
crimp in our normal activities, pheas- 
ant hunting was a topic of general in- 
terest during the latter part of Octo- 
ber. Kent Eno, William Rosenthal, 
Wesley Haas, and Ray Sherman shot 
pheasants on a farm owned by a mu- 
tual friend living near Hartington, 
October 24 and 25. Wes and Ray turned 
out to be regular night hawks. Wes 
stayed up until four o’clock in the 
morning talking on subjects of mutual 
interest with the farmer friend. Ray, in 
turn, did the same thing the next 
night, keeping awake until three 
o’clock. Kent and Bill, being conserva- 
tive in their habits, kept their heads 
and turned in early each night. In 
spite of having had insufficient rest, 
Wes and the farmer friend did all right, 
tramping the fields all day long and 
shooting their limit. Ray, however, was 
absolutely groggy and stumbled about, 
missing every shot, even when pheas- 
ants started up from close underfoot. 
Old “Five-Shot”’ certainly lived up to 
his reputation on these two memorable 
days. Another group that went 
pheasant hunting was composed of 
John Litzenburg, Harve Colvin, Her- 
man Studior, and R. E. ‘Dagwood” 
Hibbert, the latter three from the con- 
struction department, They shot their 
limit west of St. Edward over the 
week-end of October 24. John says 
there were no hens in the bag, of 
course. Now, we wonder? ... Russell 
Rauch was busy husking corn on his 
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father-in-law’s farm every week-end 
during October. . Another supplier 
taking the air raid warden’s course 


every Wednesday evening at the Lin- 
High School is Lowell Johnson. 
The annual inventory is begin- 


coin 
Pine 


are Henry Ames, who was called back 
from retirement, Ramona Frances, and 
Ruth Marrow, the latter 
to the supply office. 
Betty Klienschmidt, 


are 
Cio 


Tatman, 


supply office are also assisting ‘‘Stace.”’ 


. Coming at the same time as the 
inventory compilation, the supply | 
office has another headache in the| 


form of 
into effect. 
being studied, all 
Company cars will 
share of gasoline. . 
report that Mrs. Harold Cunningham 


to assure that the 
get their 


is recovering from a very serious ill- | 
. Sergeant Jack Huddleston of | 


peace 
RYeSS. < c 


the 8538rd Signal Corps, Tampa, Flori- 


da was a welcome visitor to the ware- | 
An assignment | 


house on October 26. 
to deliver a large radio truck and trail- 
er from Tampa to Salina, Kansas, gave 
him the opportunity to visit his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Huddleston for three 
days. He likes his work with the 
Signal Corps very much—says it is 
next best to working for the Lincoln 
Tel. and Tel. ...H. E. Welch, of the 
Western Electric Company, Denver, 
was a visitor to his old cronies at the 
warehouse on October 7. He was em- 
ployed in the general shop over four- 
teen years ago. . J. C. Nosky re- 
eently wrote the warehouse boys from 
San Diego, California, where he is sta- 
tioned at the R. D. Marine Corps 
Base. Joe worked in the storercom be- 
fore his transfer to the swi'chroor 
last August. Glad to hear from 
vou, Joe! Gay T. Henderson, at 
Crewder, Mo., sent snapshots of 
himself. The most impressive thing 
about Gay in the pictures was his 
“Army” haircut! ... The grapevine has 
it that Fern “Lee’’ Poska is still writ- 
ing “V’ mail letters to her marine 
who is now stationed at Guadacanal, 
Solomon Islands. . Osear Lewis is 
now “hoofing it’’ on his own. He re- 


cently sold his ancient Ford, receiving | 


forty dollars for it. No doubt, the tires 
must have had something to do with 
his getting a good price for the old 
wreck, At least gasoline rationing will 
be one less worry for Oscar, 


Southern District 
Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Mrs. Snodgrass (formerly Ruth Ker- 
moade) of the Auburn commercial of- 
fice left on October 1 for California 
where we understand she has been em- 
ployed by The Southern 
Telephone Company. Good luck, Ruth- 
ie. Helen 


ployed to take her place. ... Cather- 
ine MachLain has returned from her | 
vacation trip to Florida. We under- | 


Cathie’s only 
Military secret. 


Stand that 


Florida is a . Ed 


Ernst went pheasant hunting last week- | 


end and claims to have shot the limit, 
but we 
one ever sees the birds or get invited 
to partake thereof. ...A surprise party 
of plant employees and their families 
was held October 15, honoring James 
Smith and his new bride, Barbara. 
‘She used to work in the traffic de- 
partment.) A good time was reported 
by all and an appropriate gift was 
presented to the newlyweds. ... The 
scrap drive went over in great style 
at Auburn. The barrel, which was 
placed in the lobby, contained every- 
thing from hairpins to a sidearm wa- 
ter tank heater. Some of the boys 
claim that there was better stuff in 
the barrel than they have been using 
for several years. 


Beatrice 


Berniece Leseberg, relief cashier at 
Beatrice has resigned to accept a per- 
manent position with a local bank.... 
Eleanor Kriss came to work one morn- 
ing wearing a diamond. ... The new 
toll class consists of Roseanna Carpen- 
ter, Vey Warren, Evelyn Sparks, Elea- 
nor Kress, and Ruby Haefling. They 
are being taught by Louise Schmidt, 
assisted by Norma Tachovsky.... Vera 
Clark was called to her home in Au- 
burn by the illness of her mother. We 
hope her mother will be better soon. 
: Miss Willey spent her vacation 
in Steele City. . Margaret Curtis 
vacationed in Iowa. ... Pearl Seefken 
is dividing her vacation between 
Beatrice and Hastings. ...R. I. Shou- 
borg and family just returned from two 
weeks’ vacation which was spent near 
Hastings visiting their daughter. Of 
course, Bob went pheasant and duck 
hunting and reports his pheasant hunt- 
ing was fine, and his duck hunting 
was O.K. except every morning that he 
went sneaking up to the lake to get a 
good shot at some ducks the doggone 
pheasants would run around under his 
feet and make so much noise that he 
just had to kick them out of the way. 

. Frank Nevitt and Welton Grant 
jumped in their buggy and started 
westward on the opening day of the 
pheasant and duck season. Pulling up 
near Harvard the boys began to shoot 
pheasants so fast that Welton’s dog 
worked himself into a lather bringing 
in the birds. It didn’t take long for 
these two hunters to get their limit. 
Of course, it was too early to go home, 
so they decided to clip a few ducks. 
Finally after shooting ducks until they 
were tired of it, they started for home. 
The boys reported the next morning 
that 
birds were cleaned that night. . 
heard that the ducks and pheasants in 
this part of the country were thankful 


for one thing and that was that Clyde | 


Burge did not go out gunning for them. 
Because when Clyde grabs his cannon 
and starts out, you can bet that a bird’s 
life is not his own. The only reason 
our crack shot was not on the firing 
line is because he was in bed with a 
severe cold. Clyde can’t see why that 


eold germ didn’t attack him in Septem- | 


to take shape. Those helping L. A. | 
Stacey with the inventory compilation | 


gasoline rationing soon to go| 
Mountains of records are | 


proper | 
. . We are glad to | 


California | 


Wrightsman has been em- | 


interest in | 


would like to know why no} 


they really got tired before the | 
. . We} 


ber instead of October. 


tion visiting friends and 
York, Hastings and Omaha. 


Cook 


her birthday and farewell. 
left for California a few days later. 


two newcom- | 
Mrs. Florence | 
E. T.} 
Westerhoff, and Charles Hansen of the | 


Dawson 


Irene Johnson returned October 22 
from a three day trip to Enterprise, 
Kansas, where she attended a fifty- 
| first wedding anniversary. 
visited in Nebraska City October 18. 


Douglas 


| Mrs. Bradley’s brother 
| September 27. 
| 


Fairbury 


'last week of the drive. 


1220 pounds of scrap iron. We feel 
this is a splendid contribution to the 
| beginning of a work that must continue 
for the duration of the war... . Doris 
Outhier and Bonney Winner have been 
transferred to the traffic department 
in the Hastings exchange... . Our new 
operators are Margaret Richardson, An- 
nabelle Stocker, Jean Gill, Jeanne Lyt- 
ton, Marilyn Babcock and Joyce 
Schmidt. ... Floyd Nave bagged four 
pheasants near Hastings last week-end. 


Friend 


Dorothea Heckman spent her vaca- 
tion at home enjoying a visit with her 
| brother who was home on furlough at 

the same time. We had our annual 

picnic, October 12, honoring the birth 
anniversaries of Mr. Haberman and 

Mary Eurich and as a farewell to Ada 

Yates, who is moving to Denver. Guests 

were Mrs. Haberman, Mary Eurich, 
Mrs. Crooker and Ruth from Fair- 
| mont and W. E. MacDonald, of Beatrice. 
‘(How that guy MacDonald does get 

around!) Our guests even took the 
/ watermelon home in their car. . 
| watermelon we mentioned in the pic- 
nic item has a story connected with it 
| that is too good to keep. Chris and Jim 
‘are always looking for bargains when 
they are out shooting 
really found one in some watermelons. 
Ten cents each or three for a quarter. 
Chris bought three and paid for them. 
Jim decided he would like to have 
one, too, so he handed the farmer fifty 
cents. The farmer gave Jim two dimes, 
a nickle, and a quarter in change, and 


it was cheaper than he (Jim) could 


came home. If you could put a valu- 
ation on the laughs we have had over 
it that melon would add up to a minus 
something or other, we haven’t been 
able to figure out. 


Humboldt 


Betty Jo Burow is the new cashier at 
our office. She takes the place of Dar- 
leene Pennington who has a job in 
California. Welcome Betty, we hope 
you enjoy your work with us, 
Harriette Pennington returned from 
her visit to Texas and Old Mexico 
October 3. Somewhere along the way 
she acquired a sparkling new diamond. 
.,. Mary Meister left for Kansas City, 
October 10, to spend her vacation vis- 
| iting friends and going places. 
The two quarterbacks, Thad Newhouse 
and Harlan Gillespie attended the Ne- 
braska-Minnesota football game. 


Steinauer 
Mrs. Divis visited at Wahoo and 
Colon, September 29 and_ 30. 


Gladys Neugebauer and Mrs. Divis 
were in Pawnee City, September 26. 


Sterling 


The Sterling employees had a party 
September 29 in honor of Mr. Broman. 
Betty Jansen and Kate Stroman were 
present at the party. Helen Wehner 
attended the Indiana and Minnesota 
football games. Mable Weyers 
started her vacation, October 20. 


Tecumseh 


Elvin Wait entertained company from 
Lineoln, September 26 and 27.... Mr. 
and Mrs. Hg and Kay visited at the 
Wait home, October 4. Hazel 
Nichols visited in Lincoln, October 11 
and on October 17, attended the foot- 
ball game at Table Rock. Mr. 
Meshier attended the Indiana and Min- 
nesota football games... . Patty Baird 
was transferred to Lincoln, October 5. 
. , Alex Halverstadt spent the week- 
end of October 17 at Geneva and Fair- 
mont pheasant hunting. Harold 
Drake spent the week-end of October 
17 in the western part of the state 
pheasant hunting. . Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Fowler and two daughters moved 
to Tecumseh, October 19. ... We ex- 
tend our welcome to them... . Dorothy 
| Osterthun attended the football games 
at Peru and Table Rock, October 9 and 


Tobias 
Nata Hershey, chief operator-cashier, 
‘left on her two weeks’ vacation, Octo- 
i ber 19. She is spending a few days at- 
/tending the Rebekah Assembly at Lin- 
'eoln, a few days visiting her sister 
|at Omaha, and the rest of the time at 
| her home. 
| Wilber 
| Laura Dvorak and Viola Knapp spent 
| October 6 in Lincoln. . . . Amelia and 
/'Anne Aden attended the funeral of 
their sister-in-law, Mrs. Harry Aden, 
at Lincoln, September 26... .It is with 
‘real regret that we say goodbye to 
' Jack Fowler, who’s gone to Tecumseh, 
but we'll always say that he left in 
| good form. We feel sure he did because 
just before he left he got to taking 
his sacro-iliac lightly and ended up 
with it and the surrounding anatomy 
confined in a two-way stretch affair. 
No foolin’—a girdle. Boy, the change 
was terrific. We hardly knew Jack 
when he wasn’t facing us! 


LEE ee eee ee 
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W. E. 
MacDonald spent one week of his vaca- 
relatives in 


visited her 


The employees of the Fairbury area 
became very scrap conscious during the 
Due to the 
combined efforts of all the employees 
in our area, we succeeded in collecting | 


.« Phe 


trouble and, 


the watermelon, and he remarked that | 


raise them. Jim said, ‘It shore is’ and . 


. . * 
am nS 


'She_ reports, 
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Western District 
Ralph Wait, Associate Editor 
| Bruning 
| Corp. Darrell Cornell spent the week- 
,end of October 17 with his mother, 


Ida Townsend had a dinner for Mary | Mrs, Maude Lindeman. He is now sta- 
Alice Osborn on October 1 to celebrate | tioned at Salina, Kansas. 
Mary Alice | 


Davenport 


| Chief operator Mildred Miskimins 
spent her vacation visiting in Lincoln, 
Omaha, and Mead, Nebraska. 


Deweese 
Nora Werner is taking a vacation 


Esther West | from her duties at the telephone office. 


| Mary Harvanek is assisting with the 
i relief work. 


Geneva 


E. A. Moorhead is enjoying a two 
weeks’ vacation. He and his family left 
for a visit at Sidney, Nebraska. 
| Anne Seymour has been helping train 
the new toll operators at the Geneva 
exchange. Lorene Krejci and 
Mareldine Baloun are the new toll 
operators. 


Hastings Commercial 


Word from Mrs. Lamoine Stiner, our 
navy bride, formerly Josephine Elfring, 
the popular commercial clerk at Has- 


tings, says she arrived in the “windy 
city’ without velvet rugs and brass 
bands, but Lamoine met her at the 


station and that’s all that counts. She 
misses the old gang as we miss her 
but, as she says, she is starting a new 
life. Best of luck to Josephine. 
Another blonde, Mary Jane Johnson, 
is now occupying the desk formerly 
held down by Mrs. Lamoine Stiner, 
| who has joined her navy husband at 
Great Lakes, Chicago. ... All the big 
shots and other male members of the 
Hastings exchange are bagging the lim- 
it of pheasants and ducks this hunting 
season but not one of them ever says 
“Here, girlee, have a pheasant!” 


Hastings Plant 


The opening of pheasant season 
brought many a sore shoulder to our 
ranks this month. Almost everyone 
has been out at least once to try their 
luck, . . . Jim Dudgeon was out with 
his trusty ten gauge and, according 
to all reports, the new law barring 
hens, cramped Jim’s style no end. It 
seems that the boys always depend 
upon Jim to make up all that are 
missing at the end of the day so that 
everyone will be able to go home with 
| their limit. Until this year, Jim never 
| failed us but the ‘‘no hen” law spoiled 
| it all. They say that Jim never has to 
| hit a bird to get it but the concussion 
of the report of his double-barrelled 
ten is bad enough to stun all the birds 
in the field and after that it is just 
a matter of finding them. Jim says 
it is just like dynamiting fish. ... Roy 
Mills visited and hunted with Ralph 
Wait during opening week and both 
report full bags in spite of the heavy 
cover. Your plant correspondent wants 
to apologize to Wait for kidding him 
about his dog, Rover. We were out on 
Saturday and Wait got his limit al- 
right; however, let it be said that 
Rover brought in a couple of birds that 
must have been killed last year. ... 
“Doc” Wilson has proven himself a 
real meat getter when after pheasants. 
The boys thought he was just being 
lucky when he was shooting all of 
George Mehuron’s pigeons, but he 
really showed ’em how it was done 
when they got after pheasants. “King 
Edward” was knocking ’em down from 
all angles and at all distances until the 
fellows got suspiciots and upon in- 
vestigation found he was shooting an 
eight gauge smooth bored gun. When 
he was informed that was illegal, Doc 
said, “Well, my old grandpappy never 
had any such trouble and he was good 
on Indians up to 300 steps.” ... The 
Navy ammunition depot, being short 
on common labor, sent out a call for 
help from the local natives, so almost 
every one here immediately swelled his 
chest and said, ‘‘Sure I’m patriotic. I’ll 
go out and work for some of them 
there high wages.” As a result, Harry 
Branch, Jack Nordheim, Tony Lahr, 
Lloyd Voter, George Brock, Jack Ma- 
son, and Buck Isaman are putting in 
their days off at hard labor. The first 
job some of the boys ran into was un- 
loading three cars of freshly creosoted 
railroad ties. Needless to say, everyone 
is now getting at least eight hours of 
solid sleep to forget about those ties. 


Hastings Traffic 


Two girls in our department are 
proudly flashing around new diamonds. 
They are Dorothy Janda and Arvera 
Petersen. . .. Getting down to vaca- 
*‘ions—Faye Stahl spent two weeks visit- 
ing at Nelson and Hardy. She reported 
‘aving had a swell time. Beth 
Borley is spending the last half of her 
vacation resting up here in Hastings. 
, Three more girls have left the 
department and are working else- 
where. Lucile Kort is in Bakersfield, 
California, Miss Pratt left for Oregon 
to make her home with her mother, 
and Miss Ground has accepted a posi- 
tion in a defense plant in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Miss Hedstrom spent 
the week-end of October 24 in Lincoln. 


Hebron 


We are glad to report that Mary 
Bethscheider, who is in a hospital in 
Rochester, Minnesota, is getting along 


nicely. . Bette Long has left our 
traffic force and is now at Corpus 
Christi, Texas. Eva Stutz spent 


her vacation in and around Hebron. 
Osceola 


vacation beginning October 5, spending 
the time at home. . .. Iva Olson vis- 
ited friends in Lincoln over the week- 
end of October 3. ... Catherine Scha- 
ber, operator, left October 14 for Grand 
Island where she will be employed, 
having received a civil service appoint- 
ment. 


Polk 
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Aletha Lewis enjoyed a week of her | 


EPHONE NEWS 


Lindburg of Lincoln, a former oper- 
ator at Polk, visited the office, Octo- 
| ber 19. . Leona McConnell was a 
| York visitor, October 9. ... Rose Ehn, 


| relief operator and a member of the 


“local senior class, enjoyed a pleasant 
sneak day in Lincoln, October 14. ... 
|The office force pleasantly surprised 
| Linnea Ekdahl on her birthday, Octo- 
ber 21. A Swedish lunch was enjoyed 
in the operators rest room. . . The 
operators gathered 215 pounds of scrap 
for the recent scrap drive. We feel 
quite proud of our efforts. 


Stromsburg 


Irene Lind, assistant chief operator, 
enjoyed her two weeks’ vacation be- 
ginning October 12. The time was 
spent at home. ...L. C. Williams spent 
his two weeks’ vacation at home listen- 
ing to the World Series games. 


Superior 


Viola Carlson is spending her two 
weeks’ vacation at home. Mrs. 
Bramwell, Miss Bruckert, and Miss 
Richards were shopping in Fairbury 
recently. . . Nellie Jacobitz spent a 
day with a friend visiting here from 
Lakeland, Florida. ., . Betty Jeppson is 
our new operator. ... Area Manager 
Frank Kubat spent Saturday and Sun- 
day hunting pheasants and was able to 
get his limit both days. ... Lloyd Whit- 
ney has been pheasant hunting near 
Columbus during his vacation. He re- 
ports good hunting this year... . Marie 
Brewer is back from her vacation 
spent at Kansas City visiting friends. 
. Marguerite Buckles and Clarinda 
Lake visited recently at Grand Island 
and Columbus, respectively. ... Area 
Manager W. L. Eckles, of Plattsmouth, 
visited D. D. Eckles over the week- 
end and they spent their time hunting 
pheasants. 


Sutton 


G. A. Stuart, area manager, is tak- 
ing a two weeks vacation beginning Oc- 
tober 19, 1942. ... Arlene Heins of the 
York exchange has been transferred 
temporarily to the Sutton exchange. 
.. . Noma Jane Grobe is the new com- 
mercial relief girl at the Sutton ex- 
change. 


York 


We've long had nightmares of the 
time the traffic department would 
crowd out the plant in the Accident 
Quiz. Recently, Nyla Peters almost 
brought us this glory. Nyla was seated 
at the switchboard quietly going about 
her work when a ticket spiral slipped 
up and proceeded to wrap itself around 
her finger. No amount of pulling on 
Nyla’s part nor use of the pliers on the 
supervisor’s part could separate Nyla 
and the spiral. It began to take on the 
appearance of a permanent fixture, but 
inspiration came and with it SOAP. 
At last Nyla found herself free. The 
moral of this little tale is this: ‘Never 
l trust a ticket spiral, girls, they may 
be treacherous villains.” Ask Nyla— 
she knows. . . . Gladys Lisk spent a 
glorious two weeks in the East see- 
ing everything around Baltimore, Md., 
| and Niagara Falls, N. Y., while we kept 
pou fingers crossed, remembering the 
atmosphere of the latter place. ... 
, Lela Watson left the middle of the 
month for a visit to soldiers (two of 
them, Lela’s twin brothers) at a west 
coast camp. . Helen Phillips, toll 
instructor, leaves us the last of this 
month, being transferred to the Lin- 
coln office. A party complete with gift 
and gobs of food was held in Helen’s 
honor the evening of October 23. We’ll 
miss your pleasant disposition, Helen, 
but best of luck in Lincoln. ... On 
Wednesday, October 21, Area Com- 
mercial Manager Dobson, Wire Chief 
Mehuron, Chief Operator Minnie Met- 
calf and Assistant Chief Operator 
Gladys Lisk spent a most enjoyable day 
in Hastings visiting the district office 
and other points of interest. 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


The Signal Reserve Corps re- 
cently called the following men 
from the Southern district to re- 
port to Capt. C. D. Perrin at Fort 
Leavenworth: Clayton B. Moore, 
testman, Beatrice; Charles L. 
Nutzman, district plant clerk; 
John Ford, construction foreman. 

The “News” carries word of the 
death of J. W. Ramey, popular 
manager at York, who was in- 
stantly killed when the car he was 
driving overturned in a collision 
with another car near York. 

L. P. Young, for several years 
| the manager at Polk, has been 

transferred to York to fill the va- 
cancy caused by the death of J. 
W. Ramey. 

J. C. Gilchrist, former manager 
at Cedar Bluffs has been trans- 
ferred to Wahoo. He is succeeded 
at Cedar Bluffs by J. P. Lahr, 
formerly of Weeping Water. 

H. F. McCulla and Percy Ling, 
both of Hastings, are now station- 
ed at Camp Lewis, American 
Lakes, Washington, in the 12th 
Battalion Signal Corps. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


Wilma McIntire has been se- 
lected for the position of cashier 
at Nebraska City, replacing Cora- 
belle Gowe, who is moving to 
California. 

John Potter, Plattsmouth, and 


Se ee ee ee eee 


November, 1942 


Harlan Gillespie, Beatrice, have 
completed the _ shop training 
course and are now back at their 
former positions. 

All the girls at the Superior ex- 
change have adopted the ‘smock 
uniform” fashion. The smocks are 
rose colored and are worn with 
a black silk crepe tie. 

The telephone exchange at Day- 
kin has. been purchased and be- 
comes the 125th Company ex- 
change. 

Ten Years Ago 


Jess May, the big telephone 
manager at Humboldt appeared 
in an act at the Richardson coun- 
ty fair. His job was to check the 
speed of a performing Jap at the 
bottom of a slide for life—and 
folks say that Jess and the Jap 
were both a bit woozy and worse 
for wear after the collision. 

Coming as a great shock to his 
many friends was the sudden 
death of L. B. “Barney” Doane 
who has been chief switchman in 
Lincoln since 1925. Mr. Doane 
took an active ‘and capable part 
in many forms of Company ac- 
tivities and enjoyed a wide circle 
of staunch friends among the em- 
ployees. C. E. Cummings, former 
chief switchboard installer, suc- 
ceeds him as chief switchman. 

Ten girls from the accounting 
department recently enjoyed a 
beef steak fry at Van Dorn park 
and are now wondering how they 
can lose the three extra pounds 
each gained as a penalty for the 
feast. Those present were: Clara 
Jones, Grace MHauschild, Rose 
Riggs, Garnette Druliner, Teresa 
Casari, Frances Virgil, Marguerite 
Holbrook, Cleo Ashley, Nelle 
Erickson and Veryl Morris. 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 
for October January 1, 1942 
Central District <) 02... 120 506 
Eastern District— 

TO BV IC CIC ieee ce eee Naccoecacos —8 —39 

Nebraska: Cliy sca eo —2 —38 

PIStismouthinss..o2 eel ee —6 34 

DOGW EE ier ee cae cei 14 —4 

; WENOOR tito oo Aaa 132 873 

ol hr 2) CURE tad Leer RE toe ae Se 130 826 
Southern District— 

PLU DUET. et ee ee —8 —137 

Beatrice. <= we et 15 —9 

WAIDULY. oes oeerte veo tt eects ae —18 —45 

Tecumsen "2. ee —d —25 

Wein ean te er Ee eae —12 

UO PE Ue ca, secsaceat aa le aa ees ae —16 —228 
Western District— 

(SONGVa. 20. Gee eee ee oe 26 78 

TAOS UGS a cin. - craracs eee 717 312 

PLS OTOR oo ht acicsceeroe sc —8 —60 

PSLYOMIS OE SY ecco ce ot he caeets D 10 

SUID CVIOL tse whos ea deena —6 —4]1 

UL GOD: ok... h sc ccsaceos ancl ce eee 14 53 

B21) | ARE ere ane Ue OLEH RTRs eee —12 —35 

J bya) #2 8 Lee eee er ee REA 96 317 

| al 1y'0'] 2 Et ROOD NEC PRECEDE 330 1,421 


buildings. 


WE DID CONSIDERABLE "SCRAPPING!" 


Here are some of the results of the Company’s intensive October drive for scrap metal in the Lincoln 
1. A portion of the metal collection in the general office building. That big vault door you 


Mrs. Clara Anderson, night operator, | see at the rear was unearthed by General Manager Agee in person—but we didn’t hear that he tried 
to lift it! 2. One of several big piles of scrap metal at the warehouse. We hasten to point out that the 


brought our vacations to a close. She 
was patriotic and stayed close to home. 
however, that a new 
grandson was the attraction. ... Ar- 
lene Wright spent Wednesday after- 
noon, October 21, in York....Jo Ann 


pickup truck you see in the background most definitely is NOT junk! 


3. Lars Jensen and Jack Cox, 


| plant department, start the colossal job of wrecking the famous and massive all-metal bicycle rack 
near the general office building—a relic of the Postal Telegraph days! 4. Another warehouse accumu- 
lation. 5. A neat collection of old manhole covers unearthed by General Storekeeper Bert Huddleston, 
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Brock Named 
Manager At Friend 


Young Plant Employee Is 
Promoted to New Responsi- 
bility; Fine Background 

of Experience. 


——--—- —__ 


™~= appointment of George 
D. Brock, of Hastings, to be | 
manager 


at Friend, was an- 
nounced early 


Mr. 


December 
He replaces 
former man- 
ager Chris Haberman, who be- 
came area manager at Seward 
on November 15. 


George D. Brock 


Mr. Brock has a fine back-| 
ground of practical telephone | 


experience, having joined this 


Company in 1927 as a ground-| 
in the construction de-| 


man 
partment. He became a fore- 
man in this department on 
March 1, 1930. 
he was 
Hastings exchange, where he 
has since 
cation 
man. 


of 


He 


merit combination- 
is a young man, and 


possesses a friendly and pleas- | 


img personality. Mr. Brock is 
a graduate of the University 
of Nebraska. The “News” is 
happy to state that our Friend 
subscribers will soon discover 
that, in Mr. and Mrs. Brock, 
they have acquired citizens of 
the very highest type. 


Traffic Department 


Organization Changes 
NUMBER of transfers have | 


in December. | 
Brock) 
took charge 
of the Friend) 
zone, which| 
includes the) 
exchanges at. 
Cordova and) 
Dorchester, | 
on Monday, 
(7 


In July, 1935, | 
transferred to the'! 


risen to the classifi- | 


Lincoln, Nebraska, December, 1942 


CELEBRATING MANKIND'S GREAT MOMENT! |Ed Burke Passes 


oes to then penne no “ 
vr 
i> ss 


[ger amg above is the central section of the Christmas display in the Lincoln Business 
office main display window. We publish it to add an additional Christmas touch to this 


issue of the “News” and, also, 
department artist. 
his talented hands. 


‘towers and turrets of ancient 


as a tribute to the artistic genius of Joe Hartley, commercial 


This beautiful “Nativity Scene” is the finest display ever to come from 
The background of blue sky dotted with stars, the dark outlines of the 


Bethlehem in the distance, the simple stable upon the rocky 


taken place among chief | hillside, the shepherds and their sheep in the foreground—all these combine into a setting 


operator-cashiers within re- of quiet and reverential beauty. The figures of the Holy Family, the three Wise Men and 
their camels, the goats, cattle and other animals in the stable, and the shepherds and the sheep 


cent weeks. Berdene B. Bailey, | 
Garland, was transferred to) 
Pleasant Dale as chief opera- | 
tor-cashier, replacing Mrs. | 


Hulda Kapke, resigned. To fill | 
vaeancy, Mrs. | 
Laura Meyers was employed. | 
Anna | 
Simpson retired and moved to. 


the Garland 


At Dorchester, Mrs. 


Grand Island, and Mrs. Lorene | 
H. Lutz was employed to fill | 
Mrs. Lydia Den-! 
zin resigned at Carleton, and! 


her place. 


Mrs. Evalena Simmerman was | 
employed to operate the ex-| 
change. At Grafton, Mrs. Iva. 
Sole was employed as chief 
operator-cashier to replace) 
Mrs. Mary Shoff, resigned. In 
the larger exchanges, Dora) 
Moran was named assistant | 
chief operator at Ashland, re- 


placing Margaret Micloski, 
who 


eoln. At Wahoo, Ethel Daharsh | 


moves up to the post of as- 
sistant chief operator, replac- 
ing Ruth Stewart, resigned; | 


and June Milow becomes eve- 


ning assistant chief operator to 


fill the vacancy created when | 


Ruth Trutna joined the 
WAAC’s. At Fairbury, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Moredick was ap-| 
pointed assistant chief oper-. 
ator. 


Copper for 187 rounds of .50 


caliber cartridges is contained in | 


the typical household bronze door 
hinge, check, and door stop. 


was transferred to Lin-'| 


were all acquired some years ago for this specific purpose. 


This year, also, Mr. Hartley 


_painted seven lovely reproductions of early American Christmas scenes for decorative use in 


the Fourteenth street and the M street windows of the Lincoln office. 


Community Chest 


Piedges Increased 


| (pae year’s Community 

Chest (renamed War Chest 
for the duration) drive among 
Lincoln employees was under 
the general direction of A. S. 
Keckler, Hastern district clerk. 
Art received fine cooperation 
| from his assistants in the vari- 
ous departments, and a splen- 
| did job was turned in. Due to 
the pressing demands of this 
| war period, a hike of 25% was 
‘requested in the total em- 
’ ployee contribution this year, 
and this was more than met. 
The amount given in 1941 was 
$2,164.41. The quota for em- 
ployees this year was $2,675.00 
—and the total contributed 
was $2,739.89. Art and his 
helpers rate orchids for a fine 
‘bit of work—and thanks are 
due to employees for generous | 
contributions 


Four hundred jalopies found | 
rusting in a Wisconsin “grave- | 
yard” yielded enough scrap to. 
make 240 75-mm howitzers and | 


480 one-ton aerial bombs, 


A china hd CALL TO DUTY! 


% = ie 


Fak aM r 


eee eee 


rpHE latest photographic mural to go into the big display 
panel in the Lincoln business office is planned to remind 
‘employees and customers alike of the duty every American 
owes his country. The enlargement has been strikingly col- 
‘ored and effectively lighted, and it causes much favorable 
comment. Some of our better wise-crackers insist that it was 
‘no accident which caused the soldier’s bayonet to be pointed 
right at the smiling and debonair Lee Schlentz—as you can 
see in the above picture! But Lee doesn’t seem to be worried. 
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. F. BURKE, combination- 
4 man at Nebraska City, 
died on Monday, December 7 
—taking from our telephone 
. family a man 
who will be 
widely 
mourned. He 
was 900 years 
old. Although 
he had _ con- 
tinued to 
work until a 
few months 
'before his 
final illness, 
he had not 
been in good health for a con- 
siderable period of time. A re- 
cent exploratory operation un- 
covered cancer conditions 
which were beyond help. 


Mr. Burke began his tele- 
phone career in 1915 with the 
old Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany—now the Northwestern 
Bell. He came to the Lincoln 
Company in 1926, as a lineman 
in the Lincoln service depart- 
ment. During his years in 
Lincoln he took an active part 
in First Aid work—in fact, for 
approximately six years, he 
was in charge of First Aid 
instruction for the Company 
throughout the entire terri- 
tory. This activity built him 
an unusually wide circle of 
[aepret: In 1933, he was made 
| manager at Ashland, a posi- 
tion he held until his transfer 
to the Nebraska City plant de- 
partment in 1937. 

Ed Burke was the type of 
employee who made lasting 
friends for himself, and for 
his employers, wherever he 
was located. He took an ac- 
tive interest in boys, and dur- 
ing many years of Boy Scout 
work he exercised a profound 
influence for good in the lives 
of many who are now young 
men and are fighting our 
country’s battles. Modest and 
unassuming, Ed was never one 
to seek personal credit for 
good works. His untimely 
death reveals to us a ga 
which will be hard to fill. 

Surviving are his widow, a 
daughter, Mrs. Kenneth Wil- 
son, of California, and a son, 
Don, of the U.S. navy. Funeral 
services were held on Wed- 
nesday, December 9, at Fass- 
bender Funeral Home in Ne- 
.|braska City. Burial was in 
Valley, Nebraska—the home 
town from which he started 
upon the career now closed. 


E. F. Burke 


Tax Insert Error 


NE error has been discov- 

ered in the income tax in- 
sert which was included in the 
November “News,” and it is 
an error of sufficient impor- 
tance to warrant this attempt 
at correction. In the section 
under the heading “Victory 
Tax,” there should be four 
sentences instead of three. 
The fourth sentence should 
read: “The Victory Tax net 
income is gross income (ex- 
cluding the exceptions stated 
above relating to capital gains 
and interest on bonds, etc.) 
less certain specified deduc- 
tions similar to those illus- 
trated in Section I of the ex- 
hibits relating to income tax.” 
In the printed version, the 
parenthesis was placed at the 


beginning of what should 


Number 12 


| HOSPITALIZATION 


PLAN IS APPROVED 


New Employee Organization 
Is Formed For Mutual 
Protection; Becomes 
Effective December 16. 


HE formation of a new co- 

operative organization 
among employees of this Com- 
pany—to be ‘known as the 
Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association—became a 
fact early in December, fol- 
lowing the announcement that 
80% of all regular full time 
employees (except operators) 
had applied for membership. 
Operation of the plan begins 
on December 16. 

Purpose of the Association 
is to provide its members with 
hospitalization insurance and 
surgical benefits. Limits of 
individual benefits set up at 
present compare very favor- 
ably with those offered by 
commercial insurance groups. 
It is believed that, under em- 
ployee supervision, it will be 
possible to keep the monthly 
premium rate very close to 
actual cost. All officers and 
directors of the new Associa- 
tion will serve without com- 
pensation. 

The new organization comes 
into being because of strong 
employee demand for a serv- 
ice which will round out our 
entire system of employee pro- 
tection. For years the Com- 
pany has protected employees 
against lost time caused by 
sickness or accident disability. 
We are protected, through the 
Company pension plan, against 
the threat of want in old age. 
Now, for a very modest 
monthly contribution, em- 
ployees who participate in the 
new organization will protect 
each other against the unfor- 
seen expenses generated by 
hospitalization and surgery. 

It cannot be doubted that 
the remarkable success of that 
other employee group — the 
Employees Cooperative Credit 
Association—had a great deal 
to do with stimulating the de- 
mand for the Benefit Associa- 
tion. It has been proved: that 
employees can and will do a 
splendid job of managing such 
enterprises. 

We feel it is essential to call 
the attention of all eligible em- 
ployees to the fact that those 
who have not applied for 
membership in the Benefit As- 
sociation before January 16 
will, upon making application 
after that date, be expected to 
furnish, at their own expense, 
medical proof of insurability. 

Directors and officers of the 
new organization will be an- 
nounced in next month’s 
“News”. 


G. T. Sprecher Dead 


eae T. Sprecher, well 
remembered by older Lin- 
coln employees, died Novem- 
ber 23 at Battle Creek, Ne- 
braska. He was 83 years old. 
Mr. Sprecher was a real tele- 
phone pioneer, having been the - 
first telephone manager at 
Norfolk. He joined the Lincoln 
Company in 1917, and was em- 
ployed in the commercial de- 
partment until his retirement 
to the pension payroll in 1933. 


have been the fourth sentence|He was a fine and friendly 
—thus tying it to the sentence gentleman, and: he will be held 
ahead and completely chang-|in affectionate remembrance 


ing the meaning. 


by his many Company friends. 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
A Nebraska Company Serving Its People” 


“Prose -Jalk” 


random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


(A 
W STRIKE a new note this year with the page of Christmas 
I par- 


will from the men who guide the destinies of our Company. 
Thev come from the heart. Every official and supervisor 
represented on our Christmas page expressed to me a deep 
sense of satisfaction at being given an opportunity to tell you 
folks how greatly your loyal services are valued. The war has 
drawn us all closer together. That much can be set down 
to its credit. Official and man-in-the-ranks both have sons 
exposed to danger on a common battle field. The privations 
and financial burdens fall with equal force upon all. We have 
alwavs been a close-knit organization, with no “brass hat” 
complex separating top officials from the rank and file. But, 
in this particular year of tension and worry and sacrifice, it 
seems to me that we have achieved a new and very blessed 
unitv—-a heart-warming revival of faith and understanding 
which we shall treasure in memory as long as we shall live. 


Christmas 1942 will be our second “war Christmas” in 
World War II. Despite this fact—perhaps because of it— 
-+ mav well be a more cheerful Christmas than the one which 
followed so shortly after the tragedy of Pearl Harbor. Then 
we were stunned by the sheer black infemy of a nation which 
had always pretended friendship. Then we were confused, 
and more than a little unsure of our own strength. We had 
«watehed with considerable awe the murderous progress of a 
war chariot driven by men with a maniacal lust for world 
eonauest. The myth of German invincibility had not yet been 
shattered. Only a few short weeks before Pearl Harbor there 
had been men of some repute in our nation who had done us 
the extreme disservice of telling us, again and again, that 
we were in no danger of attack from any quarter—that such 
war preparations as we were then making were really a threat 
to other nations, and not an attempt to guarantee our own 


defense. 


In a word, we were somewhat fearful on Christmas Day, 
‘wn 1941. As another Christmas season comes into our lives, 
most of the cobwebs of doubt and indecision have been swept | 
away by the brisk breezes of Allied success. The gallant Rus- 
sians have held and are smashing back at “the faceless hordes” | 
of the man who thought he was Napoleon. A tremendous | 
invasion of Africa has been carried out with the timing and 


efficiency that some had previously tried to convince us was | two brothers, two sisters and | 


typical only of German methods. The myth of German in- 
vineibility is going down in the bloody froth of uncounted 
German casualties. In the Pacific, we have written ee 
new pages of American history and have, seemingly, proved 
to ourselves that we can hold Japanese barbarism in check 
until the full weight of Allied fury can crush the Japanese 
Empire out of existence. There will yet be dark days to be 
lived through. (There will be reverses and mistakes—and 
many an American home will be darkened by the loss of a 
loved one upon some blood-soaked foreign field. But the con- 
fusion, the indecision and the doubt are now only dark 
shadows that lie behind us as we go into this Christmas season. 
We know where we are going—and we are on our way! 


Those of us who grew up in the years before World War I 
know now that a pleasant and cheerful world we loved has 
been destroyed forever by the two great upheavals. The 
gracious peace which hovered about the Christmas festivities 
of those years when the world, and its wars, were far away 
from America’s doorstep, is gone beyond recall. So naive were 
we in those calm days, when we believed that the rest of the 
world could go its way and we could go ours; when we be- 
lieved that rapacious conquest and naked aggression were 
things mankind had outlawed forever. Genghis Khan, Attila, 
Alexander, Napoleon—they were merely names across the 
darker pages of history. Men were too intelligent, we rea- 
soned, too far advanced in humanitarian thinking to be herded 
by insane tyrants into a blood bath of conquest. How fear- 
fully wrong we were. And how many aching years ago was 
it that we sat around sparkling Christmas trees in the quiet 
glow of peaceful evenings and let our hearts dream of the 
bright world of the future which we were bequeathing to our 
cherished children—a world which had come finally to accept 
the principles of the Prince of Peace? In grim irony, at this 
Christmas season, we find we must turn back again to that 
fundamental! truth: “Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty 
and peace.” May it never be forgotten again—by us, nor by 
our children, nor by our children’s children! —N. O. 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


R. C. McLain Dies 


Pee passing, on November 
23, of Ray C. McLain, of 


ithe engineering department, 


while not unexpected, was 
deeply sad+ <—.._+_. 
dening to all |= “a 
employees in 
Lincoln who 
had known 
and loved the 
genial Ray. — 
He was 55 a 
years old. /— 
Although |i 
the steady |i: 
progress of . 
tuberculosis “ & “cho 
had been weakening him since 
1936, he continued at his desk 
until May, 1941. In 1936, he 
took a six months’ furlough 
and seemed, for a time, to 
have recovered his health. 
The progress of the disease 


had not been permanently ar-| 


rested, however, and _ since 
May, 1941, he had been slowly 
sinking. He died in the Tu- 
berculosis hospital in Kearney. 


Ray joined our Company 
first as a lineman at Beatrice, 
in 1912. By 1914 he had 
worked his way up to the posi- 
tion of foreman there. Later, 
he was an inspector and as- 
sistant foreman in the district 
office in Lincoln. He left the 
Company in 1918 for other 
employment, spending a num- 
ber of years in the state rail- 
way commission offices. Upon 
his return to the Company, 
in 1927, he joined the engi- 
neering department and, at 
the time illness forced his re- 
tirement, held the title of ap- 
praisal engineer. 


Ray McLain built a warm 
spot for himself in all our 
hearts. He was always ready 
to take an active part in any 
worth-while Company activ- 
ity. The “News” editor re- 
calls Ray’s intense interest in 
the Company soft ball league 
of a few seasons ago—and the 
fact that he performed active- 
ly when, had we but known 
it, he was in no physical shape 
to do so. He greatly enjoyed 
the companionship of his fine 
children, and the sudden and 
untimely death of his son 
“Skippy” two years ago dealt 
him a blow from which he 
never recovered. 


Surviving are his widow, 
two sons and three daughters, 


five grandchildren. Funeral 
services were held on Novem- 
ber 25, at Umberger’s in Lin- 
coln. North Star Masonic 
lodge, in which he was a most 
active member, was in charge, 
with Rev. W. F. Perry offici- 
ating. Burial was in Lincoln 


Memorial Park. Pallbearers, | 


all from the Company, were 
A. B. Smith, C. C. Donley, 
W. Boyles, H. W. Cane, F. M. 
Strasser and H. H. Wheeler, Jr. 


“Remember Pear! 
Harbor. 


It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. Our 
government calls on you to 
help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them every 
day if you can. But buy them 
on a regular basis. 


Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 cents 
Savings stamps can be bought 
at all banks and postoffices, 
and bonds can be purchased 
through our Company. In Lin- 
coln, and in all other district 
and area points, stamps may 
also be purchased from our 
own Company. 


C. | 


December, 1942 


in the conference room recently.| was a bit disturbed, to say the 
Thirty-four operators recognized; least, when he found that Kansas 
the spirit of the times by coming | State and Nebraska were playing 
dressed in their oldest, worse-for- | at Manhattan! 


wear costumes. Mr. Brewster and Lloyd Jenkins established some 
Mr. O’Dell were invited guests. kind of a record for a “sitting 


In an article discussing the No-| high jump” a few days ago when 
vember issue of the Lincoln tele-| he tramped down on the starter 


phone directory the “News” | intending to drive home to lunch. 
states, “the old directories were|The auto bomb worked perfectly 
given to Lincoln’s needy families and the color is only now be- 


to be burned as fuel during the] ginning to reappear in Lloyd’s 
winter weather.” It would be in-| face. 


teresting to know more about this Area Manager Glenn Stuart of 
story, for those who have tried to| Clay Center was suddenly taken 
burn telephone directories know | j]] on Sunday, December 12, while 
nee as peg cae they driving to Beatrice to attend a 
7 ave no equal. adding. rs. art relieve 
Seth W. Eddy, secretary and as- | W.E. Bell observed the thirtieth A aie ene gees to sty 
sistant-treasurer, died suddenly | anniversary of his entrance into ber, where Glenn was placed in 
while on his way to church 11! the telephone field on December | ped at the home of Area Manager 
Sunday evening, December 2. Mr.|/1/ He was one of the organizers Eckles. Diagnosis indicated that 
|Eddy’s intense interest in the|of the York Telephone Company Gisan suiterca f 
problems of all employees of the wpa copra Sec aet st Aarg a 


in 1902. food poisoning 
Company explains the feeling of ; P : , 
personal loss felt by all Company Five Years Ago The Panama exchange is the 


members Football casts its spell over the |most recent to be converted to 
| ‘The: number of employees in Beatrice district. Dean Walker|dial operation. The equipment 
'the armed forces is now 74. Ten drove to Lincoln to see a football | made by North Electric Company 
ote. names have heen added to | ame and congratulated himself|was installed by George Keith, 
‘the. Honor Rol during the past |” finding a parking place right|Claude Walker and Francis 
| in front of the stadium door. He} Darnold. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS— | , 


Here are the men who headed 
'the Company in December, 1917: 
' Frank H. Woods, president; S. H. 
Burnham, vice-president; C. J. 
Bills, treasurer; A. L. Haecker, T THIS seaon of the year we usually take a look in 
| secretary and assistant treasurer; ; 
L. E. Hurtz, general manager; C. opposite directions—forward and backward. We 
'P. Russell, auditor. review the year’s activities to help in forecasting the 
Fifteen Years Ago future. 1942 will go down in our Company’s history as 
The “News” announces the a difficult one, due to the desire of the Government to 
death of Florence Heagy, toll in- bring war production to the highest 
Aa Nein pte of ae os possible point, and to increase the 
Racor mate Earp lentes alee “Tune. || military forces to the number required, 
1914. Our situation demanded expansion to 
W. A. Letellier, lineman of Ne- care for army needs and contraction to 
braska City, was severely injured|| meet the restrictions imposed by the 
by a fall trom a pole due to the Warr Deoduet Backd Wah t 
breaking of a bolt supporting the ar sroauction board. © FAVE Ie 
cable. An x-ray examination re- the situation succesfully thus far due 
vealed a slight fracture of a verte- |] to splendid cooperation on the part of 
brae. all employees. The New Year ap- 
proaches. What it holds for us and 
for our country no one knows, but of 
this we can be certain—to preserve our form of govern- 
ment and make America a safe place in which to live 
will require daily sacrifices for everyone. Gas ration- 
ing, food rationing, income taxes, war bond purchases— 
sure! and all cheerfully! 


Work is progressing in the in- 
We can’t all be soldiers on the battle field but we can 


stallation of a new Lincoln un- 
derground cable entrance. The 
all do our part at home to help win the war. 
—J. H. AGEE. 


| TIME MARCHES 
| BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


| 
Twenty-Five Years Ago 

A. S. Keckler, of the plant de- 
partment, has been appointed as 
supervisor of the switchboard de- 
partment. C. E. Cummings, 
'switchboardman, has been trans- 
ferred to the district plant chief’s 
office. 


So 


ee 


‘seventeen 400 pair original cables 
are being replaced with thirteen 
'1200 pair cables. 


Ten Years Ago 


| 
' Two new toll positions have 
/been added to the York switch- 
board. The installation was made 
by Herbert Jenkins, Francis Dar- 
nold and O. P. Knee. 

The Lincoln operators held a 
very successful “depression” party 
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DAVID CITY OFFICE 


FACES CAMERA 
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Were these David City area office pictures we bring to a close the series of area stories 
| which, it seemed to us, would be helpful in making employees better acquainted with 
the basic operating points in the Company’s territory. We hope we were successful. The 
David City area is rather close to the “News” editor’s heart, since he spent four years as 
a country editor in one of its towns. The area covers all of Butler county and, during the 
_writer’s years there, it was a genuine agricultural paradise. The rains came—and the wheat, 
‘corn, hogs and cattle followed each other to market in endless profusion. The area was hit 
hard by the dark days of depression and drouth, but a real come-back has been staged in 
recent years. The area headquarters are in David City (pop. 2,265), one of the most 
attractive county seat towns in Nebraska. Other towns served by our Company are Bell- 
wood, Brainard, Bruno, Dwight, Octavia, Rising City and Surprise. We have a total of 
32 employees in the area, and serve 1,695 telephones. Above we see: 1. The David City 
‘commercial office. At the desk are Shirley Johnson, cashier, and Vern Campbell, area man- 
ager. 2. The terminal room, with the famous and ever-smiling Andy Holt at the test- 
‘board. 3. The beautiful telephone building—a source of pride to every citizen of David 
City. 4. The traffic department. At the big board are: Doris Supancheck, instructor, 
Betty Michael, Betty Northway, Irene Swan, Genevieve Griffin, assistant chief operator, 
‘and Julia Hilger. At the desk is Chief Operator Moreane Alldritt. 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


‘ 
. 
Ewe 


Eastern District 


PRAVETTS RVIO? issoctate Ladito 


District Office 
- paad his 
XX from 


took 


KECKLER vacation 
November @ to November 22. 


| Thanksgiving 


in Wahoo. Ruth looked very nice in her 
new uniform and we all are mighty 
proud of her. She will complete her 
training in Fort Des Moines, Saturday, 
December 5. June Milow spent 
in Omaha. . A new 
who joined our Wahoo 
“gang” is Margaret Schroeder from 
Greenwood, Nebraska. She started her 
training December 1. We hope you like 


“hello girl” 


; your work Margaret. It’s a pleasure to 


‘have 


a | 


He spent his time working at home, 
taking care of the ‘‘odds and ends.” We 
rOould like to take this opportunity to 
ongratulate Art on the fine work he 
Gid in taking care of the Community 
Chest War Fund Drive. With splendid 
cooperation from the employees, our | 
Company went “Over the Top,” in 

bie way. The employees’ contributions 
for the vear of 1943 amounted to/| 
$2739.89. Effective, November 18, 
Roy Carlson became a “Grandpop.”’ He 
fel much older that he took the day 


“ect 


reported the next 
he climbed out of 


up. Roy 
that when 


vou with us. 


Weeping Water 
We were happy to have Humphrey 
Ash, who was home on a furlough, as a 
visitor on November 25. . . Margaret 
Baker started her vacation Monday, 
November 30. She will spend most of 
her time in Seward... . Mrs. Iva Clary 


spent her Thanksgiving Day in Otoe at 


the Nefsinger residence. Fern 
Davis, cashier, and Addalene Lorensen, 


chief operator, promise to go out and 
“paint the town red” so we will have 


} even heard his bones squeak a 
litthe—-Congratulations, Roy! 
Ashland 
Margaret Micloski, assistant chief | 
operator, has been transferred to the | 


Lineoln traffic department. Margaret is 
a fine operator 
to lose her at Ashland. ... Dora Moran 
is our new assistant chief operator, re- 


acine Margaret Micloski. 
David City 
We thought the contest was over 
when the girls outdid themselves get- 
ting all their scrap iron, but there seems 
to be another bit of competition up- 
stairs. This month’s winner is Elaine 


and we are all sorry | 


Marquis, who is now sporting a beau- | 


ring for that certain finger. Lucky 
fellow Raymond Siffring, now in 
Idaho with the Air Corps. Elaine was 
planning a trip to Idaho for her vaca- 
but Raymond home at the 
time. We doubt that if it was 
t State that interested Elaine, so 
chances are that the trip will be can- 
. Speaking of vacations, Doris 
Supeneheck spent her free days in 
North Platte with her sister.... Andy 
Holt thinks the cheapest way to travel 
have guests visit vou. His Navy 
vho was the object of much dis- 
cussion by all the girls, arrived to 
spend several days here. Andy's 
daughter from Springfield, Ilinois. 
spent a short vacation here. ‘“Kerky”’ 
little grandson, has definitely in- 
herited the interest in telephone work, 
and there was little that missed his eye. 
There is something that still puz- 
ew of us in the office—something 
besides the new tax increase! One 
morning Mr. Campbell came up the 
from the basement followed by 
What we'd like to know is this 
» thing a pet? 
S who muddled this daylight 
time schedule have to go 
work at eight. Miss Alldritt, chief op- 
that she enjoys seeing the 

the night shift now. 
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Nebraska City 

We have accounted 
genuine smile on Jean Jackson's face. 
Left hand, third finger tells you all 
you need know. -Congratulations, 
Velma Abker and Maxine 
have returned from their well 
vacations. Maxine spent some 
in Omaha and Velma was a Lin- 
visitor. Maxine Hunsicker 
spent the week-end of November 6 at 
her home in _ Invale. Recent 
Omaha shoppers were Kathryn Owens 
and Evelyn Letellier. . . 
of the month—‘‘Are we 
Clara Neuhalfen to the 


for that most 


to 


icintyre 


Mabee 


colin 


going to lose 


one else, in spite of the tact that it |. 
was his day. Dorothy Bertram 
-went to her home in. Ulysses for 


| Thanksgiving 


; 
' 
| 
} 


. We wonder if | 


to | 


/a little more news from Weeping Water 


next month. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Depariments 


Clara Jones, Associate Editor 


At last a holiday has finally arrived 
giving all the accounting department 
a chance to get an additional 40 winks 
or sleep. We have been so busy lately 
that a holiday is twice as welcome as 
usual. From ihe reports we hear, “Old 
Man Turkey” suffered more than any- 


and Charlotte Doolittle 
visited relatives at Cortland. ... Anne 
Keegan has suddenly become very pop- 
ular since she confidentially told a 
couple of the girls that she bought 
chicken for guests who found they 
would be unable to visit her. One can 
always count on the accounting de- 
partment to help out in a crisis such 
as that. Vacations still seem 10 
Nang over our heads at each turn o£ 
the calendar. Ruth Brown of the dis- 
bursement section took some vacation 
last week. She tells us she rested a bit 
and did more or less as she pleased. 
We happened to know one day of her 
vacation was spent in showing a cer- 
tain soldier through Robber’s cave here 
in Lincoln. That doesn’t sound like a 
bad idea at all to the rest of us and 
it is just probable Robber’s cave may 
become quite the popular place again. 

.. Maybe we should toss a coin to see 
who is enjoying Bette Murphy’s vaca- 


tion the most, Bette or we girls who 
work with her. Don’t get us wrong! 
We think Bette is swell and who 


wouldn't? She made the order depart- 
ment feel just like a soldier getting a 


/box from home the other day, and was 


it welcome. Bette fixed a box of home- 


made cookies and a batch of fudge and 


sent it down for us to enjoy. Take it 
from us, we think Bette deserves more 
and longer vacations. . To Thelma 
Koch of the billing unit, and Corporal 


James Verno of the Lincoln Air Base, 


'the accounting department employees. | 
. The mystery /.. 


W.A.A.C.’S?” | 


Good luck Clara, we'll certainly miss | 
vou. 
Seward 

The employees of the Seward area 
gave a farewell party for Mr. Mavel 
on Thursday, November 19, and bid 
him good-bye Tuesday morning, De- 
ecember 1, when he left for his new 
home in California. We wish him a 


very successful trip and hope he will 
be happy. He will be missed very much 
everyone. His sunny disposition, 
patience, and understanding will long 
be remembered. . We also wish to 
extend our heartiest welcome to Chris 
Haberman our new area manager... . 
Ivan Haith, better known as *’Mable,” 
did a splendid job operating the Gar- 
land switchboard when the chief op- 
erator, Mrs. Myers fell and injured her 


“ae 
OY 


arm. Dorothy Lange and Alma 
Grigsby attended the Nebraska-Kan- 


sas football game Saturday, November 
22 Virginia Preston visited the 
Wahoo office Sunday, November 29. 
Virginia also completed her student 
training December 1. . Diek Man- 
ners is a Red Cross instructor at the 
Hughes Brothers Companv....A cer- 
tain overator of the Seward force 
seems to be setting absent-minded. For 
further details consult Lydia Kriegs- 
nauser, chief operator. 
Syracuse 
Joyce Tucker spent her vacation 
visiting friends in Lincoln, Nehawka, 
and Omaha. She returned home a bit 
tired and “broke,” but nevertheless 
she was happy. . Mrs. Marguerite 


Lockhart spent November 16 in Omaha. | 


Sophia Windels, chief operator, 
been working “double-duty”’ for 
the past few weeks. The hardest job 
comes after office hours because her 
little two year old niece has been stay- 
ing with her. Keeping “Sunny” away 


hac 
Liclo 


from the telephone keeps Miss Windels | 


hopping. 
Wahoo 
Although news seems to be rather 
searce this month, the work certainly 
nas been plentiful. Hazel Fraley, 
operator, took her vacation from No- 


vember 2 to the 11. She visited friends | 


in Lincoln, Ceresco and Wahoo. 
Ruth Trutna, former operator and now 


a member of the W.A.A.C.’s spent the 


week-end of November 28 at her home ' 


who were married November 15, may 
we extend our best wishes for a life- 
time of happiness. The wedding took 
place at the home of Thelma’s parents 
in Blue Springs. Thelma was presented 
with a beautiful blue bedspread from 


. Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Judge, of Chi- 
cago, were guests one evening a short 
time ago at the home of Lilia and 


| Dewey Nelson. Mr. Judge, who does 
/some auditing annually around our 
Company, is in Lincoln on other bus- 
_ iness. . Welcome to Leota Kastens 
who is now employed in the accounts 
/unit.... Patricia Flynn of the printing 
service unit was a late vacationer this 
year. Pat spent her vacation close to 
| her home but it seemed like it agreed 
' with her because she returned looking 
| tip-top. . Lavern Johnson certainly 
did her best to upset.order in the office 
one morning last week; however, La- 
| vern was the one who upset. She was 
| going into the billing room and slipped, 
| narrowly missing a fall. Not content 
with that, a little later in the morn- 
ing she took a real tumble right at the 
feet ot the one and only I. J. Devoe. 
| There is a little doubt as to which one 
of the two was the most surprised but 
we know who was the most embarras- 
| sed. Laverne said her heels were slick. 
'Could be. 
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Construction Department 
L. C. Jenkins, Associate Editor 

John Eisenbarth reports to us that his 
boy was on the alreratt carrier, the 
| Hornet, which was recentiy sunk by 
'the Japs. Jack reports that no word 
| has been receivea, eitner good or bad. 
... Lieut. Thad Cone or tiie Army Sig- 
| Mal Corps was a recent visitor. He is 
due to report back 10 rort Monmouth, 
in New Jersey, tor turther training and 
| receive his assignment. . A more 
recent draftee is Donavin Frankforter. 
Mr. Kapke and Mr. Christensen 
resigned to seek other employment... . 
' Herman Studier, city toreman, Lincoln, 
has been supervising some tree trim- 
ming on the toll lead south on 14th 
street. . Joy Dobbs, our inspector, 
has been working in and out of Be- 
atrice tor about three months due to 
some plant rebuilding there. . We 
are all glad to know that Harry Moss 
has returned to work. Harry Moss and 
George Hansen are working on the toll 
lead out of David City. . Working 
out of Fairbury are Art Holcomb and 
Swede Foster. ... Brick Smith and his 
gang are working on the toll routine 
out of Lincoln. . .. William Conn re- 
cently finished his work at the Ne- 
braska Ordnance Plant and has re- 
ported back to Lincoln. . Wendell 
Combs and his crew have been doing 
routine work out of Hastings. ... Cart 
Hedstrom as usual is forever hunting 
trouble, but the trouble is always in 
the cable. Carl can easily zip into the 
cable now, since he has with him a 
“Zipp.” .... Vaughan Baum recently 
worked on cable maintenance in Ne- 
braska City. He had as his helper Les 
Shirey. Les, as most of you know, is the 
gentleman who tried to outrun a Rock 
Island train. ... Paul Schmeltzer and 
his curly headed _ assistant, Clyde 
Boyles, have been supervising the con- 
struction work in the various army en- 
terprises such as Fairmont, Bruning, 
Geneva and Mead. This leaves the 
blunt of the heavy thinking on Bob 
Clifford, the chief clerk, while they are 
gone. . Earl Eichorn and his one- 
man gang are trimming trees on the 
toll lead near Adams... . Vera Baade 
has more reasons perhaps than one for 
wanting to go to Omaha, but one rea- 
son is all that matters. Her boy friend 
is getting his C. P. T. training there. 
ts Madelon Weldon is looking for- 
| ward to the Christmas week-end when 
i|she will be going home. Her home is 
'in Sioux City, Iowa. 
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General Offices 
Christine Witt, Associate Editor 


Mrs. Bob Kalhorn, formerly Mary 
Giunta, Leavenworth, Kansas, visited 
the General Offices Thursday, Novem- 
ber 5. She is a former employee of the 
general commercial department. 
Bonnie Nelson, general commercial de- 
partment, vacationed from November 
16 to November 27. Part of her time 
was spent in a dentist chair—now who 
would call that a pleasant place? 


Supply Departmeni 
John Reed, Associate Editor 


Lars Jensen resigned on November 
15 to start in the heat-treating division 
of the Elastic Stop-Nut Company. Lars 
was employed here as a blacksmith for 
twelve years. We are genuinely sorry to 
see an old friend and a skilled worker 
leave our ranks. We wish you happi- 
ness in your new work, Lars, and hope 
you will drop in to see us occasionally. 
... Joseph Krhounek, who started here 
as warehouseman last July, also re- 
signed about the same time to take a 
position at the Elastic Stop-Nut Com- 
pany. .... Newcomers to the general 
shop and storeroom are William G. 
Murphy and Robert Wholberg, appren- 
tice shopmen, and Dale Devries, ware- 
houseman, all starting here about No- 
vember 23. We also welcome Earl 
Boesiger and Chis Christopolus as new 
employees in the Lincoln garage. Earl 
is replacing Glen Leach as night garage 
serviceman, who resigned on November 
23. Chris is working here on a part- 
time basis. . . . Since November 16, Ted 
Nyden of the service department has 
been doing light work in the general 
shop. Ted says he is recuperating from 
a ten-day lay up in the Lincoln Gen- 
eral hospital. Ted says he is feeling 
pretty near up to par and expects to re- 
turn to his regular duties around De- 
cember 7. As for Thanksgiving 
“doings,’’ most of the folks around here 
seemed to prefer home and fireside 
and as big a Thanksgiving dinner as 
rationing and food shortages would per- 
mit. However, we know of at least two 
boys in the shop who went out of town 
over Thanksgiving day, Richard Grant 
and Weldon Maxfield. Dick and his 
family spent Thanksgiving with his 
brother, Welton, a former supplier who 
was transferred to Beatrice as combin- 
ationman early this year. ‘“‘Red”’ took his 
family to Weeping Water to enjoy a 
turkey dinner with Mrs. Maxfield’s 
parents. Following a customary ar- 
rangement, their son, Richard, stayed 
with his grandparents over the week- 
end and returned home Sunday, No- 
vember 29. Donald Rutledge re- 
minded us that there was yet two 
weeks of pheasant hunting in Novem- 
ber by telling us about his hunting trip 
to Walthill on November 21. By the 
time he had brought down three pheas- 
ants with his trusty gun, he was so 
cold that he sought the refuge of his 
coupe and spent the rest of a very 
miserable afternoon listening over his 
car radio to the Iowa State Sea Hawks 
licking the stuffing out of our Corn- 
huskers. . .. We checked up to find out 
who else went hunting and discovered 
the same bunch composed of W. Rosen- 
thal, Kent Eno, Ray Sherman, and 
Wesley Haase went to Huntington for 
another try at pheasant shooting the 
week-end of November 21. The only 
thing that went wrong was that Kent 
became ill Monday morning and could- 
n’t get to work until later in the day. 
It seems that Kent had ranged the 
fields with his farmer friend all day 
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|epistle from Pvt. Boyd Wedgwood that ‘ 


except 
Uncle Sam, lays a finger on him, finds 
him with pulse, 
son, you’re a_ soldier.’’ 
erstwhile correspondent with a glow of 
his recent well-deserved promotion from 


Sunday, walking about’ twenty-five 
miles, and the long trek was a ‘‘bit’’ too 
much for him. ‘Five Shot’? Sherman 
remarked that Kent should have stayed 
up all the night before with the friend 
to “hold him down” the next day!... 
Herbert Huddleston is proudly display- 
ing a three-star button. His third son, 
W. R. “Bill’, Huddleston of the con- 
struction department joined the Mar- 
ines on November 3 and is now located 
at the U. S. M. C. Base, San Diego, 
California. . W. T. Backus dropped 
in on one of his rare visits to renew 
acquaintance with his old friends at 
the warehouse on November 27. 
We were glad to see Lieut. T. C. Cone 
on his visit here November 25. Thad 
was in Lincoln on a short leave, but he 
had time for more than just a few 
words with each one of us. He men- 
tioned that William Morris, a former 
supplier who is now in the same cadre 
with him, is doing fine. Thad is sta- 
tioned at Fort Monmouth, Red Bank, 
New Jersey, at the present time. 
We have had letters from suppliers in 
the armed services, among them a short 


announced he was soon to be on his 
way somewhere overseas. Pvt. Allan 
Behm wrote us from Eagle Pass, Texas, 
about November 17, where he is taking 
ground crew training. We also heard 
from Gay T. Henderson, who is now at 
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, where he 
is in the 803rd Signal Service Regiment 
and taking advanced officer’s train- 
ing. He graduated from the officer’s 
preparatory school at Camp Crowder, 
Missouri, about November l. . . You 
folks doubtless remember our mention- 
ing several suppliers taking the Ajir 
Raid Warden’s course. After all the 
trouble we took to learn something 
about precautions to take in possible 
air raids, and we were ready to as- 
sume whatever duties that might come 
our way, we found that Wesley Haas, 
who didn’t take the course, had stepped 
ahead of us and was now block war- 
den in his precinct. We are completely 
crushed! Mrs. Ila Wylder spent 
Thanksgiving Day and the week follow- 
ing with her husband in Detroit, Michi- 
gan, where Mr. Wylder is taxing a 
short course in an automobile factory, 
in connection with his army aviation 
training. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 

Well, this is just one more thing 
you can blame A. Schnicklegruber for. 
Here we were all set up in fine shape 
with Bill Quinn doing a bang up job 
writing this monthly squib and every- 
body happy and _ satisfied (probably 
Quinn), when along comes 
“Come on, 
And so your 


and says 


a mere correspondent to an associate 
editor still upon him, totters off to the 
army with all our blessings and well 
wishes for a speedy return. And after 
all those years we get this job shoved 
back in our lap. Sherman was right. 
... Perhaps this is hardly the time and 
place to say things like this about 
Quinn, but we have heard a few re- 
marks dropped now and then about 
him that we believe need clearing up. 
Occasionally in his column he _ has 
made statements about members of the 
local office clan not strictly what you 
might term on the complimentary side. 
We’re not saying things weren’t de- 
served, but you know how people are, 
they take things like that to heart. 


1. H. G. “Heinie” Taedter, combintionman at Hebron, ina characteristic pose. Everyone in the Western district knowns “Heinie,” and 
thinks the world of him. 2. Lieut.Waldo J. McDowell, formerly of the Lincoln business office and now “in there pitching” for Uncle Sam. 
He began his service in the Army Specialists Corps, but his since been transferred into the regular Army. 3. Dick Hartley, of the Lin- 


coln service department and sonof Joe Hartley, commercial department artist. 


Dick recently joined the Army and is now at Camp 


Barkeley, Texas. 4. Lieut. Adrian Newens, formerly of the Lincoln business office, was snapped while back home recently on a furlough. 
He is in a Signal Corps officer’s training school in New Jersey. 5. Meet Pauline Eaton, toll operator at Ashland. 6. An interesting camera 


study of Mrs. Florence Buchanan, operator, Lincolm. 
ment, Lincoln. A bright and alert baby if ever we saw one! 
Phil Garvey, formerly of the supply department. Phil is stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas. 


7. Presenting Steven Thomas Knee, adopted son of William Knee, supply depart- 
8. We really are “rolling” in soldier pictures this month. Here’s Sergeant 
9. Hazel Nichols, chief operator at Tecumseh, 


proves she can stay on a horse by riding an equine in the Johnson County Fair parade! 
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And as a result we have heard several 
express themselves to the effect that 
Quinn is a snake. Now we consider our- 
selves an authority on snakes, after 
years of association with Schlentz, 
Egan, Walroth, and Eggerss, to mention 
only a few, and we don’t think people 
should go around saying things like 
that about anybody. Personally, we 
wouldn't go so far as to call Quinn a 
snake. There is one point, however, 
that we would like cleared up in our 
mind and that is, why does he always 
coil when he sits down? Bert 
Overcash and Harry Gore were among 
the late vacationers, Bert going to 
North Platte to visit Bert (not double 
talk, it’s his son) and Harry tried to 
get in a little golf but found the going 
tough. Paul Bassett and Lloyd 
Cleveland also were listed among the 
missing last month but we don’t know 
if they were sick or on a vacation and 
if so where they went or what they did 
and care less. ... Your correspondent 
also took a vacation thinking it would 
be a good time to get out of town 
after the directories were delivered. 
. Newcomers last month were Lila 
Bowen and Fern Etmund, both of 
whom are working at counter assign- 
ments... . While we were sitting here 
sweating out these lines we were 
pleasantly surprised to have Howard 
Spahnle drop in to say ‘‘Hello.” He said 
the army gave him a furlough and he 
thought he would come back and 
make one last try to find that “Robb” 
install. He said Uncle Sam was treat- 
ing him fine and actually beamed when 
he spoke. Now, when we say “beamed” 
you should keep in mind that it was 
Spahnle doing the beaming and apply 
the term accordingly. We can say for 
sure, however, that his mouth quirked. 
He reports also that Newens and Mor- 
ris are coming along in fine shape in 
the service. Speaking of Newens, one 
will get you five that the old army 
wheeze about the quartermaster ask- 
ing the rookie how he wants his 
clothes, too big or to little, will be a 
thing of the past now. We can just im- 
agine the expression of gloom on the 
sergeant’s face when Newen’s shuffled 
in and he started wheeling out the 
shoes. There wouldn’t be any such 
thing as “too big” there. Not with those 
feet. Seriously, the boys in the 
service know, of course, that all of us 
are for them one hundred per cent and 
that we wish them the best. The old 
place just doesn’t seem the same any- 
more, no fooling. We would even be 
glad to see McDowell walk in. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Helen McMeen, Associate Editor 


Add this to your “whodunites’”’: Dur- 
ing one of the infrequent lulls in toll 
business a supervisor noticed one of 
the operators squirming about and 
scratching her back in the most un- 
dignified manner. Upon being ques- 
tioned the girl merely pointed to a 
compartment above her position la- 
beled SCRATCH—and that is what she 
was doing. ... ‘‘Who are they?” Let’s 
get acquainted with Margaret Micloski 
transferred from Ashland, Helen Phil- 
lips from York, Beth Schoenholtz from 
Fairbury, Mrs. Lola Willett, formerly 
of Superior, Donna Armstrong and 
Dorothy Haneline from Auburn, and 
Mrs. Wanda Rankin, a former operator 
in this office. .. . Minnie Paul is mak- 
ing toll operators of Dorothy Grafton, 
Dorothea Holley, Norma Rupprecht, 
Wave Smith and Maxine McBride. 
Louise Porter instructs Joan Welch, 
Mary McGinnis, Mabel Volpp, and Mil- 
dred Schultz. ... “Have you heard?” 
Helen ‘Stars in Her Eyes” Terry got 
that way from wearing a new diamond. 
Maxine Nuemann and Marie Winters 
have that “out of this world” look for 
the same reason. Mrs. Marie Adams on 
vacation in California must have pas- 
sed Zeta Thomas on her way back from 
that state. It’s no military secret that 
a one man unit of the armed forces 
helped Zeta find Salt Lake City enter- 
taining. ... Frances Peterson and Mar- 
jorie Randall spent their vacation at 
home. . Mary Ormand found Chi- 
cago to be an excellent playground for 
a late autumn vacation. . Virginia 
McCarthy always manages an out of 
town trip on her week-end off—the 
last one was to Sioux City to visit her 


parents, . Marian Nieman went to 
Celina, Ohio on her vacation, while 
Medora Harriger, Gertrude Knoble, 


Dorothy Nelson, and Lois True rested 
up for another year’s work. 


Southern District 
Harlan Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Karina Jezewski, cashier, is spending 
her vacation in sunny California visit- 
ing her daughter, Joan. Dorothy 
Haneline and Donna Armstrong have 
been transferred to Lincoln. We wish 
you girls lots of luck in your new job. 


Beatrice 


Gertrude Amis is a new member of 
the ‘third finger left hand club.” .. . 
Mary Lee spent her vacation at home 
resting. . . . We understand that Edith 
Franz journeyed to Texas to see a cer- 
tain soldier. . . . Virginia Goble is re- 
covering very nicely from a major op- 
eration. We hope she will be back with 
us soon. Pearl Seefken returned 
from her vacation on crutches. It seems 
she fell off of a bicycle and reinjured 
an old injury. But we are happy to say 
that she has thrown those crutches 
away now. ... Wilma Grupe spent her 
vacation in Pawnee City the first part 
of November. 


Brock 
We welcome Elizabeth Kennedy as a 
new operator. 
Crab Orchard 


Bertha Sharp visited in Auburn, Lib- 
erty, Wymore and Beatrice during the 
week-end of October 30, and was a Lin- 
coln visitor Saturday, November 7, and 
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ebraska City visitor during the week 
November 9. 


Cook 
of October 31 visiting at Peru. ... 


erator at Cook. 
Douglas 
Emma Bradley was a Lincoln visitor 
Thursday, October 22. 


Fairbury 


Beth Schoenholz has peen transferred | 


fo tne Lincoim iractic aepartment... 
~ear! Bishop spent a tew days in Lin- 
eOium at a Biue iriang:e Conterence a 
rew weeks ago... . Sin sundy has been 
nome ill the past weex... . Lhe twatic 
aepartment neta a pot-:uck supper No- 
vemper-3, but were interrupted by an 
unseheduied biacx-out, The city 
er tailed, causing every light in town 
Lio go out. 


Friend 
-s. Chris Haberman were 
tie guests or honor at a party given 
by the employees of 
change at the home of 
Mary Eurich. Mrs. Wirthel from Cor- 
dova was an out-o1-town guest. 
Haberman is leaving tor Seward where 
he will take over as area manager. Mr. 
and Mrs. Haberman were presented 
with a gift and every one had an en- 
‘ovable time... . Kose Halligan, from 
Shelby, visited in our oftice during the 
month. ... Nona Brusnahan spent No- 
vember 10 and 1i in Lincoln... . Mrs. 
Alice Peters entertained her cousin, 
Max Crooker, trom fort Bragg, North 
Carolina at her home November 14 and 
15. 

Humboldt 

Mary Meister spent November 6 in 
Falis City, shopping. ... Catherine Gli- 
lan, chief operator, was absent from 
work Monday on account of illness... 
Bob Bruun is a new employee in our 
plant department. Welcome Bob. . 
Betty Burow spent Thursday, Novem- 
ber 5 in Auburn visiting friends. 


Johnson 
Irene Ray, chief operator-cash- 
Jacquelyn and 


Mrs. 
ier, and daughters, 


Shirley, were Lincoln visitors, Novem- | 


9. 


bes 


ber 
Steinauer 

Ray Divis, son of Mrs. Bridget Divis 
was home on a ten day leave trom the 
Great Lakes Training School during 
the week of October 25. Bridget Divis 
visited at Wahoo and Colon during the 
week-end of October 31. ... Gladys 


Lineoln October 31.... Gladys Neugel- 
bauger was at Burchard from Novem- 
ber 6 until November 9 working for 
Mrs. Wilcox. 
Sterling 

Mable Wevyers returned from her va- 

eation November 2. 
Tecumseh 

The Fowlers attended a family din- 
ner at Weeping Water Sunday, October 
25. ...Erma Hruska was a visitor over 
the week-end of November 1... . Don- 
na Philipps resigned November 1 to 
accept a position in Lincoln. ... The 
Fowlers spent Saturday, November 7 
visiting in Weeping Water and they en- 
tertained company from Wilbur No- 
vember 9. . Chas. B. Meshier atten- 
ded the football game in Lincoln, No- 
vember 7... . Aileen Morrissey, Marie 
Murphy and C. B. Meshier attended the 
football game in Auburn, November 
ll. . .. Patty Baird, of Lincoln, was a 
Tecumseh visitor over the week-end 
of November 14. ... Lincoln visitors 
during the month were: Hazel Nichols, 
the Wait family, Berniece Robb, Edna 
Ragon, Golda Thompson. . Melva 
Wright is the new student operator 
at Tecumseh beginning November 7. 
Welcome to the force, Melva. 

Wilbur 

Laura Dvorak and Viola Knapp have 
resigned this month. Laura is attending 
a business school in Lincoln, and Viola 
is seeking new employment... . Evelyn 
Zeleny has been reemployed in the 
traffic department. . Lioyd Miller 
and family spent the week-end of No- 
vember 7 visiting relatives in Falls 
City, and at the J. P. Fowler home in 
Tecumseh....T. W. Ryan and family 
visited relatives in Lincoln, November 
7. . .. Lumir Vosika and Mrs. Vosika 
attended the student nurses gradua- 
tion exercises at Lincoln November 19. 
Mr. Vosika’s sister, Anne, was one oO: 
the student nurses graduating. 


Wymore 


Irene Wondra resigned her position 
with the Company and accepted a po- 
sition with the Telephone Company at 
Wichita, Kansas. ... Welcome to our 
force: Frances Buresh to the traffic de- 
partment and Gene Vineyard to the 
plant department. . On Thursday 
evening the entire force gathered in 
the Company basement honoring our 
chief operator, Mrs. Kenneth Floyd, 
forrnerly Neva Ferguson. A very de- 
lightful evening was spent and Mrs. 
Fioyd was presented with a lovely gift. 
Mr. Floyd has joined the C B’s con- 
struction unit of the Navy, and will be 
called into service sometime in Decem- 
ber. . Friday was really a hectic 
day in our office. Manager Roy Mills 


was like a hen on a hot rock waiting | 


for the 5 o’clock whistle to blow so he 
could go pheasant hunting. 
Ager returned from his vacation safe 
and sound and reported lots of good 
hunting. ... Imogene Robertson and 
Viola Dunn visited in Denver and 
Camp Carson, Colorado where Imo- 
gene's “One and Only” is stationed. 
Now Imogene flutters around like a 
little fairy. 


Western District 
Ralph Wait, Associate Editor 
Bruning 


The first part of November, Corp. 
Darrell Cornell of Salina, Kansas, spent 
a ten day furlough with his mother, 
Mrs. Maude Lindeman. 


Helen Jones was a 


rs. Ida Townsend spent the week- | 


; Clara Leach is the new relief op- | 


pow- | 


the Friend ex- | 
Hotilda anda) 


Mr. | 


‘| students are Misses Roberts, 


. Myr. | 


Carleton 


Mrs. Evalena Simmerman is the new 
chief operator-cashier at Carleton re- 
placing Mrs. Lydia Denzin who resigned 
/and moved to Clay Center. 


Deweese 
Mary Harvanek has returned from 
the hospital where she underwent a 


| major operation. ... Mrs. Nora Werner 
| has been confined to her home because 
of illness. 


Hastings Commercial 


Only one girl from the commercial 
had her vacation this 


| department 


-| month. Bette Duncan spent ten days in 


/Chicago, visiting Mrs. Lamoine Stiner. 
_... Working as relief during Miss Dun- 
can’s vacation, we had with us Mrs. 
Colwell, nee Twila Heinrichs, a former 
coll operator. 


Hastings Plant 


The only news from this department 
is that our correspondent, “Buck” Isa- 
man, is reported being in his second 
childhood and confined to his home 
with a case of chicken pox. 


Hastings Traffic 


Beth Borley has returned from a 
/ week's vacation spent in Texas. While 
there she aitenaed the graduation ex- 
-ercises for her prother at Kelly Field. 

. Mrs. Stephenson has returned to 
{resume her auties as chief operator 
'after a leave ox absence spent mostly 
in California. ... Minnie Schlitt spent 
the week-end in Lincoln attending 
the Kansas-Nebraska game. ... Sev- 
‘eral more giris have lett our ranks. 
Jean Randail and Cherole Lindberg 
‘have returned to their home town, 
'Clay Center. Miss Randall is now em- 
‘ployed as bookkeeper for the Clay 
Center Lumber Co. ... Gladys Wilson, 
a former operator, is now living in 
|Twin Falls, tdaho. ... New toll opera- 
/ tors are Misses Heins and Johnson, who 
were transferred here from York... . 


‘| Our new toll students are Misses Gross- 


| hans and Zimmerman. . 


. . New local 
Heeren, 
'and Brown. ... Mrs. Adams, the for- 
/mer Vera Lakin, and Mrs. Komarek, 
the former Christine Kalberg, have re- 
‘turned to help out temporarily during 


the training period. 
Hebron 


| Lucile Poppe has resigned from the 
_traffic department and is enjoying a 
| visit in Fortland, Oregon. ... Mary 
Bethscheider, operator, has returned 
home after undergoing an operation at 
| Rochester, Minnesota. Carlean 
| Bartling is the new operator in the 
| traffic department. . . . Dorothy God- 
berson, a former operator at Hebron, 
lis a “helper-outer’ in the traffic de- 
partment. ... F. E. Behm and C. W. 
Boyles of Lincoln were visitors here 
October 23. 


Nelson 


| Margaret Farver and Melba Brown 
spent the week-end of November 14 in 
Lincoln. ... 
operator, has resigned to accept a po- 
sition in Lincoln. . . . Edith Cottam is 
the new relief operator and Faye 
Whiteley has been promoted to night 
operator. 


Osceola 


, Aletha Lewis, assistant chief operator, 
‘returned to work November 23 after 
| having spent a week’s vacation at 
| home. Maxine Herbes, cashier, 
| spent the week-end of November 21 
-in Omaha. 


Polk 


The Polk ‘gad-abouts” begin their 
news reel this time with Leona Mc- 


'Connell, chief operator, spending a 
few days this month visiting in 
‘Davenport, Iowa. We are wonder- 


| ing why the frequent visits east, but 
rumor tells us a soldier boy from the 
south was also in that vicinity. ... 
Linnea Ekdahl was a Grand Island vis- 
itor November 21. We also hear that she 
spent the week-end of November 15 
visiting in Omaha. ... Arlene Wright 
| visited the dentist at Stromsburg, No- 
| vember 17... . Rose Ehn was a York 
visitor November 21, and Clara Ander- 
| son a Central City visitor November 23. 


Stromsburg 


The vacation season was brought to 
‘a close this month with Edith Mat- 
'tson, chief operator, enjoying her two 
week’s at home. . Estella Fisher, 
night operator, also spent the second 
week of her vacation at home. 
Ruth Swanson, cashier, was a Hastings 
visitor the week-end of October 31. 


Superior 


Area Manager Frank F. Kubat has 
returned after a week’s vacation spent 
| hunting and taking a few short trips 
within the state. .... Cozie Bruckert, 
| assistant chief operator, spent a week- 
end shopping in Omaha and Lincoln. 
te, . Mrs. Frances Stuck and Melba 
| Richards, chief operator, spent a day 
| shopping in Hastings recently. 
Frances Harmon, operator, also spent 
a day in Hastings. It sounds like maybe 
ithe girls are buying warm woolens in 
preparation for the cold winter months. 
.. . Eleanor Hensell, operator, has been 
|on the sick list. .. . The girls in the 
'traffic department had a Hallowe’en 
‘party. The decoration and entertain- 
| ment were in accord with the festive 
‘night. While on the treasure hunt, the 
girls, seeking their treasure, were at a 
|loss to know the safe way so decided 
/on the funeral home which was wrong. 


Sutton 


Iris Barbee, Mildred Schleiger, and 
|'Mrs. Lillian McDonald are newcomers 
‘to the Sutton traffic force. . . Iris 
'Barbee will really miss the Friday 
‘night dances. I wonder why? .. . All 
‘operators to the traffic department 
'were definitely panicky the morning 
'of November 25. Coal dust did its best 
'to make us look like “darkies.” .. . 
|Friday the 13th proved unlucky for 
'“Sateh,”’ our faithful messenger boy. 
He was struck by a car, the result be- 
ing a pelvic injury. He was confined to 
the Hastings hospital for a week... . 
The first of November, G. A. Stuart, 
area manager, was called to Colby, 
Kansas, to the funeral services of his 


| brother-in-law. ... Noma Grobe of the. 


Melba Brown, our night | 
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| commercial department attended the 
| dedication ceremonies of the Q. O. 
| Ordnance Corporation at Grand Island. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Jack Mankamyer and 
family spent Thanksgiving Day visiting 
/relatives in Grand Island. 


York 


For four days the secret was kept. 
Then someone who knew someone else 
who had seen a Columbus paper and 
noticed a small item therein testifying 
|as to the marriage license of one Phyl- 
lis Marble and Howard Cooper of York 
| told! Lorene Gunlack and Maxine Bar- 
'rett were co-hostesses at a shower 

honoring “Peggy” the evening of No- 
vember 23, during which the honoree 
/wore herself out breaking balloons and 
hunting gifts. ‘It was worth the effort, 
| however,” she affirmed. . . . In honor 
he Mabel Johnson and Arlene Heins, 
| who were transferred to Hastings, a 
party was held October 28. The girls 
were presented with gifts as tokens of 
our affection and a symbol of the good 
luck and happiness we're wishing for 
them in their new work... . Bill Mou- 
den served notice on the catfish in the 
Blue River that he wouldn’t be down 
to interfere with them for the duration. 
Why? On account of the four gallons 
a week. In fact all the men, as well as 
the girls, are having their shoes re- 
soled, and as Fire Chief Mehuron would 
Say, are “oiling our ankles.” ... With 
hearts looking toward a future ‘White 
Christmas” and a hope that the deepest 
and truest meaning of the day brings 
to us, we wish everyone a Merry. 
Christmas this year. 


December Service 
Anniversaries 


Bertha Sharp, Crab Orchard. 
Thirty Years 
R. I. Schouborg, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Margie Grewell, Exeter. 
Twenty-Four Years 
L. A. Stacy, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Grace Walker, Bradshaw. 
Twenty-One Years 
G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Nineteen Years 
| 


Edith Schleiger, Sutton; P. R. 
Winscot, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
L. C. Hutchison, Lincoln; Hazel 


| Nichols, Tecumseh. 
Fifteen Years 


R. H. Spohn, Lincoln; Oscar 
Lewis, Lincoln; Carrie William- 
‘son, Lincoln. 


Fourteen Years 
E. J. Schemmerhorn, Wymore. 
Thirteen Years 


H. W. Potter, Lincoln; C. E. 
Harp, Lincoln; R. R. Rauch, Lin- 
coln; George Schwindt, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 


_ Anna Deets, Alexander; Jess El- 
lis, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 
Marie Murphy, Tecumseh. 
Eight Years 
L. M. Miller, Wilber; 
Lane, Wymore. 
Seven Years 
Louise Adams, Auburn; Pearl 


Bishop, Fairbury; Bertha Som- 
mer, Utica. 


| 
} 
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Milly 


“Happiness Ahead” 


NNOUNCEMENT has been 
made of the wedding of 
Neva Ferguson to Kenneth 


District and Area 


Central District 


Eastern District— 
David City 
Nebraska City 
Plattsmouth 
Seward 


Southern District— 
Auburn 
Beatrice 
Fairbury 


Western District— 
Geneva 
Hastings 
Hebron 
Stromsburg 
Superior 
Sutton 


—————— A ees 


Gain or Loss 
for November, 1942 January 1, 1942 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


‘Floyd, which took place in 
‘March, 1939. Neva is an em- 
ployee in the Wymore traffic 
| department. 

eo @ 

Harriette Pennington, Au- 
burn traffic, and Orval Old- 
ham, were married Thursday, 
November 12. The ceremony 
took place at the Methodist 
parsonage in Auburn; Rev. 
Handel Collier officiating. 


Jessie Reid, Fairbury traf- 
fic, was united in marriage to 
Corp. Wm. E. Laswell of Camp 

Funston, Kansas, at Manhat- 
| 


tan, Kansas. The ceremony 
took place Saturday, Novem- 
ber 7, 1942 at the Methodist 
church. 


e@ ® 
Thelma Koch, accounting 
department, Lincoln, and 


Corp. James Verno were mar- 
ried November 15. The wed- 
ding took place at the home of 
the bride’s parents in Blue 
Springs; Rev. 
ficiated. 


Bangert  of- 


Phyllis Marie Marble, York 
traffic, was united in marriage 
to Howard Cooper, also of 
York. The marriage took 
place at Columbus, November 
10, 1942. They will make their 
home in York. 


“Journey's End” 


'Q\O THE bereaved ones who 
+ are left to mourn, we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy from 
the employees of this Com- 
pany. 

ISACC N. HALVERSTADT, 
_ father of Irbie Halverstadt, 
combinationman at Tecum- 
seh, passed away October 
31. Funeral services were 
| November 4, at Elk Creek, 
_ Rev. H. A: Feldman officiat- 


| ing. 


| 
World's Largest 


= largest single switch- 
board in the world—a pri- 
vate exchange big enough to 
service a city of 125,000—has 
tte hooked up in the new 
Army Pentagon Building in 
Arlington, Va., thus providing 
‘opportunity for enough wrong 
‘numbers to make Alexander 
‘Graham Bell toss in his tomb. 
There’s never been anything 


quite like the Army’s new call 
board. It is the child of months 
‘of research by the Bell Co., 
and the finished. product will 
occupy some 32,000 square feet 
of space. Have a few statis- 
tics: 

The exchange will require 
800 operators and supervisors, 
and will serve upwards of 16,- 
| 000 main telephone stations. A 
‘hundred and twenty-five op- 


Station Statistics 


Since 
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erators will be plugging calls 
simultaneously, and the 145 
switchboard positions will re- 
quire 370 incoming trunk lines, 
200 outgoing lines, 340 direct 
tie lines to other government 
departments, 100 inter-depart- 
mental tie lines, and 200 long 
distance loops. Whew! Army’s'| 
got phones that jingle, jangle, 
jingle... 

It takes a hardy girl to hold 
down any governmental 
switchboard these days, and 
Army’s about the toughest of 
them all. The old Army board, 
about one-fourth as_ large, 
handled a daily average of 95,- 
000 incoming calls, 100,000 out- 
going calls, 125,000 branch-to- 
branch calls and something 
like 2,000 long distance calls, 
which is a mess of conversa- 
tion if anyone should ask you. 


To give you some idea of the 
immense engineering job re- 
quired for the installation of 
the new board, 12 submarine 
cables, weighing over 250 tons, 
were laid across the Potomac 
river from Washington to Ar- 
lington. The Pentagon build- 
ing itself houses 68,000 miles—. 
count ’em—of connecting wire. 

The telephone industry, like 
everything else, has traveled 
a far piece since the last war. | 


Good Excuse! 

A BELL System employee, | 
now in the navy, made 

this very convincing explan- 

ation for overstaying his leave 

of absence, according to “Long 

Lines” magazine: 


December, 1942 


decided to repair the silo be- 
cause he had to get his corn in 
it. I rigged up a barrel hoist to 
the top. Then we hauled. up 
several hundred bricks which 
proved to be tog many. After 
my brother and I got all the 
brick work repaired, there 
were still a lot of bricks at the 
top on the working plaftorm. 
So I climbed down the ladder 
and hauled the barrel all the 
way up. Then I climbed back 
up the ladder and filled the 
barrel with bricks. Then I 
climbed down the ladder and 
untied the line to let down the 
barrel. 


“However, I found the barrel 
of bricks heavier than I was 
and, when the barrel started 
down, I started up. Half-way, 
the barrel hit me and hurt my 
nose and bruised my knee. I 
was going pretty fast at the 
top and bumped my head. My 
fingers also got pinched in the 
pulley block. When the bar- 
rel hit the ground, the bottom 


fell out of it and let all the: 


bricks drop out. Then, I was 
heavier than the barrel and so 
I started down again. I got 
burned on the leg by the other 
rope as I went down. Also I 
met the barrel again which 
went by faster than before and 
took the skin off both my 
shins. I landed pretty hard. At 
that time I lost presence of 
mind and let go of the line and 
the barrel came down and hit 
me squarely on the head. 


“The doctor wouldn’t let me 
start back to the ship until five 


| days later which made me two 


“I left the ship on ten-days| days overleave. I don’t think, 
leave at my brother’s farm in| though, that this is too much 
Arkansas. After my arrival, he} under the circumstances.” 


1 “WITH THE COLORS" 


Vern O. Amick, ; 


Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


R. D. Andrews, 
General Traffic Department. 


H. D. Ash, 
Construction Department. 


Ernest M. Barney, 
Supply Department. 


“James L. Baxter, Jr., 
Construction Department. 
Allan G. Behm, 

Supply Department. 


Paul H. Black, 
Supply Department. 


“Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 


Eugene ‘W. Burchess, 
Construction Department. 


George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


William H. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


Ray Chambers, 
Construction Depariment. 


(Thad Cone, a 


“ Wilfred R. Huddleston, » 

| Construction Department.~ 
William B. Imler, 
Construction Department. 


Ned Johnson, 
Construction Department. 


Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 


Ervin H. Klundt, 
Hastings Plant Department. 


Roy W. Knorr, 
Plattsmouth Plant Department. 


Dick Lahr, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
(Waldo J. McDowell, 
“Lincoln Business Office.“ 

‘Wilma McIntire, ‘ 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Roger L. Moore, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
/F. William Morris, | 

Lincoln Business Office. ) 

Lloyd A. Murphy, 

Construction Department. 


Delbert C. Mutchie, 
Construction Department. 


Loren P. Neal, 


\Construction Department. be Supply Department. 
Charles E. Connors, ‘Adrian M. Newens, ~~ 
Construction Department. \Lincoln Business Office. 
James D. Crabill, / B. I. Noble, ma 


Lincoln Business Office. 
D. W. Cunningham, 
Supply Department, _/ 
E. I. DeVries, 
Construction Department. 


John B. Eidemiller, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


George E. Fech, 
Construction Department. 


Donavin Frankforter, 
Construction Department. 


Raymond E,. Freeman, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
Phil Garvey, i" 

_ Lincoln Service Department. / 
Giles H. Gere, — 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Cornelius Groendyke, 
Lincoln Service Department. 
/G. S. Hart, 
\ Accounting Department. _— 


‘Richard D. Hartley, mat 
Lincoln Service Department. / 
Gay T. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 
/Gerald R. Henderson, \ 
Weupely, Department 

/Jack Huddleston, = =~-~-—~ 
\ Construction Department. 


~ 


\ Area Manager, York. 


/ Joseph C. Nosky, = 


( Lincoln Service Department. » 


Roy W. Nyden, 

Construction Department. 
/ Bev N. Ott, hase. 
Supply Department. 

William D. Quinn, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
‘Leland L. Rauch, ~~ 
\ Construction Department. 

Ted M. Ray, 

District Clerk, Beatrice. 

/ Dan Smith, ie 
\ District Clerk, Beatrice. _) 

Don D. Smith, 

Construction Department. 

Howard Spahnle; . 
“Lincoln Business Office.) 

A. E. Stansbury, 

Beatrice Plant Department. 

Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 


Ruth E. Trutna, 
Wahoo Traffic Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 
Supply Department. 


Clyde S. Whittington, 
Supply Department. 
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CHRISTMAS 


GREETINGS 


1QO ALL EMPLOYEES 


FRANK H. WOODS 


President 


Erom 


While the world appears to have 
lost, at least temporarily, the true 
significance of the Christmas Season, 
nevertheless I am glad of another op- 
portunity to extend to you my very 
best wishes, and to express to you my 
deep appreciation of the loyal service 
you have rendered during the past 
year. We on the home front have im- 
portant, ves vital, work to do and in 
doing it well should find satisfaction 
in it. With your help it has been pos- 
sible to maintain our usual good standard of service, 
and you have done it “with a smile’”—a spirit always 
prevalent in our large Telephone family. 


From THOMAS C. WOODS 


Vice President 


Although it has not been possible 
for me to become personally ac- 
quainted with very many of our em- 
ployees in the territory outside of 
Lincoln, I have long felt sincere and 
honest admiration for their splendid 
loyalty and for the fine results of 
their daily efforts. To them, and to 
all our Lincoln employees, I extend 
my heartfelt wishes for a joyful 
Christmas, and for a New Year which 
will bring us all victory and peace. 


From H. W. POTTER 


Secretary-Treasurer 


Of all the days of the year, Christ- 
mas is pre-eminently the family day, 
when we think of our dear ones and 
give them tokens of affection and 
count ourselves very lucky indeed if 

they can be with us. Perhaps that is 

why Christmas means a great deal to 
those of us of the telephone family. 
because in a very real sense we are 
members of one big family, with a 
common source of income, common 
interests and all of us partners in 
many cooperative enterprises. It gives me the great- 
est pleasure to wish every member of our telpehone 
family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 


From F. E. BEHM 
General Plant Superintendent 
The year, just about to end, has 


given all of us many “tugs” at our 
heart strings, and many things for 
which to be thankful. The year to 
come looks brighter and we know 
that, when another year rolls around, 
our armed forces will give us many 
more things for which to be thankful. 
To our men and women in the Serv- 
ice, and to the people of this organiza- 
tion who are doing their bit on the 
home front—A Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! 


From R.S. BREWSTER 


General Traffic Superintendent 


I wish to take this occasion to ex- 
press my sincere appreciation to all 
the fine operators who have so gal- 
lantly kept the voice channels open 
to the war industries, to the army in 
its handling of troop movements, and 
to the lone soldier far away from 
home. In addition, I want to express 
similar sincere appreciation to the 
men and women in other departments 
who have made our good service pos- 
= sible. To each and every employee, 
I extend my best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 
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From I. J. DEVOE 
General Auditor 


Since this Christmas season comes 
to us at a time when we are burdened 
with the tragedies of war, the usual 
wishes for a Merry Christmas would 
have a somber meaning to most of us 
if we did not appreciate that those 
Christmas wishes are also expres- 
sions of genuine friendliness and good 
fellowship. This Christmas reminds 
me of the closing year which, with 
all its turmoil, has been made much 
more pleasant by the friendly coop- 
eration of fellow workers. I appreciate this oppor- 
tunity to extend to you my sincere wishes for a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 


From H. F. McCULLA 


General Commercial Superintendent 


In a world at war at Christmas 
time, the cynical may question again 
the divine order of things—but to you 
and me this Christmas time offers an- 
other opportunity to evaluate the 
blessings of Christianity. It offers an 
opportunity to count as privileged 
those who are sharing in the supreme 
effort to preserve to the world the 
precepts and lessons of the Christ 
child—precepts and lessons as funda- 

= mental today as when the Savior first 
walked among men. 


From H. H. WHEELER, Jr. 
Chief Engineer 


Merry Christmas? Heartier than 
ever! Not within the lives of the liv- 
ing has there been greater need than 
now for the doctrine of the Law of 
Love. The celebration of the birth 
of Christ takes an added meaning in 
a hate-filled world. Personally, na- 
tionally, world-widely, our hopes find 
solid support only in the promise of 
Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men. 
By implication there is in the Christ- 
mas Message a challenge worthy of 
our heroes and our humblest, of all our purposes and 
prayers. 


From CLAYTON LIEBHART 


Central District Plant Manager 


Behind Central district plant em- 
ployees lies a year of splendid accom- 
plishment. Hampered by the loss of 
many fine and experienced workers, 

our plant force has, nevertheless, 

! | gone doggedly ahead to meet our 
| problems as they arose. Many have 
given extra effort to their work to 
make sure that we would not fail in 
these critical days. I offer sincere 
Christmas good wishes to all who 
make up our district plant department. 


FEL PENSE NEC 


From J. H. AGEE 


Vice President and General Manager; 


Engulfed in a war more destructive 
of life and property than ever before 
known, we approach the Christmas 
season with some forebodings. Prob- 
ably Christmas won’t be quite so 
merry—probably the New Year will 
bring some heartaches to all of us— 
nevertheless, as we practice the Spirit 
of Service the Christmas season will 
be more cheerful and the New Year 
more pleasant. I extend sincerest 
wishes for happiness to all of you. 


From CLYDE BURGE 


Southern District Manager 


On the evening of December 25, 
1917, I wrote the following words in 
my personal diary: 

“This day is observed as the anniversary 
of the birth of a man who taught that God 
is the loving Father of all life. We who 
call ourselves Christians in honor of His 
name are this day engaged in the bene- 
volent business of killing each other. This 
morning we destroyed another submarine. 
There were no survivors.” 

Christmas 1942 finds us engaged 
once more in the business of killing 
to preserve our way of life. May victory, and the last- 
ing peace for which some of us fought but failed to 
achieve, be ours before we come again to the annivers- 
ary of this day. I offer personal best wishes to all 
Southern district employees. 


From K. B. CARY 


Central District Commercial Manager 


Central district commercial em- 
ployees have faced many difficult 
problems during the past year. De- 
spite the handicaps of constant per- 
sonnel changes, they have met them 
most successfully. Many of these 
problems were undreamed of a year 
ago, and we had little past experience 
to guide us in solving them. But we 
have had our part in helping this 
Company give good telephone serv- 
ice to Nebraska’s capital city, and 
I offer my sincere wishes for a happy holiday season 
to the employees who made this possible. 


From J. A. McKINZIE 


Eastern District Manager 


If this has been a year of trial and 
tribulation, it has also been a year in 
which America found its soul. Never 
before in our history have we seen 
so clearly the perils against which we 
fight—nor been more sure of our 
ultimate triumph. And never more 
than now have we needed to call upon 
the loyalty and efficiency of our em- 
ployee group. We have not called in 
vain. I am proud to be privileged to 
offer Christmas greetings to all our 
fine employees, with particular reference to those who 
make up the Eastern district. 


From L. P. YOUNG 


Western District Manager 


The Western district is a study in 
contrasts. From drouths and crop 
failures we have emerged, suddenly, 
into an era of good crops and start- 
ling war projects. Only time-tried 
loyalty, hard work and genuine abil- 
ity could bring an employee group 
successfully through such varying 
tests. We have employees of this 
type in the Western district. My ap- 
preciation can best be expressed in 
the sincere hope that they will enjoy “—~ 
this holiday season with the satisfaction due to those 
who give greatly of themselves. : 


